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Silt MARTIN FIIOB19HER. 

15 15f)4. 

« 

Sir Martin Frobisher, or, as he is called by some 
inters, Forbisher, holds a conspicuous place amongst 
those courageous navigators who, in the reign of Eli- 
zabeth, raised themselves from obscurity to distinction 
by the force of their natural ability. From the scanty 
memorials that have been preserved of his youth, we 
learn that he was born somewhere m the neighbourhood 
of Doncaster, in Yorkshire ; thath* family were people 
of mean condition ; and that he put to sea in his 
boyhood. It may be inferred that the indigence of his 
parents induced them to select this course as the only 
available means of procuring him a livelihood ; and that 
consequently his education^ if he ever received any at 
home, was confined to the mere rudiments of reading 
and writing. But it was an age of action and enter- 
prize ; and the experience of the young seaman before 
the mast wa^s the best preparation for th# scenes ii^ 
which die was afterwards destined to be distinguished. 

We have no record of*his early life ; bui his conduct 
must haifl been meritorious, since it procured him the 
VOL. v. x» 
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confluence of a bojdy of London merchants and capital- 
ist^ whom he induced to undertake an important expe- 
dition, ol^e sole direction of which they intrusted to hi4 
hands, Jfhe olgect of this expedition was to discover a 
north- wes^ passage. For this purpose two barks were 
fitteckip, — -the Gabriel, of thirty-five tons, commanded by 
Frobisher in person; and* thejjichael, a pinnace of thirty 
tons, commanded by eaptifjjpiathew Kinderslpy, acting 
under the orders of the former.* 

The frequent atten pts that had been made without 
success to establish a north-eastern passage to the Indies, 
while they failed to produce the specific results that had 
been looked for, gave a stimulus to the spirit of dis- 
coveryhn another direction ; and the question of a north- 
western passage, round Amelia, to Cathay and the 
East Indies, was Revived with increased eagerness and 
enthusiasm. Martin Frobisher had long entertained the 
opinion that this voyage was easy of execution ; and re- 
garding it (< as the only thing of the world that was left 
yet undone whereby a notable mind might be made 
famous and fortunate,” be persevered in urging Jie 
feasibility of the undertaking ; but during a period of 
fifteen years he was unable to obtain the necessary equip- 
ment. At length, under the patronage of Dudley, 
earl of Warwick, thf expedition wa^ formed ; and the 
courageous mariner, with his two small vessels, set sail 
fj. from Gravesend abolKhe middle of June, 1576. 1 Queen 
Elizabeth witnessed the departure of the vessels from 
the windows of her palace on the river, and waived ker 
hand as they passed in token of encouragement. She 
afterwards sent a gentleman on board, to desire the cap- 
tain to come to the court on x the following day, in order 
to take a formal leave of her majesty. 4 

On the 28th of July, according to Hakluyt, Frobisher 
discovered land, which he supposed to be the continent 
tpf America*; but which seen?s to have been the southern 
part of Greenland. It was so invested by floating ice, 


* Hakluyt. Furchas. 
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that he was unable to make the*shore ; and finding a 
hundred fathom water within a cable's length of the 
strand, he stood to the east-nonth-east.* On«I?e 10th 
of August he landef on * desert island, withjn a mile 
of the mainland; and on the 11th he entei^d a strait, 
which he called Frobisher’s Strait — afterwards flamed 
Lumley’s Inlet. According to other accounts, after 
losing the pinnace, which returned home, he discovered 
land on the 1st of July, but could not approach it on 
account of the ice; and on tfc*20th rebelled a high 
land, which he namec^ Queen Elizabeth’s Foreland ; 
and soon afterwards another, with the strait between 
them, to which he gave his own name. He ^ntered 
this strait on the fjtli of August, in latitude f)3° 8', and 
concluded that it forfned a passage between ^Vsia and 
America. • # 

Tha appearance of the Esquimaux on these shores, 
and in fneir boats o^ kajaks, filled the sailors with so 
much surprise that at first they mistook them for por- 
poises, or some strange species of fish. When they came, 
however, to examine them more closely, they discovered 
a remarkable resemblance between them and the ancient 
Britons ; “ the men with black hair, broad faces, flat 
noses, swarthy complexions, and cloathed in sea-calf 
skins, arfd the women pointed abo»t the eyes and cheeks 
with a blue colour.” Their uncouth aspect, rendered 
still more striking by the archite?Uire <& their boats, 
which were covered with seal-skins, furnished much 
matter for amusement and speculation ; and* regarding 
them as “ strange infideies, whose like was never seen, 
read, nor heard of before,” Frobisher resolved to kid- 
nap one of them as a specimen, and bring him home 
to England. He does not appear, however, to have 
formed this resolution until after he had received two or 
three visits from the natives. On one occasion he lost 
a boat with five men, whi(4i he had despateffed to set aH 
Esquimaux on shore ; agd the next day he decoyed one 
of the stages on board, and carried him*away. While 
he remained here he took possession of the country in 
b 2 • 
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the name of the queefl, and ordered all his followers to 
carry off something with them as an evidence. He 
arrived* JL Harwich on die 2d of October, “ highly com- 
mended of all men,” says tht old Chronicler, “ for his 
great and stable attempt, Mt specially famoas for the 
great liope he brought o£ the passage to Cathaia.” The 
poor Esquimaux Indian he conveyed to England died 
shortly after his arrival. 

Of jhe memorials of the country collected by the ma- 
riners, one°w£s a piefeiof black stone, resembling sea- 
coal; and, probably to test its ignitible virtues, the wife 
of the sailor who brought it home threw it into fire, 
when, instead of burning like coal, it “ glistened with a 
bright marquesset of gold.” At such a period, when Uie 
pursuit of riches occupied so largd a share of public at- 
tention, a circumstance of this description was not likely 
to escape notice. The fact soon became knowr ; the 
gold-refiners were ordered to assa^ the stone; lad, dis- 
covering that it contained a large proportion of gold, a 
new incentive was given to the piosecution of Frobisher’^ 
long-cherished enterprize. v Although he had really ac- 
complished nothing more than touching the shores of 
Greenland (which had, in fact, been discovered upwards 
of six centuries before*), seizing an Esquimaux, and 
finding a stone impregnated wfth goH, his reputation 
rose suddenly to so great a height that a fresh expe- 
dition was or^anizejf’ & make the same voyage In the 
following year; the queen not only openly favouring the 
undertakirt^, but directly assisting it by the equipment 
of an additional ship. 

1577. Frobisher set sail from Harwich on the 31st May, 
1577, with three vessels, — the Aid, a ship belonging to 
her majesty ; and two barks, the Gabriel and St. Mi- 
chael. This expedition was costly of its kind. Fro- 
bisher, with the title of general of the whole company, 
tftok the coi&mand on board the Aid, with seven officers, 
nine private gentlemen, about twenty soldiers, anti fifty 

* Same writers assert that Frobisher was the discoverer of Greenland. 
This is a mistake: it was discovered Jby the Northmen, in the tenth 
entili y. 
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mariners ; while the accompanying barks were manned 
jn equal proportions. The experience of his former voy- 
age, and the general accuracy of his previous obs^fations, 
appear, to have led fhe pe Severing commander to a very 
correct conclusion as to thS 'actual state of fhe northern 
seas ; for he announced his ljelief that the ice Ivhich 
impeded the navigation was formed in the sounds, or 
towards the pole, and that the ocean itself was never 
frozen. 4 

The adventurers, after touching at th^ OrkneV isles 
on the 7th June to t^e in fresh water, arrived at 
Friezeland on the 4th July; frorit whence they steered 
fo^the strait where their former voyage terminated. 

At first they were afraid to venture in with their ships, 
in consequence of the masses of ice that cohered the 
waters, and which are described to have been so kC mon- 
strous and huge/' as to be comparable to great moun- 
taines ;* but on the y)th the ice cleared off ; and, taking 
immediate advantage of the circumstance, they ran into 
strait, and anchored in a bay, to which Frobisher 
gave the name of Jackmanfe Sound. The real object 
of this second voyage soon became apparent. The dis- 
covery of a north-west passage was forgotten in the 
eagerness to discover gold ; and the whole attention of 
the party was er%rosseJ by an examination of the sur- 
face of that rich soil, where they hoped to find inex- 
haustible treasures. Indeed, therejis no*doubt that the 
voyage was expressly undertaken for the sole purpose of 
procuring gold ; Frobisher s instructions, difccting him 
to search for ore, and to defer the further discovery of 
the passage until another time.t The natives, terrified 
by the approach of the English, who had left so un- 
favourable an impression upon them in the preceding 
year by the abduction of the Esquimaux, fled preci- 
pitately from their huts, and retired into the recesses of 
the rocks, from the sumftiits of which n&ny of thdhi 
flung themselveB into tl^ sea. The habitations of these 

Holinuhed, Hakluyt. Purchas. Lediarri. f Hakluyt. 
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people consisted of tents, made of the skins of sea-calves 
and whales, suspended from poles, and firmly sewn to* 
gether* leaving two Openings to the south and west. 
Whereve* the mariners ad varied thS land was degerted ; 
and althox%h they occasionllly discerned some of the 
savagts at a great distance, the only individuals they 
could seize upon were a man with a woman and child. 
When the man saw the picture of the Indian who had 
been formerly taken by the English, he supposed it to 
be alive, b#g:pi to talkS* it, and exhibited great uneasi- 
ness because it did not answer* him. Soon afterwards 
they captured an olti woman ; but she was of such 
hideoug form that they suspected her to be a witch^or 
a devil, and stripped her to ascertain whether she had 
cloven fe^t ! 

This was not the only monster they fell in with. Dis- 
appointed of the golden sand, they coasted higheV up ; 
and on their way they saw a hyge incomprehensible 
creature, with its terrible head above water, and a horn 
growing out of it nearly two yards long, which tfypy 
concluded was the sea unicft/n. Having satisfied their 
curiosity by the strange experiment of dropping spiders 
into the horn of the monster, where they instantly died, 
the navigators lauded again upon the coast, or, accord- 
ing to some authorities, upon one of the neighbouring 
islands. Here they were more fortunate in obtaining 
the object of their search. Throughout their previous 
excursions they could not find a piece of ore “as tyg 
as a walnid;” but they no sooner reached this remote 
shore than they found themselves treading upon glit- 
tering sand that blazed like gold under their fe.et. They 
now made several attempts to* conciliate the natives, and 
open a sort of traffic with them, for the ultimate pur- 
pose of - facilitating their intercourse with the country. 
After a variety of overtures had taken place between 
tHem, the natives invited theifl by signs to advanpo up 
the river, — giving them to understand that their ex- 
pectations would then be fully answered. “Accord- 
ingly,” says the historian of the expedition, “ Martin 
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Frobisher got into a boat with some soldiers, and 
•having ordered his ships to follow him, went up the 
river ; and seeing a great number of th# savage! posted 
among the rocks, Mfe did hot think fit to expose himself, 
by approaching too near tlfe banks. At iasfc&hree among 
them, who appeared somewhat better than the rest,4iaving 
made a signal for him to land, he resolved to do it, all 
the rest being at a considerable distance ; but his boat 
scarce touched the bank of the river, when the savages 
began to appear in great mwAcrs, which? mafie him 
soon take to the stream again. Nevertheless, the 
savages endeavoured to persuade*them by signs to come 
a#hore, throwing to them some raw fish ; but finding 
the English mistrustful, they resolved to draw them 
thither by the following stratagem. They laid one of 
their men upon the bank,* who, pretending to be lame, 
th^y # supposed the English would come to take him, 
whilst They pretendejJ to be retired at a farther distance, 
being all out of sight behind the adjacent rocks. The 
• English being aware of their design, discharged a gun 
at him, which made him#soon recover his legs ; and 
the savages, coming to his aid, pelted the English in 
their boat with stones and arrows, but were soon dis- 
persed by their great jfuns/‘* 

In this traifeaction, as in most, if not all, of the 
tran§actions that occurred in the early intercourse be- 
tween navigators and the aborigirf^s of ifewly-discovered 
^countries, we find the civilised man inflicting injury 
upon the natives; and, instead of addressingftheir kindly 
feelings and cultivating their confidence, inspiring them 
with horror, and giving them cause to regard the future 
approaches of strangers Vith terror and mistrust. Nor 
does the injustice end in such acts of superior craft and 
destruction. Having first violated the laws, of hu~ 
manity by forcible captures, and then by firing upon 
tliegi with insidious weapons, which, to thfc superstitious 
imagination of the Esquimaux, must have had all the 
• 


- t 


* Hakluyt. Ledmrd. Monck. 
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appearance of supernatural agency, we next find these 
discoverers representing the natives as a race of tre&*« 
cherou# and ferocious savages. They first rouse all their 
evil passipns, compel them P resort to stratagem and 
perfidious aa^s for their self- protection, and then, casting 
back upon them the odium of the vices which their own 
conduct and example had engendered, they stigmatise 
them as barbarians, fit only to be treated with violence 
and cruelty. Yet these savages are admitted, notwith- 
standirfg, by the authot r/ho preserved the narrative of 
Frobisher’s voyages, to be an ingenious and dexterous race, 
excelling in the use of*arrows and the construction of a 
rude but secure kind of boat. “ All their riches consisted 
their sliAgs, bows, arrows, and boats. Their bows are very 
slender, and their arrows thin, tipped at the end with a 
pointed bone or horn. They' manage them with great 
dexterity, and hit the fishes as they are swimmihg in 
the water. Their boats are covered all over with the 
skins of sea-calves, and fitted only for one single person. 
Their larger vessels are made of wood, covered with ' 
the skins of whales, and ave big enough to, contain 
twenty men at a time. Their sails are made of the 
same materials with their shirts ; and notwithstanding 
there is not the least iron-work about these boats, they 
are so strong that the lavages venture #ith them very 
deep at sea.”* The dogs of the Esquimaux, since 
become celebrated for j^Wir strength and beauty, are also 
spoken of as being employed in the sledges instead of c 
horses. * 

Martin Frobisher, finding that he could not carry on 
any traffic with the natives, filled his vessels with the 
shining sand to the extent of ^00 tons; a “freight,” 
says Settle, who accompanied the expedition, “ w suffi- 
cient for our vessels, though not our covetous desires +;” 
and made sail for England on the 24th of August, 
t having penetrated the strait id the distance of ojily 
thirty leagues. On the homeward voyage the vessels 
* , ** 
t Sec the account preserved in Hakluyt. 


* Lediard. 
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were dispersed by violent stornrf; but they HI arrived 
^afely at different ports, the comm&nder himself reach- 
ing Milfordhaven on the 20th of^SeptemBer. * # 

It joes not appetr thaf the glittering sandacontamed 
so much ore as the adventurers expected ;#but it pro- 
duced sufficient results to enqpurage the hopes 6t the 
speculators at whose charge the expedition was under- 
taken. The queen, deluded into the belief that the 
new country teemed with riches,* gave it the nsyjne of 
Meta Incognita , and resolved*, without lo&s Bf time, to 
fit up an adequate armament for taking formal posses- 
sion of the place, and founding aif English colony upon 
its^olden shores. Nor was the prospect of ultjjnately 
establishing a north-west passage wholly overlooked in 
the announcement 0 / this project. % lt was ^et forth 
that the ore (( had the appearance and made show of 
great profit and that the last voyage had greatly in- 
creased *the hope of # discovering a passage to Cathay. 

The undertaking was carried out on a scale commensurate 1 57 «. 
wjjh its supposed importance. A fleet of fifteen ships, 
well manned and furnished with all necessaries, was 
provided. Three of these vessels conveyed all the re- 
quisite materials for the foundation of the settlement, 
with a wooden fort r^pdy framed, and 100 men, who 
were to form tht* colony. The i%maining twelve ves- 
sels, living the others behind, wexf to return freighted 
with the golden ore ; and sanguine expectations were 
entertained that a regular trade could at length be 
matured between the colony and the mothef country. 
Frobisher was appointed admiral in command, receiving 
a gold chain from the hands of the queen as a testi- 
mony of her favour ; and the fleet, having previously 
assembled at Harwich, set sail from England on the 
31st of May, 1578. 

Friezeland was reached on the 20th of June; and the 
admiral, taking possesion <flf it in the name of his sovet * 
reign, called it New England. While tyey remained 
on shoresat this place, they saw several tents similar to 
those they had seen up the straits, and discovered a 
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race of people apparently similar to the inhabitants of 
Meta Incognita. The natives fled as they advanced \ 
and updb penetrating \o their tents a variety of articles 
were foufld, such as nails, <JeJl boards, and implements 
of workmanship, which showed either that these people 
understood the mechanical arts, or were in habits of 
intercourse with others who did. The circumstance, at 
all events, afforded a valid proof of the capability of the 
aborigines to adopt tjie inventions of civilisation ; but 
the sciencd of colonisation was at that period so little 
understood, that the suggestion^ presented were wholly 
overlooked by the fodhders of the new settlement. 

It i$ related amongst the incidents of this voyage Aat 
one of the vessels, “ being under both her courses and 
topsails, happened to strike with her full stern against 
a whale, with such force that the ship stood still, and 
neither moved backwards nor forwards.” The lan- 
guage of exaggeration and astonishment in which such 
matters are described in the old chronicles reflects the 
imperfect knowledge of the age. The sequel, however*, 
is still more curious; for, ^however strange it may be 
thought that a ship should be paralysed by the shock 
of a whale, it is still more extraordinary that the whale 
should be killed by the collision . <f The whale,” con- 
tinues the historian, f *made a hideous^noise ; and, after 
haviug appeared wit|\ jts tail and part of its body,, above 
water, sank. Two^lays after they found a whale dead, 
which they supposed to be the same ” » 

On the Sid of July, the little fleet reached the mouth 
of Frobisher’s Straits ; but the entrance was choked up 
with ice, and when they attempted to continue their 
passage a violent storm arose and scattered the vessels. 
In the confusion and distress that ensued, ond ship of 
100 tdns was shattered by the icebergs and went down, 
but the cr^w was providentially saved. Others were 
dispersed, and unable to rejoin the rendezvous for pearly 
three weeks, Jo consequence oft the drifting of the ice, 
the heavy fogs, and the violence of the current*. Four 
only of the ships ktept safe out at sea ; and these were 
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driven to the southward of Frobisher's Straits, run- 
»ning into another strait at a distance of aboi^t sixty 
leagues. The haziness of the ^aether prevetfted them 
from snaking any observations, and it was not*until they 
cleared this new strait or \)ay that they n*?t the rest of 
the vessels, and, joining company, resumed their voyage: 
with great difficulty they worked their course through 
the straits, and on the 31 st of July they arrived at their 
destination. The storm and itjdrifts had conjjrmtted 
considerable damage upon th& ships; but,*although a 
portion of the moveable fort was destroyed, enough 
was saved to enable the mariners to establish themselves 
the • mainland ; while the miners were occupied in 
procuring large quantities of the ore, with which they 
loaded their vessels to the # full exteqj of their tonnage. 
But the time that had been lost in the vain strife with 
the flements rendered the project of colonising Meta 
Incognita impracticable at so advanced a season of the 
year ; and Frobisher reluctantly determined upon re- 
•Uirning home. Before he took his departure, however, 
he built a house of lime afld stone, by way of experi- 
ment, in order to ascertain what effect the climate would 
have upon it by the ensuing year, and leaving a variety 
of baubles to attract ^he goodwill of the inhabitants, 
such as knives, thistles, looking glasses, &c. He built 
an o>^n, and left some bread re^d g bake<j in it. He also 
sowed different kinds of grain, to determine whether the 
y>il was susceptible of such cultivation. But these spe- 
culations of the ardent navigator were of no avail ; for 
he never returned to observe the results. 

The ships departed t on the last day of August. 
Fresh impediments beset them in their dangerous pas- 
sage to* the open sea ; but, after encountering numerous 
disasters, they all arrived safely in England before the 
end of October, with a total loss of only £orty persons. 
On t^ie homeward voyage one of the vessels, the Errft- 
nuel Buss of Bridgewater, escaping frofo the ice with 
great difficulty, was driven to the northward through a 
channel studded with rocks ; and making sail into the 
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northern sea discovered a great foreland, which they be** 
lieved presented a likelihood of obtaining the widest t 
passage* ftwardS the Sduth Sea. To the south-east of 
Friezelantk, in latitude 5 7° S& 3 the^ also discovered a 
large island^wbich, until then, was wholly unknown ; 
and cdksting along its styles f° r three days, they de- 
clared the country to be exceedingly fertile and richly 
wooded. This island, upon the authority of these na- 
vigator^, was accordingly laid down in the charts. But 
no such island has ever been seen since : and it is con- 
jectured either that the report#) was false, or that the 
place was swallowed vtp by an earthquake : which latter 
conjecture is rendered probable by the recent discovery 
of a bank in those seas, which is supposed to be identi- 
cal with tjie Friez^land of Zeno, and the land seen by 
the Emanuel Buss. 

The failure of these three voyages so completely dis- 
couraged the hopes of the adventurers, that the project 
of the north-west passage was abandoned. Nor was the 
pecuniary speculation more successful ; for the saTvl « 
yielded, upon analysis, so ftmall a proportion. of gold, 
that it was thrown away as being utterly worthless. It 
is barely possible, however, that the refiners might not 
have employed proper tests ; fqr, upon a subsequent 
occasion, sand of a sinrfdar description fcas submitted to 
an intelligent chemist jn. Denmark, who extracted ajarge 
quantity of pure golj from it, although some assayers 
who had previously tried it declared it to be valueless, 
But the ea^femess of gain generated by such undertak- 
ings admits of little pause or hindrance, and is as rea- 
dily turned aside by disappointments to seek other 
channels of fortune, as it is tempted into despe- 
rate ventures by the remotest prospects of acquisition. 

Frobteher suffered much discredit by the issue of his 
expeditions. His sanguine temperament refused to 
contemplate defeat ; and, still ionvinced of the practica- 
bility of his f|vourite scheme, foe continued to urge it 
upon the attention of the public. But the zeal of those 
who had supported him was extinguished : new hubbies 
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had become popular ; and the design was dually relin- 
quished. It is supposed that the writings of sir Hum- 
phrey Gilbert contributed to footer and* encoihSge the 
opiniqps entertained by Frobisher on this subject ; but 
the example of that chivaTnc and accomplished person 
was not calculated to inspire confidence in others! Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert was a man of distinguished talents, 
and possessed of a romantic love of adventure. In 1573 
he obtained a royal patent authorising him to take pos- 
session of the northern parts of ®Anerica and^evitound- 
land, and to prosecute .certain discoveries in the west. 
He embarked upon this mission ift 1 583, and succeeded 
i%reaching Newfoundland, where he formed a^tempo- 
rary settlement ; after which he proceeded on a voyage 
of discovery to the ‘northward. Finding hjmself ex- 
posed to a succession of unforeseen disasters, he altered 
his bourse, and resolved to return to England. The 
miseraBle hark in whjch he sailed, and which he refused 
to leave, although his companions declared her unfit for 
• ^a, had hardly passed the Azores when she was en- 
gulphed, *and every soul or board perished. The me- 
lancholy fate of that intrepid explorer, who has been 
justly designated as the father of western colonisation, 
may be reasonably supposed to have damped the ardour 
of his countryman in reference t% such projects. 

TJ^e treatise written by sir Humphrey Gilbert in 
proof of the existence of a north-^est [&ssage, presents 
$n elaborate series of arguments well calculated to make 
a strong impression upon an age in which discovery 
was cultivated with such enthusiasm. It is regularly 
divided into ten chapters, each being distinctly appro- 
priated to a particular elAs of evidence. Thus, the first 
chaptef collects into one view a variety of authorities 
upon the subject, — such as Plato, Siculus, Ficinus a 
Florentine, Grantor a Grecian, Philo a Jew, and 
several others, who in former ages had drived at Ihe 
conclusion that America was an island. The second 
chapter proceeds to prove by reason that such a passage 
must exist. The arguments in this chapter are remark- 
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ably curious* being Jmsed upon very ingenious in* 
ferences derived from the motions of the sea, and the 
fact not r only no{ie of the inhabitants, but that 1 
“ not one savage or wandering bqist ** of Cathay or 
Tartary tfad ever entered America, which woultT have 
been Jhe caf£ had they been separated only by land or 
mountain ridges. “So* that it seemed/* adds sir 
Humphrey, “ we have now more occasion to doubt of 
our return than whether there be a passage that way, 
yea oa no ^ which doubt hereafter shall be sufficiently, 
removed. Wherefore, in mine opinion, reason itself, 
grounded upon experience, assured us of this passage, 
if there were nothing else to put us in hope thereof. 
Hut leffjt these might not suffice, I have added in ttis 
chapter following Borne further proof hereof, by the 
experience of such* as have passed some part of this dis- 
covery ; and in the next adjoining to that, the autho- 
rity of those which have sailed wholly through every 
part thereof/* The authorities c£ted in the two pre- 
ceding chapters are numerous, and drawn from a variety t 
of sources. Sir Humphrey, who seems to have been aft 
excellent logician, was resolved that his proofs should 
at all events be clearly marshalled in the order of their 
respective kinds. “ The diversity/* he observes, u be- 
tween brute beasts anjl men, or tietwecpi the wise and 
simple, is, that the one judgeth by sense only, and ga- 
thered no surety of thing that he hath not £een, 
felt, heard, tasted, &i smelled ; and the other, not so 
only, but a^o findeth the certainty of things by reason*, 
before they happen to be tried. Wherefore, I have 
added proofs of both sorts, that the one and the other 
might thereby be satisfied/* « In the three following 
chapters he maintains that certain Indians, >%ho are 
stated by Orthon, in the story of the Goths, to have 
been cast by stress of weather, in the time of the Ger- 
man empero»s, upon the coast of Germany, could not 
have arrived there by the south-east, the south-west, the 
north-east, noitby any other par? of Africa or America ; 
and that, therefore, they must have come there by the 
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north-west pas&ge. In the co\|rse of his statements* 
he relates, amongst other direct testimonies, the follow- 
ing narrative of a traveller who^iad actually yyigated 
the disputed waters^ but \^ho was prevented by the king 
of Portugal from publishing the discovery to the world. 

“ Also there was one Salvaterra, a gentMmen of Vic- 
toria in Spaine, that came bechance out of the West 
Indies into Ireland, anno 1568, who affirmed the 
north-west passage from us to Cataia constantly to be 
believed in America navigable. j£nd further jaid^n the 
presence of sir Henry Sidney (then lord cfeputie of Ire- 
land), in my hearing, *that a fyar of Mexico, called 
Andrew Vrdaneta, more than eight yeeres before his 
thfn coming into Ireland, told him there that be came 
from Mar del Sur igto Germany through this north- 
west passage, and shewed Salvaterra (at that Sime being 
then with him in Mexico) a sea-card made by his own 
experience and travell in that voyage, wherein was 
plainly set downe am* described this north-west passage, 
agreeing in all points with Ortellius’ mappe. 

• • And further, this friar tolde the king of Portugall 
(as he returned by that codntrey homeward) that there 
was (of certainty) such a passage north-west from Eng- 
land, and that he meant to publish the same : which 
done, the king yiost rornestly desired him not in any 
wise ^to disclose or make the passage knowen to any 
nation ; for that (said the king) Enytynd had know- 
ledge and experience thereof, it Would greatly hinder 
tooth the king of Spaine and me. This friar (as Salva- 
terra reported) was the greatest discouerer by sea that 
hath bene in our age. Also Salvaterra, being per- 
suaded of this passage by the friar Vrdaneta, and by 
the common opinion of the Spaniards inhabiting Ame- 
rica, ofrered most willingly to ac'companie me in this 
. discouery, which of like he would not have done if he 
had stood in doubt thereof.” * « ^ 

In the eighth chapter sir Humphrey icplies, seriatim, 
* + 
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to certain reasons alle$?d before the queen and 
council in favour of a n0rth-east passage, by* 
ter A%^iony jlenkfnsjn, “ a worthy gentipman, a^ 
great traveller/* who was of ppiriiog that a - better and' 
shorter passage could be attained to Gathay in that 
direction ; ahd he follows up the afgutoent/in $ie next 
chapter, by showing that* even if there be such a, pas- , 
sage as that by the north-east, the north-west coursers 
more commodious for traffic, more accessible at^ aH spa- * 
sons of the # year, and ff?e from all hindrancesor rivalry 
from other countries, “ it being out of all their trades.* 
The last chapter is occupied wifn a very full account, in 
detail, of the great advantages that would accrue to 
England from the prosecution of the design : — the ffit- 
portation of all manner of merchandise ; the establish- 
ment of a 'foreign trade in “ ppld, silver, precious stones, 
cloth of gold, silks, all manner of spices, grocery \jrares, 
and other kinds of merchandise of an inestimably price, 
which both the Spaniard and Po^tugall, through the 
length of their journies, cannot well attain unto ; also 
the establishment of penal colonies in those far countries, 
where we might settle ‘ such needy people of our* country 
which now trouble the commonwealth, and through 
want here at home are inforced to commit outrageous 
offences, whereby they are daily consumed with the 
gallows / also the formation of free settlements, from 
whence a yearlj revertas might be derived ; the increase 
of our ships and mariners, without further burtbening 
the state; aqd the introduction of handicrafts amongst th£ 
children of the poor, which would rescue them from idle- 
ness and vice, anil afford them abundant employment 
in the fabrication of those tribes which the Indians are 
known to hold in great esteem /' The conclusion^ this 
elaborate discourse, which is written all throughout 
with singular perspicuity, shadows forth very touchingly • 
tfy 1 melancholy fate of its enthusiastic author. After 
referring to certain improvements he had devised in the 
common sea-cUrd, and a spherical instrument he had 
invented, “with a com passe of variation for the perfect 



^ Davis's voyages. - 17 

kfao Wng of tjie Ipngitude,” he deli res his readers “ here- 
afterneyer t^f dislike with me lor the taking inland of 
*ajby laudable and honest enterprise ; /or fif through plea- 
sure oibidlenepseite puAhase shame, the pleasure va- 
nisfiefli^btit the ajtatne rfc&aineth for eve* And there- 
fore, to give me leave, without offence, always Vjive 
and die ip thil, mind, that he is not worthy to live at 
all ihat for fear r or danger of death, shunneth his coun- 
try's service, and his own honor ; seeing drath is 
inevitable, and the fame of viable imrriostaL Where- 
fore in this behalf, mut&re vel timere sperm ” 

This treatise was familiar to •Frobisher, as also an 
essay upon the same question written by High and 
Willes, in which the whole controversy concerning the 
other routes is succinctly traversed, ^nd similar argu- 
ments employed to establish the practicability of the 
north-west passage. Notwithstanding, however, the 
apparent cogency of tjje proofs adduced by these writers, 
and the strong faith of Frobisher in their validity, the 
attempts that were made about this period to follow up 
the project were no less unfortunate than those by 
which they were preceded. In 1585, a voyage was 
undertaken by Mr. John Davis, at the instance of several 
gentlemen of note and authority, which was successively 
followed up by tlfc? same adventui^r in the two follow- 
ing years; but all three voyages # were attended with 
the usual disasters, without leading *to any positive re- 
sults. Davis w^as all throughout confident that the pas- 
sage was practical ; and although he was unabfe to make 
it himself, he continued to assert his firm belief in ahe 
solution of the problem. Nor did he even surrender 
his opinion to that of the public at large, and the 
merchants of London, w r ho at last wholly withdrew 
from an enterprise which had entailed upon th&m so 
many grievous failures. He attributed thg abandon- 
ment of the undertaking •solely to the death of si? 
Francis Walsingham, who had been one^of its most 
earnest patrons ; “ for/’ says he, “ when his honor died, 
the voyage was friendless, and men’s minds alienated 
vqj,. v. c 
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from adventuring therein/’ Being unable to interest 
the country any farther in so hopeless an adventure, ( 
he published a f brief report of his three voyages (in 
addition to* more detailed accounts that had prevymsly 
appeared), the, substance of v?hich may be inserted in 
this pllce, as forming an important feature in the nar- 
rative of these famous north-western expeditions. 

“ In my first voyage, not experienced of the natbre 
of thoje climates, and having no direction either by 
chart, glob^ Qr other (feslaine relation, in what altitude 
that passage was to be searched, I shaped a northerly 
course, and so sough t* the same toward the south ; and 
in that* my northerly course I fell upon the shore tjjat 
in ancient time was called Greenland, five hundred 
leagues distant from the Durseys, Vest-north-west nor- 
therly, the land being very high, and full of mightie 
mountaines, all covered with snow ; no viewe of wood, 
grasse, or earth, to be seene ; and $ie shore, twcf leagues 
off into the sea, so full of yce as that no shipping could 
by any meanes come neere the same. The loathsome 
view of the shore, and irksome noise of the yce was such, 
as that it bred strange conceites among us ; so that we 
supposed the place to be wast and void of any sensible 
or vegitable creatures, whereupon I called the same 
Desolation. So coasting this shore towards the south in 
the latitude of sixtie % d^grees, I found it to trend towards 
the west. I still followed the leading thereof in the 
same height ; and after fifty or sixty leagues it fay led 
and lay directly north, which I still followed ; and in 
thirtie degrees of say ling upon the west side of this coast, 
by me named Desolation, we were past al the yce, and 
found many greene and pleasant isles bordering upon 
the shore, but the hils of the maine were stiR covered 
with ’great quantities of snow. I brought my ship 
among thoge isles, and there moored to refresh ourselves 
\n our weary travell, in the 'latitude of sixty -foure de- 
grees or the^about. The people of the coun ter y "having 
espyed our shippes, came downe unto us in thwr canoes, 
and holding up their right hand to the sunne, and cry- 
ing Yliaout, would strike their breast9. We doii\g the 
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like, the people came aboard ou#shippes, — men of good 
stature, unbearded, small- eyed, and of tractable con- 
9 ditions, by whorae, as signes wfculd permit, #5 under* 
stood that towardsathe north and west there was a great 
sea ; *an4 using the peoffe with landless, in giving 
them nayles and knives, which of all things thty most 
desired, we departed. And finding the sea free from 
yea, supposing ourselues to be past al danger, we 
shaped our course west-north-west, thinking thereby to 
pass for China ; but in the latitfde of siagty^five degrees 
we fell in with another shore, and there found another 
passage of twenty leagues broad, •directly west, into the 
same, which we supposed to be our hoped street. We 
entered into the same thirty or forty leagues, finding it 
neither to wyden nof streighten ; then, considering that 
the yeere was spent (for •this was tfie five of August), 
not knowing the length of the streight and dangers 
thereof* we tooke it our best course to return with notice 
of our good successelfor this small time of search. And 
so returning in a sharpe fret of westerly windes, the 
£J)th of ^September we ayived at Dartmouth ; and 
acquainting master secretary Walsingham, with the rest 
of the honourable and worshipfull adventurers, of all 
Our proceedings, I was appointed again, the second yeere, 
to search the battomeof this streight, because, by all 
likelihood, it was the place and passage by us laboured 
for. *In this second attempt the ryerch^nts of Exeter, 
and other places of the west, became adventurers in the 
action ; so that being sufficiently furnishdti for five 
months, and having direction to search these streights 
untill we found the same to fall into another sea upon 
the west side of this part ftf America, we should againe 
returne > for then it was not to be doubted but shipping, 
with trade, might safely be conveied to China and the 
parts of Asia. We departed from Dartmouth, and ar- 
riving upon the south pafft of the coast of*DesolatioifJ 
coasted the same upon his west shore to tjje latitude of 
sixtie-fi^e degrees ; and there an cored among the isles 
bordering upon the same, where we refreshed ourselves, 
o 2 
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The people of this plac^ came likewise unto us ; through 
whom I understood, by their signes, that towards the 
north tlfeVsea was large/ At this place the chiefe ship 1 
whereupon*! trusted, called the^Mermuyd of Dartmouth, 
found many occasions of discontentment ; and being un- 
willing* to proceed, shee there forsook me. When con- 
sidering how 1 had given my faith and most constant 
promise to my worshipfull good friend master William 
Sanderson, who of all men was the greatest adventurer 
in that*acti<*n, and took such care for the performance 
thereof that he hath to my knowledge at one time dis- 
bursed as much money as any five others whatsoever 
out of fyis owne purse, when some of the companie have 
bene slack in giuing in their aduenture ; and also know- 
ing that I ^hould lose the fauour o v M. secretary W al- 
singham if I shoulci shrink fiom his direction, — in one 
small barke of thirty tunnes, whereof M. Sanderson was 
owner, alone, without further company, I proceeded on 
my voyage ; and arriving at these slreights, followed the 
same eighty leagues, until I came among many islands, # 
where the water did ebbe an {j flow sixe fadome upright, 
and where there had bene great trade of people to make 
traine. But by such things as there we found, we 
knew that they were not Christians of Euroj*} that had 
fled that trade : in fin*, by searching with our boat, we 
found small hope to pass any farther that way, and 
therefore recouWd jfie“sea, and coasted the shore to- 
wards the south ; and in so doing (for it was too late to 
search towards the north) we found another great inlet*, 
neere forty leagues broad, where the water entered in 
with violent swixtnesse : this we also thought might be 
a passage ; for, no doubt, the horth parts of America are 
all islands, by aught that I could perceive therein. But 
because* I was alone in a small bark of thirtie tunnes, 
and the yeere spent, I entered not into the same, for it 
\fras now the*7th of September ; but, coasting the shore 
tow T ardes the south, wee saw aji incredible number of 
birds : hauing diuers fishermen abooard our barjje, they 
all concluded that there was a great skull of fish. We, 
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being vnprouided of fishing furniture, with a long spike 
nayle made a hooke, and fastened the same to one of 
* our sounding lines : before th^ baite if as crfnged, we 
tooke more than f§rtie gf eat cods, the fish swimming so 
abundantly thick about dhr barke as is ^credible to be 
reported ; of which, with a s^pall portion of salt that we 
had, we preserued some thirtie couple, or thereabouts, 
and so returned to England. And having reported to 
M. secretarie Walsingham the* whole successe of this 
attempt, he commanded me to*present jirfto tlfe most 
honourable lord high treasurer of England some part of 
that fish : which when his lordship saw, and heard at 
lajge the relation of this second attempt, I rec<jjued fa- 
vourable countenance from his honour, aduising me to 
prosecute the action,* of which his lordship (jpnceiued a 
very good opinion. Tlfe next yere, although diners 
of tlw aduenturers fell from the action, as all the western 
marchants, and most of those in London ; yet some pf 
the aduenturers, botTi honourable and worshipfull, con- 
tinued their willing fauour and charge, so that by this 
meanes the next yere twc*shippes were appointed for 
the fishing, and one pinness for the discouerie. 

“ Departing from Dartmouth through God’s merci- 
full fauour, I arrived the place of fishing ; and there, 
according to m ^directions, I left the two ships to fol- 
low that busincs, taking their fajthful promise not to 
depart vntil my returne vnto them* which should be in 
tfie fine of August, and so in the barke I proceeded for 
the discouerie. But after my departure, Tn sixeteene 
days the two shippes had finished their voyage, and so 
presently departed for England, without regard of their 
promise ; myselfe not distrusting any such hard mea- 
sure, proceeded to the discouerie, and followed my course 
in the free and open sea betweene north and north-west 
to the latitude of 67 degrees, and then I might see 
America west from me, *anil Gronland, wtiicli I callAl 
Desofation, east: then, when I saw the^land of both 
sides, \ began to distrust it would prove but a gulfe. 
Notwithstanding, desirous to know the full certainty, I 
. c 3 • 
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proceeded, and in 68 ^degrees tlie passage enlarged so 
that I could not see the western shore. Thus I continued 
to the laVtude 6f 73 degrees, in a great sea free from 
yce, coasting the western shor£ of Desolation : thtj peo- 
ple came continually rowing oftt vnto me in their canoes, 
twenty 1 ; forty, and one hundred at a time, and would 
give me fishes dryed, — salmon, salmon peale, cod, caplin, 
lumpe, stone-base, and such like ; besides diuers kinds of 
birds, — as partrige, pesant, owls, sea-birds, and other 
kinds fle&h* I still laboured by signes to know from 
them what they knew of any sea, toward the north ; they 
still made signes of a great sea, as we understood them. 
Then \ departed from that coast, thinking to discover 
the north parts of America; and after I had sailed to- 
wards the f west forty leagues, I fel upon a great banke 
of yce : the wind being north and blew much, I was 
constrained to coast the same toward the south, not see- 
ing any shore west from me, neither was there &ny yce 
towards the north, but a great sea, free, large, very salt, 
and blew, and of an unsearchable depth : so coasting to-, 
wards the south, 1 came toithe place where I left the 
ships to fish, but found them not. Then, being for- 
saken and left in this distresse, referring myself to the 
mercifull providence of God, I { shaped my course for 
‘England, and unhoped for of any, Gofi alone releiuing 
me, 1 arrived at Dartmouth. By this last discouerie, 
it seemed most manifest that the passage was free and 
without impediment toward the north ; but by reasop 
of the Spaftish fleet, and unfortunate time of M. Secre- 
taries death, the voyage was omitted and never sitliens 
attempted. The cause why 1 use this particular relation of 
all my proceedings for this discouery, is to stay this ob- 
jection, why hath not Davis discouered this passage being 
thrice that waves emploied ? How far I proceeded and in 
what forme this discouery lieth, doth appeare vpon the 
gtobe which M. Sanderson to *nis very great charge hath 
published, fo^ the which he deserveth great fauor and 
commendations." * * 

* Hakluyt, UL 119, 120. 
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The progress made by Dfvis in these voyages, 
although it was not decisive enough to induce commer- 
cial men*to risk any more capit|d upon jhe ui^brtaking, 
was yet of sufficient irqportance to encourage the san. 
guiiffe hopes of mariners # who, like himself, believed in 
the practicability of the passage. In Ms first # voyage, 
as we have seen, Davis disccfcered a part of Greenland, 
to which he gave the name of the Land of Desolation, 
sailing afterwards through those waters which have since 
been called Davis's Straits, am£ thence to tjje latitude of 
66 ° 40' ; and in his last, he proceeded again through 
the Straits to about, eft nearly \ 3 °, and found an open 
sea to the south west. These expeditions took place 
dfiring Frobisher's life-time, and as he had fhade the 
first attempt to expjore a north-west passage, and may, 
therefore, be said to hav<* given a divect impulse to sub- 
sequent discoveries in that direction, a brief glance at 
the voyages of those adventurers who immediately fol- 
lowed him in the s#me track, will not be wholly irrele- 
vant to the subject of this biography. 

• Mr. Henry Hudson, who had previously failed in his 
efforts to make a north-eas? passage, attempted the north- 
west in l6l0. The straits and bay which bear his 
name were the result, affording fresh evidence of the 
extent of the^ undiscovered waters ; but a mutiny 
amongst his seamen, who abandoned him in a situation 
of iTnminent danger, compelled #iiin to forego any fur- 
ther progress. In the following ^ear, James Hale and 
•William Baffin embarked upon the same^course; but 
Hale was murdered by a native, and the object of the 
adventure was defeated. Baffin again set sail in lfil5, 
and passing through Daris's Straits explored the sea in- 
dicate^! by that navigator, and found that it was a large 
bay, which has been subsequently laid down in the 
maps as Baffin's Bay. Stimulated by this discovery, he 
returned in the following year, found a* inlet in jthe 
latitude of 78°, which he called Sir Thomas Smith's 
Sound, but could not make any furthei*progress. This 

• _ A 
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failure was still more fliscouraging than any that hail 
previously occurred, in consequence of the expectation 
excited the^precedi’ig voyage; but Baffin always 
maintained his opinion k in favour of the north-west 
passage. u c « * 

The^ discovery of Hudson's Bay led to an attempt,. in 
l6ll, to complete the investigation of that sea, which 
was undertaken by Mr. (afterwards sir Thomas) Button, 
who advanced 200 leagues farther to the south-west, 
and triced a great continent, to which he gave the name 
of New Soutli< Wales, fie was the first navigator who 
touched at the eastern coast of ‘'America to the west of 
Hudson's Bay. On the same coast he also discovered 
a cluster of islands, called by him Mancel's but nCw 
known as Mansfield’s Islands. These discoveries were 
attempted 'to be followed up, ;n l6l4, by captain Gib- 
bon, but without any success. 

Several similar expeditions were undertaken^ about 
this period by the king of Denmark, whose attention 
had been drawn to the subject by Frobisher’s voyage, 
and who believed that the geographical position of hio 
kingdom afforded him greatei advantages in exploring 
the northern seas than any other nation possessed. But, 
although he took the trouble to send to Iceland and 
Norway for seamen, supposing t£mt they could endure 
the hardships of the climate better than his own sub- 
jects, he made no advance towards the accomplishment 
of his object. At fcngtb, in 1 C 1 9, an intrepid and 
able mariner, Captain John Munk, undertook the voy.£ 
age, and arrived safely at Cape Farewell. Here, in 
the latitude of 60° 30', he encountered an extraordi- 
nary change of temperature, the cold being one day so 
intense that the tackle was frozen and laden withicicles, 
and useless to the sailors ; while on the very next day 
the weather was so sultry and overpowering that the 
men were obfged to work in their shirts. Munk appears 
toMiave been a man of great courage and capable of 
end 0 ring the greatest calamities with exemplary forti- 
tude. During the winter he passed in Hudson's Bay, 
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the hardships he underwent afe described as having 
been almost incredible. “ In the month of May, 1620,” 
•we are informed, “ he found himself glone ; JbtL hut, 
scarce alive himself, and almost morally certain that 
all hft mariners were dead: he collected his spirits, 
however, as well as he could, crawled otft, and /ound, 
of all his crew no more thlh two left, and those in 
almost as weak a condition as himself; however, they 
removed the snow in some places, and finding fresh 
herbs underneath, recovered fiyip the scun*y by seating 
them ; and when the season permitted, *and they had 
collected a little provision, thcyjeft their ship behind 
them, and ventured to return in their pinnace, with 
wNTch, after overcoming great difficulties, thejf safely 
arrived in Norway.’ •* The sequel of Munk’s history 
is even more melancholy than the narrative df his suf- 
ferings. A few years afterwards he revived th<i design 
of finding the north-west passage, and his talents as a 
navigator and mathtdnatician were held in such high 
estimation by the Danish nobility and merchants, that 
Vjoint-stock capital was rjadily furnished to carry the 
project into effect. At this juncture the king sent for 
him, and demanded to be informed how it happened 
that he had not discovered the passage on his last voy- 
age ; upon whicfc Munfc gave hi^majesty a full account 
of his misfortunes. But the king, instead of being 
moved by the narrative of his distresses, ftproached him 
with his failure, and told him that? he had already lost 
rflen enough. Munk, wounded by these gmdeserved 
censures, made a hasty answer, which provoked his ma- 
jesty so much that he struck him with a cane. This 
indignity took such an effort upon the mind of the valiant 
officer, Jhat he went home, and, refusing all nourish- 
ment, died in a few days. Thus terminated thg expe- 
ditions of the Danes in that quarter, the fate of Munk 
deterring them from again venturing uponsuth a perilous 
undertaking. 


* Harris’s Collection, vol.ii. Folio. 
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The Greenland Cofeipany continued for manv years 
to prosecute the discovery, but without much suc- 
cess, "tustruotions w&e regularly issued to ail the Eng- 
lish captains engaged in thart trad* for the purpose of 
directing their operations towards an object which was 
still held to w be attainable by the most distinguished 
seamen of the age. One of these commanders, Thomas 
Marmaduke of Hull, penetrated as far as 82° north 
latitude, to the extremity of Greenland ; and it was 
belietXd that if he Hd kept out to the westward, he 
would have floated into the open sea, and finally solved 
the problem. In 1 631, another attempt was made by 
Captain Fox, who asserted that lie traversed in succes- 
sion the various tracks of Frobisher, Davis, Hudson, 
Baffin, and Button, but did not pretend to have achieved 
any new ^discovery. Captafti James, who followed and 
fell in with him near Port Nelson, was equally unsuc- 
cessful, and the question up to this time still remained 
open to controversy ; but every Successive voyage con- 
tributed to justify and confirm the calculations of Gil- 
bert and the enthusiasm of Frobisher, who never ceased 
to express his conviction that a north-west passage 
would be ultimately established. The only naval autho- 
rity of any weight, who seems not to have been thoroughly 
satisfied about its existence, Wks sir JVilliam Monson, 
whose original doubts, nevertheless, were very much 
shaken by Hftdson’ti discoveries. “ I have pefused,” 
he says, “ all the voyages to the north-west made by 
sir Martiiv Frobisher and Mr. John Davis, with whom 1 
have often conferred touching this passage, and I have 
found by them a likelihood of it, but no more assurance 
than from those that lievSt went so far as they did. 
Therefore, whatever is hitherto done is but imaginary. 
I must confess that the last year’s attempt of Hudson’s 
has given us knowledge of four hundred leagues further 
^:han ever Was known before <5 and out of this discovery 
we may conjecture more or less possibility oP it." * 

* Motion’s Tracts in Churchill, vol lii. 398. ' 
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Having thus delivered his own pinion, and given an 
analysis of Hudson’s voyage, he concludes bv laying 
# down a ( plan for undertaking th( discovery ; wfich, at 
all events, proves that he thought there was enough of 
probability to warrant perSeVerance in th^enfcerprise. 

The gallant conduct of Fjobisher upon every occa- 
sion of imminent danger to which he was exposed, is 
warmly testified by those historians of his three voy- 
ages who participated in the peril and witnessed his 
courage, patience, and self-p<w#ssion. Irwevefy case 
of extreme risk he wa^the first to venture life, and to 
inspire his desponding follower^ with hope. Having 
los^five of his men, who were captured by the Indians 
on the first voyage, he left no meanB untried in nis sub- 
sequent ventures to discover whether they still lived, 
and, if so, to rescue them from £aptivity. In the 
second voyage, being informed by the savages through 
the medium of signs, that the men were living and 
should be delivered up, and being requested to write to 
# them, the savages indicating that they knew the use of 
writing, he despatched the/ol lowing letter to the cap- 
tives, which affords a strong proof of the ardour and con- 
stancy of his character. 

“ In the naftie of *God, in whom we all beleeue, 
who (I trust) hath preserued vour bodies and soules 
amongst these infidels, I com menu jne ufito you. I will 
be glad to seeke by al means you can deuise, for your 
deliuerance, either by force, or with any commodities 
within my ships, which I will not spare for your sakes, 
or any thing else I can doe Jjr you. I have aboord of 
theirs, a man, a woman, jJhd a child, which I am con- 
tented <o deliver for you, but the man which I carried 
away from hence the last yeere, is dead in England. 
Moreover, you may declare unto them, that if they de- 
liuer you not, I will ntft leaue a man d!iue in their 
county. And thus, if one of you can Come to speake 
with qje, they shall have either the man, woman, or 
childe, in pawne for you. And thus unto God, whom 
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I trust you doe serve? in hast I leaue you, and to him 
we willdayly praye for you. This Tuesday morning 
the seuroth of* August* anno 1577. 

Yours to the utterfnost c ft my power, ( 

9 * %{ Martin Frobisher. 

Cf f have sent you byrthese bearers, penne, ynk, and. 
paper, to write back vnto me againe, if personally you 
cannot come to certify me of your estate/' * 

TH§ prisoners, hotfferer, if they still survived, were 
never recovered, nor could Frqbisher, notwithstanding 
the efforts he made to trace them, even ascertain their 
fate, ^peaking of that voyage, Settle observes, % that 
upon approaching Frobisher’s straits, they seemed to be 
shut up with ice, “ which gave ho little cause of dis- 
comfort to us all;* but our general (to whose diligence 
imminent dangers and difficult attempts seemed nothing, 
in respect of his willing mind for the commoditfie of his 
prince and country), with two little pinnaces prepared 
of purpose, passed twice through them to the east shores 
and the islands thereunto adjacent ; and the ship, w'ith 
the two barks, lay off’ and on something further into the 
sea, from the danger of the ice/' Frobisher appears 
always to have gone upon shore himself, especially when 
the crew betrayed any* apprehensions about the natives, 
and to have set the example to his men in exploring for 
good harbourage, or endeavouring to make a passage 
through the ice; so that whatever risk was to be en- 
countered, °he took a prominent share in it. On one 
occasion, having mistaken their course, in consequence 
of the great similarity of the coasts, Frobisher, who 
was well aware of the error, prudently persuaded the 
fleet that they were in the right course, a Howbeit, 1 
suppose,” says the old chronicler, “ he rather dissembled 
his opinion therein than otherwise, meaning by that 
pdicie (beiifjj; himself led with an honourable desire of 
further discovery) to induce the fleet to follow him, to 


Hakluyt, iu. 70. 
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see a further proofe i of that placet: and, as some of the 
companie reported, he hath since confessed, that if it 
4iad not been for the charge and dare he bad of-lhe fleet 
and freighted ships^he both would and could .have gone 
through to the South Sea, called Mar del Sur, and dis- 
solved the long doubt of the passage which we se*ke to 
flnde to the rich country of Csfcaya/ 

The resolution with which he acted on this last voyage, 
when the men, finding themselves surrounded by ice, 
and believing it to be utterly iqijossible to make War- 
wick's Sound, the destined port of the ve&eis, began to 
exhibit manifest terror, and to murmur against him for 
his “ wilful manner of proceeding," proved his great 
capacity for the arduous task he had undertaken/ The 
dangers presented on all sides by the inclement elements, 
were trifling in comparison with the horrors of the 
threatened mutiny under such circumstances ; but Fro- 
bisher Vifls determined in spite of all difficulties to per- 
severe. The whole harrative is strikingly descriptive 
of the scene, and illustrative of the fortitude of the 
fidroic Frobisher. 

“ Some desired to discover some harborow thereabouts 
to refresh themselves and reform their broken vessels 
for a while, vntil the north and north-west windes 
might disperse the yce, find make^he place more free to 
passe. Other some forgetting themselves, spake more 
undutffully in this behalfe, saying* tilat th<?y had as leave 
be hanged when they came home, £s without hope of 
saSftie to seeke to passe, and so to perish amongst the yce. 

“ The general not opening his eares to the peeuish 
passion of any priuate person, but chiefly respecting 
the accomplishment of tbgrcause he had undertaken 
(wherein the chiefe reputation and fame of a general 
and captaine consisteth), and calling to his remembrance 
the short time he had in hand to prouide so great a 
number of ships their loading, determined with thir* 
resolution to passe and recouer his poste, or else there 
to bury himself with his attempt. J 
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“ Notwithstanding,! somewhat to appease the feeble 
passions of the fearfuller sort, and, the better to enter- 
taine dike for £ seasoA, whilst the yce might the better 1 
be dissoli^d, he haled on th^fleete^with the belief that 
he would put them into h&rborow : therefore whftst the 
shippes layoff and on under Hatton’s headland, be sought 
to goe in with his pinne&es amongst the islands there, 
as though he meant to search for harborow, where in* 
deede he meant nothing lease, but rather sought if any 
one night* be found in #i that place, as by the sequele 
appeared. • 

“ In the raeane time, whitest the fleefce lay thus 
doubtfully without any certaine resolution what to do, 
being hard aboord the lee-shore, there arose a suddbine 
and terrible tempest, at the south-south-east, whereby 
the yce btgan maiuellously to gather about us. 

“ Whereupon euery man, as in such case of *extre- 
mitie he thought best, sought the wisest way^for his 
o'wne safetie. The most part of the fieete, which were 
further shot up within the straights, and so farre to the 
leeward, as that they could ^iot double the land, follow- 
ing the course of the general, who led them the way, 
tooke in their sayles, and layde it a hull amongst the 
yce, and so passed over the storme, and had no extre- 
mitie at all, but for a # sliort tim£ in the same place. 

u Howbeit the other ships which plyed out to sea- 
ward, had an ixtrenie fctorme for a longer season . 1 And 
the nature of the plbce is such, that it is subject diuersly 
to diuers windes, according to the sundry situation bf 
the great Alps and mountainea there, every mountaine 
causing a seuerall blast, pirrie, after the maner of a 
Leuant. * 

“ In this storme, being the six and twentieth of 
July, there fell so much snow, with such bitter cold 
aire, that we could not scarce see one another for the 
game, nor open our eyes to handle our ropes and sayles, 
the sn<w being about half a foot deepe upon the hatches 
of our ship, Which did so wet thorough our poor mari- 
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ners' clothes, that he that had tfive or six shiftes of 
apparel] had scarce one drie thread to his backe. which 
land of wet and coldness, together With the overl JSburing 
of the poore men amidst the yce, bred no small, sicknesse 
amongst the fleete, which somewhat discouraged 6ome 
of the poore men, who had not experience of the like 
before, every man persuading Yimself that, the winter 
there must needes be extreme, where they found so un- 
seasonable a sommer. 

“ And yet, notwithstanding {Jiis cold aire,#the vunne 
many times hath a marvellous force of lfeate amongst 
those mountaines, insomuch, th?t when there is no 
breth of winde to bring the cold aire from the dispersed 
yce upon us, we shall be weary of the bloming neate ; 
and then sodainely with a pirry of wiiti, which cometh 
downe from the hollownesse of the’ hilles, ’we shall 
have such a breth of heate brought upon our faces as 
though we were entered within some bath-stove or bote- 
house ; and when the first of the pirry and blast is past, 
we shall haue the winde sodainely anew blow cold 
ag’aine. „ 

“ In this storme the Ann Frances, the Moone, and 
the Thomas of Ipswich, who found themselves able to 
hold it up with a saiJe, and could double about the Cape 
of the Queen’s fiorelanS, plyed -iut to seaward, hold- 
ing it far better policie and safetie to seeke sea-roome, 
than t,6 hazard the continuance of the stdrme, the dan- 
ger of the ice, and the lee-shore. 

* t( And, being uncertaine at this time of the general's 
private determinations, the weather being so darke that 
they could not discerne one arpther, nor perceiue which 
way he wroughte, betooke f dleraselves to this course for 
best andw safest. 

“ The general, notwithstanding the great storme, 
following his own former resolution, sought by all 
ineanes possible by a shorter way to recouir his poBt* 
and where he saw the yce neuer so little open, he gat 
in at onp gappe and out at another, anu* so himselfe 
valiantly led the way thorow before to induce the fleete 
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to follow after, and with incredible paine and perifl at 
length gat through the yce ; and upon the one and 
thirtieflrof July recovered his long wished 
many attempts and sundry times b&tja;; put 
came to anker in the Countfclse dr- 'Warwick Soimd> ift 
the entrance whereof, when he thought all perill past, 
he encountered a great island of yce, which gaue the 
Ayde such a blow, having a little before wayed her 
anker a cocke bill, that it broke the ankeriftouke through 
the step’s kowes undewtjie water, which caused so great 
a leake, that with much adoe jhey preserued the ship 
from sinking. * k 

“ A£ their arrival here, they perceiued two shipg at 
anker within the harborough, whereat they began much 
to marvell and greatly to rejoice, for those they knew to 
be the Michael, Vherein was the lieutenant-general, 
captaine Fenton, and the small bark called the Gabriel, 
who so long time were missing, and never beard of 
before, whom euery man made the last reckoning neuer 
to heare of againe. 

“ Here every man greatly rejoy ced of their happie 
meeting, and welcomed one another after the sea irian- 
ner, with their great ordinance, and when each party 
had dipped up their sundry fortunes and perils past, 
they highly prased God, and altogilher upon their 
knees gave him due, humble, and hearty thankes ; and 
master Wolfalfj a ljarfted man, appointed by her ma- 
jesties councill to be their minister and preacher, made 
unto them t godly sermon, exhorting them especially to 
be thankful to God for their "strange and mlraculous deli* 
verance in those so daoge^us places.” A > 

The high naval reputatioiTand great experience which 
Frobisher acquired in th^see^editions, seedily ' 

mended him to employment* ,.M^withiBtaBding * 
success of liis efforts to establish ihe north«#est passage ^ 
Ifcid a fitting opportunity for ^js serviced waa ^Jfered iU 

1385, by the impending dispute^ with die kiftg of 
c» 

* Hakluyt, iii. 83, \ 
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TfiommmL is kniqhted. 

Spain, Arising from an embargo taid by that govern-, 
mem upon ail English vessels. ly consequence jjf that 
queen Elizabeth, entertaining n<* hope of pro- 
curing satisfaction the court of Spain by tmicable 
measures, issued letters of* reprisal, authorising he^ 
subjects to arrest all ships or merchandise they should 
find at sea belonging to that power, for the purpose of 
indemnifying themselves lor any losses they might 
have sustained. She commissioned sir Francis Drake, 
at the saule time, with a fleet af*one-and-twlnty,*or, 
according to Monson, five^-and-twenty sail, to make an 
expedition against the West Indies, Vhere the Spaniards 
were least prepared to resist so formidable a descent. 
Frobisher was distinguished by the honourable post of 
vice-admiral, or secondrin command on this occasion ; 
and the zeal, energy, and courage he displayed in that 
brief but hazardous service, led to a still higher dis- 
tinction -three . years afterwards, when the Spanish . 
Armada threatened the coasts of England. As the 
progress and fate of that armament have been already 
refaxed in detail in the course r*>f these biographies, it is 
unnecessary to retrace events already so familiar to the 
reader ; but it is essential to specify the prominent 
position that was assigned to Frobisher in that glorious 
action. » * 

Of the force that was brought against the Armada, 1583, 
' there wefe thirty-four vessels of her majesty’s serving 
immediately with the lord high admiral, who com- 
maiuled in a ship of 800 tons burthen. TWbre was 
another vessel of equal tonnage commanded by sir John 
f Hawkins ; hut, with the except^ of a vessel of 1000, 
commanded by lord Edmund Sheffield, and the Triumph, 
commanded by Frobisher, the other vessels were all of 
inferior tonnage. The Triumph was the largest vessel 
in the service, being no less than 1100 tons burthen; 
and it may be inferred that tl& selection of Frobisher to 
take the command bf her was a mark of pecujiar confi- 
dence and distinction. In the course of the anxious 
days that ensued after this formidable fleet put out to 
vol. y. D 
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sea, it was considerSd advisable that the whole force 
shouM be divided into four squadrons, for the command 
of winch the 1 most ^skilful navigators ” were expressly 
chosen the lord admiral commanding the first 
squadron, J)rake the second, Hawkins the thifd, and 
Frobisher the fourth. ( In the flying engagement that 
followed off the Isle of Wight, Frobisher exhibited 
great ability in extricating himself from a situation of 
considerable danger,* and was knighted the next day 
together ^ with lord Thomas Howard, lord, Sheffield, 
Roger Townshend, and Hawkins. 

The fame of si; Martin Frobisher was now at its 
height ; and if opportunities had arisen for the exer- 
cise of his talents, he must have taken and held*a still 
more conspicuous place amongst the English com- 
manders. But the principal occupations afforded to 
naval enterprise during the few succeeding y#ars lay 
. in the private adventures that were undertaken against 
the Spaniards. The letters of reprisal granted to the 
English merchants encouraged a variety of speculations 
of that kind ; for the Spaniards offered a rich harvest 
of booty, which their government was too weak to pro- 
tect efficiently on the open seas. The defeat of the 
Armada led to an expectation that some attempt would 
be made to repaid so signal a diatom fiture ; and the 
English cabinet cpnsidered that it was necessary, under 
all the circumstances, to maintain a fleet upon tne Span- 
ish coast, partly to prevent any hostile preparation, and 
partly tb intercept the Spanish trade with the Indies, 
at that time one of its most copious springs of revenue. 
Agreeably to this resofcuion, ten ships, divided into two 
1590. squadrons, were sent out in 1590 — one squadron com- 
manded by sir John Hawkins, and the other by sir 
Martin Frobisher. Upon receiving intelligence of this 
movement, the king of Spain ordered out twenty ships 
* of the fine for the purpose of forming an escort to the 
Indian vessels and carracks on their homeward voyage ; 
but he had hardly issued this order than he retracted it, 
and countermanded the sailing of the Indian vessels. 
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directing them to winter in the /ndies rather than to 
venture out to sea that year. This arrangement, ^ile it 
Successfully frustrated the hopes of the English squa- 
xtous iiffconvenience to the’Spani&h 
calculat&f upon the regular arrival of 
their merchandize ; and the long delay of the good! led 
to numerous bankruptcies in Seville. In the meanwhile, 
Frobisher and Hawkins cruised fruitlessly for seven 
months along the coast of $pain and the neighbouring 
islands without taking a single shi£ ; and a$ ldfct falling 
in an attempt upon the ,castle of Fial, which had re- 
cently been re-fortified, they returned to England, having 
gained no positive advantage by the enterprise beyond 
that of embarrassing the operations of the enemy. 

We next find sir Martin Frobisher superseding sir 1592. 
Walter Raleigh in the command of an expedition against 
the Spaniards, mainly directed to Panama, from whence 
they were* in the habit of exporting gold to Europe. 

This expedition was partly a private speculation, and 
partly public, the two principal vessels being fitted up 
by ^government, and the reft by private individuals. 

Upon this occasion, as upon the former, orders were 
issued by the Spanish authorities prohibiting their ves- 
sels from putting out to s(ja ; and sir Walter Raleigh bad 
reached Cape Finiiterre before he ffcceived information 
to that effect. A violent storm soor^ afterwards com- 
mitted considerable damage upon h'f vessels, and, re- 
solving to return to England himself, he divided his 
ships into two squadrons, giving the command of one 
to sir Martin Frobisher, with orders to cruise on the 
Spanish coast, and directing sir^uhn Burroughs to pro- 
ceed with the other to the Azores, there to lie in wait 
for the East India carracks, which used to touch at 
those islands on their return. As there are different 
versions extant of the circumstances under which sir 
Walter Raleigh retired from*the command of tins expe- 
dition, i$is desirable to observe that Monsoi^ dates the 
recal some t days after the vessels were at sea, while 
Hakluyt assigns it to the morning after their departure 
d 2 


drons, produced st 
merchants, Who had 
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from England. M<ki son’s words are as follow : t( Sir 
Walk's design was fo have surprised some place in the 
Westlndies* but being at sea, and spending two oV 
three diys in foul weather,* her majesty was pleased to 
command hjg return, and' fo commit the charge of the 
ships to sir Martin Ijrobisher, who was sent down 
for that purpose; but with an express command not 
to follow the design of the West Indies.” 

Hakluyt says, that <c sir Walter Raleigh put to sea the 
lst*Df Miay, and theory next day sir Martin Frobisher, 
in a pinnace of the lord adipiral's, called the Disdain, 
met him, and brought letters of revocation from the 
que$n, with command to relinquish (for his own part) 
the intended attempt, and to leave the charge anti con- 
duct of r all things in the handB«of sir John Burroughs 
and sir Martin Frobisher ; but that his honour being so 
far engaged in the undertaking of this voyage*. that he 
could not, with reputation, and satisfaction to feis friends, 
leave his fleet which was now uWer sail, he put a du- 
bious construction on the queen's letter, as if it left him 
at his liberty to proceed o$ to return, and thereby Con- 
tinued his course, till the advice he received off’ Cape 
- Finisterre made him alter his resolution.” It is certain, 
however, that sir Walter w as distinctly recalled, that he 
accompanied the fleet as far as Cape Finisterre, and 
that, then taking Jeave of his friends, the command de- 
volved upon Burroughs and Frobisher, froih whom 
several of the private adventurers separated shortly after 
they undertook their duties. Before this separation 
took place, however, the united squadron fell in with 
a Biscayan ship of fafi^Mons burthen off* the coast of 
Spain, and seizing the whole of her cargo sent her to 
.England. Her cargo consisted of iron-w'oak, such as 
horse-shoes, bars, bolts, locks, plough-shares, &c., and 
was valued by the English at 6000/. or 7000/., but was 
worth treble that sum to *the Spaniards. This adven- 
ture was succeeded by the capture of a Spanish fly-boat 
near Lisbon, which prize fell into the hands of sir John 
Burroughs. 
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At this time the Spaniards had k fleet at sea, and sir 
Martin Frobisher, with an inadeqiytte force of thwe or 
/our ships, hung upon the coast, being exposed ail the 
while to great peril* owing to the inferiority of his 
vessels.® Burroughs, who sffiPed towards the islands, had 
a narrow escape from the enemy, whom he discovered 
to the seaward of him, and, but for the speed of his 
ship, he must have fallen into their hands. He took 
several caravels in his voyage, and joining some vessels 
under the command of the earl of Cumberland* weftt in 
chace of a richly-laden carrack. The enemy, finding 
themselves in imminent (fanger, ran the carrack ashore, 
and setting fire to her, endeavoured to destroy the goad- 
ing ; *but the English landed a hundred men, and were 
fortunate enough to save a part of the cargo. The issue 
of these adventures was the seizure of thfc Madre de Dios, 
a severydecked ship of 1()00 tons burden, laden with 
precious stuffs, drugs, and spices, valued at 150,000/. 

This was the richest'prize that ever was brought into 
England ; nor was it won without a desperate struggle, 
in Vhich even the victors suffered severely. 

The attention of the English government was now 
directed to the coast of Bretagne, where the king of 
France was maintaining a protracted resistance against 
the League. In 1*591 , sir John Norris had been sent 
out from England to Brest, with a force of 3000 men, 
to assist the French king ; but flie^Sparfiards having 
subsequently taken up a fortified position near that place, 
his*majesty besought of the queen the further assistance 
of a naval squadron. The policy of occupying the 
haven of Brest, and preventing Tie Spaniards from put- 
ting in their shipping therefwas promptly recognised 
by her majesty, who dispatched sir Martin Frobisher, 
in 1594, with a fleet of ten ships, according to Camden, 1 , 794 . 
but according to Monson with only four ships of the 
line, having explicit instructions to enter th£ harbour. •» 
The fort of Crodon, near Brest, was then in the posses- 
sion of the Spaniards, and sir John NorriS, who had 
returned fiome to render an account of the state of the 

d 3 * • 
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war, was sent back vith orders to seize upon the fort. 
On the 1st of September, after having, in conjunction 
with the marquis d'Aumont, taken Morlaix and Quim^ 
percorertfin, he lay down kefore«ithe fort, the assault 
being sustained on the other side by sir Marlin Fro- 
bisher. The 1 defence was obstinate, and for a long time 
successful. The loss on the part of the besiegers was 
so heavy, that the queen, learning at what a sacrifice of 
blood the siege was carried on, endeavoured to moderate 
the*»ashif»ess of the ftrgops by issuing fresh instructions 
to the conmiander. In this instrument she admonished 
Norris “ that the Wood of man ought not to be squan- 
dered away at all adventures, that the boiling heat of 
pushing and forward men had need be curbed, arid not 
encouraged and egged on into danger and ruin ; that if 
he observed the& measures he would save the credit of 
his conduct, and sit free at the same time fr*>m the 
charge of cruelty ; and she herself should, upon better 
ground, commend his care and regard for her subjects.” 
This was a hazardous display of tenderness at such a 
moment ; but happily it did not abate the ardour of *the 
besiegers. The place, exhausted and incapable of fur- 
ther defence, surrendered : the garrison was put to the 
sword, and the fort reduced to ashes. The victory was 
decisive, but it was purchased* dearly* Sir Martin Fro- 
bisher, in the beat of the engagement, and setting a 
noble example of Jierbic devotion to his men, received a 
shot in his hip. lie survived this fatal wound until he 
arrived at Plymouth ; but in consequence of the un- 
skilfulness of the surgeon who attended him, he expired 
a few days after his return. 

Thus fell one of the bfel seamen of his age — a man 
of the highest order of courage — an able commander, 
and a zealous prosecutor of geographical discoveries. He 
is said to have been a rigid disciplinarian, and disagree- 
* ably rough in his manners % but his character was well 
adapted to his times, and his energy, firmness, /*nd zeal 
conferred fiistre upon the various services in^ which he 
was engaged. 
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Robert Mansel was descended from an ancient and 
noble family who long held tlipjit seat in Glamorgan- 
shire. He was the third son of sir Edward Mansel, 
knight, and the lady Jane, daughtir of Henry, earl of 
Worcester. At a very early age he embraced the^pro- 
fession of the sea. Under the immediate patronage of 
lord Howard of Effingham, then lord high admiral of 
England, he rose rapidly in the service ; and we find 
him distinguishing himself so conspicuously in the 
Cadiz expedition under the earl of Essex, in 1 506, as 1596. 
to be selected, upon that occasion, for the honour of 
knighthood. This testimony of approbation, however, 
was not conferred upon Mapsel alone ; for it appears, 
that when the English, after forcing their way into the 
town, had succeeded in gaining the market place, where 
the gallant Wingfield was shot in the head, two brave 
men, Savage ani Bagnal, covered with blood and 
wounds, were knighted on the spot, in consideration of 
the valour they displayed in bein§ fye firlt to leap into 
the streets from an adjoining house.* Amongst those 
who followed in the suit of the lord admiral twhen the 
earl of Essex advanced to take possession of the town, 
the name of Robert Mansel is recorded ; and when the 
action was over, he was one*of sixty gentlemen chosen 
from thu officers who served in that expedition, and 
knighted expressly for their courageous conduct.f. 

It cannot now be determined whether sir Robert 
Mansel commanded a ship*m the occasion of this expe-v » 

•I 

* See Lediard, vol. >. For a full account of the Cadi expedition, see 
the life of Essex in Vol- IV. of this senes. 

t A list of the names is given by Camden. 

i > 4 
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dition, or merely held^a subordinate post ; but it is not at 
all improbable that he went out in the command of a vessel 
calledKhe Accjuittanck. We are led to form this con-« 
jecture from an error of rather a rejnarkable kind in the 
MS. lists of vessels, drawn «up by sir William Monson, 
deposited in file Cottonian library. In a list of fourteen 
of the ships, belonging io the fleet destined for Cadiz, 
sir William Monson sets down the name of sir Robert 
Mansfield as the commander of a vessel, the Acquittance; 
but jji his^printed tracts subsequently published, he cor- 
rects this statement by substituting the name of sir 
George Gifford. A similar mi&rake occurs in the list he 
furnishes of the ships employed on the island voyage, 
the lAme of sir Robert Mansfield being set down if; the 
MS. as captain of the admiral’ s lf ship, but, afterwards 
altered ir« the painted tracts to Mansel. Whether it 
may be inferred that the similarity of the names Jed sir 
William Monson into the error in both instances, and 
that sir Robert Mansel, and mx sir George Gifford, 
commanded the Acquittance, we must not venture to 
affirm ; but there is no doubt that Mansel commanded 
the Mary Honora, and afterwards the Repulse, 'under 
the earl of Essex, in the expedition to the islands.* 

1597. Sir William Monson, who also held a command upon 
this occasion, may h^ referred 4 to as /he principal his- 
torian of the vpyage ; but, being personally concerned 
in the events he reiser, he bestows his chief care upon 
those matters whi&i came principally within his own 
observatioj. Ilis narrative, consequently, affords bht 
few individual details, and enables us to assign to sir 
Robert Mansel nothing more than a general participa- 
tion in that unsuccessful t%*orprise. 

Upon his return from tbe islands, sir Rober^ Mansel 
appears to have held high favour with his old patron, 
and to have maintained his interest at court throughout 
f the whole $f the reign of qqeen Elizabeth ; being fre- 
quently employed in active service, especially in defence 
1600. of the coast.i During the interval that elapsed before 

i 

* An account of this expedition has been already given in the life of 
Ess$\, previously referred to. 



ACTION OFF COIMBRA. 


41 


he was called again into any foreign service, he is said to 
have fought a duel with one sir John Heydon or Hey- 
toron ; but the cause of the quarrel? or its ultimate con- 
sequences, we have hpen ui^ble to trace. The^only al- 
lusion lo this circumstance ^ohave found, is in a private 
letter from Rowland White to sir Robert Sydney, in 
which the writer says, n It's imported, that sir Robert 
Mansel and sir John Heydon have fought in Norfolk, 
and both are very dangerously hurt.” * This letter is 
dated the tjth of October, l 600 .^ ManseFs ^ntagqpist 
may have been that colonel Hoybron who •commanded 
the French regiment upoft which tfye king bestowed the 
drapeau blane ; but this is a mere supposition which, 
•even'tf it he correct, throws no light whatever upoff the 
transaction itself. 4 

• While sir Robert Mansel was engaged cruising off the 1602. 
South J orclund, be had the good fortune to render an 
important ^rvicc in intercepting sonu Spanish gallies 
that had just escaped from tin- British tieet off* Coimbra. 

Si William Monson had been sent out with an adequate 
force for the purpose of seizing some ot the rich galleons 
expected from the East, it was arranged that the 
Hutch squadron was to form a junction with the En- 
glish vessels; but finding that they failed to keep their 
engagement, sir Vj£illiain*Monson qpntinued his course 
alone down the coast of Portugal, am! bn ally resolved 
to attaerfe a galleon which lay m ihi* roads* of Coimbra 
protected by eleven gallies. The aAion was decisive. 

Tile garrison, after defending the citadel with much 
bravery, were at last driven out at the point of the bay- 
onet, several of the gallies were Jiurnt and sunk, and the 
galleon captured with a treawsry of a million pieces of 
eight. Qut of this scene of destruction Frederic Spinola 
contrived to escape with six of the gallies, the St. Lewis, 
the St John Baptist, the Lucera, the Padilla, the 'Phi- 
lip, and the St. John ; intending to make fo* the coast 
of Flanders. 

On the 23d of September he entered 4he British 
channel, •near the Straits of Dover, where sir Robert 

* Sydney, State Faperu, vol. ii. p. 217. t 
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Mansel was cruising^ with two men- of- war, supported 
by four Dutch ships, along the French and Flemish 
coasts!* As the gallies approached, only two Dutch 
ships were visible, and Spinojp resolved to engage them : 
but while he was making (Reparations for the attack, 
he discovered one of the English vessels at a distance, 
and/instantly changing^iis course, he stood off for the 
remainder of the day, hoping under cover of the night 
to succeed in reaching his destined port in safety. Fer- 
ceivjpg the intention^of the enemy, sir Robert Mansel 
immediately <gave the signal to chase them, and con- 
tinued to pursue thepi from ei£ht o'clock in the morn- 
ing until sunset. Finding himself thus harassed, 
SpinUa again changed his plans, and made for the, 
English shore, which he approached so closely, that 
some of the slaves, throwing off their chains, dung 
themselves into the sea, and swam ashore. One Eng- 
lish vessel and one or two Dutch ships were lying in 
close to the land ; and sir Robe- 1 Mansel, anticipating 
that the gallies, if they continued their course, must 
fall in with those vessels, stood out to sea, in order *to 
intercept them, if they shohld steer for Flanders,’ The 
event justified his tactics. The English and Dutch 
ships opened a brisk fire upon the gallies as soon as they 
came within gunshot ; but thii energy, having no in- 
clination to risk a contest, took to their oars, and got 
out to sea w welb a- they could without any distinct 
object in view, orSvithout knowing what course to take 
for safety. In the confusion that ensued, one of them 
during the night struck upon the admiral’s ship. A 
volley of guns was discharged into the unlucky bark, 
which brought down mainmast, and committed 
extensive destruction, amongst her crew. A cry of 
terror and agony rose up from her deck, and the admiral 
offered quarter to the miserable survivors. The five 
remamingflgallies came up tp her rescue at this moment, 
* but were received with a broadside. In the meanwhile, 
one m the Outch ships fell foul of the Lucera in the 
dark, and carrying away her rudder disabled her to 
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such an extent, that she immediately sunk, and all 
hands perished* A similar fate attended the Padilla, 
•which was split in pieces by the concujsion ; third 
was lost at sea by tfye uns^ilfulness of the sailors in an 
attempt to put into Calais. The remaining three 
escaped, — Spinola being a second time*successful in 
securing his own safety, witff a very valuable cargo, 
carrying his shattered boats to Dunkirk, where they 
were refitted, and from thence transporting them to 
Sluys. This gallant commander, fell in an epgagfynent 
with the Dutch in the following year.* • 

This action was subsequently s? strangely misrepre- 
sented by Dutch and Flemish writers, that sir Robert 
Mallsel drew up a circumstantial statement of the^rhole 
affair, which, in his qwn vindication, he laid before his 
friend lord Howard. An extract fretn this document 
will afford an excellent characteristic specimen of the 
talents <jf the admiral in delineating those scenes in 
which he occupied sto conspicuous a position. As a 
defence of his conduct it is conclusive. 

'•“On the 23d of September/* he observes, “being 
in the Hope, and having in my company the Advantage 
only of the queen’s ships, which captain Jones com- 
manded, and two Dutch men of war, I rid more than 
half-channel ove* towaftls the cop^t of France, upon a 
north-west and south-east line, myself being nearest 
that ct>ast, captain Jones next fco # me, <Aid the Dutch 
men of war a-sea-board, and to the westward of him. 
The small force at that time present, and wijh me, re- 
maining thus disposed for the intercepting of the gallies, 
having dismissed the Dutch ipen of war, that served 
under me, having upon thtfh* own entreaty to revictual 
and triip, and having employed the rest of the queen's 
ships upon special services, I descried from my top-mast 
heads six low sails, which some made for gallies, others 
affirmed them to be small, barks that had struck their # 
topsaHs, and bound from Dieppe towards the Downs. 
To which opinion though I inclined mifct, yet I di- 

* Campbell’s Naval History, vol. i. 
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rected the master to ^eigh and stand with them, that I 
might learn some news of the gallies, which, by your 
lordsh^/s advertisement sent me, 1 knew had either" 
passed mf that night, or weiye near f at hand, unless the 
sea had swallowed them up, in the storms which had 
raged three d&ys before. Having set myself under sail, 
the weather grew thick, Svhich obliged me to lash some 
two points from the wind towards the English coast, 
lest the continuance of that dark weather might give 
theny po\ver to run (jut a-head of me. About eleven 
o’clock the weather cleared, when I discovered them 
plainly to be the Spapish gallieS so long time expected, 
at which time with the rest I plied to receive them by 
crossing their fore-foot as they stood along the chaitnel, 
which they endeavoured till they perceived that, by the 
continuance of that course, they could not escape the 
power of my ordnance. f 

“All this time these two fly-boats were f between 
them and me; and, as the slaws report that swam 
ashore at Dover, they determined with three gallies to 
have boarded each of those ships, and could have ex- 
ecuted that resolution but fbr the fear of her majesty’s 
great galleon (as they termed the Hope), whose force 
that they shunned in that kind, considering the disad- 
vantage that twice si^of the be4i gallic? that ever 1 saw 
hath by fighting against one ship of her force, I do as 
much commend, as Otherwise I do detest their shame- 
ful working, in thafc full of cowardliness and weakness, 
they rowe<^ back to the westward, and spent the day 
running away, in hopes that the darkness of the night 
would give them liberty sufficient to shun the only ship 
they feared, or that was indeed in the sea at that time 
to give them cause of fear, 1 mean between tfyem and 
Dunkirk or Newport. This error only of theirs bred 
their confusion, as you may perceive by the sequel. 

“ For they no sooner began that course of rowing 
back again, but I instantly made signs for captain Jones 
in the Advantage of the queen’s to come to me, whom 
I presently directed to repair to Calais road, anil there 
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to send the alarm into the States' army assembled before 
Sluys, and to advise such men ot war as kept on the 
• coast of Flanders, upon any othef occasion, to simd off 
to the sea, to meet with t£e gallies in thl night, which 
should be chased by me, w # itji my lights in my top-mast 
heads, and a continual discharging of *ny ordnance. 
Captain Jones having shapeifrhis course accordfhg to 
my direction, I gave orders for hoisting and trimming 
of my sails by the wind to keep sight of the gallies ; 

the two fly-boats, being still a- Weather of me, did the 
i*i • • * a 

like. • 

“ Which chase we held till sun- setting, observing 
this course following all the day. l’hey being a-weather 
of lAe, kept their continual boards, that the gallies were 
always between them ; and myself, being to leeward, 
made such short turns, as 1 kept all the afternoon, in a 
manner even in the very eye of their course, between 
them *and the place of their design, ever discharging my 
best ordnance to warn the Answer of her majesty’s, that 
rid by ray directions at the Downs upon important ser- 
vice, as your lordship knoweth ; and the Flemings that 
were there,* having left the lea, upon unknown grounds 
to me (yet sent from Portsmouth by the most provident 
direction of her sacred majesty to await the coming of 
the gallies), neither cauie they within shot of them till 
after night, howsoever the reputation of the service is 
wholly challenged by them. # * • * 

“ Having given your lordship account how this 
day was thus spent by me from eight o’clock until the 
evening, and with these only helps, 1 beseech* your lord- 
ship to be pleased to understand, that with the setting 
of the sun I could discern the ships last mentioned 
under sail at the Downs, and the gallies to have set 
their sails, directing their course close aboard our shore, 
each of them being out of sight of the other, and 
my Dutch consorts by this time to have ^en left by 
the gallies to a stern chase. When I perceived them* 
to hold that course, which would bring ^them within 
shot of \he Answer, and the rest that were in the Downs 
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I held a clear contrary course from them towards the 
cogst of France, to confirm the secure passage they 
thought to find on ouV coast, which continued until the* 
report of^ their battery gave ^ie assurance of the gallies 
being engaged with them. * » * 

“ How the* battery began, who began it, how it was 
continued, how ended, jmd to whom the reputation of 
the service is due, I leave to be considered by your lord- 
ship by the perusal of the true disclosure following. 
The Answjer of the qujpen which captain Broadgate com- 
manded, as she rid more southerly at the Downs than 
the Flemings, so c^me the ffrst to the gallies, and 
bestowed twenty-eight pieces of ordnance on them be- 
fore tfce Flemings came in, who at length seconded Viim 
with very many shot. , 

“ During this battery of ours upon the gallies, which 
I so term, because they never exchanged one shpt, at 
the very first report of the Answer’s ordnance, I f directed 
the master of my ship to bear up «arith the south end of 
the Goodwin, with which directions I delivered my 
reasons publicly as I stood on the poop of ray shift* 
viz. that if I stood directly into them, the gallies, 
before I could recover the place, would either be driven 
ashore or sunk, and so there would prove no need of 
my force, or else by t their nirdble soling they ivould 
escape the ships, of whom (once getting a-head) they 
would receivetno ^ impediment ; for there was nfo one 
ship but the Advantage in the sea that could hinder 
them to recover any port in Flanders, or the east coun- 
tries (Sluys only excepted), unless I stayed them at 
that sand-head. 9 

“ Having recovered as near that place as I desired, 
I stayed at least a quarter of an hour before r I could 
either see the galley, hear or see any of those ships, 
their lights, or report of their ordnance, which made 
me and allr my company hold opinion, that they had 
outsailed the Answer and the rest of the Flemings, and 
shunned sight of me, by going a-sea-board of my ship, 
which I so verily believed, as 1 once directly’ deter- 
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mined to sail for Sluys, with th^ hope only that the 
preparation which I know the States had there, would 
♦be able to prevent their entrance into that ~*place. 
Whilst I remained ,thus ^oubiful, or rather ^lopeless, 
to hinder their recovery Qf» Dunkirk or Newport, in 
case they had been a-sea-board of me, somfe of the^com- 
pany descried a single galley ]#ying from the shore to 
get a-head of my ship. When she approached within 
caliver-shot, I discharged about thirty pieces of ord- 
nance of my lower and upper tiey at her alonf ; n^self 
with many other in my ship saw when her main-yard 
was shot asunder, heard*the repo# of many shot that 
hit her keel, heard many of their most pitiful outcries, 
whi<?h, when 1 perceived to continue, and, inst&d of 
making way from n^e, to near me what she could, 

1 fore bore shooting, and commanded one that spoke 
the Portuguese language to tell them ; that I was con- 
tented to receive them to mercy, which I would accord- 
ingly have performed, had not the other five gallies 
offered to stand a-head of me at that very instant, and 
thereby would have left me, as they had both the first 
two Dutch ships, and afteAvards the Answer, with the 
rest of the Flemings, had 1 omitted any small time of 
executing the advantage I had of their being on my 
broadside, whicl^ as appears, wjis so effectually em- 
ployed (howsoever the night wherein this service was 
performed might hinder the par*ic»ln»irjention of their 
hurts), as none can deny but that i?od pleased thereby 
ohly to work their confusion : for, since that^time, none 
hath said or can speak of any one shot made towards 
them ; yet four of them are suyk and wrecked, the fifth 
past doing the enemy service, and the sixth they are 
forced Jo new-build at Dunkirk, where (if I be not 
much deceived), she will prove more chargeable than 
profitable, if the default rest not in ourselves. 

“ The disagreement between the Dutch captains them- # 
selvea, touching the stemming and sinking of the gallies 
(whereof one challenged before your lordship, and in 
many o*ther public places, to have stemmed and sunk 
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two himself), and /he, printed pamphjet, containing 
the stemming and jinking of three gafties, gives the* 
reputation thereof to three several captains, amongst* 
whom nj mention is made pf tn^ first ; and, whereas 
there are but two in all mi/ik, I leave to be reconciled 
among them&lves, and to your lordship, whether that 
the same of right appertfineth not to her majesty’s ship* 
the Hope, in respect of the allegations before men- 
tioned, every particular whereof being* to be proved by 
the paths # of my who^company, and maintained with 
the hazard of* my life, with that which followeth : 

“1. As the shotting of tfie single galley’s main* 
yard; my bestowing above thirty pieces of ordnance 
upon*chat one galley within less than caliver-shot. * 

“ 2. That they in the galley njade many lamentable 
outcries for my receiving them into mercy. 

“ 3. That I would accordingly have received /hem, 
but for giving them over, to encounter with # the five 
other gailies, which else had left Rie to a stern chase. 

4. To these reasons* I add the assertion of the 
vice-admiral himself, who told me (whatsoever he spalfd 
in other places), that onJ of the gailies whicli he 
stemmed had had her mainyard shot asunder before his 
coming aboard her ; by whomsoever she was then 
stemmed, your lordship may /hdge who ruined her, 
considering she made no resistance by his own report, 
but by crying for mercy. * 

“ Touching the % bther galley stemmed and sunk, 1 
have already proved how she (as all the rest), had go*t 
a-head the Answer of the queen’s not named, and the 
rest of the statesmen o$ war with her, who challenge 
the whole credit of this service. They, as all other 
seamen, cannot deny but that the gailies will ou/sail all 
ships in such a loome gale of wind and smooth sea, as 
we had that night. 

- The gillies being then quicker of sail than' they, 
how could they by any means possible fetch them up 
but by some Cmpediinent ? Impediment they received 
none but by my ordnance, which amounted to fifty 
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great shot at those five which caro^ last from the shore, 
when all the ships were a mile^ast^rn.^ , 

• “ Some, notwithstanding, put ot their detracting dis- 
position, may perchance say, that the .two wtych were 
wrecked at Newport would *have perished by storm, 
though they had not been battered : wht*reto, though 
I have sufficiently answered, in showing that they 
might have recovered any of the places thereabouts 
before eight o’clock that night but for me, and then 
the second time before the morniiy, hail theyjiot 
encountered by me alone, at the %outh-sand head ; yet, 
for further proof that tifcy miscai^ied by our battery 
only, I say, that if one of the gallies which received 
least damage by our ordnance did outlive Friiftiy’s 
storm continuing till Saturday noon, being driven among 
the islands of Zealand, to recover Caleis, thert surely 
those £wo (unless they had been exceedingly torn), 
would have made shift to have recovered the ports 
Newport, Graveling, o* Dunkirk ; especially since from 
the place where I battered them, they might have been 
at* the remotest of those places, before any storm began. 
But such seemed their haste lo save their lives, as their 
thought ran of a shore, anil not of a harbour. 

“ Now that I have delivered unto your lordship the 
whole and true discourse 5f this bu^ness, I shall forbear 
to trouble your patience with any further relation of 
that night, and the next day's spen^iil^wy <time (though 
the same in their chase had like to nave cost her ma- 
jesty her ship, and the lives of as many as weri; in her), 
and conclude with admiration of their not holding her 
majesty's ship, nor I (her un^orthiest servant), and 
then, and yet, by her highness’s grace and your lord- 
ship’s favour, admiral of the forces in that place, am 
not once mentioned, especially since the six gallies 
might safely have arrived before seven o’clock that 
night, at any of the ports $f Flanders to theawestWard 
of Ostend. And that the Dutch ships, but for the 
signs (signals) they received from me. ThAi, that the 
force of her majesty's ship wherein I was, enforced 
von. v. e * 
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them to keep close aboard the English shore, whereby 
those^ ships in the Downs had power given them to 
come 'to fighj, which fight was begun by the Answei 
of the qpeen’s. r t 

“ And, lastly, since the«gallies escaped their battery, 
and Jiad gotten a-head those ships above a mile at least, 
and never received any^impediment after but only one 
by me, who lingered them (as you^have heard), until 
the coming up of those ships that challenge to stem 
the?), which being gjapted, I cannot see how any other 
credit can rightly be given them (for that stem I mean), 
than to a lackey for r pillaging\hat dead body which his 
master had slain.** * 

'fhe clearness with which this paper is dravfo up, 
exhibits the ability of the writer, in a highly favourable 
point of view, and the circumstantial character of the 
details affords a remarkable evidence of the strictness of 
investigation to which the conduct of public f men waB 
exposed at that period. Such afi investigation was not 
called for in the present instance ; but sir Robert Man* 
sel felt that it was due to his own honour to vindicate 
himself from the first breach of calumny, without wait- 
ing for any formal accusation. The example which he 
thus set to the service was of the utmost value, and was 
duly appreciated in the pr ope ^quarter. Upon the acces- 
sion of king James he was confirmed in the office of vice- 
admiral of l post to which he had beeft previ- 

ously advanced, through the interest of the earl of Not- 
tingham/. and which he filled for many years with gfeat 
credit to himself and advantage to the country. 

1603. James I. ascended $he throne on the 24th March, 
l603. The alteration which this event produced in the 
maritime policy of the country was remarkably. Eliza- 
beth s whole reign was a great war. James, on the con- 
trary, was resolved on peace. In one hour he changed 
, i the entir^aspect of our foreign relations ; recalled the 
fleet ; and stood in amity with the world. The wand 
that had Belong disturbed the passions of mankind was 

* Campbell's Naval Hiitory, vol. it. p.37—44. * 



• COMMISSION OP INQUIRY* 5l 

broken, and England, exhausted* but crowned with 
many victories, was once more restpred to repose. , The 
beneficial effect of such a transition could*not be felt at 
once ; the languor of» fatigue supervened upointhe bus- 
pensiorf of excitement; but/ whatever consequences it 
entailed in other respects, it w^s productive of essential 
benefits to the navy. There was now time to look into 
those defects which could neither be examined nor re- 
medied during the war; and immediate steps were taken ] 604 
for the better victualling of the i^isiy, and for the regular 
supply of the materials requisite for its maiiftenance; but 
these measures not proving adequate to the necessities of 
the case, a commission was issued to the lord high admiral, 
sir Robert Mansel, sir Guildford Slingsby, sir Richard 
Bingley, and Peter Buck, esquire, (all officers of the 
navy,) calling upon them to take the whole subject into 
their consideration, and to report the result. Sir Robert 
Mansel topk a prominent share in this investigation, and 
the report drawn up fly the commissioners proves the 
earnestness with which they set about their laborious 
task, and tbe consummate ahjlity they brought to bear 
upon it. The document is entitled “ A Project for con- 
tracting the Charge of his Majesty’s Navy.” It exhibits 
the then actual state of the navy, the deficiencies of 
stores and means *>f reparation, the strength necessary 
for the efficient protection of the coasts and trade of 
the kingdom, and furnishes clear {fnt? j^'fcifict estimates 
of the expense of the desired improvements, with nu- 
merous suggestions for future regulation. # 

According to this report it appeared that the navy 
stood in need of supplies to the me nt of 20,34*81. 16 *. 
for cordage, masts, anchors, canvas, sea- stores, seasoned 
planks and timbers, long-boats, pinnaces, and lighters. 
Supposing these necessary provisions supplied, the.esti- 
mates of the annual charge of the whole navy were laid 
at 20,8707. 13*. 4 d. These estimates intruded the » » 

charges* for maintaining the navy in harbour, with all 
incidental expenses, allowing four ships to # be always 
employed for guarding the narrow seas, the Severn and 

e 2 * *% 
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the coast of Ireland, and two ships for the western coast. 
All \mnecessary was^e was thus provided againBt, and, 
carefully descending into the minutest particulars affect* 
ing the preservation of the geet, great pains were taken 
to ensure a sufficient force for all purposes. It isVorthy 
of nqte that fa these statements, which are remarkably 
comprehensive in substance upon all points to which 
they refer, scarcely any notice is taken of the naval arse* 
nals at Plymouth and Portsmouth, which were estab* 
lishfd loeg before th^ {ime of king James. The grand 
depot, whiclf had supplanted all others, including Wool* 
wich and Deptford* was Chltham, which appears to 
have been considered more convenient and less expen. 
sive. In reference to the ships employed for th? ser- 
vice of Ireland and the Severn„the commissioners ex* 
pressly brdered * that if any of them should prove soe 
defective, that she cannot continue, she be immediately 
brought about to Chatham, and another fittest out for 
that service/’ Even the guard-slfip stationed in the Irish 
channel, says an intelligent naval writer, was ordered to 
repair, on the approach of winter, up to Bristol, inst^Jd 
of going round the land, a distance very little exceeding 
the former (Portsmouth and Plymouth), and where the 
vessel might have had the advantage of being refitted, 
if necessary, in a king's port.* 1 • 

The result of these inquiries and suggestions was 
highly beneflhiSr^o 1 the service. Greater uniforirfity was 
observed in the management and surveillance of ships, 
and seveial new vessels were built as occasion demanded. 
One of these has bt^n frequently alluded to on account of 
its enormous size, beirg no less than twelve, or according 
to some authors, fourteen hundred tons burthen, and its 
gorgeous decorations which transcended all efforts in 
shipbuilding that had at that period ever been attempted. 
Stow gives the following account of this vessel, which 
1 16 ic. was called the Prince Royal. “ This year (lfilO) the 
kinr* builded a most goodly ship for warre, the keel 
^hereof wls 114 feet in length, and the cross beam was 
* Charaock’6 History of Marine Architecture, voL li. 
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44 feet in length : she will carry pieces of ordnance, 
and is of the burthen of 1400 torfs. This roya], ship 
Ab double built, and is most sumptuously adorned, within 
and without, with alh manner of curious carving, paint- 
ing, and rich gilding, being in mil respects the greatest and 
goodliest ship that ever was builded in England ; and 
this glorious ship the king gave^lo his son Henry, prince 
of Wales ; and the 24th September, the king, the queen, 
the prince of Wales, the duke of York, and the lady 
Elizabeth, with many great lord^.^went unto ^°°l^ c h 
to see it launched ; but because of the ifarrowness of 
the dock it could not tlied be launched ; whereupon the 
prince came the next morning by three o'clock, and 
then at the launching thereof the prince named it’Sfter 
his own dignity, and called it the Prince. The great 
workmaster in building this ship was* master ’Phineas 
Pett, gentleman, some time master of arts at Emanuel 
College, Cambridge.” The decorations of this sumptu- 
ous vessel were far mo'fte magnificent than any ever em- 
ployed before or since ; but its construction was still 
irfdre reiqarkable, as exhibiting a vast improvement 
upon the ingenuity of prececfing ages. u Were the ab- 
surd profusion of ornament/’ says Charnock, (< with 
which the Royal Prince is decorated, removed, its con- 
tour or general abearance would net so materially differ 
from the modern vessel of the same size, as to render it 
an uncommon sight, or a ship in wlft£j?%&riners would 
hesitate at proceeding to sea in, on account of any glar- 
ing defect in its form, that their opinion might render 
it unsafe to undertake a common voyage in." * 

The progress which was thus* made in the art of 
ship-building contributed materially to the solid ex- 
tension oS the naval power of the kingdom ; and during 
the latter years especially of his majesty's reign* such 
was the number of new vessels built, that, upon the 
whole, king James augmerrted the royal nafry by one % 
fourth.* But in proportion as the royal navy increased, 

A 

* Charnodt’a Aistory of Marine Architecture, vol. ii. An accurate and 
cunouB portrait of the Royal Prince is given m Charnock's work, 
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the commercial maripe diminished. During the reign 
of E^zabeth, and tl|e long war with Spain, English 
merchants weje compelled for their own protection, a# 
well as i^ith a view to thos^rich prizes and adventures 
which were licensed alike * by the government dhd the 
enterprising Character of the age, to employ large ships 
adequately manned anc^ armed ; hut after the death of 
the queen, and the peace that ensued, the merchants 
ceased to build ships for their own use, preferring to 
liire # vess^s from for^'gn countries for the transport of 
their goods. ^The rapid decline in the commercial marine 
which was precipitated by this •narrow and short-sighted 
economy, attracted the serious attention of the corpora- 
tion # of the Trinity House, who petitioned the* king 
upon the subject ; but the merchants interposed and 
used all* the influence they possessed to prevent the 
ministry from bringing in an act to prohibit the^xport 
of British commodities in foreign bottoms. Tfye arrival, 
however, of two Danish vessels? belonging to Danish 
merchants resident in London, by bringing the actual 
advantages of ownership practically before them, pf#- 
duced a sudden conviction of the benefits that would 
accrue to them from becoming the carriers of their own 
goods ,* and the mercantile body now urged upon the 
government the very measure* of prthibition they had 
recently denounced. The ardour exhibited in all quar- 
ters for the fe««^A)]»hment of their former ptfifitable 
usage speedily led to the creation of a powerful civil 
navy ; aqd the rapid progress made in its formation 
may be inferred from the fact, that in 1615 there were 
not more than ten ^reliant vessels of two hundred 
tons burthen in the port of London, and in legs than 
seven years afterwards there were no less /ban one 
hundred sail of ships belonging to Newcastle alone, 
each of which exceeded that tonnage.* Such was the 
« advance nfade by the merchant service, that a vessel of 
ten hundred tons burthen was built for the East India 
a 

# Char nock’ e History of Marine Architecture. * 
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Company ; and the king, to signify his gratification at 
the circumstance, dined on board, ^and named the ship 
the Trades’ Increase. 

While, however, ^these striking improvements were 
growing up in the sea-ports* it was felt, and now be- 
came visible, that the general management of naval 
affairs under the earl of Nottingham’s administration 
was neither as vigorous nor watchful as the early pro- 
mise of the new reign had led the people to expect. 
The system still required a radical reformation. ^The 
commission issued in lt)04 had not been anted upon with 
sufficient vigilance, nor <vas it comprehensive enough 
in the objects it embraced to satisfy the enlarging ne- 
cessities of trade. The expences of the navy incidased 
year after year, and an obvious want of uniform super- 
intendence produced considerable confusion j in that 
department, upon the judicious control of which the 
national prosperity mainly depended. That sir Robert 
Mansel fiad no participation in the abuses which had 
been suffered to creep into these affairs, his subsequent 
conduct, and the confidence reposed in him, sufficiently 
testify ; but his position plabed him in an embarrassing 
dilemma between the public and his patron. An in- 
quiry was demanded into the naval administration of 
the country, amjj^if he refused oppose a measure 
which struck at the reputation of his friend, he must 
have incurred the imputation of ? av#eUijiig> the enemies 
of that noble person. Flagrant Corruptions had, no 
ddubt, been introduced into the navy, especially amongst 
the inferior officers, who usurped powers that ought to 
have been wielded by their clii^|j ; and, although the 
motives of those who pressed for an investigation were 
not wholly free from suspicion, there was yet enough 
of culpability to justify their clamour on public grounds. 
But sir Robert was faithful to his friend in this trying 
exigency, and strongly adyised him not tc* submit to 
the commission, which he regarded as an insult to his 
station and authority. For this piece of a Ivice, which 
Was, perhaps, more generous than wise, he was com- 
e 4 
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mitted to the Marshajsea in 1(513, and imprisoned there 
for several months. | In the mean while, the inquiry 
proceeded, a variety of extravagant and unwarrantable 
items of # expenditure were jetectql, and upon the issue 
a considerable saving was effected to the country? The 
discovery of ‘these abuses, and the new light which the 
commission had throwfi upon the general subject of 
naval affairs, plainly betrayed the incapacity of the 
earl of Nottingham for the discharge of such respon- 
sibly fuqptions. II had in fact outlived his abilities ; 
and sir Rotert was now no less eager to rescue his 
patron from the ris^ of continuing in office, than he 
had previously been to defend him from external as- 
saulfs. VVith his usual frankness, he accordingly recom- 
mended him to resign, pointing f out the detriment to 
his own - character as well as the public service which 
must inevitably follow his future admiiiistration r under 
such adverse circumstances, and urging upon # him the 
magnanimity of a sacrifice whiCh was so strenuously 
required for the renovation of the service. The earl 
had tlie good sense to adopt this wholesome, but iWt 
very flattering counsel. 

The vacancy which was thus made through his in- 
terference sir Robert exerted himself to supply effi- 
ciently, and with tj\at view ‘applied to the duke of 
Buckingham* to accept the office. The duke objected 
on the plea o* tnd inexperience ; but sir Robert 
overruled his scruples by showing that, in time of peace, 
the best qgrvice which could be rendered to the navy 
waff a diligent watchfulness of its condition, so as to keep 
it in constant repair,* and always ready for action ; a 
duty which required no previous experience, and in the 
fulfilment of which he would obtain all the knowledge 
necessary for his position in the event of war. The 
arrangements for the duke's appointment were speed- 
ily adjustasi, the earl of Nottingham going out with 
a pension of 1000/. per annum, and a gift of 8080/. to 
• 

* Tt is to this nobleman that one of Purchas’s quaint dedicatfons of his 
** Pilgrims" is addressed. 
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the countess from the hands of % his successor. Sir 
Robert Mansel, through the interest of the new lord 
4righ admiral, was immediately appointed^ lfil 6) vice* 1610. 
admiral for life. , 9 , 

Thtfe restored to office, he was enabled to effect more 
extensive reforms than any of his predecessors had # even 
contemplated. At his suggestiofi was issued that famous 
commission in 1618, which placed the navy of England 1618. 
upon a securer basis than it had ever maintained before, 
and which terminated not origin the corjpctioj of 
numerous evils, but in the promulgation o! an elaborate 
body of regulations for ftie government of the service, 
the sagacity of whiclr was soon tested by the events 
that # shortly afterwards gave so much employment to 
the British fleet * ; ayd so effectively did he instruct 

« » 

* Tlw»procceding8 of this commission are extremely voluminous, but 
not less curious aim important. They exhibit a complete view of the secret 
ffQvernmeiifsof the na\y, of its entire civil economy and internal manage- 
ment, and, tracing back eve.% portion ot the inquiry to its origin, they 
contain in fact, a comprehensive history of the institution from its found- 
ation to the date of the report in lblS. The following passage, taken from 
ti**boily of that document, displays m a short Compaq some of the leading 
abuses that prevailed in the general |».d particular administration of the 
affairs of the service : — 

“ To settle the execution of our propositions for the navy, three things 
may be considered : — 

“The antient institution. 

“ The late innovation. 

“ The mcanes ofijedress. ^ 

“The anticnt institution was briefly this 

“ 1. The lord high admiral of England, receiving his directions from the 
king, gqgrrned the officers and services by lus attho^tuuid warrants. 

principal officers had their spec ian du'^S.The treasurer for the 
•Ultmeys, the surveyors, one tor the shipps, another for the victuals, the 
clcfK of the navy for the workes and provisions, and the controller for all 
their accounts; and every one, for his day He attendance tfeovcrscc and 
dispatch theire distinct business, had their lees, travailing cnarges, boat* 
hire, and clerkea, allowed hy patent. 

:J. The inferior officers had also fhelr several 1 charges and trust*. One 
clerk of the stores received, issued, and acttmipted for all provisions in all 
places, and had no deputy allowed. 

“ Two clerkea of the checque, one at Deptford, and another at Chatham, 
kept journals, or books of report, of the same receipts and issues, as well 
to charge and discharge the stores, and checque books of every man’s place 
and attendance, to make bills and books of every man’s due. ' 

“Four pi lncipall masters governed the shippkeepers," and guided the 
■hipps ; three master .carpenters commanded the workmeix and directed 
the workes. * <* 

“ 1 hu* the officers were few, yet all was kept in order by their daylie 
attendance and continuall accompts. . 

“ From this antient institution, the officers dcclyned longlinccby degrees, 
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the duke in the natuje of the interests over which he 
was called upon to preside, that, upon his impeachment, 

* « 

— — • 

but of late flv more confident and ordfnary practice, and at last f>y a new 
booke of ordinances, signed by themselves and offered to the state. 

“ The innovatiolts are these : — 

“ 1. The principal officers noi^assume power to make and execute ordi- 
nances of their owne, to suppresso inferiours in their ordinary right, to 
enterprise things of weight and charge without warrant, to give arbitrary 
allowances, and raise unlawlul fees. 

“2. They have changed their propper'ministerial duties into generatl 
duties of govourner$ or commissioners at large, all interesting themselves 
in alllhmgsof advantage, or|Oreheminence, but none submitting himselfc 
to anything of' service or account. 

"3. They have*to this end translated the trust and aervice of all their 
offices into elerkes, who receive, survey* allow, issue, dispose, execute all 
things, without charge, witfiout accompt, without obligation on oath, and 
without creditt or estate, to answer their defaults. 

“ 4.#"hus the officers are raised above their own orbe, and the •.erkes 
and the inferiours come into their rootnes, and their places ngame are sub- 
divided and multiplyed into those of many new offices spenfyed in our 
bookes ; by all which.means the king is o\ enlarged, the services iletractcd, 
and the lofil-admirall*disparaged, bv suffering old and new offices to bee 
now carried on by pattents for life, winch formerly passed by his warrants, 
and but dureing pleasure, to keopo them in order and still under ct.coque. 

" And these bo the true inward causes of decaying the navy, pointed at in 
our last and ninth reason, which, with the precedent eight outfiard causes, 
doe plainelv demonstrate, that our propositions for restoreing the shipps 
cannot possibly bee performed by the officers or offices in the frame they are 
now exact: for though we still torbeaic nil personal] taxation, yet the 
matter itselfe reqmieth a reducement of all thtnr deviations to the antildt 
right course. r 

“The last point then is this necessary reducement to theantietit frame, 
the substance whereof may happily bee effected bv a temporary ordinance 
with little more charge than is already made by the state, by the meanes 
which follow, wherein wee humbly desire to bee rightly understood, that 
wee offbr our services only out of the zeige of our duty to our prince and 
country, without either nitagest or pretpnee. • 

1. “ By suspending, if it bee sop thought fltt by his majesty and his conn- 
cell, those new and unnecessary (if not surreptitious) offices and patents, 
and restoareing tct'.l^g^prll high admirall h'a due and antient jurisdiction, 
soe as in the right limr%f order from above he may govern and direct all 
that is below. 

“2. By enlarging the commission that already is on foote, giving powe#to 
the commissioners to put in execution their propositions for restoreing the 
navy, so soone as they shall bee allowed and ratified under the hand of the 
lord high admirall, and hep to acquaint his majesrv therewithal!. 

“ 3. By establishing to thats^fj the said commission, to bee for that time 
a commission ofeomptrollment of the shipps, soe as the said commissioners, 
or any three, or more of them, whereof A, B, or I) to bee one, mav doe and 
perform for his majesty’s service in his marine causes, all and whatsoever 
the comptroller, or the other principall officers of the shipps, joyntly or 
severally might or ought to have done, and that whatsoever shall be done, 
allowed, 'directed, or ordered by them as aforesaid, shall bee of like force 
and effect, and as duely executed and observed as if the said officers, 
joyntly or sev^plly, had done, allowed^dirccted, or ordered the same : and 
• that all bookes, or bills for payment* rated and signed by any fottre of 
them, whereof A, B, or D to bee one, shall be sufficient warrants to the 
treasure! of th^navy to make payment thereof, and to all auditors and 
officers whome It may conceme, to give allowance of the same upon hie 
accouipts. 
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Jiis grace acquitted himself better in what related thereto, 
than in regard to any other article^* It ought to be ob- 
served, also, that he contrived this commission rfith so 
much tact that it was issued just before the earl of 
Nottingham retired from office, so that his patron ac- 
quired in the first instance whatever credit was likely to 
flow from its formation. * 9 

The commission sat at intervals for many years. 
The original warrant, directed to the earl of Notting- 
ham and others, was dated 28d of June, 16*18 ; it was 
renewed on the 12th Februa^ # ensuing # aditJress&l to 
the duke of Buckingham ; confirmed by king Charles 
in March 1625 ; and re-organised by the same monarch 
in 1 $28. The results of its labours present a miss of 
information concerning the navy, which reflects infinite 
credit upon the industry and talents of the individuals 
who \jere employed in its collection. 

Shortly after this commission was framed, the active 
services of the British fleet appear to have been called 
into requisition in consequence of numerous piracies 
»• 

«. 1 

“ 4. By appointing two of us specinll commissioners for the building, re- 
pairing, and surveying ship]*, and for their complete rigging and equipage, 
and for all manner of sea-stores, according to the rules prescribed in our 
bookcs, and to indent with the Iwatswaines and carpenters, amt to take all 
such survevs and accortpts, andiioe all thing} the surveyor of the navy, or 
his deputy, did or ought to have done, first acquainting the other com- 
missioners, being advised or directed bv them. 

“5. By authorising the said commissioimrsito choice of an able 
clerke as the lord admiral! shall approve, noth attend the said com- 
missioners to legister their acts, to make warrants, bills, and bonkes of 
ccsitrollments ; and also, at other times, to attend the workes, and to And 
out and provide such supplys of all provisions as shall be} required, ac- 
cording to such directions as’ the said commissioners shall give. 

“ fi. By requireing the said commissioners to sett down by generall advice 
such orders and rules for the good govemm^t of ull inferiour officers, and 
particular directions of every part of the service, as shall bee further ex- 
pedient, and the same to present to the lord admiral), to be considered and 
allowed as to his wisriome shall seeme mecte, 

“7. By Continuing this commission during the terme appointed for the 
performance of the propositions in our booke, or else soe long as to his 
maiesty shall seeme best. And if any of the said commissioners %hall dye 
in the meane time, by substituting one in his roorae, as his majesty upon 
the recommendation of the lord admirall shall approve. .And after the 
execution of the said propositions* his majesty may bee pleased either tr» 
continue such a government hereafter, or againe reduce these temporary 
commissioners to settled officers, according to the first institution, it the 
experience of this time shew inconvenience in this framr." 

* Camjroell, vol. ii. 
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committed on English merchant vessels by the Algerines; 
According to a miniate annexed to an historical report 
presented fsoon after the Restoration to the duke off 
York, tfye force intended fyr th^ chastisement of the 
pirates consisted of six king’s ships with 1300 men, 
and fourteen ^merchant ships with 1200 men ; and the 
command of the expedition was confided to sir Robert 
Mansel. But we possess no means of ascertaining the 
issue of this undertaking; and it is even doubtful 
whether jjjie squadroi^ever put out to sea, since all the 
historians of ihe period are silent concerning it. There 
is no doubt, howe\er, that tuch an expedition was 
1G20. actually planned, and that in 1620 a still more formi- 
dable armament actually did proceed against Algiers 
under the command of sir Robert Mansel. This ar- 
mament *consisteii of six king's ships and twelve vessels 
hired from the merchants, the former ranging; from 
400 to 6*00 tons burthen, and the latter from 100 to 
300 tons. The real grounds of this expedition have 
never been satisfactorily explained. It is asserted by 
some writers, that count Gondomar, the Spanish am- 
bassador at the court of London, obtained so great an 
ascendancy over the king’s mind, that he easily per- 
suaded him to fit out this fleet for the purpose of acting 
against the enemies o { Spain ; ^vliile, recording toother 
authorities, it was a project that had been long before 
contemplated earl of Nottingham, and takfen up 

by the duke of Buckingham at the instance of sir 
Robert M|nsel. But, whoever was the author of tfie 
scheme, little can be said in its justification ; for a more 
unnecessary expenditiu^ was rarely incurred before or 
since, and a more ludicrous spectacle never was exhibited 
at sea than this fleet presented. Having left in England 
on the 12th October, the squadron cast anchor in Algier 
road o'n the 27th November, saluting the town, but 
f without reviving a single gi*n in reply. The next day, 
the admiral sent a white flag ashore to announce the 
object that brought him there, and received a very civil 
answer to the effect, that the viceroy had orders from 
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the Grand Seignior, to treat the ^English with respect 
and hospitality, and that if they aiesired to land, they 
•should have any provisions they wanted. A tedious 
negotiation ensued* betrqf ing no little disgust and 
chicanery at both sides ; th# Turks refusing to suffer 
the gentlemen who conveyed the white on 6h^re to 
return to the ships, unless a consul was left in the 
town, and the admiral sending a common seaman dressed 
in good clothes to represent a consul. This equivocal 
masquerade succeeded. The TujJts delivered^up fjprty 
slaves, and promised to comply with the other demands 
of the English. But provisions at # this juncture falling 
short, the whole fleet set sail for the Spanish coast. The 
only^ncident throughout these proceedings, of which 
Purchas gives us an exact daily narrative, that deserves 
particular mention, was the arrival of*six Spanish ves- 
sels, the admiral of which upon joining the English 
squadron u struck his flag and «alutf<l our admiral with 
small shot and ordnaifre ; " which seems, says a modern 
commentator, “ to have been the greatest honour, and, 
jfgrhaps, the greatest advantage, too, that attended the 
whole expedition.”* Having replenished themselves at 
Gibraltar, it was resolved that the fleet should make 
another descent upon Algiers in the spring, for the 
purpose of burniag the J ships in the mole; apparently 
indifferent to the fate of tlve unfortunate sailor, who 
was a¥l this time acting the part® of ^British consul 
amongst the Turks. Arriving at their destination to- 
wards the conclusion of May, they prepared to put 
their intention into execution. The manner in which it 
was proposed to accomplish tho conflagration was by 
the help of two Turkish vessels they had captured, and 
which vjere now filled with “ great store of fire-works.’* 
The account of this transaction is eminently character- 
istic of the labour in vain by which the entire expedi- 
tion was pre-eminently distinguished. * « 

‘ f There was layd in them plentie of dry wood, wood 

v 

* Campbell — who falls into the mistake of describing these Spanish 
ships as French men of war. 
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of ocham, pitch, roz^n, tarre, brimstone, and other ma- 
terials*fit to take fire p they had likewise in them chained 
and grapnels qf iron to fasten themselves to the ships* 
which they were to^fire: they had also boats to bring 
off their men when they had fired the ships : thAi were 
there «three bfigandines fitted with fire-bals, buckets of 
wild-fire, and fire pikes to make their fire-workes fast 
unto the ships: there was a gun-lod filled with fire- 
workes, chaines, and ( grapnels of iron ; she was to goe 
into^he widest of the f sfyips in the mould, where fasten- 
ing her to some ship she was to be set on fire. Shee 
had likewise a boat wf th her to bring off* her men. Like- 
wise^ there were seven boates which wee called boats of 
rescue, well filled with armed rnen, who were to rescue 
and relieve the boats of execution, if they should chance 
to be piftsued by other boats or gallies at their coming 
off*. These had also fire-works in them, to fire the ships 
which rode without the mould : these boats Jjeing all 
aboord, the admiral sent for molt of the captains and 
masters in the fleete to advise whether it were fit to at- 
tempt it with boats and brigantines, in regard it w¥s 
little wind, and that westerly, so that it was impossible 
for the ships to get in. After some deliberation, it was 
concluded, that it was not fit, for that the surest and 
most certaine mcanes*of firing was by the ships which 
were to bee made fast to the shippes in the mould, and 
to burn with * Whereupon it was deferred fflr that 
time till a fitter opportunitie was offered. The two and 
twentieth tit night, there were like preparations macfe, 
but deferred for like r ason. The three and twentieth 
in the beginning of thMight we had a fresh gale of wind 
at south by south-west, continuing the space of two 
houres or more, with thunder, lightening, av<d some 
drops of raine : the two ships weighed, and with the 
brigantines and boats set forwards towards the mould, 
♦but the winfi shifting before they came neare, they were 
forced also to give over for that night. • 

“ The fotr and twentieth at night after vl great 
showre of raine, we had the wind out of the bay at south- 
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south-west ; the weather then clearing up, both the ships 
and boats advanced themselves towards the mould, as 
rJbefore they had do^e : but coming within less than 
musket- shot of the mould’| head it fell ^alme^ so that 
the shifts could by no meaner get in, the boats and bri- 
gantines, finding that they were discovered^ by reason of 
the brightness of the moone, which was then at full, 
and hearing it reported by a Christian captive, which did 
swimme from the towne. the night before to die ships, 
that the Turks had left their ships Without guagd, saving 
one or two in a ship, as fearing no such attempt irom 
us. And moreover, hearing the ^larum given to the 
towne by those which kept watch on the walls, with good 
resolution went on, but wanting vrind to nourish^and 
disperse the fire, the fire-workes tooke no effect at all. 

In this service were only sixe men slainc outright, four 
or five dangerously hurt (which not long after dyed), 
and some thirteen sleightly hurt, yet notwithstanding the 
attempt was given under the wals of the towne, where 
both small shot and ordnance played continually upon 
them ; the hurt clone our men was their comramg off, 
for that they were got into uie mould before the towne 
was risen, and being in, the sliippes in the mould de- 
fended them both from small shot and ordnance of the 
towne, our boates still kteping the ^hippcs between them 
and the towne.” * 

Thus ended this remarkable £x$e< i; _tian, for, after 
being cast “ to and fro” by the wind tor a few days, the 
admiral thought it advisable to put to sea, aj)d arrived 
in England in the following month. The ridicule cast 
upon the undertaking had the effect of exposing our com- < 
merce to fresh insults and assaults ; and th$ severest 
censures . were passed upon all parties concerned. Sir 
William Monson complains that the fleet lost the oppor- 
tunity which offered itself of tf destroying those fiellish 
pirates,” and openly assert^ that, <f besides their going 3 
and coaling, they spent not twenty days at sea whilst 
they continued in the straits, but retired Lito harbour, 

* * Purchas, 885, 88(i. 
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^bire Ihe pirates might find them, but no4th$y$te pfc 
f Vates. This ill-carried action was an|fficierf ^i^ict isi 
scorn %r all nations to langh at, considering tlte ^rejm^ 
tation this reifim ha$ gainec^in thgir former |Xpeditiomt‘ 
by sea : and yet the chief actors in that voyagE, lifrenmu 
1 naturally givs*n to excuse their errors, gave out to justifjf 
themselves, and it was afterwards believed by all men, 
that the want of authority, and their limited commission 
was the cause of their ill-success.”* Mansel’s defence 
of his own conduct may, notwithstanding, be admitted 
as Explanatory to a certain extent, of the causes of hi# 
failure. He complained that riiere was not a sufficient 
latitude left to his own discretion, that the disappoint- 
ment of a supply of provisions at the expected time se* 
riously embarrassed his operations, and that he found it 
impossib’e to effect any decisive movement where so many 
raw and inexperienced officers were employed in the fleet 
through the favour of courtiers. These statements re- 
mained uncontradicted, and we aiu bound to accept them 
on the veracity of the distinguished officer who put them 
forward ; and if they do not altogether acquit him^f 
the discredit of the failure 1 , they considerably diminish 
his personal responsibility. 

After this unfortunate affair, sir Robert Mansel never 
took any active par^ in the public service. He con- 
tinued to hold his office of vice-admiral, but latterly it 
* seems to a sinecure, for he resided at 

Greenwich, and was out of favour both with Bucking- 
ham and^tlie court. He lived to a great age, a'nd 
witnessed the breaking out of the civil wars. His 
reputation, however, $jpod so high in the reign of king 
Charles, $&nd his knowledge of his profession was 1 
esteemed to he so extensive, that sir John Pyinington 
1 642. recommended him to that monarch in 1642 as the 
propeirest person to seize the fleet for his majesty's 
^service. \t was supposed tjiat his great influence with 
the seamen would overpower the authority of the par- 
liament. Rut his majesty set aside the application on 

* Monion’a Tracts in Churchill, vol. iii. p. 935. * 
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the the^admrraFs advanced period of flfejj | 
&id 'tl^ physical infirmities attendant upon it, might 
wilder lue attempt htzardous, expressing, at the same 
thna h» high opinion of# sir RHert’s courage and 
iuthjpritjr^ * 

■» The precise date of sir Robert Mansel’s* death i| not 
recorded ; but it must have taken place shortly after the 
commencement of hostilities between the king and the 
parliament. The latter years of his life were devoted 
to r^tirement. All his biography's accord tonhim |he 
character of an honest man and an able officer ; and the 
groat improvements introduced into the navy during 
the period of his administration under the duk<| of 
Buckingham, to the credit of which he is in a great 
degree entitled,, prove tjiat he was intimately acquainted 
with the wants of the service to which He belonged. 

♦ Clarendon, llist. of the Rebellion. 


VOL. V. 
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SIR WILLIAM MONSON. 

e 

1569 — 1 ^ 42 . 

The principal events of the life of Sir William Monson 
are related by himself in a series of tracts, which are 
valuable not only fbr the autobiographical materials 
they contain^, but fSr' their felicitous illustrations of 
naval history, and the curioi/i criticisms, suggestions, 
and descriptions with which they abound. In tracing 
his Career, we shall constantly have occasion to re fer to 
these papers ; and, as they are equally rare and im- 
portant* we sha 1 ! avail ourselves as largely of them as 
the general scheme of these memoirs will permit. 

1569 The family of sir William Monson appear to have 
long held their seat at the village of South Carlton in 
Lincolnshire, where he was horn in 15f>9- He was the 
third son of sir John Monson. At an early agejhe 
entered Baliol College, Oxford, where he remained 
about two years, when the excitement of the war with 
Spain, just then commenced by queen Elizabeth, de- 
termined his disposition in the choree of a profession. 
Ilis natural temper inclined him to the sea, which pre- 
sented so m.v^ahuijemcnts to his passionate apd rest- 
less youth ; and, being resolved to have a share in the 
scenes which, at that period, filled the imaginations of 
the people with dreams of glory and conquest, he 
threw up his studies, and, without making any com- 
munication of his intentions to his father or mother, 
volunteered into the service. At this time he was only 
sixteen years of age. “I put myself,” he tells us, 
1585. “ into an action by sea, where there was in company of 
us two «unall ships, fitted for men-of-war, that au- 
thorised us by commission to seize upon the subjects of 
the l ing cf Spain ; then made 1 the sea my profession, 
being led to it by the wildness of my youth/! * 

* Mon son’s Tracis in Churchill, in. 223. 
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Tlie first adventure, he fell in vyth was an encounter 
with a “ strong and obstinate ship of Holland* who 
^refused to strike his flag, or snow ms rocket.” The 
Dutch vessel had aiF English pilot oa board* through 
whom the communication ^as held, wi^iout any ap- 
pearance of hostile intentions. But the master of the 
privateer, finding himself close, to the Dutch ship, 
affected great alarm, lest he should come foul of her, 
and cried aloud to the man at the helm to post the 
helm, desiring him at the samesfitne in an uftder-fbne 
of voice to put his helrn^ a- star-board ; wliile he called 
aloud to the English pilot with grelt vehemence to bear 
up, jjor by this time the vessels were nearly <Joul. 
“ The Hollanders/’ says Mon son, “ thought all we said 
was true, and every one of them put their helpipg hand 
to keep off* our ship with oars and fenders, not appre- 
hending our intention; and when we saw their people 
thus employed, and npt to have time to take arms, we 
suddenly boarded, entered, and took her by this stra- 
tagem.”* This exploit dazzled the imagination of the 
young sailor, and he speaks pf it afterwards in his old 
age with evident satisfaction, setting it down in his list 
of *’ stratagems to he used at sea.” 

Recording the subsequent events of this voyage, be 
boasts of having Ifeen an actor it the taking of the 
first Spanish prize;” and, considering jJj^t the vessel 
in which he sailed was merely a jfrivaiCer, and that the 
engagement was one of the most fiercely contested on 
record, he had abundant reason to congratulate himself 
upon having escaped alive out of the peril. The pri- 
vateer came up with a vessel of*JBiscay of 300 tons 
burthen, off the coast of Spain, in the month of Sep- 
tember. • The Spaniard refusing to strike when she 
was hailed by the English, the gallant crew prepared 
to board her, notwithstanding the disparity of then- 
strength. In the midst of Hie struggle the sea rose to 
such a’hcight that those who yet remained behind in 
the privateer were compelled to ungrapple, and leave 

* Moiuiorfs Tracts in Churchill, m. 400. 
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their comrades who <had got on board the enemy to 
their afate. Monson^ was amongst the latter. This 
brave handful of men fought the whole night from 
eight o'clock in the evening unftil seven o'clock the 
next morning at fearful cfdds, nor can it be verf easily 
comprehended how either party under such circum- 
stances sustained themselves. At last, the Spaniards 
attempted to blow up the decks where the Englishmen 
all throughout maintained their stand, but they were 
prerented by fire-pikrs,; and, finding this last resource 
defeated, the) surrendered after a sanguinary and unin- 
terrupted contest of eleven hours. The loss was great 
on both sides, and when the sun shone upon the deck 
of the prize, it discovered a melancholy spectacle of the 
dead and dying. “ I dare say,” observes Monson, 
“ that in the whole time of the war there was not 
so rare a manner of fight, or so great >a slaughter 
of men.”* 

Any youth of a less ardent tcihperament might have 
been appalled by so unpropitious an opening to a life 
of hardships; but it onlj confirmed Monson in fiis 
resolution. The honour of sharing in a capture which 
was purchased so valiantly gave an increased impulse 
to his spirit ; and having now, it is to be presumed, 
reconciled his friencfc to the step he uad taken, we find 
J 587. him commanding a vessel in 1587, on which occasion 
he tells us he^fta’J twO pinnace? and one Spanish “frigate 
with him.f This was an extraordinary advance in two 
years, from the condition of a volunteer at 10s. per 
month wages, to the rank of captain before he had 
completed his eighteenth year. Such unprecedented 
promotion can hardly be referred altogether to his 
abilities, as they could scarcely have been sufficiently 
ripened for the responsible duties of commanding a 
ship at so early an age. Nor does it appear that his 
* experience at sea justified his sudden elevation, for, 
with the exception of his adventures on board the pri- 
vate* r, he tf had no opportunity of acquiring any prae- 

* Monson’s Tracts in Churchill, iii. 225. t lb. 450. 



PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SERVICE. 69 

tical knowledge. It must be inferred, therefore, that 
the influence of his family anticipated the rewards of 
merit, and placed him at once in a position which 
enabled him to achieve the greatness for ^hich he 
yeartieS. * f 

It seems, however, that the practice of appointing 
captains in those days was not always regulated by the 
fitness of the individuals, although unlimited powers 
were granted to them in the ships they commanded. 

€S The captains,” says Monson* * in queen Hizabath’s 
time were gentlemen of yorth and meanst maintaining 
their diet at their own charge/* * # But there were two 
fcind^of captains, those who served under the patent 
of the sovereign, and those who served in what were 
called ships of reprisal. The former, holding their 
commissions direct from the sovereign, were selected 
for particular ships by the general or admiral, and acted 
under hi% orders ; the flatter were of inferior authority, 
because their commission was not issued by letters 
patent, hut were taken out of the court of admiralty. 
“*ln this quality/’ says Mop.son, “ any man may make 
himself a captain, if he put in the security aforesaid/’t 
The difference between the two classes was marked by 
still broader distinctions.. The authority of the former 
was paramount o^?r all the officer^ subordinate to him. 
He was responsible only to the and made 

choice of all the officers, except Ihe master, who was 
appointed by the Trinity House. He had the power, 
upon any just cause, of displacing any inferior officer, 
except the master, who was charged with the safe conduct 
of the ship from port to port, and*" to and fro at sea ” 
as the captain might direct ; but if the master should 
commit Uny offence during the voyage, he might stop 
his wages until the matter were heard before a tribunal 
of officers, or the lord admiral himself, if the offence 
were criminal. The cajfiain also possessed lawful * 
authority to punish misdemeanours committed within 
the ship^ or, in the event of a mutiny, he might apply 
* Monson’s Tracts in Churchill, iii. 307. + Ibid. 308. 
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to the admiral, who, would inflict death, if it were 
merited, a sentence lleyond the jurisdiction of the cap- 
tain. In th$ other class, the captains had a similar' 
right of« appointment of their oivn subordinates, but 
had no power of control aver them. “ This captain,” 
observes Monson, “ after a ship is furnished, is to make 
choice of his master, officers, and company ; and though 
he be styled the captain, yet do they not use to obey 
him so strictly as hip that has power from a general, 
as J. have said before^ for they receive no pay whereby 
to oblige theLi, but every one goes upon his own adven- 
ture ; and therefor* they will tie the captain to the 
sany* conditions in his diet, or his part of any goods 
taken, as themselves. His authority is little better than 
the captain in a pirate ; for the interest and division of 
goods are alike, bnly that this captain has commission to 
take from an enemy, and a pirate takes without com- 
mission, and makes all the world his enemies, ” * 

We are justified, probably, in inferring that it was 
in a vessel of this description Monson made his second 
voyage, although he bears testimony to the fact, that 
men were frequently advanced to the rank of captains 
in the royal service, who were utterly ignorant of the 
duties they undertook to discharge, relying upon the 
skill of the master, Instead of being uble to control and 
direct him. The captain/' says Monson, (e ought to 
have experieifte and 1 ability, by his art and skill, to 
control his master, if he do amiss, or else his master 
may willingly commit such an error as will cast a dis- 
grace upon his captain. These latter times have advanced 
captains, who only ri>ke upon them that name, holding 
it a maxim, that they need not experience, but refer 
themselves to the direction of a master. I must say, 
that the generals who place such captains are very care- 
less of their master's service, and forgetful of their own 
rising frola the degree of a« soldier to a general, and the 
mischiefs that ensue upon it ; nay, I will say, that 
such a general is improvident of his master s profits ; 

* Momon’s Tracts in Churchill, iu. 308. 
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for if a master should direct a captain, and have the 
managing of the charge committed to him, why should 
'a prince allow ten shillings a day to a captain, when a 
master can execute t^e plage of both captain a&d master 
for hi# bare allowance ?”* * 

Monson s second expedition was hardl/less desperate 
than his drat. Being kept out longer at sea than he 
had calculated upon — a circumstance which may be 
fairly ascribed to his inexperience — he was reduced to 
the extremity of distress for of provisos, ( |ind, 
returning home from the Canary Islands, was nearly 
shipwrecked in Dingle l&y on the goast of Ireland. The 
master, however, discovered a little rock called the Crow, 
and guiding his course by it, brought the half-fannshed 
mariners safely into Ijarbour. Cl Here I received," says 
Monson, “two lives from God. The one*was the 
escape from shipwreck, the other from famine ; for when 
we wer^ safely arrived w'e took view of our bread: 
other victuals we haft none, and we had divided to 
every man his proportion of bread a fortnight before, 

Jhd found but six biscuit cakes amongst our whole crew, 
fifty men or more.” + He might have added to this 
providential deliverance the fact of his singular good 
fortune in escaping the second voyage of the privateer 
in which he ma«ie his *first essay, and which, on her 
homeward course from a successful cruise^ was swallowed 
up the sea, when every soul an *boai 4 ^)crished. 

Up to this time Monson had not distinguished him- 1588. 
self in any remarkable way ; but he had ^een some 
rough service, and braved some of the worst perils of 
a sea-faring life. His zeal was lifts highest recommend- 
ation, and, although his opportunities were as yet 
limited* the intelligence and energy he displayed pro- 
cured him rapid promotion. We now find ^im on 
board a king’s ship, the Charles, acting under the orders 
of the captain ; but in th« ensuing year he accompanied 
the eurl of Cumberland in his expedition to the Azores, 
in the capacity of vice-admiral. Here* he rendered J 5 S 9 . 

£ Monion'i Tracts in Churchill, m. C07. f Ibid. 4G7. 
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good service at FayaJi, but was again exposed to die peril 
of hi# life, for it seemed to be his strange fortune 
throughout t|)ese adventures to be placed in perpetual 
risk of death, and yet to survive the most imminent 
dangers. The vessels were reduced to great distress 
frpm c scarcity of water, while cruising amongst the 
Azores, and the men began to clamour tumultuously, . 
demanding their return to England. In this difficulty 
a goodly spout was spen issuing out of the cliffs of one 
of /he ishnds, and tbe^earl of Cumberland, finding no 
man so heartily true to him as Monson, conjured him 
to take a small boat no wed with three oars and one man 
to sjeer, to ascertain what the spout yielded. While 
Monson was rowing towards the shore to fulfil this 
hazardous commission, a great .whale was discerned 
from thfc ship lying with his back upon the water asleep. 
Supposing it to be a rock, and considering it dangerous 
to bear nearer to the land, the vessel tacked , about to 
sea, leaving Monson to the mercy of the waves. “ I 
had no sooner,” he continues, “ set my foot ashore, but 
it began to be dark with night and fog, and to blow, 
rain, thunder, and lighten, in the cruelest manner that 
I have seen. There was no way for me to escape death, 
but to put myself to the mercy of the sea ; neither 
could I have any grttit hope of help ih life, for the ship 
was out of sight, apd there only appeared a light upon 
the shrouds t#\iirect Vne/’* Fortunately, there’ was a 
gunner on board, who was a countryman of Monson *s, 
and who aprevailed upon his lordship to forbear filling 
the sails for one hour longer. This afforded the boat a 
little more time to stiMggle ; but being still out of sight 
of the ship, all chance of rescue was hopeless. They 
fired a musket, and in this charge the lastuof their 
powdey was expended. If it failed to reach the ship, 
all hope was at an end. But the distant flash was seen 
t through the fog, and the report of the shot indicated 
from whence it came. ft We were preserved,” ho adds, 

“ rather by hiiracle than any human art. And to make 
* Houston's Tracts in Churchill, iii. 468. 
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it the more strange, we were no sooner risen from our 
seats, and ropes in our hands to enter the ship, but the 
•boat immediately sunk." * 9 

Such startling namtivesaeem almost incredible ; and 
in this\ecital, the truthful simplicity of which raises it 
above suspicion, we have an extraordinary accumulation 
of fortuitous incidents, each of which in succession ap- 
pears more terrible than the last. But the horrors of 
this voyage did not terminate .with this wonderful 
instance of preservation. The subsequent sufleringjf of 
the crew were still more calamitous. f * The extremity 
we endured/’ says Monson, <f wa» more terrible than 
befel^any ship in the eighteen years’ war; for, lading 
aside the continual expectation of death by shipwreck 
and the daily mortality of our men, I will speak of our 
famine that exceeded all men and ships 1 hav? known 
in the <xmrse of my life. For sixteen days together we 
never tasted a drop of drink, either beer, wine, or 
water ; and though we had plenty of beef and pork of 
a year’s salting, yet did we forbear eating it, for making 
us* the drier. Many drank salt-water, and these that 
did died suddenly ; and the last words they usually 
spake was ‘Drink, drink, drink!’ and I dare boldly 
say that of 500 men tha^ were in that ship seven years 
before, at this da)P there is not a iflan alive but myself 
and one more.” t At last they made the coast of 
Ireland, at a place within five miles df^Iingle Bay, 
where Monson had so short a time before nearly suf- 
fered shipwreck: with some difficulty they obtained a 
horse for the earl of Cumberland ; and Monson and 
others followed him on foot to the lib use of the sovereign 
or mayor. On their arrival they found his lordship 
telling the mayor of his strange adventures, and of his 
dangerous escape of famishing for want of drink. V The 
sovereign told his lordship,” says Monson, “ that about 
two years before, a gentleman came into the ^>ort in as * 

* Mons&n’s Tracts in Churchill, iii. 4fR 

f Ibid. The Naval Tracts from which these papers ail taken, were 
written by r4r William Monson between forty and titty years after these 
occurrences took place. 
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great a want of meat as his lordship was of drink ; and 
events he was repeating my name, I entered the door, 
when my lord took me by the hand, and said, lupus eei 
in fabuid, *They beheld i$e with admiration, and told 
my lord it was my fortune that brought him Hhifcher, 
and ? held themselves happy that it was in their power 
to give him relief, as they had done the like to me 
before.’** This was the gladdening sunshine after the 
storm. 

1590. ^The ^Uness occa^xjped by these sufferings affected 
Monson's health so seriously that for a whole year he 
was obliged to forego the labours of his profession ; but 
as £0011 as he found himself again able to resume them, 
he joined the earl of Cumberland in his expedition to 
Spain, on board her majesty's ship Garland, which, with 

1591. seven Other vessels, left England in May 1591. Having 
arrived safely off the coast of Spain, a dead calnj set in, 
and the admiral being distressed for intelligence, Monson 
entered the ship’s boat and rowed after two caravels 
they descried at a distance of two or three leagues. He 
promptly succeeded in taking one of them, but *ihe 
other in the meanwhile escaped. In these * circum- 
stances he had recourse to one of those stratagems of 
which he was so fertile a master. Taking out some of 
the men on board the capture^ carawjl and manning her 
with his own company, he sent her after her consort, 
taking his dwn boatiback to the ship. The derice was 
completely triumphant. The fugitive, believing the 
prize discharged, was easily entrapped and seized. 'But 
Monson merely wanted information, and having ob- 
tained it dismissal •'them both. This act of generosity 
soon afterwards stood him in good stead ; for being left 
in chargeof a ship laden with spices that had been taken 
from the Dutch, he was attacked by six gallies, and 
after a valiant resistance made prisoner by the Spaniards: 

o when he£ound that the favourable report of the kindness 
he had shown to the caravels procured him better usage 
than had been extended to any other prisoner throughout 

* Monson’s Tracts in Churchill, iii. 4t>9. 
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the war. His good fortune deserted him on this oc- 
casion ; and the fortunate marinei^ who had escaped so 
•many serious perils now found himself a captive on 
hoard the galleys at f ascae$. All the otTier prisoners 
were exchanged, and he was icept as a hostage. 

During the gloomy period that ensued fiis mind was 
as active as ever, and he was constantly making such 
observations as circumstances allowed, to enable him 
whenever he should obtain his freedom, to take ad- 
vantage of the peculiar situation^ the place. ^Vmongst 
other plans of retaliation that occurred t<* him was the 
seizure of the prince cardinal Albert, who was then 
viceroy of Portugal. Perceiving that the cardinal used 
to pi&s down to a country-house called Cintra, aBout 
the beginning of September, where he annually spent 
some time in devotion, Tie bethought hin* of a scheme for 
surpriging that dignitary. He proposed to get two or 
three ships of war to anchor before Cintra, which is 
seated on a hill, about’^wo miles from the sea, and then 
landing silently in the middle of the night about 100 men 
Wtth firelocks, to surround the house, seize the prince, 
and carry him down to the ships. The plan was easy 
enough of execution, but no opportunity afterwards 
offered for carrying it into effect. 

From Cascaes Jd on so ft was removed to the Tagus, 
and here a means of escape opened to him, which was 
unluckily frustrated by an uiifyrJseenv^irctimstance. 
While the gallies rode in the harbour, the master of a 
Dhtch ship, who spoke good English, chancefl to come 
on board the galley where he was confined, and greatly 
commiserating his misfortunes, offered to conceal him 
on board his vessel, if he could only compass his escape. 
Monson* relying upon the honesty of the man who was 
a Brazilian by birth, was not idle in devising a plan by 
which he could accomplish so desirable an object. He 
accordingly wrote a letter^directed to the *est of the % 
prisoners, in which he declared that he could no longer 
endure his captivity, and that he chose ratlin to end his 
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life by drowning himself, wishing them to signify 8d 
mucl^to his friends in England. Having thus far pre- 
pared the way, he intended one night, u when all things 
were wfcst and silent in that galley,” to effect his escape 
by stealing secretly into the ladder at the ebb tftie, and 
dropping intb the water, without moving hand or foot 
till he was clear out of view, to swim to the Dutch ship 
which lay just in the wake of the galley. All this 
might have been done without exciting notice or Sus- 
picion ; <put, just as ,hps stars would have it, the gallies 
were orderednout to sea the day before he intended to 
put his stratagem into exeedtion, and when they re- 
turned the friendly Brazilian was gone. 

^ r hile he remained on board the gallies a conspiracy, 
hatched by an Italian, to arm ^the slaves against the 
soldiery was discovered to the general. The Italian con- 
fessed his guilt, and was condemned to death. The 
manner of his execution was not unlike one pf the old 
Roman punishments. His arms hind legs were severally 
tied to the sterns of four galleys, and he was quartered 
by the action of rowing them in four different directiolfe. 
Sir William Monson, with his usual sagacity, denounces 
the absurdity of the plot. 

* “ If this Italian/' he observes, “had had the wit of an 
Italian, he would note thus have played the fool ; for he 
might well know that where so many men were to be 
trusted, as \teee in atgalley, it could not choose ’hut be 
revealed ; the slaves consisting of so many nations, and 
the trespasses being so different, some condemned for life, 
others for years more or less, and any one revealing it 
was able to purchase his own liberty and reward. Or 
suppose they bad prevailed in their design, the rest of the 
galleys had been able to have mastered them ; rf>r if not, 
they had been destitute of victuals to sustain them, not 
having so much water, for every second day they used 
„ to fetch thfeir water from the shore ; or though all those 
I have spoken of had been no impediment to them, yet 
them had been no place to have fled to but some port of 
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France, no nearer them than- seven or eight hundred 
miles”* * 

• He also relates some remarkable circumstances that 
occurred to the captqjn of |he vice-admiral, or, general 
of the gmllies, about the same time. This captain was a 
churlish, ill-tempered fellow, and had actdti with rude- 
ness and severity to Monson when he was made prisoner, 
depriving him, without warning or explanation, of the 
services of his page, whom he sent into a remote part of 
Spain, intending that he should ne^r return to {England. 
But through the liberal assistance of a fellow-country- 
man who resided in that*part of tfce country, Monson 
recovered his servant, and afterwards had the satisfac- 
tion of raising him to the rank of captain in the war 
against the Spaniards. The ill-conditioned Spanish cap- 
tain, by a curious train of incidents, received in the end 
a just punishment for his conduct on this occasion. He 

had a Moor in his service who used to attend him at table. 

£ 

and who was so diligenl’and faithful that he obtained the 
en^re confidence of his master. It happened one day 
thm this. Moor was sent on shore to wash the captain's 
linen (an employment in which the Moors are said to have 
exceeded the women), having in his possession at the time 
one hundred crowns belonging to his master, whichf 
together with other monfes and plate, had been com- 
mitted to his charge. While he was on shore, he was 
tempted by some companions to pky* and^Gst the whole 
of the money. The captain no sooner discovered what 
had taken place than he put the Moor into ctyuns, and 
committed him to his former slavery in the gallies. Nor 
was his vindictive passion satisfied with this; but he in- 
flicted upon him a cruel punishment, usually applied only 
to malefactors, so that the unfortunate Moor was for a 
long time unable to stand or walk. In the course of^time, 
however, the captain being again in want of his services, 
released him from bondage^and took him to*vait upon ( 
him as*usual. But the Moor had not forgotten his ill- 
usage, and secretly determined to watch his Jwn oppor- 

# * Munson’s Tracts in Churchill, lii. 465. 
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tunity of taking a terrible revenge, carefully dissembling 
his purpose in the meanwhile, by all necessary show of 
obedience* t . 1 

" At diis usual hour in the meaning/' continues the 
narrator, “ he repaired to ft get up his captain, Iftit pro* 
vided all things for his purpose ; as first, a cross-bar to 
keep down the scuttle ; and being below, he provided 
himself with powder, fire, match, and other necessaries, 
which he placed in the outward room, and suddenly 
rubied ieito his captrip’s cabin with a naked dagger in 
his hand, to whom he gave ei^ht stabs, making account 
he had slain him ; but hearing a noise without, he left 
the^aptain, and betook himself to a gentleman who cried 
out for help ; which being done, he put the match to 
the train he had prepared, and , set the galley on fire, 
which fie leapt fiito and burnt himself to ashes ; but by 
the help of the other galleys that rid near her, they 
suddenly boarded her, saved all her slaves, amj the cap- 
tain who was not quite dead ; bht what else was in her 
was all consumed — a rare example of revenge from a 
heathen to a Christian; and though the captain, and *he 
differed in religion, yet not much in condition and per- 
verse natures.*' * 

* When this tragedy was consummated, the captain was 
called to account for^he loss of the g&ley, occasioned by 
the ill-treatment of his slave, and would have been dis- 
graced and p'ftftished were it not for the influence* of the 
general. But his misfortunes were not yet quite over, 
for he wrts shortly aftenvards robbed by another Moor, 
who fled with two Spanish soldiers who incited him to 
the theft. The fugitives had no sooner arrived in safety 
at the opposite side of the river than the soldiers slew the 
Moor, possessed themselves of the money, and were never 
heart} of afterwards. 

In the month of September, when the galleys are 
ordinarily^laid up in harboui for the winter, Monson and 
his fellow-captives were removed to the castle of Lisbon. 
The treatntent to which he was now subjected appears to 
* Monion’s Tracts in Churchill, iii. 465, 466. 
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have been rigorous in the last degre^ The prisoners were 
/kept in close confinement, being guarded even wheathey 
tvere taken to the castle walls in the moyiing, and li- 
mited to an allowance of 7 tyd* per diem, which was less 
than 3d? according to the rate of things in England. Here 
one morning, looking down upon the river fwiqj the 
walls of the castle, he saw a sumptuous galleon, the St. 
Andrew, sailing up the stream with all her bravery, and 
being struck by the sight, he laid ^ wager of one to ten 
that if he lived he would be at # tie taking of ithat tri- 
umphant vessel. It was a mere idle passing remark ; 
but strangely enough, in five year;* afterwards, in the 
expedition against Cadiz under the earl of Essex, itjvas 
his extraordinary fortune to redeem his pledge, and cap- 
ture that very galleon. . # 

The whole term of his imprisonment tasted twb years. 
Once, during that time, he nearly accomplished his es- 
cape, by $ plan laid with a Portuguese fellow-prisoner, 
an emissary of Don A’ntonio, one of the claimants on 
the throne of Portugal : but through the treachery of 
the Englishman whom he was obliged to employ as an in- 
terpreter, his hopes were frustrated, and his life would 
probably have been forfeited, were it not that the letter, 
containing his secret application to Lord Hurleigh, and 
which for better security he had hidden in the shoes of 
the page who was to convey it, wa^ completely oblite- 
rated fly a shower of rain. The pttge warceized on the 
information given by the English traitor, but the evi- 
dence of the plot having been thus destroyed, i#o further 
steps were taken in the matter. 

He was placed, however, in serious jeopardy by as- 
sisting in turn to forward the escape of the Portuguese 
emissary! This man was condemned to death, and 
shortly before the day appointed for the executjpn of 
the sentence, he contrived, with the help of Monson, to 
effect his object, passing through the centinlls iu the j 
disguise of a soldier, and then lowering himself from 
the wallj by means of a rope. His flight wls no sooner 
discovered, than a guard was placed upon Monson, who 
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was accused of having abetted him. The next thuwgflfr] 
he w^s taken before me judge. But neither threat^wp 
promises of liberty could induce him to confess. Stf, 
pleaded |hat fie was a prisoner of ^ar, that he was sub- 
ject to the law of honour and arms, and that it was 
lawftdJor hifn to seek his freedom ; he urged the im- 
probability of holding such intercourse as was imputted 
to him with one whose language he did not understand ; 
and he concluded by cautioning therf to be wary what 
violence jhey offered '^im, as he had friends in England, 
an<f was of agnation that could and would revenge his 
wrongs. These arguments succeeded ; but during %he 
remainder of his imprisonment he was closely watched, 
nor € did the authorities, who had too much reasbn to 
mistrust him, scruple to lay traps in the hopes of e%- 
* snaringGiim inta some new scheme.* 

1593. Being at last delivered from prison, he again joined 
the^arl of Cumberland, as captain of the Golden Lion, 
a queen’s ship, wherein the earl Served as admiral. His 
fidelity to that nobleman appears to have prevailed over 
his better judgment, for even at this period he had soffie 
reason to suspect the sincerity of his lordship’s friend- 
ship. But Monson was himself of a nature too op^n 
and manly to entertain, without ample cause, any doubts 
of the truth of otherf ; and dismissing all such feelings 
he cheerfully followed him upon this occasion. In the 
course of thcSoyagjb, %the admiral took a dozen Spanish 
hulks freighted with powder, and, standing out to sea 
with one t half of them, left the remainder with Monson 
to examine and rummage. Towards night the admiral 
cast off the hulks he«iiad taken with hirn, which imme- 
diately made towards their consorts, over which Monson 
had been placed in guard with only a small ship and a 
long-boat with fifty men. This proceeding seemed very 
strange to Monson, who soon discovered that the hulks 
intended t# attack him. Rqsi stance under such circum- 
stances would have been fruitless, and when hei found 

* The narrative of the escape and subsequent fortunes of Fernandez the 
Portuguese above referred to will be found in vol. III. p. 13 — ITT 
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fc&| f asmy hoarding him on one sWe of the vessel, he 
SKI^to the long-boat on the other side, receivfng a 
nun in his leg which continued to^ffect him to the last 
day of his life. • • * 

The' conduct of the earl of Cumberland in this affair 
admits of no reasonable or satisfactory explanation for 
although it is difficult to believe that he really released 
the hulks with an intention of abandoning Monson to 
the consequences, yet it is still more difficult otherwise 
to account for so extraordinary a * j^oceeding. fikfonsvn 
however bore it without refining, and ins&ad of exhi- 
biting any resentment to the earl, h£ ventured his life 
in the, homeward voyage to preserve that of his com- 
mander, which he says he valued as much as his own. 

THe earl was seized with* some melancholy # sickness^ which 
could be relieved only by the milk of a cow. Monson 
undertook to go ashore on the island of Corvo, then in 
the possession of the Portuguese, for the purpose of 
procuring a cow by foul or fair means. Carrying with 
him a flag of truce, and bespeaking the hospitality of 
the islanders by fair words, he was generously enter- 
tertained, staying on shore all night, and carrying a cow 
and other refreshments” aboard the next morning. 

“ This cow,” he adds, “ n all likelihood was the saving 
of my lord’s life for die present, whicff he acknowledged.* 

In the following year, resting frou* his jpils, he was 1595. 
created 'Master of Arts at Oxford ; and in 1595 he 
mailed the widow of a Mr. Smith. But he evidently 
had no view to his own ease in this alliance, tft, Wore 
his marriage, he gave a promise to the earl of Cumber- 
land that he would attend him iri # his next voyage, 
which took place immediately after, as his vice-admiral. 

The earl ‘•sailed in a brave ship of his own building, 
called the Malice Scourge, and Monson in the Allsides, 
a goodly ship of the merchants.” The perfidy of 
the earl was now plainly developed for .the first time. 
HavingHrawn Monson into his service by “ sweet words 
and promises/’ and proceeded with him to Plymouth, 
f * Monson, 470. 
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and from thence eight or nine leagues to sea towards 
the Spanish coast, he suddenly left his ship, and, with*- 
out holdingc&ny coirfmunication with his vice-admiral, 
appointed another captain no take the command of the 
vessel. So gross an indignity as this proved to 0 much 
evea MEor the tranquil temper of Monson, who, deeply 
offencled, abandoned the company at sea, and took to his 
own adventure ; a step which bred a quarrel between 
them that was not appeased for many years. The inci- 
dents of the subse<yavnt voyage are scanty. The only 
enemy he encountered wem the storms, which drove 
him to Spain befofe the sea, between Gallicia and Brit- 
tany, a position of considerable peril. He w^s com- 
pelled to cut away his mainmast by the board, and in 
that condition to bear for England as well as he could* 
The vessel was raked fore and aft, and be looked for 
nothing but foundering. Happily, however, he made 
Plymouth in safety, and just as news arrived that four 
Spanish galleys had appeared on the coast and sacked 
the village of Penzance. Drake happened to be in Ply- 
mouth at the time, preparing for that fatal West Inflian 
expedition in which he afterwards lost his life. He and 
Monson instantly put to sea, but when they arrived in 
Cornwall there was no trace pf the Spaniards, who had 
already taken theiPdeparture. r 
1596. Monson’^ next serv i° e waP in the expedition to 
Cadiz, when he cofnmanded the Repulse, under the 
earl of Essex. Throughout the whole of this ajFair, 
which A as not less remarkable for the courage than the 
skill with which it was conducted, Monson acted a con- 
spicuous part. If* his advice had been followed, the 
ships in the harbour would have been taken, instead of 
having been for the most part destroyed ; and then, as 
he observes, “ being brought to England, they would 
be always before men’s eyes there, and put them in 
mind oPthe greatness of fhe exploit," But it must be 
allowed on the other hand that the destruction of the 
fleet, which amounted to the value of si^ or seven 
millions, seriously impoverished the whole country. 
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The conquest was complete and overwhelming. “ The 
king of Spain,” says Monson, “ never received so fpreat 
in overthrow, and so great an indignity aUour hands as 
this ; for our attempt*was at his own home, in his own 
port thSt he thought as safe fcs his chamber, where we 
took and destroyed his ships of war, burnt and«con- 
sumed the wealth of his merchants, sacked his city, 
ransomed his subjects, and entered his country without 
impeachment/' * ♦ 

It having been determined i* the first imftanceoto 
surprise the ships, Monson was sent on B&ard the Ad* 
miral to devise the manner in which the service was to 
be undertaken. He was afterwards sent in the boa^of 
the Repulse to take possession of the great galleons, and 
wis subsequently, together with sir Anthony Ashley, 
commissioned to convey instructions to the Admiral to 
seize upon the merchant vessels, lest they should at- 
tempt to i^mvey away their wealth, or effect its destruc- 
tion. And when the earl of Essex, forgetful of the 
tender wishes of the queen, who especially desired that 
he should* be careful of his life, penetrated, sword in 
hand, to the market-place of the town, we find Mon- 
son, as usual, in the front of the danger. And here 
his usual good fortune pnce more befriended him. 
“ My lord of EssSx,” he says, <9 having made way 
through the town, at length cam$ to jtJje spacious 
market-place, where he found the greatest and sharpest 
resistance from the houses thereabouts, that sorely 
flanked him, which way soever he passed or® looked, 
and one house more than the rest seemed most danger- 
ous ; whereupon I desired my lord to spare me fifty old 
soldiers of the Low Countries, to give an assault upon 
that housP, which his lordship granted, and I per- 
formed, and took it. In that conflict I was shot with 
A musket-bullet through my scarf and breeches ; and 
the handle and pummel of \ny Bword shot from my 
side, without any further hurt. As I stooped for the 
handle anjl pummel of my sword, sir John Wingfield 

* Monson, 171. 
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who was next to &e on horseback, had received a 
hurttin his -thigh a little before, and as he was ashing 
me how I did (for it seems he thought I was sorely 
wounded by my stooping), f he was shot with a bullet in 
the head, aqd suddenly M down dead ; and these were 
the last words that ever he spoke.' 1 * 

This escape is rendered the more remarkable as it 
was the second deliverance of the same kind that had 
occurred to him in the course of his adventurous life, 
tl*r forfiier having happened in 1589 at the island of 
St. Mary, where, encountering a rough reception upon 
landing, he tells u£; in the encounter his sword, which 
he^ placed naked, and the point upwards, wa^ shot 
asunder, and the bullet passed through his doublet, 
which, had it not been for his sword, must have gone 
through his body. t{ This I note,” he addR, “that as 
the sword is the death of many a man, so it hath been 
twice the preserver of my life." ( * 

For his distinguished conduct at this siege. Monsort 
received the honour of knighthood at the hands of ^he 
earl of Essex. 

1597 . The Island expedition, hardly less important, suc- 
ceeded in the following year. Sir William Monson 
had the command of the p.ainbow, a queen’s ship, 
which was afterwards placed in imrhinent peril, having 
fallen in atone w v ; th the Spanish fleet, while obeying 
the orders of Essex 1 in standing away to the south to 
make observations and give signals. The intrepidity 
exhibited by Monson in this conjuncture afforded, per- 
haps more than any other act of his life, extraordinary 
proof of great personal courage. Discerning in the 
dead watch of the night a fleet of twenty -five sail in the 
distance, and not being able to ascertain what flag they 
carried, he resolved before he gave the preconcerted 
signal to the English squadron, to make a personal 
inspection at the hazard f>f his life. He accordingly 
put himsjlf into his boat, and approached thb ships, 
hailing them in Spanish ; they replied in the.same lan- 
* Monson, 470. 
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guftge, saying, that they were of Sj^in, and demanded 
to know whence he was. He answered of England, 

Ind told them that the ship in sight W|s a queen's 
galleon, single and aloaae, ofwvhich they might make an 
easy cajfture. His object was tcpdraw them after him, and 
so bring them into the wake of the squadron. But* this 
gallant stratagem failed ; the Spaniards were too wary 
to be deceived, and all he got by the attempt was some 
foul abuse and a volley of shot.. Returning to his 
vessel, he made the signal that hath been agreed upop. 

It was now, however, too late. Essex *faad already 
altered his course, and stood away* that night to St. 
Michel's. He did not abandon the enemy, never- 
theless, but tracked them the whole of that night and 
the next day, until h$ brought them into the road of 
Angra, in the island of Terceira.* " ' 

On bis homeward voyage, at the close of this me- 1599. 
morable expedition, he was exposed to more hazard than 
any other ship in the fl&t ; for,” says he, iC the Rain- 
bow is known to be the most rolling and laboursome 
shif in England, especially in the condition I was in, 
having spent my foremast in a mighty storm and moun- 
tainous seas, where we hourly expected death.” t 
An interval of four ortivc years followed, in which 
no movements of any consequence took place at sea. 

In 1599, we find Monson commanding the Defiance, 
under fird Thomas Howard, the admiral iiAhe Downs, 
watching the necessity for active hostilities, rather than 
seelcing it. Both Spain and England seemed to bv equally 
ready for war, but neither of them willing to begin. 
There never, says Monson, was gr&ter expectation of 
war, with le68 performance. Preparations, however, 
were going forward with extraordinary vigour at both 
sides, as if each expected an invasion, or as if jthey 
entertained the mutual policy of making peace with 
drawn swords. The French were astonished at the 
incredible alacrity with which the English vessels were 
got ready for sea, and regarded as a piece of magic the 

* Monson, 174—470. f Ibid. 
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celerity with whicfy, her majesty had actually rigged, 
victualled, and furnished the royal ships in the short 
space of tw^Jve days. Thus, sitting armed upon ouif 
coasts, <and prepared at am hours notice for any emer- 
gency that might arise, the hostile designs of th& enemy 
wer^ suspended in astonishment. “ Another benefit/’ 
says Monson, referring to these circumstances, “ which 
we received by this preparation, was, that our men 
were now brought suddenly to arm, every man knowing 
hif command, and hi w to be commanded, which before 
they were ignorant of ; and who knows not, that sudden 
and false alarms ia an army are sometimes necessary ? 
Tq say truth, the expedition which was then usqd, by 
drawing together so great an army by land, and rigging 
so great and royal a navy to sea^iti so little a space of 
time, W so admirable in other countries, that they re- 
ceived a terror by it ; and many that came from«beyond 
the sea, said, The queen was never more dreaded abroad 
for any thing she ever did .” * 1 
X>. The summer of lfiOO yielded great hope of a per- 
manent peace, but it came to nothing. Commissioners 
on both sides met at Bologne, in the territories of the 
French king, who was friendly to both, but the treaty 
was broken off on some frivolous pretext of precedency. 
Some people believed that the treaty was a mere show 
to gain time, and ^hat nothing serious was ever really 
contemplated by it ’Elizabeth was abundantly justified 
in dealing cautiously with the Spaniards, for it cqpld 
not be forgotten, that scarcely twelve years had elapsed 
since they proposed a similar treaty, and, while it was 
in progress, treacherously sent out a formidable squadron 
to invade England. It seems that the meeting at 
Bologne was looked upon with distrust by both parties, 
and that its abrupt termination was mutually anticipated ; 
for, upon the pretence of guarding the western coast, 
« three shfps were fitted ouf under the command of sir 
Richard Lewson, to undertake an expedition* to the 
islands, in*the hope of seizing the carracks an^ Mexican 

* Monson, 178. 
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fleets the Spaniards on the other hand anticipating die 4 
movement, and sending out no les£ than eighteen “ tall 
^dups" to the same station. As it happened, they never 
came in sight of eacfy othe% and sir Ricl&rd Returned 
home \rithout having even s^en a single sail the whole 
time, except two Dutch vessels from the East Indies. 

Throughout the whole of 1601 , there was a sdrt of 1601. 
tacit cessation of arms, but without any valid prospect 
of peace, and mutual annoyances were indirectly re- 
sorted to as if from a perverse deyre to provojje hosti- 
lities ; the English relieving the Netherlands, and the 
Spaniards lending secret assistance Jo the rebels in Ire- 
land. Towards the winter, however, the Spaniards 
made*a decisive demonstration. A fleet of forty-efght 
sail, with four thousand soldiers, commanded by Don 
Diego de Borachero, was sent to invad# Ireland* The 
history of the events that rapidly followed, terminating 
in the total discomfiture of that undertaking, does not 
properly belong to tbi% memoir. But it may be ob- 
served, that sir Richard Lewson valiantly expelled the 
vfce-admiral of the Spaniards, after a sanguinary and 
unequal conflict, and that the land forces, despairing of 
succour from Spain, and seeing that their cause was 
desperate, made offers of a parley, and were permitted, 
under certain coiditionl, to return home in English 
vessels. 

During this period of coinpafativa# inaction, sir 
William Monson was successively employed in various 
slups in the Downs and the narrow seas ; jncluding, 
besides other vessels, the Garland, the Nonpareille, the 
Swiftsure, the Mary-Rose, and th® Mere-honour. 

The recent attempt in Ireland produced an immediate 1602. 
alteration in the naval policy of the country. Elizabeth 
saw that it would no longer be safe to remain inactive, 
and a fleet of nine vessels was ordered to sea with such 
speed that there was not time enough to man or pro- 9 
vision them upon the usual scale. Her majesty, says 
Monson, “ was content with what could be got in so 
short a Varning, s6 desirous was she to see her ships at 



88 NAVAL HISTORY OV ENGLAND. 

sea." * The haste with which this armament was fitted 
out proved fatal to\he objects of the expedition. Sir 
Ricnard Lewson left England with five of these vessels, 
on the 1,9th f)f March, leaving Mpnson who was second 
in command behind with r the other four to wait’ for the 
arrival of twelve Dutch ships which were to have 
join&l the squadron. But intelligence was received in 
the meanwhile of the arrival of the silver ships at the 
Azores, and the impatience of the queen would not 
suffer sir William td remain long enough to complete 
hi£ complement of merl 1 and supplies, and he accordingly 
followed the Admiral on tht 26 th. Notwithstanding 
the rapidity of these movements they were too late, the 
plalfc-fleet having departed from Terceira before IVfonson 
arrived. Sir Richard Lewson fell in with them on their 
passage to Spain ; but his force' was inadequate for a 
conflict with thirty-eight sail; and although he attacked 
them with great valour, the rich argossy escaped, t 
“We may very well account this,” observes c ‘Monson, 
“ not the least error or negligence that has been com- 
mitted in our voyages, for if the Hollanders had kept 
course, according to promise, and the queen's ships had 
been fitted out with care, we had made her majesty 
mistress of more treasure than any of her progenitors 
ever enjoyed.” J & 0 

Sir Richard Lewson, being thus frustrated, plied 
towards the r^ck which had been appointed as tli?, ren- 
dezvous with the rest of the fleet. Mon son had already 
been there a fortnight, and not hearing any tiding^ of 
the Admiral, had gone round by the southward cape. 
Here he was forturjitely joined by three ships which 
had been dispatched by sir Richard to look out for 
him ; and falling in at the same time with sonqj? French 
and Scotch vessels, he received information from them 
of five galleons, lying at St. Lucar, and ready to take 
the next tide for the Indies. Two other galleons* with 
the governor of the Havanna on board, had sailet^ three 
days b* forehand were met at night by one of the English 

* Moneon, 181. f LeUiard, L p 381. % Motion, 181. 
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ships, but escaped, “whether by^the darkness of the 
night,” adds sir William, “or by what other casualty 
•(for the sea is subject to many), I know not.” 

The prospect of sizing fhe five galleons revived the 
hopes 0f the vice-admiral who, thus luckily reinforced, 
directed his course into the latitude the Spaniards were 
likely to take. As he had anticipated, he soon came in 
sight of five ships, which he concluded must be the 
prizes he was in pursuit of. and he congratulated himself 
on the prospect of finally determining that da£ the dif- 
ference between the strength and power the English 
and Spanish ships, theif number ^and capacity being 
equal. But his joy was quickly abated on discovering 
that they were English vessels homeward bound from 
the Straits. He did not wholly, however, abandon the 
hope of coining up with the enemy, a!tid the n£xt day 
deseryjng a single ship, laden from the Indies, he gave 
chase, aijjl took her after a brisk ac tion. As ill fortune 
would have it, he lost the galleons through this ad- 
r venture, for his pursuit of the prize carried him so far 
/ io % tht* leeward that the galleons passed off to windward 
y/in the course of the night, at a distance of not more 
than eight or ten leagues, as he learned on the following 
morning, to his great mortification, from an English 
pinnace that had •met him. Th«e accumulated mis- 
fortunes falling first on sir Richard Lewson and after- 
wards* on sir William Mon son, were sufficient to dis- 
courage them ; but they still relied confidently on 
their united resources, for shortly after this gdventure 
they met accidentally at sea, and resolved to prosecute 
their enterprize. “ Knowing,” safs Monson, “ the ac- 
cidents of the sea, and that fortune could as well laugh 
as weep, having good ships under foot, their men sound 
and in health, and plenty of yictuals, they did not doubt 
but that some of the wealth which the Indies sent 
forth into Spain would fall to their share*”* Nor l 
were their calculations ultimately disappointed. Lying 
close to the rock they seized two ships S£ the East 
• Monson, 182. 
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Country bound for Lisbon, and while they were rum- 
maging these vessels' they received intelligence by a 
caravel from cape Espichel that there were a carrack' 
and eleven galleys lying i? Ceripibra road'. The joy 
diffused through the fleet by this information may 
easily be imagined. Sir Richard made signs to Monson 
to stand out to sea, but the approach of night pre- 
vented them from taking effect. 

2d The next morning, a council was held on board the 
June, admiral^ vessel. It occupied nearly the whole day. 
Some of the captains alleged the impossibility of taking 
the carrack, which rvas defended by a castle and eleven 
galleys ; but Monson was of a different opinion, and 
prevailed. It was, therefore, agreed that he and the 
admiral should anchor as near the carrack as they could, 
and thu the rest of the vessels should ply up and down, 
to be in readiness for any opportunity of action that 
might offer. The sight of these galleys reminded sir 
William of the slavery he had' J endured at Lisbon in 
similar vessels, if not in some of these identical craft, 
and he longed to take revenge upon them. In order*\o 
show his contempt and defiance of them, he tells us 
that he singled himself out a league from the rest of 
the fleet by way of challenging them. The marquis of 
St. Cruz, general of< the Portuguese; and Frederic Spi- 
noia, general of the galleys, accepted the invitation and 
put out witlPthe intention of fighting him ; bift, they 
were diverted from their purpose by a renegade English- 
man, who knew the force of the vice-admiral's ship, 
and that she was commanded by Monson. 

The situation of' the galleys was so formidable and 
advantageous, that, as Monson afterwards discovered, 
they entertained the design of sinking the English ships 
without any farther assistance. The town of Cerimbra 
lies in the bottom of a road, which is described as an 
tj excellent harbour for vessels in a northerly wind. At 
that time a strong and spacious fort, well replenished 
with ordn&ce, stood close to the shore, while the town, 
castle, and road, was completely commanded by an 
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ancient building, which Monson caIJs a friary, placed on 
the summit of a hill at the back, and which, fropi its 
^position, was impregnable. The carracks lay close to 
the shore, tb the west of the castle, which, as #lso the 
east frflnt of the town, it defended like a bulwark. 
The eleven galleys were flanked and fortified by a small 
neck of rock on the west side of the road, with their 
prows right forward to play upon the English ships, 
and so screened that they could not be damaged by 
them until they came so close tg $he town thqj all the 
batteries could play upon them at once. JThis powerful 
position was rendered stiff more secure by the array of 
land forces on shore. Tents were pitched along the 
coast, and great troops of soldiers drawn out, “ which/' 
Bays Monson, ff was yo less than the whole country in 
arms against us/* Boats were constantly in ^notion 
between the shore and the carrack. At first it was sup- 
posed tl^t these movements were for the purpose of 
unlading her, but it wls soon afterwards found out that 
the object was to strengthen her with men and ammu- 
nition.. The difficulties and dangers of the undertaking 
were more and more developed as these circumstances 
became evident to the fleet ; and little hope presenting 
itself of making a prize of the carrack, it was con- 
jectured that she tnust fie sunk or burned in the last 
alternative. The obstacles to the capture are thus de- 
tailed* by MonBon : “ The danger from tile galleys was 
great, they being flanked with a point of a rock at our 
entrance, as you have heard, it being likewise $alm, and 
they shooting lowj another danger was that of the 
wind ; for, if it had come from th€ sea, the road being 
open, and the bay deep, our attempt must have been in 
vain. And notwithstanding these, and many more ap- 
parently seen, and that there was no man but imagined 
that most of the carrack's lading was ashore, and that 
they would hale her a-grcund under the cattle, where t 
no ship of ours would be able to come at her, all which 
objections, with many more, were alledgefl, yet they 
little prevailed. Procrastination was perilous, and there- 
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fore , with all expedition, they thought convenient to 
charge the town, the fort, the galleys, and carrack, all 
at one instant ; and they had determined if the carrack* 
had beafi a-ground, or so nigh- the shore that the 
queen’s ships could reach her, that the two eaSterlingB 
die day beforfc taken should board and burn her/’ * 

3d This bold plan being clearly arranged and decided 
June, upon, the men commended themselves the next morn- 
ing to the protection of God, and prepared to open their 
work, according to tVe c agreement the day before. A 
gale sprung up at ten o’clock. The admiral weighed, 
fired a signal-gun, grid hung ftit his dag at the main- 
top j Monson promptly followed his example. The 
captains severally encouraged their crews, who, though 
recently desponding under such adverse circumstances, 
now seamed animated by a new spirit. “ The admiral 
was the first that gave the charge ; and after him 
followed tlie rest of the ships, showing greqt valour, 
and gaining great honour. The last of all was the 
vice-admiral, who, entering into the fight, still strove 
to get up as near the shore as he could, where he cathe 
to an anchor, continually fighting with the town, the 
fort, the galleys, and the carrack, all together ; for lie 
brought them betwixt him, that he might play both his 
broadsides upon them. The galley* still kept their 
prows towards him. The slaves offered to forsake them, 
and swim to^us, and every thing was in confusion 
amongst them ; and thus they fought till five of the 
clock in t^e afternoon.” f 

The gallant conduct of Monson so completely 
paralysed the galleys, that they rowed from side to 
side, endeavouring to avoid him ; and the admiral, 
struck by bis heroism, came on board his vessel, and 
embracing him in the presence of the whole company, 
declared that “ he had won his heart for ever.” 

All the <uhips were now engaged except the admiral's, 
which, by some mismanagement of the master^ was 
u 

* Moubod, 182 , 183 . 
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suffered to fall off to windward, $p that the wind and 
tide carried her out of the road, and she could Not be 
"recovered until the next day. Sir RichaigL Lewson was 
so enraged *at this disaster lhat he put himself Gn board 
the Dreadnought, and anchored close jto the vice- 
admiral, It was now two o’clock in the forqpoon. 
The easterlings that were appointed to board the car- 
rack betrayed symptoms of reluctance, naturally enough 
if the peculiarity of their situation be taken into con- 
sideration ; but Monson instantly went on bourd tlym 
himself, and threatened jhem with a wfcrse fate than 
they might expect from the eneirfy, if they failed to 
execyfe the design entrusted to them. At this critical 
moment the admiral interposed, and countermanding 
the instructions that t had been previously given, took 
Monson on board his own vessel for* the purpose of 
devisiig measures for seizing and preserving the trea- 
sures of ^he carrack. It was agreed at this conference 
that the ships should be ordered to cease firing, and 
that a parley should be immediately offered. 

The- person selected for the office was one captain 
Sewell, who had been four years a prisoner in the 
galleys, and who had just effected his escape by swim- 
ming to the English shijs. He was instructed to ask 
the enemy to yi&d upon honorable conditions, in- 
timating to them, as from himself, |hat their condition 
was hopeless, as some of the galleys were beaten, others 
biyned, and the rest fled, while the English were in 
possession of the road, and the castle was fto longer 
able to resist. In the event of a refusal to accept the 
offer of mercy, he was to inform ftiem that they must 
prepare for all the cruelty and rigour a conqueror could 
impose apon a vanquished foe. The captain of the 
carrack was not in a disposition to treat with an pfficer 
who had so recently been in slavery, and he announced 
his intention of sending stflne gentlemen of*quality to » 
conduct the negoeiation, desiring that others of like 
quality might be appointed on the opposite side. 

The Portuguese deputation having been received on 
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board the admiral's $hip, had no sooner delivered their 
message than they expressed a desire to hasten back, as 
there was a great division and tumult in the carrack* 
arising from a difference of opinion as to whether the 
parley ought # to be entertained or the vessel set*bn fire. 
Whop Monson heard this, without waiting for orders 
from the admiral, he leaped into a boat, and rowed to 
the carrack. Several gentlemen on board, who knew 
him when he had been a prisoner amongst them, re- 
cognised?' him at on<fc,« and Don Diego Lobo, a gallant 
young gentlefcian of a noble house, who commanded 
the carrack, motiotllng his men apart, received him at 
the* side of the vessel. Monson did the same ; and, 
having, in answer to an inquiry from the captain, stated 
that he knew enough of the Portuguese language to 
treat at* the business he came about, opened the con- 
ference by acquainting him with the rank he held in 
the fleet, by assuring him of the respect and esteem he 
entertained for the Portuguese nation, adding that the 
parley was offered at his suggestion, and that he wished 
to hear the proposals he desired to make. Don Diego 
then stated his demands, which were to the effect that 
he and his followers should be put on shore safely that 
night with their anus; that thp carrack and its ordnance 
should be left as b&onging to the king, but that the 
English should taV° its treasures, and that the ancient 
and flag should not be taken down while the carrafck was 
unlading. To these proposals sir William replied, that 
such demands gave suspicion that some treachery was 
intended under pretence of parley ; that their hopes 
were greater than their cause ; and but that he knew it 
was the artifice of some men to demand great things 
when less would serve them, he would not*lose his 
advantage to entertain a treaty. He then desired that 
whatever they resolved upon might be concluded quickly, 

< as night ((as growing on afrd might bring them some 
advantage ; for his resolution he desired them to under- 
stand it in a few words: — 1. He was willing, to yield 
that they might be put ashore with their arms ; 2. He 
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was content they should be set asjpre that night, with 
the exception of some eight or ten principal gentlemen 
% whom he would detain for three days ^ 3. He held 
the proposal to separate theaship and goods as frivolous, 
regarding it as a jest which they could not imagine he 
would consent to ; and 4. He was resolved never to 
permit a Spanish flag to be worn in the presence of the 
queen's ships, unless it were disgracefully over the poop. 

A long expostulation followed uppn these points ; but 
sir William was determined no^t§ abate or modify jny 
of his demands, and, finding the captain obstinate, he 
threatened to return to his boat and# break off the treaty. 
The gentlemen, perceiving that it was vain to offer further 
opposition, entreated him once more to ascend into the 
carrack, when the following capitulations were finally 
agreed upon: — namely, that a messenger should lie sent 
to tht^admiral to obtain his confirmation of the points 
agreed qpon, and that in the meantime the flag and 
ancient should be taker? down ; but if the admiral should 
not consent to the agreement, the Portuguese were to 
be allowed a reasonable time to put out the flag and 
ancient before the fight should be renewed; that the 
company should be presently set on shore, but the 
captain, with eight of Jjie principal gentlemen, three 
days afterwards ; ^hat the ship wfth her goods should 
be surrendered without practice or tr|ason ; and that en- 
deavours should be used to prevail with tile garrison in 
thj casde to forego their firing while the English re- 
mained in the road. These conditions having been 
agreed to by the admiral, sir William Monson con- 
ducted Don Diego and eight gentleiflen on board his own 
ship, “ where they supped, had variety of music, and 
spent the night in great jollity/'* But, although the 
term of three days was allowed for the detention pf the 
hostages, they were not kept longer than it required to 
bring off the carrack safely «to the ships. Sft* William • 
accompanied them on shore the next morning, where 
he found the count de Vidigueira at th^ head of a 
* Monson, 185. 
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y force amounting to^io less than 20,000 men, who, at 
the event proved, had been drawn together in vain. 

This actioq was not only the most fortunate occur-* 
rence in* the fife of sir Wikiain Monson, as it affected 
his own personal advancement, but is accounted *oy him 
the greatest naval exploit, all circumstances considered, 
that happened in the reign of Elizabeth. The value of the 
prize (afterwards sold by king James on his accession), 
was estimated at nearly 200,000/. * The carrack, called 
th^St. Valentine, wa»a,,vessel of 1 700 tons burthen; she 
had wintered *at Mozambique on her return from the 
Indies, where the infection was so fatal that of a crew of 
six (hundred and odd men less than twenty survived the 
whole voyage. At last, after suffering manifold calamities 
she put into the port of Ceri mbra, f .to endure the worst of 
all. The vicerojr of Portugal sent eleven galleys to pro- 
tect her and 400 mochas du camera, gentlemen wbo are 
ready to aid the king whenever any extraordinary oc- 
casion requires their services. Jtfut neither the galleys 
nor this worthy fraternity of brave gentlemen were of 
much utility. The galleys under the command of the 
marquis of St. Cruz, fled in the middle of the tight, and 
were only shamed back again by the heroic conduct of 
Spinola, who, with diminished strength, still continued 
to defend the carracl. Such was tlA; loss sustained on 
board these vessel^, that they must all have fallen into 
the hands of* the English, but for want of boats to take 
possession of them. Two of them were burnt and sqnk 
in the course of the engagement, the captain of a third 
was taken prisoner, and in a fourth sir William Monson 
had the satisfaction of discovering the galley in which 
hejvas imprisoned eleven years before. The total loss 
of life in the town, the castle, the carrack,* and the 
galleys must have been very considerable ; while on the 
side of the English there were not more than six men 
killed and seven wounded. 4 * Sir William had the left 
wing of his doublet shotofF, but received no otherjburt. 

After tfie conditions were mutually agreed to, tjie . 

\* Motiaon, 225.; 
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conduct of the leaders at both sidles appears to have m 
been in the highest degree honourable and generous. 
%ir William Monson, touched by the misfortune of the 
gallant young cap tail* of tile carrack, and sulpecting 
that hit loss would make shipwreck of* his worldly 
means, offered him free permission to take out oS her 
whatever portion of her freight he could conscientiously 
claim as his own. But Don Diego, perhaps somewhat 
proudly, declined to accept such a favour, extraordinary 
as he acknowledged it to be ; wkaf he had, he %aid, 4ie 
gained by his sword, an^ he doubted ifbt his sword 
would repair his fortunes again, ft would have been 
happy^or him if the noble spirit he exhibited on this 
occasion had been fully appreciated by his own govern- 
ment ; but it fell out (Otherwise, and he was doomed to 
a life of misery by the events of that disastrous day. 
Don Csistoval de Mora, viceroy of Portugal, enraged at 
the indignity of seeing^a carrack taken out of the port 
in the sight of eleven galleys and a formidable battery, 
and actually within hearing of the guns of Lisbon, and 
beihg unable to satisfy the complaints of the people and 
the soldiery — some mourning the loss of their goods, 
others grieving for their friends, and all wounded in 
reputation — caused Don*Diego and the gentlemen of 
his company to be Arrested that night on reaching their 
lodgings. He imputed the capture iof th^ carrack to 
their dbwardice, and fear, if not to their treason and 
congivance with the enemy.* After some time, the 
^gentlemen were released, through the intercession of 
powerful friends; but Don Diego was ^till kept in prison. 
At length he received secret intelligence that the viceroy 
intended his death, and nothing remained for him 
to effect hte escape. By the aid of his sister he was 
enabled to accomplish it ; and, flying into Italy* he 
remained there until 1615. Throughout this long 
period t>f exile, his fortunes flrooped on all sides. His 

* ThesS charges were, doubtless, ill-founded, although strongly favoured 
by atypearanQps. Monson himself tells us that sir Robert Cecil used to at- 
tribute the submission of the carrack to Monson’s acquaintance with the 
gentlemen on board, p. 184. 
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government of Malacca* for which he held a patent hi 
reversion, was confiscated ; and no hope offered of being 
permitted to- return to his native country. In this 
extremity he was recommdhded <lo repair to England, 
for the purpose of obtaining certificates from the com- 
manders who had been present at the taking of the 
carrack, to clear him of cowardice and treason. Sir 
William Monson, who was much surprised to see him, 
testified the greatest interest on his behalf, treated him 
w&h unbounded couftcsy, and procured him the desired 
certificates ; Which, to give ^hem a stamp of authority, 
he caused to be enrolled in the Admiralty. With these 
doaiiments, don Diego went into Flanders, and present- 
ing the papers to the archduke and the infanta, ob- 
tained through them assurances of the king's favour, 
and restitution to his government. But just at this 
auspicious moment, when his prospects, after thirteen 
years of calamity, began to brighten for the/irst time, 
he died as he was preparing for his journey into Spain. 
“ And this/' adds Monson, “ was the end of an un- 
fortunate gallant young gentleman, whose deserts might 
justly have challenged a better reward, if God had 
pleased to afFord it him.” * 

The carrack — which was* the cause of all these mis- 
fortunes to don Diego — was no sooner secured, than 
the English fleet* stood out with a favourable wind for 
England. \)n tlieii* way they met a pinnace despatched 
with a packet from the lords, to inform them that a 
second fleet was in readiness to join them, and that the? 
Hollanders had already set out. Under these circum- 
stances, the commanders agreed that they could not 
both appear at home, leaving so large an armament 
upon the enemy's coast without a head. It Was accord- 
ingly arranged that Monson should return. He had 
not long parted from the fleet, when a violent storm 
and contrary winds rendered his course extremely peril- 
ous ; an<J, as the vessel in which he sailed, the Non- 
pareille, was incapable of weathering the tejnpest, the 

* Monson, 186. „ 
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carpenters and crew petitioned tym to abandon his 
object, apprehending that, by keeping the seas, \hey 
should all perish. He was thus compelled by mere 
extremity, to bear foi* EngUnd. Upon his arrival at 
Plymouth, he found the carrack safely in harbour, and 
had the mortification to discover that the fleet he went 
to take charge of bad not yet quitted the coast.* 

Immediately upon landing, he was sent for by the 
queen. Great apprehensions existed that the Spaniards 
meditated a second descent upon # Ireland, and it wits 
considered advisable to seijfl out a fleet t<f keep a strict 
Watch upon the enemy's coast. A ldhg conference took 
place hptween her majesty and sir William Monsontin 
the presence of the lord admiral, treasurer, and secretary; 
and it was finally resoked that he should repair % with 
such vessels as were then ready, to the harbour of the 
Groyne^ where the Spaniards made their rendezvous ; 
and if he^letected any ^mptoms of preparation for an 
invasion, not to leave the shore till he saw the issue. 

If, on the other hand, he could trace no likelihood of 
sucll a ^design, his instructions were to repair to the 
place where the Dutch fleet was ordered to join him, 
the conduct of all further movements, having for their 
chief object the defence *)f Ireland, being confided 
solely to his discretion. m 

Six weeks elapsed before he could slear tjjg coast, in 31st 
consequence of contrary winds. This was the more Aug. 
unfcgtunate, as in the interval the plate-fleet made good 
its voyage from the Indies, reaching Spain & whole 
month before his arrival. He left Plymouth on the last 
day of August, and with all the disadvantages of foul 
weather persevered in keeping the sea rather than 
hazard the^verthrow of the voyage by his return. Ar- 
rived at the Groyne, he discovered that the fleet which 
was supposed to be intended for Ireland was^one to 
join the* admiral at Lisbon ; uf>on which he lost no time 
iu repaiftng to the Rock. Here, through a caramel which 
he sent t<^ the islands of Bayona, he obtained intelli- 

* Monaon, 185. 
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gence of the Spanish fleet, which consisted of twenty 
four sail, and which was reported to be on the look*- 
out for the English. Falling in with two French ships 
bound Yor Lisbon, he took them*, and exacted pledges 
from them that they should directly return to* France, 
without touching at any Spanish harbour, as he under- 
stood that the Spanish fleet was ill provided with men 
and provisions, which these ships could supply. During 
this anxious interval of suspense, he was drawn, in the 
eagerness of a chacfe, dnto his old quarters in the road 
of Cerimbra. v * The castle defended the vessel, but, after 
a brisk fight, the^ came to a friendly treaty, and ex- 
changed presents. The same night a caravel cqjne in, 
and, not mistrusting him, was seized, but dismissed, 
after t he had obtained from the company some informa- 
tion concerning the affairs of Lisbon. All this time, 
however, he could not procure any intelligence of the 
Dutch fleet, and thought it pn^lent, in obedience to his 
instructions, to repair, without further delay, to the Rock. 
26th His whole force consisted of seven ships, a merchant 
Sept, vessel, and a small caravel. The continuance of the 
boisterous weather rendered it impossible to keep his 
fleet together, and on their way they were all separated, 
except the Adventure and the Whelp, which still re- 
mained with the admiral's ship, the Swiftsure. On the 
26th of September, he arrived in this reduced condition 
at the appointed rimdezvous. In the middle of the 
night, he discerned a light which, suspecting it tp be 
the fledt from St. Tcine or Brasil, bound for Lisbon, he 
immediately chased. But he no sooner found himself 
close to the vessels, than he discovered that it was the 
Spanish Annada, of which he had received notice from 
the car&veL An engagement with such a superior force 
must have ended in the total destruction of the English ; 
and Mojison, resorting to a ruse , commanded a Span- 
4 iard, who served on boarh his ship, standing oVer him 
at (he mpment with a dagger, to call aloud thkt there 
was a strange ship fallen among the fleet, a$d that he 
knew not what she was. By this expedient he hoped 
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to divert attention from -his own vpsel, and so to clear 
^the danger in the midst of whi^i he was placed.** In 
the meanwhile, he tacked about in a secret manner and 
escaped, flat the Adventure and the Whelp were still 
surrciuffled, and before they could stand opt to sea, the 
former received several shots, which killed and wounded 
some of her men. As soon as the daylight broke, the 
Spaniards saw the three English ships ahead of them, 
and gave chase. Three of them,, which were better 
sailors than the rest, gained upop fthem, and d«ew close 
upon the Whelp, which was too weak to offer any effectual 
resistance. Monson, seeing the evident peril to which 
the 'Vghelp was exposed, resolved to risk his own lif^ to 
save her ; and, in direct opposition to the entreaties of 
his master and comjiany, he struck his topsail, and 
commanded the Whelp to stand her course, wtfiie he 
staid fe>r the three ships of the enemy. The Spanish 
admiral, jvho probably had not much inclination to en- 
counter a commander* whose name was so famous on 
that coast, perceiving that Monson lingered for his 
coming up, took in with the shore, and fired off a warn- 
ing for his fleet to follow him. 

In the employment of such devices in times of dan- 
ger, the fertility of INjonson’s invention and the 
promptitude of hi? movements aft conspicuous ; and 
many of his suggestions concerning the conduct of a 
fleet Aider various circumstances af difficdffy, drawn as 
th^y were from his own experience, may be referred to 
with advantage, even at the present day. • He lays 
great stress upon the importance of having vessels built 
with a view to speed in sailing ; and, upon the occasion 
of this escape, he observes, 1 1 may appear by this, as 
by several other expeditions of ours, how much the 
swift sailing of ships does avail, being the principal ad- 
vantage in sea service, and indeed the main thing we 
could presume upon in our War against the Spihiards/'* 
The dftvice of hailing the enemy in* their own language, 
for the purpose of deceiving them, he sets do&n amongst 
* Monson, 187*. 
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his stratagems as one of those plans that may be use- 
fully*adopted at nigl& “ If a ship/' he says, “ fall 
intocompany t of a fle$ at night, it is necessary to have* 
a sudden and a ready answer ; m also two* or three of 
the nation to speak as they shall be directed.’** But 
he recommends the employment of this stratagem only 
when a single ship falls in with an enemy's fleet ; when 
ships are scattered at sea, he condemns the practice as 
being both useless and dangerous. (i It is a common 
use," heobserves, ' r w£i^n ships are scattered, and chance 
to meet in the^night, not knowing one another, to hail 
one another in a strange language, which I disapprove, 
as j. thing dangerous ; for the other being satisfied by 
his tongue not to be his consort, or of his country, pre- 
pares to light ; and thus it lia^ like to fall out with 
me. The Mary- Rose and I meeting one night, after we 
had lost company, one of my company hailed ^ier in 
Spanish, without my privity, whereat 1 was apgry, and 
caused her to be called to in English, even as she was 
giving fire to her broad-side. It is folly in this case 
to counterfeit ; for no good can come ‘of it, seeing the 
one cannot part from the other without knowing what 
they are." t 

Several adventures at sea followed the escape from 
the Spanish fleet ; fcrnl as there w&s plenty of trade 
upon the coast, sir JVilliam was drawn into many chases. 
On one of ‘these occasions while he was pursuing one 
vessel, and the Adventure another, they lost company 
and did lot meet again throughout the remainder of the 
voyage. Hearing from a French ship that the St. 
Domingo fleet was hooked for daily, he bore up for the 
South Cape, but his hopes were frustrated by finding 
on his arrival that they had passed two dayu before. 
He l^pt the coast until the 21st of October, rescuing 
several vessels from pirates and giving safe conduct to 
« others tMbt were in amity with England. Ofi that 
morning he gave chase to a galleon which ran binder 
the shelter *of the castle of Cape St. Vincent. Monson 

* Monson, 456. + Ibid. 457. 
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was well acquainted with the strength of that fortress, 
but nevertheless would have captured the galleor* but 
Ifor the cowardice of his helmsman, who bore uptfthe 
Swiftsnre jflst as he ^vas i$ady to board the#enemy. 

The fight was not long, but sanguinary* The vessels 
did not exchange a shot until they were wfthin a ship’s 
length of each other, and then being under the gifts of 
the castle, worked by an expert English renegade, the 
admiral’s vessel suffered so severely that “a, team of 
oxen might have crept through Jier under tj>e half* 
deck.”* She was so completely at the # mercy of Ae 
batteries that one shot albne killed seven men. The 
unite<^fire of the castle and galleon killed ten or twelve 
men in the Swiftsure and wounded a great many mofe ; 
and this fruitless expenditure of blood took place in 
view of the Spanish squadron to the •westward, and 
numerous English men of war to the eastward, who 
“ durst not put themselves in to the rescue for fear of 
the castle.” It seems ftlmost a miracle how the Swift- 
sure escaped sinking, for Monson concludes the dis* 
asft-ous narrative by observing that she “ was so beaten 
from the castle, that it was a spectacle to behold my 
ship, for she might be crept through from side to 
side.'’ t 

Being now left*almosf a wrecky alone, and exposed 24 th 
to Spanish ships whatever head-land^ he made, Monson ^ ov * 
sailed for Terceira in the hope of .better fortune. But 
when he came within forty or fifty leagues of the island, 
he was taken short with the wind, but con tiityied not- 
withstanding to bear up for the Rock. At last his pro- 
visions began to fail ; his mast waf already gone, and 
taking into consideration the dangers to which he was 
exposed an that coast, lie shaped his course for England, 
and reached Plymouth on the 24th of November. Two 
of the ships arrived before him ; but most part of* their 
companions were either dead or sick, The Adventure 
arrive!, singularly enough, within an hour after him, 
having several men killed in an encountef with the 

Monson, 188. t Ibid. 472. 
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Brasil fleet on her homeward voyage. The merchant- 
res^J had reached Bngland long before with a prize of 
spins and sugars ; and another ship belonging to the 4 
squadron had lost her captain i q an enga^menlll^ 
two Dunkirk vessels. The expedition, however un- 
fortunate in ^he various incidents that befell the ships, 
was Entirely successful in the object for which it was 
fitted out, having acted effectually as a check upon 
Spain. The disasters to which it was exposed, may be 
in some^egree accounted for by the fact that it was the 
latest fleet in jvinter that up to that time had ever kept 
the sea upon the Spanish cofist. It was also the last 
fleet employed by queen Elizabeth, for, although she 
made arrangements for future naval operations, she did 
not live to see them carried into effect. Sir William 
MonsJTn, in concluding the narrative of this voyage, 
looks back with honest pride upon his own career, ob- 
serving that in the beginning of the wars he was a 
soldier and a youth assisting af the taking of the first 
Spanish prize, and at the termination of the reign of 
Elizabeth he was the general of the last fleet that acted 
under her orders. 

The policy of keeping a constant watch upon^the 
Spaniards had already been productive of such security, 
in addition to the rich prizes taken •from time to time 
from the enemy, that her majesty resolved to fit out 
two fresh iffefets agait^t the ensuing February; title first 
to be commanded by sir Richard Lewson, and the 
second by sir William Monson. The intervening months 
of the winter were devoted to the necessary prepa- 
rations ; and the numerous complaints that were made 
of the ill-furnishing of ships m former voyages led to 
increased exertions on this occasion to prevent similar 
1603. deficiencies. In the meanwhile, her majesty fell ill, 
and the preparations lingered and slackened, although 
f they wer^never actually suspended ; but when her ma- 
jesty’s disease became serious, the ships were hatetened 
, out to sea to prevent any foreign attempt until her suc- 
cessor should be firmly established on the throve. The 
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fleet departed from Queenborough op the 22d of Marcb| 
laid on the 25th received intelligence in the Dow^s of 
*the death of her majesty which' had taken plac^tkhe 
jk W&tfore. • # f 0 o 

The proclamation of James was received at least in 
^§M»ce and the Low Countries with uneqtftvocal tokens 
of satisfaction. The English fleet hovered alonff the 
shores of France and Flanders, appearing on each coast 
pn alternate days for the purpose of intimidation ; but 
the truth is, says Monson, any incursion was^ beyond 
their abilities, whatever was in their hearts to impufn 
his migesty. The archduke Charles immediately re- 
called hjs letters of reprisal, and threw open the trade 
with Tlanders ; and the king of France neither im- 
peached the right of James, nor made any show of hos- 
tility by land or sea. 4 James gladly responded t* 1 these 
symptoms of a pacific disposition, acknowledged the 
league he had with those princes with whom his pre* 
decessorliad waged a protracted war, and, recalling the 
fleets, ordered them to repair to Chatham, giving ma- 
nifest testimonies, says Monson, how desirous he was 
that'h is subjects should recover that wealth and freedom 
by peace which they had formerly lost by war. 

The appointment of Monson as second in command 
on this occasion, *?as forced upon; him by the impor- 
tunity of the lords of the council, who reposed implicit 
confidence in him, and who secretly dislik^Lewson, a 
man of an ambitious temper. To make some amends 
to "Monson for accepting the post of vice-adqiiral, he 
was nominated to a better ship than sir Richard served 
in. “ All this,” says Monson, “ was' done out of policy* 
and few of the lords, but such as were intimate friends 
of the ki&g, knew of it ; for their intention was, if the 
queen died and king James had found any opposition* 
that my lord Thomas Howard, afterwards earl of 
Suffolk should take charge of this fleet and cowe aboard 
me, aAd I go into sir Richard's ship, and sir Richard's 
authority to cease. But, God be thanked, there was no 
cause fof this wise forecast of the lords, for his majesty 
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repaired peaceably tp London, and we returned safely 
to Chatham after we* had seen the king's entertainment 
by well-affected subjects.”* ' 

Monspn was a courtier. t His lpng experience of the 
rough usages of a sea-life had not rendered 4iim in- 
different to ttib advantages of a flattering and acquiescent 
demeanour at court. His attachment to Elizabeth was 
boundless; — but the facility was no less remarkable 
with which he transferred his devotion to her successor, 
whose pplicy, we might have supposed, being totally 
different, woujfl have provoked some strictures from 
the old admiral. • When &od called her majesty,” 
he says, “ to his mercy, it had long been looked for, 
autf desired by her foes, and feared by her friends;* some 
laugh'd, some lamented ; Spain and its adherents re- 
joicedf having ♦tasted the bitterness of eighteen years' 
war with her ; Holland fear’d, and suspected they* good 
days began to wain, because his majesty needed not to 
support factions abroad to defeftd his just and lawful 
titles. 

“ These two nations that were opposite to each othfcr, 
had their particular ends ; but the people that heartily 
and inwardly mourn’d, were the English, to see them- 
selves deprived of a sovereign so good and gracious, so 
virtuous and victorious, whose* reign* had continued so 
long, as few had before in England, which made them 
the more uftfcasy. # 

u But this trouble was soon turned into joy ; for when 
his majegty appear’d, they recover’d a new life and 
spirit, and received him with that alacrity, that they 
had soon forgot thfrir grief, and fix'd their hearts as 
faithful to serve the king, as they had willingly obeyed 
the queen. But before I end,” he* continues, “ with 
the queen’s death, I will shew you and the world, by 
comparison, the difference betwixt peace and war in the 
, queen's tilne, if she had been so happy as to enj^y it ; 
for though her actions were of great reputation io her 
and her subjects, through the success she had against 

• Monson, 472. € 
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so mighty and potent an enemy a% the king of Spain, 
vet, I must confess, the actions of *our two succeeding 
Kings (king James and king Charles) settled a firnyahd 
quiet league* and pea«e in this kingdom, that has pro- 
duced g&ater happiness and benefit, if we will lay aside 
passion and partiality.” * He then goes on to demon- 
strate the advantages of peace over war, to show %ow 
peace eased the people of needless taxes, took away all 
fear of enemies, so that every man plight fr live quietly 
under his olive-tree,” and treble^ Ihe number of shigs 
and mariners, enabling the country the letter to resist 
the fury of war if such an occasion* should arise. By 
war, ajpo, he thinks the queen greatly impeded the pjg- 
gress of colonization and the profitable employment of 
the public industry, w^ile Spain, he observes, is more 
punished by the king's peace than by th£ queen’s Tvar ; 
for, by*our peace, England is enlarged by several plan- 
tations in, America, all neighbours to Spain in their 
habitation of the West Indies, in case they become 
insolent or offer injuries/’ t The justice of these ob- 
servations cannot be impeached. Nor can the sincerity 
of the writer be doubted, for, however suddenly his 
enthusiasm in favour of the new order of things sprung 
up, it is quite clear that Ije owed the new monarch no 
personal obligation^ whatever. Under Elizabeth he had 
risen to fame and fortune ; but undervalues he received 
neither honours nor preferment, having, the con- 
trary, sufficient ground for complaining of absolute 
neglect. On one occasion he pursued a vessel* which 
had escaped twenty-four hours before he received orders 
to chase her, with such celerity add success that he 
took her within foui; miles of Calais; yet he says that 
he was no# rewarded for this action in proportion to the 
importance of the service. Indeed, it is evident, from 
many passages in his tracts, that, although he was upon 
sober cjfhviction an advocate 'for peace, he was^ndebted 
to theVvars of Elizabeth for all his professional pro- 
motion and emoluments. {< Since the deattf of queen 

• Monson, 209, f Ibid. 210. 
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Elizabeth,” he infogns us, “ who was both gracious and 
bountiful to him, he never tasted or received either re* 
compense or^referment, more than his ordinary enter* 
tain meat, according to the services he was employed in, 
for he beg^n the wars with ten shillings pet month 
pay^ then with two shillings and sixpence per day ; 
after with five shillings, with ten shillings, with fifteen 
shillings, with twenty shillings, and sixteen pages al- 
lowed him for his retinue ; after with thirty shilling* 
pgr dayj; and lastly, with forty shillings per day. He 
had served as- a soldier, a private, captain, a rear-admiral, 
a vice-admiral, a captain under the general, and, lastly, 
ap- absolute general.” * 

The appointment of sir Richard Lewson to the com- 
mand of one of the fleets fitted out just before the 
ileatli of Elizabeth was not intended to be final ; for it 
seems that Lewson was distrusted by the lords of the 
council, who knew him to be ambitious. Monson was 
reluctant to accept the appointment of vice-admiral, but 
yielded to the importunity of the lords, who reposed 
implicit confidence in him, and nominated for his use 
a better ship. 

As soon as the accession of James was made known 
in Europe, the king of Sp|in very wisely despatched 
an ambassador to Congratulate hi£ majesty upon the 
event. The reception of this ambassador at the English 
court justified the belief that proposals of peace would 
be as acceptable on the one side as on the other, and 
this disposition being thus mutually avowed, a treaty 
to that effect was speedily put into form and ratified. 

1604. On the 1st of July, lC)04i } the then lord Cecil sent for 
sir William Monson, and informed him that it was Ills 
majesty’s pleasure to appoint him to the cha.ge of the 
ships serving in the narrow seas, desiring him at the 
same time to make such provision for transporting the 
Spanish'ambassador, who Was then expected to include 
the peace, as should be consistent with the dignity and 
honour of 1 the crown. The difficulties that surrounded 

* Monson, 218. 
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this post were of no ordinary kind* for although peace 
^was about to be finally settled between England* and 
Spain, the war between Spain and Hollapd continued 
to rage as fiercely as ewer. 4Tbe admiral of the*narrow 
seas wa® now, says Monson, to think ^to walk in* 
differently and without partiality betwixt the # two 
nations, like a careful shepherd, to keep his neighbours’ 
flocks from intruding upon one another. * Monson did 
not hesitate to point out to Cecil the embarrassments of 
his position ; and, after tendering humble thanks to his 
majesty for conferring, unsought, so high* favour upon 
him, he made bold to tell his lowlship, that by his 
employment he was to enter into a labyrinth; ^r, 
though the navigation was but short and easy, yet it 
was both difficult an$ dangerous ; for he was to sail 
betwixt Scylla and Chary bdis — the on? he inigrtt call 
Hollaad, and the other Spain ; and willing to avoid the 
displease of the one, he might as well fall into enmity 
of the other. As for f Holland, he considered, that by 
the permission of the English government in past times 
they jnight challenge a prerogative, although nothing 
had been granted except by courtesy; and therefore, 
after having had the rein so long, they could not be 
curbed suddenly withoug great envy, if not danger, 
for their forces at* sea considerably exceeded his ma- 
jesty’s, who had but one ship and, pinnace to guard 
his coast. On the other side, he felt that he should 
fai^ tp satisfy the Spaniards, he must inevitably incur 
the displeasure of two princes, who had thek ambas- 
sadors resident near the king; and whose power in 
respect of their masters was abl? to crush him, if 
he should either wilfully or ignorantly commit the least 
error. r Po these observations Cecil replied by the ex- 
pression of his entire confidence in sir William ’g dis- 
cretion. “ I omit his lordship’s answer,” says Monson, 
“ les1|l should be charged ivith vain-glory,— ^a vice I 
ever uetested. I departed from my lord,” he adds, 
u with £his resolution in myself, — above atf things to 
• Monson, 217. 
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stand upon his majf sty's honor and right, to ca^ry my- 
self •like a neuter, to do justice indifferently ; v and if 
there happened any question of ambiguity, to acquaint 
my lox€ admiral and the lord Cecil, from whom I 
would be directed in all doubtful and difficult &ses.” % 

TJie sequel unfortunately proved that Monson ’s ap- 
prehensions were too well founded. He held the post 
of admiral of the narrow seas for a term of twelve 
years, but not without entailing upon him much of the 
anxiety and ill-will L&tanticipated. 

On the 1st. of August, accompanied by fifty knights 
and gentlemen of quality, he repaired to Graveline to 
receive the ambassador agreeably to his instructions. 
This grand retinue and the expenses attendant upon it 
were at his own cost, and were designed to add the more 
grace* to the service, “ If my expense in that journey,” 
he observes, " were valued, with the rest of my disburse- 
ments for the transportation of princes and ambassadors, 
for which as yet I have received no satisfaction, it is 
not the rewards or presents of ambassadors that would 
countervail the expense of their diet.” t The difficulties 
of his new office commenced the day after his arrival, 
when he was ordered by the ambassador, the constable 
of Castile, to go to Dunkirk fqr the purpose of guarding 
his provision-barks Against the Dutcff, who usually rode 
with a sqij|idron ships before that town. Monson 
acted with tiVmness and candour. He went at once on 
board the Dutch admiral, who happened to be an old 
and familiar acquaintance, having served in many actions 
with him, and told him, that, after twenty years spent 
in the wars, he had now become a watchman, with a 
bill in his hand, to see peace kept and no disorders com- 


* Monson, 219. 

f MtVuson preserves amongst his tracts a curious account of the dis- 
bursements he incurred in the transport of numerous persons of rank and 
quality dun g the term of his serviqe m the narrow seas. Wo insert this 
table at foot, chiefly as an amusing record of a very troublesomeVpart of 
his duties It was drawn up, together with the rest oi his reininitcencea. 
at a late perio l of his life, and it does not appear that he ever received 
remuneration for the expenses to which it refers. 

“ A note of such princes, ambassadors, and others, whom s.r William 
Monson transported from the 20th of July, 1604, till the 13th of January, 1616, 
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mifcted in the narrow seas ; and that as many outrages 
% and misdemeanours had been offered by die Butch 

* 7 m ' * — 

vtfth the dumber of their follower!* end their meal!, at hie own chargee, 
aboard hie majesty's ships, for which he is as yet unsarafy’d, and which 
did amount to the sura of 15001. • 
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ships against the English since th^death of tin* queen, 
he Untreated him f/om henceforward to observe more; 
discretion apd mildness, otherwise it would exasperate 
his majesty and alienate the English hearts from them, 
whose love they had sufficiently made proof 6f. The 
adujiral replied, that if the English offered to trade into 
the archduke’s Flemish pbrts, his commission was to 
impeach them. Monson advised him, if it were so, to 
perform his duty in a friendlier spirit than he had hi- 
therto shown ; which Jie promised, but, adds Monson, 
meant nothing less.* 

The pledge of <he Hollander was openly and even 
djxingly violated. The Dutch exhibited greater pruelty 
than ever in taking and burning English ships, and 
sometimes carried their hostility so far as to murder 
the brews, while at the same time they suffered their 
own countrymen to enter the Flemish harbours with 
impunity. Monson frequently represented these pro- 
ceedings to Cecil, who, howevei:, from motives of secret 
policy, was not unwilling to connive at them. He en- 
deavoured also, by all gentle and courteous means, to 
win over the admiral to a more friendly and huihane 
line of conduct, but in vain. On one occasion a Yar- 
mouth bark was surprised a Dutch ship in the road 
of Calais, and seizAl on^he ah alio V pretence that she 
was bound for Dunkirk. Monson rescued her, and 
found fifteen Dutch* mariners in her whom he might 
have executed as pirates ; but; being desirous of setting 
an example of mercy, he dismissed them, after two or 
three days' imprisonment, with a letter to the admiral, 
stating what he had done, and hoping that he would 
act with similar forbearance towards the English. But 
his generosity was unavailing. The Dutcfn admiral 
continued to mark his enmity by every injury and in- 
dignity he could commit towards the English flag, — 
refusing even to strike hfs topsails and concede other 
rights due to his majesty’s prerogative. The duemma 
thickencffevery day, and rendered Monson's duties more 
* Monson. 
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and more irksome apd invidious, jitill he was resolved 
to observe a strict neutrality as long as he could. • On 
Mhe 4th of October, a Dunkirk ship of wjr arrived in 
the Downs? where she fo^nd three or four* Dutch 
merchant vessels bound for France. Apprehending that 
she would seize the opportunity to malte reprisals, 
Monson sent for the captain, and warned him not to 
offer violence to the merchantmen, as they were under 
his protection. The captain obeyed^ and the merchants 
proceeded on their voyage unmolested. Thr#e days 
afterwards, three Dutch men of war arrive^, and Monson 
in like manner forbade thdhi to merVlle with the Dun- 
kirker. Perceiving, however, that the Dutch acqrp- 
esced %iore from fear than from any respect to his 
majesty's authority, and that the case was likely to form 
a precedent for future* proceedings, he applied tff the 
lord admiral foi instructions ; adding his own opinion 
that it ought to be referred to the captain of the Dun- 
kirker, vtffcther he would retire to the harbour of Dover 
or Sandwich, or remain in the Downs to take his fortune 
in ouse Monson should be commanded on some other 
duty, — in which case it was not improbable the Dutch 
ships would take advantage of their superiority. This 
suggestion was approved of by the lord admiral, and the 
Dunkirk captain retired tt? Sandwich. The questions 
which were likely to arise in other instances, out of this 
circumstance, appeared so pressing ^nu important, that 
Monson urged upon the government the necessity of 
declaring explicitly how far his majesty would protect 
ships that should repair to his harbours for succour. A 
proclamation was accordingly issued, prohibiting all na- 
tions from offering violence one to another within the 
compass of^ certain line drawn from headland to head- 
land, and providing that any ship, merchant or other, 
that should first arrive in any of his majesty’s harbours, 
should have two clear tides to*depart before she^hould 
be pursued by an enemy. This proclamation absolved 
Monson from a large amount of indefinite antf painful 
responsibility ; but, in order to satisfy his own feelings 

VOL. V* I 
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in the execution of ^tlie duties it enjoined, he obtained 
a ratification of these regulations in a special warrant 
addressed to himself. Thus doubly protected in the# 
perfornaance of a critical service, he entered upon his 
task with a determination to enforce the prohibition 
without respect to any nation that might become in- 
volv?d in the consequences. Nor were occasions long 
wanted for the exercise of all the energy and tact he 
could bring to his arduous and onerous employment. 

Towards the clos%of the month of April, he carried 
tffe earl of Hertford and sir Thomas Edmonds on their 
embassy to the archduke foe former in his own vessel, 
the Vanguard ; and the latter in a pinnace, called The 
Lion's AVhelp. The pinnace was a league behind the 
admiral's ship, and passing two Hutch ships, was saluted 
in tttc usual fray; but, by way of putting a disgrace 
upon her, the trumpeter “blurred with his trumpet, 
which is held a scorn at sea.” Sir Thomas Esmonds 
was so indignant at this open ksult to the na~ u,nal flag, 
that he caused a piece of ordnance to be shot off for 
the purpose of calling back the admiral. Upon Ai on- 
son’s arrival, lie acquainted him with the affront that 
had been offered to his majesty’s pinnace; when Monson 
immediately commanded the Dutch captains to attend 
him on beard, threatening to compel them if they re- 
fused. He requested lortl Hertford and the gentlemen 
of his trafft to be present at the interview, so that, if he 
carried himself otherwise than they approved of, they 
might have it in their power to control his proceedings. 
When the Dutch captains made their appearance, 
Monson demand*:?;, in the first instance, an explicit an- 
swer to one question before he entered farther into the 
business,— namely, whether they were authorised by the 
States to impeach the free passage of his majesty's 
ambassadors, or no ? and if they were, he required to 
see th#Jr commission, — promising to let them depart 
without violence, when he had transmitted a cojjy of it 
to the fcing. To this question, the captains frankly 
replied, that they had no such instructions, and intended 
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no disrespect ; upon which Monson Jbserved, that, as the 
affront did not proceed from their masters, but from them- 
% selves, he would take redress upon them, and afterwards 
acquaint the States with his # reason for doing so* Seeing 
the dilemma to which they were thus reduced, they 
earnestly protested that they no hand in the indignity, 
which they attributed solely to “ the lewdness” of^heir 
trumpeter; and, lord Hertford interfering on their 
behalf, Monson dismissed them after they had given a 
strict promise to punish the offent^r severely. 9 One of 
these very captains, who were treated so leniently up&n 
this occasion, committed \ foul myrder, shortly after- 
wards, upon some of his majesty's subjects in Ireland ; 
so slight an effect had the moderation of the English 
upon the temper of the Dutch at that period. **** 
On the J Oth of Ma/, Monson anchored* in the Dawns, 
where six Dutch ships had recently arrived, apparently 
with tfie intention of pursuing a Dunkirker that lay in 
the hartflTbr of Sandwich. Monson immediately sent 
for the Dutch captains, caused the proclamation to be 
translated into Dutch for their perusal, and informed 
them that, by virtue of his commission, he required 
them to obey his majesty's injunctions. After an angry 
discussion, they at length consented to wait two tides 
after the Dunkirkc*, on Jbndition fchat Monson should 
signify under his hand to the States, that lie compelled 
them to submit to his majesty’s proclamation. They 
were apparently satisfied with this arrangement, which 
was* Adopted at their own suggestion ; but {fie next 
morning they weighed, and sailed to the mouth of 
Sandwich harbour, when they anchored, one excepted, 
whicli lay close to the Dunkirker. The object of this 
movement^could not be mistaken ; and Monson imme- 
diately set sail, and cast anchor directly between the 
admiral and vice-admiral, so that he could comdiand 
them with both his broadsides. The captai;i*of the 
Dunkirker, finding that, if he attempted v to take the tide, 
the vessel that lay next him was prepared* to board 
him, appealed to Monson, who instantly sent for the 
i 2 
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Dutch captains, andyeproached them with their flagrant 
violation of their words, and contempt for his majesty’s 
authority. They did not affect to dissemble their pur-' 
pose; hut plainly told hira^that they had reflected upon 
the subject, and that they could not appear before their 
masters — the States — with safety, if they permitted 
the Dunkirker to escape. “ Upon their answer/* says 
Monson, " I was enraged, and told them that hitherto 
I had treated them in a friendly and courteous manner, 
and, in 4 any reasonaVle man’s conceit, had given them 
g8od satisfaction in my letter to the States ; hut seeing 
they dealt so indirectly, I put 1 them on board their ships 
again, and willed them to stand upon their selves, and 
vowed, if one shot was made at the Dunkirker, iSvould 
sink them, or they me. When they thus saw I would 
believe no longer in words, they permitted the Dunkirker 
quietly to escape, and remained them selves two tides, 
according to the proclamation.” * 

These proceedings were witnessed from tM* a&ore by 
the people, who, instead of taking part with the gallantry 
of the admiral, appear to have sympathised exclusively 
with his perfidious antagonist. “ If your lordships/’ 
says Monson, many years afterwards, in his relation of 
these occurrences to lord chancellor Elsmore and 
Bacon, then attorney general/ “ had«scen the dispositions 
and carriage of the people of Sandwich, you would 
have thought it strange that subjects durst oppose them- 
selves so openly against the state ; thousands of people 
beholding me from the shore, look’d when the L sWord 
should make an end of the difference, and publicly 
wished the success +o the Hollanders, cursing both me 
and his majesty’s ship.” This extraordinary conduct 
of the good people of Sandwich, he account^ for by the 
circumstance, that “most of the inhabitants are either 
born, bred, or descended from Holland ; their religion 
truly Ifcitch, as two of the grave ministers of Sandwich 
have complained to me, protesting they think thkt town 


Monson, p, 221. 
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kftd the country thereabouts swafms as much with 
% Sects as Amsterdam." 

From these and other circumstances, Monson strongly 
advised the government of tlfe day to strengthen the town 
and harBour of Sandwich, which, by its peaulir position, 
is capable of being rendered impregnable. He considered 
it to be “ more naturally seated for strength than any 
town in the kingdom/* while its situation on the coast, 
being only one night's sail from Flashing, exposes it to 
an easy descent from Holland, sltoBld the Dutch ever J>e 
disposed to attempt such yi experiment. • The haven of 
Sandwich presents, no doubt, very*little temptation to 
an en$my, as no ships can enter it except upon a fhod, 
and even then none of any great burthen; buU4he 
proximity of the Dow^s, which is only tvjo miles dj^tant, 
where thousands of the largest vessels might ride in 
safety ^ would afford ample refuge in such an enterprise. 

Thej^gilancc of the Dutch throughout the year lfi05 
gave unremitting occupation to the admiral of the narrow 
se^s, who felt the embarrasments of his situation increase 
upon his hands every day. He was frequently required 
to perform services which must have overwhelmed him 
with reproaches if he failed, but from the success of which 
he could derive neither h'inour nor advantage. One of 
these was upon an occasion when tfie king of Spain at- 
tempted to transport 1000 soldiers through $ihe narrow 
seas to Flanders. In this undertifking only eight ships 
wei£ employed, as that was the number to which the 
. articles of peace limited the entertainment of* Spanish 
vessels in the English harbours. Jly some means the 
Dutch obtained notice of the convoy, and intercepted it 
at sea. A sanguinary engagement ensued. Many Spa- 
niards weft; killed and taken prisoners, and the remainder 
escaped with difficulty into the Dover road, wlier# they 
were defended by the guns of the castle and jjlatform. 
Thus protected, they only waited a safe opportunity to 
pass over to Flanders by stealth; but the Qutch con- 
tinued t<j hover round the coast for seven or eight months, 
knowing that the Spaniards durst not encounter a second 
* 1 3 
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battle. The king, al a neutral power* interceded in their 
behalf, and sent sir Vevil Charoon over to Holland to, 
solicit a free passage for the beleaguered ships ; but the 
States stood out upon a poftit of honour, and refused to 
comply, r 

Finding all open means of rescuing the Spaniards of 
no avail, Monson was consulted by lord Salisbury as to 
the possibility of putting them across the seas without 
using his majesty's authority or force, or risking an en- 
counter frith the Du&b. Sir William replied, that it was 
a service of great importance* — and the greater, because 
the honour of two tings was engaged in it ; but that," if 
his* lordship would undertake to insure the fulfilment of 
tlx: directions he should lay down, he had no doubt it 
coukl be acconydished. < 

At this time there were two Spanish ambassadors in 
London, — the one having just arrived to supersule the 
other. To these gentlemen the gecret plan sug^stedjby 
Monson w r as confided, and they required some time to 
deliberate and communicate with their own court before 
they would venture to decide upon its adoption. Light 
or nine w f eeks elapsed before they received an answer 
from Spain. The proposition was fully approved of; 
and Salisbury, apprising Monson of the result, desired 
him to perform what he had undertaken with care, as it 
was a service of Extraordinary consequence. Monson 
does not inform us 1$ what ingenious device he effected 
this hazardous proceeding, but he completely succeeded 
in convening the Spaniards safely to their destination. 
“ The secresy and .policy/' he says, i{ that was used to 
contrive this stratagem, with the several passages that 
happened, is too tedious to set down ; only I will say, 
that in spite of the fleet of Holland, that usdally rid in 
the mouth of Dover pier, in the road of Graveline and 
Dunkirk to impeach the Spaniards* passage, yet they 
arrived safe in Dunkirk the same night designed for 
them by fir William Monson to be expected, without 
the help of his majesty's ships, or other assistance of his 



THE SOVEREIGNTY OF ^HE FLAG. 119 

authority,” * The Dutch never foifeave Monson. They 
regarded the whole affair as an affront, exposing»them 
to contempt and ridicule ; and, suspecting Monson to be 
the author # of the strq/agem* they left no arts untried to 
obtain fcis removal from the narrow seas. This single 
act procured him, for the rest of his life, the active 
hatred of the Dutch nation, and their friends and Emis- 
saries in England. 

While the Spaniards were lying at Dover, the ani- 
mosity of the Hollanders nearly iked to hostilities with 
the British admiral. Returning from Calais on the*lst 
of July, with the emperor’s ambassador, Monson dis- 
covered an increase of six Dutch ships — one of them with 
an admiral on board — more than he had left there three 
days before. As he approached, the Dutch admiral £TFftck 
his flag thrice, and advanced it again. 'Suspecting that 
his arrival at that moment was designed to diminish, in 
the presence of the ambassador, the estimation in which 
his majesty's prerogative of the narrow seas was held, 
Monson hastened to put the ambassador ashore ; and then 
s£nt a gentleman to entreat the admiral to dinner the 
next day, which he willingly promised. This gentle- 
man, however, had other business to transact with the 
admiral besides the delivery of the invitation. Having 
discharged the ccAirtcsy with which he was intrusted, 
he required the admiral to*take ii^liis fla" as a duty 
due to his majesty’s ships. Tljg admiral replied, that 
he had struck it thrice, which he thought was a sufficient 
acknowledgment, and which was as much as former ad- 
mirals of the narrow seas had exacted. To this the 
gentleman responded, that he had Expected such an an- 
swer, and was prepared to meet it. He told him that 
the times were altered ; for when the mere ceremony of 
striking the flag was accounted sufficient, England and 
Holland were at war with Spain, which induced his 
majesty to tolerate many things, — such, for Instance, as 
the admiral's wearing his flag in the. Cadiz and Island* 


* Monson, p. 218. 
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expeditions, when tl\p lord high admiral of England and 
ford £ssex went as generals* — a courtesy which could 
not be challenged by right, but simply by permission ; 
but noMJ that the wars wfre etyted* his foajesty de- 
jesty demanded the full recognition of such rights and 
duties as befonged to his predecessors. The admiral 
denial the cogency of this reasoning, and refused to com- 
ply with the demand, observing, that he expected more 
indulgence from sir William Monson than from other 
admirals^ in consequence of their long acquaintance. 
The gentleman replied, that all obligations of private 
friendship must be laid aside r when the honour of one’s 
king and country is at stake; and advising him^in a 
friendly manner to accede to the request, he told him 
that;‘if he did not, it was sir William Mon son’s inten- 
tion weigh Hnchor, and decide the question by the 
force of their ships ; for that rather than suffer lv,s flag 
to he worn in view of so many nations, he had resolved 
to bury himself in the sea. Thit> final warning appears 
to have had the desired effect ; for the Dutch admiral, 
after some further reflection, took in his flag, and stood 
out to sea, firing a gun for the rest of the fleet to follow 
him. “ And thus,” says Monson, “ I lost my guest 
the next day at dinner, as he had promised.” * 

Relating this circumstance afterwords to a Spanish 
general, who, in the time of queen Elizabeth, had been 
employed dfifidor the ambassador Mendoza, the Spaniard 
observed, that if the Dutch had worn their flag* Jaimes 
must have been greatly altered in England since liis 
old master Philip 11- was shot at by the lord admiral of 
England for wearing his flag in the narrow seas, when he 
came to marry queen Mary. Monson, however, assured 
him that this was a mistake ; for neither Holland nor 
any other nation had ever contended the prerogative of 
the ndrrow seas ; and that the accident to which he 
alluded mose from the erron of a boy, who mistook his 
orders, and after taking in the flag, put it out again, 
v 
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although he was instructed to take it in altogether ; Ton 
^ which mistake the admiral offered* a sufficient apology. 
" Thus I excused their insolency,” adds IVtonson, “lest 
it should Be divulged his majesty's prerogative had 
been questioned by the Hollanders. Had # I yielded to 
a bare striking their flag, as other admirals had done, 
his majesty had not reconciled his right again without 
bloodshed/’ Yet there is no doubt that the Dutch did 
attempt to hold the sovereignty of* the narrow seas at 
nought ; and only a few years subsequently, an aEnglish 
nobleman, speaking of th^ transaction, applauded the 
maintenance of his majesty’s rights,*which, he said, the 
Hollanders went about to infringe. 

This question of prerogative was necessarily mg&d 
with peculiar force upon Monson’s attention while he 
held the command of the narrow seas ; and he %ok 
considerable pains in his writings to prove that the pri- 
vilege is authenticated by antiquity and immemorial 
usage, aruf that it nevdV was impugned except by the 
Dutch. It seems that they were not satisfied with 
flippant insults, calumnies, and malicious practices, but 
that they even disseminated factious pamphlets in de- 
fence the open liberty of the waters. The king bore 
their nolencc for many y^ars with exemplary patience, 
to whiaL however, fie was moved raflier by, his doubts of 
the policV>f embroiling himself in a vsjjr in thythen state 
of Euroq\ than by any disinclination to take revenge 
upon themVvhich his navy would have enabled him to 
have done with signal success at any time. "Besides, 
says Monson, “his majesty graciously imputed the 
Hollanders’ carriage to the rude, rustical, and unmannerly 
behaviour of some of their captains, who were never 
taught mobility, civility, humanity, or honesty ; where- 
fore his majesty held it fitter, in this case, that jtheiT 
masters — the States — should know their errors by a 
sharp apprehension, declared ’by his majesty s ftsident 
there abiding, than by any way at present to chastise 
them.”* * 
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The States were mot unwilling to afford redress in 
cases of actual aggression, although, from the frequency, 
of the insulta offered by the Dutch captains, it is evident 
they secretly connived at *the o fences they affected to 
condemn, ^n one instance, the captain of a^Dunkirk 
shi& arriving at Portsmouth, and finding his vessel out 
of repair, sold her, sending back the tackle, ordnance, 
and rigging on board an English bark. But, in conse- 
quence of contrary winds, the bark was compelled to 
H*it int6 the Downs time when none of his majesty's 
ships happened to be riding there. A Dutch vessel, 
apprised of the cifcumstance, seized this bark in vio- 
lation of the law of nations, and carried he* into 
liaVand. A statement of the facts was immediately 
forwarded to jthe king, who insisted upon and speedily 
obtained restitution of both ship and goods. The States 
pretended to censure the conduct of the captam ,* but 
the same line of petty insults continued to fre pursued 
nevertheless. * 

The next prominent event of the year was still more 
serious in its results, so far as Mon son was personally 
concerned, than any of the preceding incidents. On 
the 1st of September, he received a warrant to transport 
Don John de Taxes, the Spavish ambassador, and all his 
train to Flanders. 4> Lord Arundel? who was appointed 
fo the service of *he archduke, and who ought properly 
to have accompanied the ambassador, was prohibited 
from going over in the same vessel, because the, IJutch 
affirmed that it would afford the world an excuse for sup- 
posing that England was in league with their enemies. 
The ambassador, however, obtained a promise that lord 
Arundel should have a free and safe passage within ten 
days ; but his lordship was determined Uf' evade the 
injunction, and kept out of the way, in order that he 
might ^ot receive a command to stay his voyage. Sir 
William Monson, suspecting his intentions, issued strict 
orders to^all ships and barks, on their peril, not to receive 
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him on board. Intelligence of thii proceeding had no 
% sooner reached his lordship, than it determined him to 
carry his wijd project into execution. Having succeeded 
in corrupting a captfirin of % king's ship, he disguised 
himself on the passage, and reached Graveline before the 
ambassador. Monson was so astonished and'disconqgrted 
at finding him there on his arrival, that he expostulated 
with him somewhat bitterly on his conduct, which the 
ambassador earnestly disavowed*, blaming his lordship’s 
indiscretion with equal severity, ^rteing not urJlikely^o 
involve all parties concerned in disagreeable consequences. 
Lord Arundel, who could offer no justification for so rash 
a frcafc, was resolved nevertheless to revenge himself upon 
Monson for having drawn upon him the censure ofctbe 
ambassador. , # 

A little before supper, on the same night, news was 
brought to the ambassador that the Dutch had seized 
upon 1^ provision shiys as they were entering Dun- 
kirk. Lord Arundel took advantage of this circum- 
stsyice to persuade the ambassador that Monson had 
betrayed them. At supper, Monson perceived a strange- 
ness in the manner of Don John ; and having pre- 
viously had an intimation of lord Arundel’s perfidy, he 
speedily resolved imon ihe course he should adopt. 
Taking liis leave mr the night, h? 1 requested the go- 
vernor of Graveline to furnish hiir^with hojses ; aflfl, 
posting for Dunkiik, he arrived there as the gates were 
opon^d the next morning. He found the barks, exactly 
as they had been reported, in the possession of the Dutch, 
and instantly wrote to the admiral demanding their re- 
lease ; reminding him, at the same time, that in in- 
tercepting the ambassador's provisions he had exceeded 
his commfssion, — the States having issued an order for 
their passage, — and requiring not only that the*ships 
should be immediately discharged, but that lie should 
give a satisfactory answer to the contempt. The ad- 
miral replied to the effect that it was trtie the # States had 
issued sych an order for the free passage of the provision 
ships, but that his commission authorised him to inter- 
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cept any merchandize that should be transported undek* 
colodr of the ambassadors furniture ; that in one of the t 
barks he had found a fardel of bays, and that, there- 
fore, the seizure was justifiable. » 

All this w&s perfectly true. Previously to* the am- 
bassador’s departure from Sandwich, just as his horses 
were shipped and the bark was ready to leave the 
harbour, an informer went on board and seized a fardel 
of bays, about the vdue> of 10/, or 12/., which belonged 
to one of the ambasfc»ior’s servants. This proceeding 
was regarded «by Don Johq, as a personal affront, it 
being obvious that the intention was to cast an indignity 
upon him ; and he declared he would not leave the 
Cftupjry until he was righted by his majesty’s own 
order. Monson took an active part in obtaining satis- 
faction ; and by threatening the informer to omplain to 
the lords, and urging upon him the resentment *of his 
majesty at such an insult offered to an ambq^dor, he 
prevailed upon him to restore the fardel ; but the in- 
former, mortified at his disapointrnent, secretly wrote 
to the farmers of the customs to let them know chat 
Monson countenanced and carried over uncustomed 
goods concealed in the ambassador’s provisions. Private 
information was also given t<ji the Dutch fleet, then in 
the Downs, of wh&t had taken place, and the Hol- 
lA^ders accordingly, arrested the vessels on their arrival 
in Dunkirk. « 

Being in possession of these facts, and aware of ,the 
right of the Dutch admiral to detain the goods, Monson 
wrote to him, acknowledging that he was justified in 
what he had done by the strict letter of his commission, 
but adding that, as the value was so small, and es- 
pecially as it had already been questioned* at Sand- 
wich* bo would feel himself personally obliged if the 
admiral would either restore the seizure or keep it in 
his hanlls for fourteen days. To the latter request he 
consented : and Monson, after having given assurance 
to the ambassador that he would procure the release of 
the barks, returned to England and laid a statement of 
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the whole affair before the lord treasurer Dorset, in- 
^ forming him fully of the conduct *of lord Arundel 1 and 
1 of the complaint made to the farmers of # the customs. 
The lord treasurer a^ted promptly upon thestf repre- 
sentatidh*. The informer was imprisoned in the gate- 
house, and released only at the special suit -of Monson ; 
the captain who conveyed lord Arundel was displiced, 
and kept for a long time in prison ; and the fardel 
was restored to the governor pf Dunkirk by a letter 
from sir Nevil Charoon. * 9 

Upon all such occasions. Monson acte<| with so muSh 
energy and discretion that he incurred fresh hatred at 
the hands of the Dutch ; which the renegades of Sand- 
wich laboured incessantly to foment into an open rug- 
ture. Wherever Monson fell in with any of the^tiips 
of Holland, some insult was almost cerain to bt^ast 
upon Jiim; but especially if there happened to be a 
Spanish minister on board. “ 1 observed/* he says, 
“ at aft t?mes that I was to transport a Spanish am- 
bassador, the Hollanders laboured to show some point 
of® insolency ; as I remember at the return of the 
marquis' of St. Germain's, I met a Dutch fleet in the 
midst of the Channel, convoyed by a man of war, who 
would not take in his flag, till I was forced to use 
violence. I could entertain your lordships with a vo- 
lume of these discourses ; but what I have said^te 
sufficient to show the arrogant an^ unmannerfy carriage 
of the Hollanders, who ambitiously desire to encroach 
updn*his majesty’s jurisdiction. Had 1 connived at 
them, I had purchased less hate of them and their well- 
wishers." f 

The Hollanders were not the only people, however, 
who invaded the privileges of the English coast ; for 
we find that, about this time, the towns of Itye and 
Hastings complained bitterly of the conduct ot* the 
French, who almost ruined them by encroaching on 
their fishing, in violation of the articles of agreement 
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between the two countries. Sir William Monson was 
employed to redress c this great grievance, in which he 
completely succeeded, but not without being compelled ( 
* to resold to fSrce which cos| the lives of several French- 
men. * This service occupied him throughout Jkiterv&la 
for two yea$s. He appears to have been deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of protecting and encou»- 
raging the fisheries, and dedicates one of his books 
expressly to the subject ; pointing out in detail the 
manner 4 in which tlyv llutch carried on their fisheries 
w<th so much prosperity, and showing how “ a fishery 
could be set up on 4 the coast 'of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, with the benefit that would accrue by it to all 
his majesty’s three kingdoms." In the course d£‘ this 
elhbSrate treatise, he avows the interest he had always 
take*, in the irtquiry. <f I confers this fishing," he ob- 
serves, “ is a business I have taken into consideration. 
My lord of Northampton, if he were now living, was 
able to witness liow much it was* solicited and Retired by 
me, and no less wished and desired by his lordship. I 
caused one Tobias (Jendemau, a mariner by profession, 
but indeed a man of better parts than ordinary seamen, 
and much practised in their northern fishing, to dedicate 
a book to his lordship, which gave particular notice of 
the Hollanders’ proceedings In they* pinks and busses, 
what we shall do in t^e imitation of them." * The 
adventurous spirit of the age was averse to an employ- 
ment so tranquil and so near home as the coast fisheries ; 
besides that it was genet ally believed that we couidtiot 
compete with the Dutch in a branch of industry in 
which they had hitherto excelled all other nations. Sir 
William combated both fallacies, and maintained that 
the cultivation of the fisheries was more likely^to advance 
the general prosperity of the country, than the colonial 
enter prises in which so much capital and energy were 
ernbarksd ; while he proved the practicability of success- 
fully rivalling Holland in her great staple of fish. “ My 
c 
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meaning is/* he says inliis “ Book of Finery/* addressed 
to the king, “ Hot to leave our fnujful soil untilled* our 
^seas unfrequented, our islands unpeopled, or ttr seek 
remote and* strange countries disinh&bited* and, uncivil 4 
Indians^ tamed, where nothing appears to us bufeearth, 
wood, and water at our first arrival ; for other hope 
must depend on our labours and costly expenses, o£ the 
adventures of the sea, on the honesty of undertakers: 
and all these at last produce nothing but tobacco — a new- 
invented useless weed, as too much^ise and custom make 
it apparent. In what 1 propound/ I will not direct you 
to the eloquence of books *%o persuade, tS the inventing 
wits to entice, to the affecting traveller to encourage, nor 
tp aiij man that with fair words may abuse you; you 
shall know' as much as 1 can say, in casting a liiTP aiM 
hook into the sea. His majesty doth instfcntly chalknge 
his own ; and by example of one line and net, you may 
conjecture by multiplication the profit that will arise 
from the *orfc. You sh^U be made to know, that though 
you be born in an island seated in the ocean, frequented 
by«in visible fish, swimming from one shore to the other, 
yet your experience lias not taught you the benefits and 
blessings arising from that fish. I doubt not but to give 
you that light therein, that you shall confess yourselves 
blinded, and be wiping ti/blow frtyn yon the foul inist 
that has been an impediment to your sight; you 
be awakened from your drowsy sleefi, and rJlise your- 
selves to follow this best business that ever was pre- 
sented to England, or king thereof, — nay, 1 will be bold 
to say, to any state in the world. I will not except the 
discovery of the West Indies by Columbus ; an act of 
greatest renown, of greatest profit, and that has been of 
greatest consequence to the Spanish nation.** * 

The obvious advantages derived by the Dutch from 
their fisheries is referred to by Monson as afiortflhg an 
unanswerable proof of the necessity which themjexisted, 
and which must at all times exist, of legislating vigilantly 
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for the encouragement and security *f 
ennrti. " The Hollanders/' he says, ** by 
travels, their excessive pains, their ingenious 
their incomparable industry and, provident? cafej* * 
exceeded all other nations in their adventures 
merce, and made all the world familiar with tfcepJ <JF 
trafCfek ; whereby we may justly attribute to them*/m4ft$* 
the Chinese assumed to themselves, — That oidj^^thcjsliate * 
two eyes, the European^ but one, and all the rest of &e * 
world npne. How fc^i this better appear Ilian ou$ df 
tlfeir labours and our fish only ? " * 1 5 

is The practice of tfie DutchSvas to vend their fish in 
all the European markets, and bring hack in exchange 
the productions of the different countries ; so thaf their 
^slups were continually going and bringing inestimable 
profit, like a leaver’s shuttle, he^casts from one end to 
another, ever in action, till liis gain appear in the cloth 
he makes.” It appears also, that, taking advantage of 
the indolence of the English, th*y used to conib iVto our 
waters, and take the fish wc neglected. ° There are 
three fishes of little note," says sir William, “ and ftot 
regarded by us, which they make pain of themselves : — 
the first is lobsters, the greatest part whereof that serves 
London, at the time of year, they bring from the furthest 
northern part of England, wftich ia never practised by 
liis English. The second is, the great quantity of oysters 
yearly transported by L them into Holland, which rauseth 
the decrease and dearness of oysters among us. The 
third is lampreys, out of the river of Thames, lfcjftch 
they use for bait for cod in the north sew } and this is 
the cause of the scarcity and dearness of this fish in 
Londfcn." All classes of pers^np in Holland were more 
or less engaged in this profitable business ; ar\d Monson 
says, that it was owing to the strength and fame they 
gainedf by land and sea through their fishing, that they 
were eifwbled to maintain the war against so potent an 
enemy as the king of Spain. , 

i 
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Butch vessels were kept in constant 
by%e fisheries, and &ch was the vastfex^. 
tent of the trade, that “ if the food of ftyh were pro- 
hibited;” says Monson % “ by jdl sorts of Christiafts, and 
tibAwed, it would lessen the number ^>f shipping 
tltree p$rts in five.” The transfer of a great portion of 
theft J|dropean traffic to the fisheries of England meltely 
re$uii$d*«lccour from the government and the infusion 
of ^itql in the commencement.# Tlje materials used by 
the Dutch were to be had cheapen England ^han in 
Holland, and all other expenses would ljpve been con- 
siderably less*, so that nothifig was wanted but resolution I 
and perseverance to convert the coasts into a permanent 
source %f national profit. Several acts of parliamentjyere 
passed with a view to the encouragement of the fisheries; 
one of the most important of which was in act for $!P- 
forcing the rigid observance of Lent. By this act, butchers 
were prohibited from killing meat in Lent except for the 
use of the iTavy, and peace officers were authorised to 
enter all houses of entertainment in the county, and seize 
all Meat they should find there in the forbidden season. 
Monson highly approved of this measure, and desired in 
addition that a prohibition should be issued, such as 
there was in Holland, to prevent all persons, except the 
subjects of his majesty, from bringing fish into the 
kingdom. He also suggested that theyrural pogulatioR^ 
might be compelled* to become regular consumers of fish 
in exchange for the productions of the soil. “ Neither,” 
says llej “ will it seem a thing unreasonable to injoin 
every yeoman and farmer within the kingdom to take a 
barrel of fish for their <pm spending, considering they 
save the value thereof in Other victuals ; and that if is 
no more thag the fishermen will do to them, to take ofi‘ 

* Jn a buss of fifteen or sixteen men, the meanest amongst LtaaftUo)- 
landers has twenty shillings a month ; and we will ease the charge of wages 
eight in sixteen in our fishing about the Lewes, vix„ we will c but 
eight men to the place of fishing, where we will hire eight more for le.“S 
than half the wages we give the rest ; and herein shall we save forty-eight 
pounds a-year in every buss, by means whereof we shall go cheaper than 
the Hollanders nine thousand six hundred pounds in our twtr hundred 
, busses. And jnoreover in the wages and victuals of the men, we shall 
f save so much os will come to sixteen hundred pounds."-. Monson, p 4£2. 
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their wheat, malt, butter, and cneese, for their food at 
sea.* The farmer hjr this means shall hever he unpro- 
vided of fish* to observe the days commanded by hia^ 
majesty, without sending to the market, as otherwise 
they would f be compelled to do.^ The poliqpof s^ch 
compulsorycenactments is at all times very doubtful ; 
andFany attempt to enforce them upon religious grounds 
in the reign of dames would probably have been attended 
with fatal results. ;l * , 

One 4 of the temjc^tions presented 'by the occupation 
d? fishing, is the safety with which it may be pursued, 
in comparison wifih all other services at sea. “ The 
only thing that is required in it,” says Monson, “ is 
labour and pains ; for danger is little to be regarded, 
considering it is not far from home we are to seek our 
pttmt, nor our harbours so few, but they may be en- 
tered for our safeties both day and night, by erecting 
lights.” The greatest danger to which the fishermen 
were exposed, was interruption; by pirates, -*• a «£he very 
scum of a commonwealth, and people to be abhorred 
by all honest and industrious men.” At that time -they 
infested the coasts so thickly, and committed such ex- 
tensive depredations, that it became necessary at last to 
adopt systematic measures for their suppression. The 
most heartless pact of the’lr conduct appears to have 
the injuries they inflicted upon the poor fisher- 
men. r 

“ It is usual,” says Monson, “ when these miscreants 
fail of relief of victuals, ami are made desperate by want 
of it, to place all their hope of food upon the poor pain- 
ful fishermen, who, we may truly say, get their living 
with more hazard, with more pains, with more cold and 
watching, than any other trade or people ^whatsoever ; 
their labour produces nothing that is ill, but the best 
help for man, which is food to live on. 

4 •'•Husband men and fishermen are the upholders of 
commonwealths ; all other people live by their labours. 
They &e stewards to provide sustenance to feed on ; 
and yet, comparing them together, there is great differ- 
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ence iti their lives and* pains: the husbandman's work 
^is without danger or hazard ; if if»be wet, he has pre- 
sent help of fire to dry him ; he is allowed a bed in- 
stead of the f other’s bo^rd to Jie on ; his diet is tfertain, 
and in Unquiet manner, when the others s$e tossed to 
and fro without a steadfast standing ; if the*one be cold 
he may recover himself with exercise and work : if^e 
other be cold, he is made colder, his labour being in 
cold water: the one keeps his nertain hour for sleep; 
the other has no certain time to jfctft, but must# attend 
his danger, which he is never free fror$; every hou# 
he must be ready to look out for has shoal of fish, to 
watch his opportunity of weather and tide to take them : 
the one has pleasure on holidays, and is free frojj^ la- # 
hour ; all days are alike to the other, and the Sundays 
can give no more content or comfort, than the rest’ oT 
the weejc. 

u What heart can he so hardened, or pirate so piti- 
less, as ft dfsturb those harmless and innocent creatures, 
that make pain their pleasure, and their labour their 
contftry’s plenty, procuring good for it by their own 
toils.” * * 

The alarms occasioned by the pirates on the Scottish 
coast rose at length to such ajieight, that his majesty was 
earnestly importuned furnish soras ships for the im- 
mediate protection of that part of the Jgingdom^and 
WilliamMonson and sir Francis Ho wd were despatched 
in such haste that the provision for their vessels was sent 
after {hem. They left Margate on the 1 4th of May, 1 614, i cm. 
and arrived at Leith on the 23d. Sir William Monson 
immediately went to Edinburgh, and presenting himself 
to the lords of that realm, desired to be put in possession 
of the requisite information respecting the number and 
haunts of the pirates, and to be provided with able pilots, 
as the ships he commanded were of greater bulk than were 
usually employed on those coasts, the navigation of vfllich 
was for the most part unknown to the English. Their 
lordships recommended tl^p discharge of these dlmands 
* * Monson, p.497. 
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. to the Trinity-house at Leith ; and pilots being accord- 
ingly provided, thervessels sailed without loss of tittle / 
for the Orkney islands. 

Thdy reached Sinclair CJastle op the 1st oft June,— the 
residence of, the earl of Caithness, and the uiRfbst pro- 
montory of* Great Britain. Here they found that the 
acdSunts of the pirates had been strangely magnified ; 
from twenty in number they dwindled down to two; and 
both of these were pnei\of base condition — one of them 
having fbeen but a &prt time before boatswain's mate to 
4!r William iq the narrow seas, and the other a common 
sailor. Nor could the latter he fairly considered a pirate^ 
for he had no sooner discovered the real nature of their 
lawless courses than he abandoned them, and placed him- 
self in the hands of the earl of Caithness, where Monson 
iMhd him and his bark, and brought both away. Clarke, 
the boatswain's mate, had been ashore the day before, 
receiving friendly entertainment from the ear£ whose 
house and tenants were so exposed to his AepazdatioHs 
that his lordship thought it prudent to maintain pacific 
relations with him; but hearing that sir William* was 
approaching, he left the coast and fled into the island, 
where he recruited himself by levying spoils on the poor 
fishermen. Sir William Monson, finding it useless to 
remain at Caithness, passed* on to<he island of Orkney, 
he left si^Francis? Howard in guard of the coast, 
proceeding himself jin pursuit of Clarke. After some 
time spent at sea, exploring every place where there was 
a probabilityof finding the pirate, he put into the island of 
Shetland, and w*nt from thence to the Hebrides, whose 
inhabitants he describes as being more brutal and unci- 
vilised than the savages of America. Disappointed in 
the object of his search, he changed his course, and sailed 
for Broad Haven in Ireland, a harbour much frequented 
by pirates in consequence of its security and remoteness, 
few^teople being acquainted with it, and the pirates be- 
ing particularly drawn there by a resident gentleman, 

“ who spared not his own daughters to bid them wel- 
come." The danger he incurred in this expedition was 
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very great. f Before he came in gght of the coast of" 

^ Ireland, he met with so furious a storm and ground sea ) 
"that it wye fit only for a poet to descrilfe,” Of the 
four yeasts he had in ^comp&iy, one was swallowed up 
in the ocean, and the other three were dfgpersed, and 
never, saw each other again until they met in England. 

On the 28th of June, he arrived at Broad Haven, 
“the well-head of all pirates.” /the only person in his 
ship, who was acquainted with the place, was tjje pirate 
he had taken from the earl of Caithness, and he made* 
profitable use of this man 1 in the execution of the in- 
genious stratagem he resorted to on this occasion. As 
soon OS he came to an anchor, he made choice of such 
persons of his company as had formerly been J5T?ate£ 
and sent them to “ the gentleman of the^place” witls^K 
ready-made story well calculated to impose upon that 
worth}* individual. The man who was chiefly trusted 
with tlys vervice, described Monsoii as a pirate, under 
the name of captain Man waring, spoke boastfully of the 
wealth he had on board, and extolled his royal disposi- 
tion and the liberality he extended to those who showed 
him courtesy. To give a greater appearance of truth to 
all this, the craf ty messenger used the names of several 
pirates of his acquaintance? and feigned messages to the 
women from their sweethearts, making them believe 
he had tokens from them on board. f he hope W wealth 
and reward set the hearts of the whole family on fire ; 
and<he women were so overjoyed by the love tales and 
presents, that no suspicion of deceit entered into their 
minds. 

Mr. Cormat, the gentleman of the place, acted warily, 
notwithstanding, and, absenting himself from the house, 
left his wife and “hackney daughters" to entertain the 
new guests till he 6a w the coast clear ; then rttOVning 
home, he proffered his services to captain Mah'WWfipjg - " 
recounting the favours he had bestowed upon sundry 
pirates, at imminent peril to himself, and voVmteering 
to send t,wo gentlemen off trust on board the next mom- 
ing by way of assurance of his sincerity. In the mean 
k 3 
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' while he advised them to send some of their men on 
shore, armed, that it might appear their cattle was taken ( 
by viofeuce f and he would appoint a placjp where his 
own cattle should be fot/nd wfch their ears jplit, to 
distinguish j!hem from other beasts. Thus far the plot 
wafpcarried on with complete success, and the messengers 
returned to the vessel at night. The next morning, at 
dawn of day, the comedy began. Captain Chester went 
on shore with fifty toned men in a disorderly manner, 
like pirates ; the cattle were killed ; and the captain, in 
a secret manner, invited to Cormat's house, — coming, 
however, publicly, to make it appear that he came with* 
out invitation. He received a riotous welcome** espe- 
cially 1 from the daughters, who were impatient to obtain 
kWtokens from their sweethearts, and to Bee captain 
Manwaring, who, it was expected, would enrich them all. 

Cormat strictly fulfilled all his undertakings/ The 
two ambassadors went on boar^ agreeably to*his ( under, 
taking, and delivered a friendly message to sir ATilliam, 
who now began to think that the play v r as sufficiently 
advanced fur a discovery. When they had delivered 
their message, sir William desired them to observe every 
thing around them carefully, and to tell him whether 
they thought that ship and ^omp^iy were pirates ? It 
•**^gs^idle to dis,i, noble any longer, (Specially as these 
men cotlfft not, if*they would, betray sir William's de- 
sign. He aecordingfy reproached them for their trans- 
gressions, told them to prepare for death, and ordered 
them to be put into iions, taking care that neither boat 
nor man should be allowed to go on shore until he was 
ready to land. 

The time now approached for sir William to visit the 
gentleman’s house, and four or five hundred people 
collected to attend him from the sea-side. He affected 
^biwity'df such a multitude, and to entertain some 
fear of treachery ; at which they redoubled their pro* 
testa?ions«,of friendship, confirmed by all manner of 
oaths and vows, and three of the principal me$ ran up 
to their arm-pits in water, striving who should have the 
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honour of carrying captain Manwaring on shore. One' 

S of these was an Englishman, ancf formerly a London 
tradesman ; another was a schoolmaster ; and the third 
a GaHo^ay*merchant,#whosi|chief business was trade 
with the pirates. These three men conduoted sir Wil- 
liam to Cormat’s house amidst general rejoicings, and 
every body strained forward to obtain a sight outlie 
munificent captain Manwaring/ (i Happy was he/* 
says Monson, i( to whom he woftld Jend his ear. Falling 
into discourse, one told him thcy*vnew his friends, aijd 
though his name had not discovered it, ^ret his face did 
shew him to be a Manwaring, Jft short, they made 
him l^lieve he might command them and their country, 
and that no man ever was so welcome as captaiaJVIaiv 
waring.*' , 

When he reached Cormat’s house, the three et hack- 
ney daughters ’ 1 conducted him to the hail, strewn with 
rushes for # the occasion, where ;? harper, seated in a 
comer," played merrily l&r the guests. Endless inquiries # 
were made for the far distant lovers ; the two unlucky 
ambassadors, who were supposed to be carousing in the 
ship, were made the subject of many broad jokes, and 
the women offered to dance, one of them selecting sir 
William, — an honour, hoover, which he declined, while 
he gave permission \o the rest of dhe company to join^ 
in the festivity. In the hdght ot*'hese 
enjoyments, the Englishman was^articularly pleasant. 
He Repined as if new life had been infused into him ; 
showed sir William a pass he had procured on false 
pretences from the sheriff, ruthorising him to travel 
from Clare to make inquisition of goods, which he af- 
fected to have lost at sea ; laughed heh 'tily at the sheriff 
for being rtiade the dupe of such a story, and explained 
to sir William the advantage that might he majJfUlf the 
pass in sending to and fro in the country witfpau^ug^, 
picion. His antick behaviour/’ says sir William, 

" was enough to put the melancholiest man in good 
humour^ sometimes he played the part of a command- 
ing sheriff ; then he acted his own, with many witty 
* k 4 
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passages how he deceived the sheriff.” The exuberance 
of his devotion to 'captain ManWaring so completely ^ 
mastered allrconsiderations of danger, that he proffered 
him the service of ten mariners who lay lulking in the 
neighbourhood, expecting the arrival of ra?n-of-war, 
and who wCre entirely at his command. Sir William* 
of €Jmrse f embraced the offer, with a promise of reward, 
and caused the mercurial Englishman to redeem kia 
undertaking at once> writing for the men, which he 
did as fallows : — “honest brother Dick, and the rest, 
we are all made men ; for yaliant captain Manwaring 
and all his gallant trew are arrived in this place. Make 
haste ; for he flourisheth in wealth, and is mostf kind 
alLmen. Farewel ; and once again make haste.” 

Sir Willian^ took charge of th^s letter, with the pass 
IficTosed in it, and would doubtless have availed himself 
of it to capture the runaways, but night drawing in it 
was necessary to bring the play to a condition. De- 
siring the harp to cease playing, he commanded silence, 
and proceeded to address his motley and astonished pu- 
dience. He told them that, hitherto, they had played 
their part, and he had no share in the comedy ; but 
though his was last, and might be termed the epilogue, 
yet it would prove more tragical than theirs. lie un- 
deceived them as td*his being a pirltc, but that, on the 
he was % scourgi* to all such, and was sent by 
his majesty to disco#*/, suppress, and punish them and 
their abettors, whom his majesty did not think lyojthy 
the name of subjects. He informed them that he had 
received information of Cormat's practices, and that be 
could devise no better expedient to confirm the truth of 
it than by assuming the habit of a pirate ; that they had 
made themselves guilty in the eyes of the l&w without 
farthj&jgecusations ; and that there now remained nothing 
bjit to proceed to their executions, by virtue of his com- 
imssvon ; ior which purpose he had brought a gallows 
ready framed, which he caused to be set up, intending 
to begin v the mournful dance with the two men they 
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thought had been merry-making aboard the shfp. t As 
‘ to the Englishman, he should com4 next, because, being 
an Englishman, his offence did surpass the reqt. He 
told th% scrfoolm aster he waaa fit tutor for the children 
of the devil, and that as members are governed by the 
head, the way to make his members sound wfts to shorten 
him by the head, and therefore willed him to admonish 
his scholars from the top of the pillows, which should be 
a pulpit prepared for him. He contemned the merchant 
as a receiver of stolen goods, and worse than Ae thigf 
himself ; reminding him tVat his time was not long, and 
hoping that he might make his account with God, and 
that he might be found a good merchant and factor to 
him though he had been a malefactor to the law** The 
mirth of the goodly a^emblage was now on the sudder^ 
turned into mourning ; and Cormat and his associates 
abandmied themselves to despair. Night having now 
arrived^ sir # William retired to his ship, leaving the car- 
penter ashore to finish tfte gallows, which was done next , 
mojning, and the prisoners were brought out to die. But 
it was not sir William's intention to act with such se- 
verity, and, being sued strenuously by the people, he 
accepted their promise never to connive at pirates again, 
and “ after four and twe»ty hours fright in irons, he 
pardoned them." * * JjP0m 

The Englishman was the bnly imlividual 'whMftt- 
fered any actual punishment. H^was banished from 
the iqast, and a copy of his pass sent to the sheriff' with 
a hint to be more cautious in future in granting his safe 
conduct. 

The next morning, while he was at anchor in Broad 
Haven, sir William descried a ship bearing into the 
harbour, wdiich by her working he judged to be a pirate. 
Having the opportunity of a heavy fog, he puijvimself 
into his boat, hoping, although it blew stronglj^t^mBft^* 1 
upon her unawares ; but just as he was within shot of 
her the fog cleared up, and the pirate, perceiving him. 


* Monson, p. 228. 
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and stood off to sea, the admiral pursuing at great - 
eing drowned in his boat. For six days she * 
kept the sea ki foul weather, and anchored on the seventh 
at an island within seven leagues Sf Broad Haven, where 
no attempt fcould be made upon her in consequence of 
the wind, tinder shelter of the darkness of night, the 
pime contrived to despatch a letter secretly to Cor mat, 
who, terrified by the p&ril from which he had so recently 
escaped, carried it immediately to sir William. The 
tgrms of the letter were sufficiently indicative of the pi* 
rate’s fears: — # Dear Friend** — I was bearing into Broad 
Haven to give yoif corn for ballast, but I was frighted 
by the king's ship, I supposed to be there. 1 pray you 
send word what ship it is ; for we stand in great 
fejp. I pray^you, provide me two kine ; for we are in 
great want of victuals: whensoever you shall make a 
fire on shore, I will send my boat to you.”* * 

Sir William dictated the answer to this jnoipentous 
epistle, and made Oormat sign it, to the effect that cc he 
rejoiced to hear of his health, and desired to see him. <He 
bid him he confident this ship could not endanger him ; 
for she was not the king’s, as he imagined, but one of 
London that came from the Indies with her men sick, 
and many dead. He promised himjwo oxen and a calf ; 

Jo observe his jlirccfions by making a fire ; and gave him 
him Within two nights.” + 

Three or four of* the ship's company, disguised in 
Irish habits, were sent to accompany the messenger^ fvith 
instructions to remain in ambush. The pirates kept an 
anxious look out for the beacon fire, and it was no sooner 
lighted than they rowed ashore, making no delay, but 
receiving the letter and hastily returning to their vessel. 
Cormat’s assurances gave them the utmost Confidence, 
and, Ao^make amends for the six days of foul weatheT 
surrendered themselves to the most extra- 
vagant rejoicings. In the mean while, sir William was 
quietly effecting the plan" he had secretly laid for their 
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capture. Understanding that there was “ a nook o£land 
two miles in breadth,” which Repeated the river where 
the pirates lay from another river which flawed jnto the 
sea opffcositl to the i^knd, he took several of the Irish, 
without communicating his intentions to thdto, and, with 
the help of his own company, caused them*to drawjwo 
boats over land ; and having reached the other rive^he 
made them row thirty miles to^he place where it was 
agreed the fire should be made. TJe Irish who assisted 
at this manoeuvre were quite as much astonished atjt 
as the pirates, who were §o amazed when sir William 
appeared amongst them, that thej had not power to 
resist* but yielded like so many wolves caught in theft 
own snares.” The whole gang were seized an Carried 
to Broad Haven, whe^e the captain was txecuted as an 
example to the rest, as much mercy being shown to ms 
associiltes as the rigorous character of the admiral's in. 
structions .would permit. By this achievement the 
pirates were effectually banished from Broad Haven, and t 
forborne time afterwards they wholly abandoned the Irish 
coast. . 

The country was so completely cleared of the sea- 
faring adventurers, that sir William went, to use his 
own words, “ groping along the coast,” not being able 
to procure a pilot ; touching on the 1 jfth of July at Vintry^^ 
which had relieved him twi£e befor* ; and a 

complete circuit of the three kingfWllis before he reached 
the Jlpwns, on the 1 8 th of August, 

This was the last voyage sir William Monson made 
in the reign of king James, and the last year but one 4 ‘ 
be served in the narrow seas. But he was not yet quite 
done with the pirates. Soon after his return from Ire- 
land, he despatched a bark to that coast to obtain inform- 
ation as to how matters were going on, and whether the 
severe course he had taken had produced an^^^gfigy^^m 
effects. The first harbour on the Irish coast at which 
the bark arrived, she met a pirate vessel coranjanded by 
one captjjin Tucker, a regularly bred seaman, and noted 
for his expertness in his profession. This man endea- 
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vouifd to insinuate himself into the acquaintance of the > 
person intrusted wifh the bark, hoping through^ that ' 
means Jo obtain his pardon from the government; and 
he succeeded so far that, ulthou^h that inckvidaial was 
strictly ordered to keep watch on the northern parts of 
Ireland, an(f there to inquire into the conduct of pirates, 
antirthe reception given to them by the people, he re* 
turned to the admiral N^ith a letter of submission from 
Tucker, throwing hjmself entirely upon his mercy, send- 
ing him* at the same time a handsome present, — “but,” 
says Monson, I was always*-cautiou6 in such cases how 
to connive at pirates, as in my letter I expressed,” — 
and promising to remain a certain time on the const, in 
the dictation of an answer. The winds, however, 
hap pening to*be contrary, sir William expected that 
Tucker would leave Ireland before his answer could 
reach him ; and he accordingly transmitted numerous 
copies of his reply by different vessels, sailing # m different 
, directions, hoping that some df them might chance to 
fall in with the pirate. As he anticipated, Tucker Jeft 
the coast, but, taking a northern course, he rnjteaed all 
the vessels, and being in distress for provisions he fell 
upon the fishermen, and then made sail for the north 
of Farro, where he met with*another pirate, who, as the 
event, proved, was even less honest tfian himself. “ These 
tWfm^^rted together,” Says sir William, ft as thieves 
use to do, in misclwC^r It does not appear, however, 
that their concert lasted very long, or was productive of 
any benefit in common. 

The navigation about tlie Farro islands is attended 
'with considerable danger, owing to the great tides and 
their setting; and Tucker’s ship, in company with his 
companion, was wrecked on the rocky shor£. Moano- 
cbo, asjbis companion falsely called himself, recognised 
i° cases of this kind between friends and 
enemies : all spoils which he had the power of taking 
weir alike to him ; and instead of affording help to his 
comrade in distress, he played the part of a hprk over 
his prey, seizing upon the whole of Tucker's wealth, 
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and treating the unfortunate man and his company with 
the utmost cruelty. Apprehensive however, that if he 
detained them in his own ship they might make a fac- 
tion against him, he captured an English fiShermen, and 
put Tdekflr and his follow&s into her to^seek a new 
fortune. “ And here they parted company/’ adds the 
chronicler, “ like two wolves, that they should septate 
themselves to seek their prey, they care not where, nor 
of whom, purposing never to ser/one another, unless the 
gallows gave them a meeting.” iThe sequel of their 
adventures affords a remarkable illustration of the in- 
scrutable agency of divine^etributiqp. * 

Monnocho and Tucker directed their barks to oppo- 
site joints of the compass ; the former scouring the 
waters about the Farro islands, and the latter tffing hft 
chance [in another direction in the open* sea. A vc mp 
short time elapsed before Monnocho, growing bold by 
long impunity, made a venture into Denmark, where he 
was sfazedf and where Jie expiated his crimes on the 
gallows, hanging “ a spectacle for all men to behold.” 

in the mean while, Tucker's tyranny over the poor 
fishermen, in whose boat lie and Ins lawless companions 
were cast to the mercy of the ocean, generated a spirit 
of revenge amongst them that speedily sought and ob- 
tained ample satisfaction* The fishermen saw their 
provisions diminishing clay after day^ and foundtjygms*^ 
selves subjected to so much oppression, and Compelled 
into such iniquitous acts, that theyTesolved to watch ail 
opportunity of rising in mutiny against the pirates. 
The attempt proved fortunate, and, after a fierce strug- 
gle, some of the pirates were slain, others wounded, 
and the remainder, including Tucker, were carried in 
chains to # shore, and delivered crV’or to the hands of 
justice. Tucker was committed to th“ Marshalsea in 
Southwark, and being hourly in expectation l$Phis well- 
deserved doom, he bethought him of sir 
son, and appealed to his merciful interposition as the 
last hope that remained to him ; reminding Mm of his 
former desire to abandon his wicked way of life, and of 
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the great misfortune that befell him, in not being able 
to wait long enough pn the Irish coast for sir William*® 
answer, iS I confess,” says the old admiral, ec I was 
much moved and grieved with^his calamity, when I 
remembered Jiow his penitAicy appeared in \tfs ‘former 
letter to me A repenting his misdoings, and detesting his 
khtfof life, with a desire of pardon and forgiveness of 
his offences past/' . 

1616. The application caml at an unlucky moment, for just 
at this ^me some j&werful influences were working at 
caurt for the ruin of Mon son, whose invidious command 
in the narrow 'seas, had brodght many dangerous ene- 
mies upon him. But, being prompt in whatever he 
undertook, he was able to effect Tucker's pardoft and 
release “before those secret machinations succeeded in 
Nlifriving him' of his interest with the government. 

Tucker was now at liberty. But all his resources 
were gone, and he was equally bare of means and 
friends. His gratitude, however,, to Monson, fieternined 
' him to remain in London until he could see his bene- 
factor and, acknowledging the great obligation he oWed 
him, make a solemn protestation of a total amendment 
of his life. Monson felt that his repentance was sin- 
ceie ; and knowing that his credit was lost, and that 
nobody would trust bim with 5 stock to begin any honest 
«- ^ess, h e generously restored to him the greater part 
of the rauable to£enJTucker had formerly sent to him 
from Ireland. 

The reformed pirate was not long determining Ins 
choice of occupations, and embarking his little capita! in 
a freight at sea, he made a vpvjge to Denmark, whither 
he had often traded bef'fr e# Having safely arrived 
there, he set about affairs with zeal ; but one day 
happening to a river ^ he fell in with a ferryman 
who kn^' aim/; an d who had formerly been taken by 
^mrSSJd^^ated with severity. The man no sooner 
recognised him, than he hastened to a magistrate, and 
speedily ol-tained a warrant for his apprehension m , which 
was the more readily granted, as the Danes exhibited 
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great alacrity and vigohr in their prosecution of such of- 
fenders, ^Tucker was immediately arrested, carried to 
‘ prison, tried, and sentenced to death on the evidence of 
the fisherman. But the most remarkable part of the 
case was, ypnLt the gibbet on Which he was ^cecuted, ad- 
joined that on which Monnocho, his former; companion, 
was still hanging ; so rapidly, so certainly, amkepth 
such singular coincidence, did the judgment of Heaven 
overtake their offences. f 

c< These two men's cursed courses / 1 obsqpes sir 
William Monson, “ are not unlike a novel ; first in theft: 
unexpected meeting in rerflote islands, inhere they were 
both strangers ; secondly, that upon their meeting they 
protected and vowed friendship ; though I must say^ 
that the agreement of ill men in mischief cannot be 
called friendship : Bui call it what you ^ill, it did 
long continue; for there was a bone cast between them, 
as it \fere, between two ravenous mastiffs, to strive for, 
and the stronger to ca$ry it away. After these two 
pirates had parted company, the one stood to the north- * 
wa»d, the other to the southward, a quite opposite course 
to one -another, and where there was never likelihood of 
meeting more ; but rather to avoid and eschew each 
other, their quarrel was so mortal ; and yet both of them 
tasted one fortune #like ;* first in *their apprehension, 
and after in their manner of gxecutiop ; but aboy^all:*^ 
the place never doubted or fearedjbv them ; arfc! where, 
perhaps, in many ages, the like wnr not happen again, 
it being out of the road-way for such people to resort 
to/’* 

When Monson accepted die appointment of admiral 
of die narrow seas, he was not unmindful of the diffi- 
culties agayist which he should have to contend, arising , 
from the jealousy and malice of the Dutch. Jn other * 
respects the post was easy enough. “ I mtflSTsay/’ he _ 
observes, “that as in former imployments,i#^velfH!ffr 
without danger of life by enemies, by the neril of sea 
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and fchmne, as 1 have formerly 'repeated j in this im* 
ployment I was to fqar neither foe nor famine] the king, 
having a general peace with all princes and nations, and 
my imployment being not so fay from heme, but that 
in few days f l might be supplied with victual; -though 
I account apother danger greater than the rest, which 
routed i n accidents of the sea, and extremity of storms 
and foul weather, in <the south and gtraitest part of 
England, where commonly I was to lie at anchor ; and 
upon any occasion wring put from my anchors, the nar-; 
rOwness of the seas betwixt land and land, would put 
me in imminent danger of Shipwreck and life. The 
shoals and sands were no less dangerous, considering 
that very often we were to be attended with fog& and 
ihists ; "besides, that we were sometimes put to double a 
•fee-shore, whiih, if we failed of, we presently perished,”* 
But such perils as these were held lightly by Monson, 
in comparison wiih the suspicions, slanders, and in* 
gratitude to which the faithful , discharge of f 'hisc>dutjes 
' constantly exposed him. The convoy of the Spanish 
ministers, the assertion of the neutrality of the English 
waters, and the frequent necessity of compelling the 
Dutch to acknowledge the supremacy of the British flag 
in the narrow seas, rendered him a mark for falsehood 
and treachery on all#*ides, ana it world have been utterly 
— •’wnn ossible for an v man to r havc carried himself honestly 
througnSuch a confl^t of warring interests, without in*' 
curring malevolent and unjust aspersions. The only 
matter for surprise is, that his strict impartiality didtaot 
much earlier draw down upon him the vengeance of his 
enemies ; and that, having at last fallen under their 
venom, he was not utterly crushed by their influence. 
The actual and immediate pretext upon which he was 
« * removed from his appointment and committed t<F the 
Tower, Ys not distinctly stated either by himself or any 
‘‘^JkSRSpSrwry writers ; but it appears that the insinu* 
ations which were thrown out against him at court had 
u 
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the effect at last of banging him into temporary dis- 
* grace. He frequently alludes to tfyis circumstanc#nn- 
dden tally ’in his tracts, always in terms of proud 
resentment,- but never # enters into any specific details. 
After h&viaf; described the rftks of the statin in which 
he was employed, he goes on to speak of the^still greater 
risks he ran at the hands of secret foes. “Bu^e 
says, iC God so provided for me, tfiat I escaped all these 
hazards ; and at last found mali^ had a greater power 
and force against me, then by 6ea ifcound, or otherwise 
I deserved ; for when I thought to have left my painful 
labours at sea, to have enjfiy’d tranquillTty of peace on 
land, envy unluckily and unlooked for seize® upon my 
innocdhcy. For, being thought a bosom friend to a 
nobleman 1 much honour'd, w r ho at that time fJPgau tcf 
be aimed at, and was afterwards borne dofcn by a courW 
faction^ though I was one of the meanest in number, 
and unworthy to have knowledge taken of me, as a 
map ofcno^teminency ; jet, considering how my estate 
then stood by my engagements, and otherwise, I found 
fortune more aversed to me than most of the others had 
felt, by" malicious practices.”* 

There seems to be no doubt that the zeal with 
which he acted against the Dutch, and the active part 
lie tool? in promoting an iftquiry 11140 the state of the 
navy a year or two before, to the undisguised mortis +*» 
fication of the earl of Nottingham, who was tlHhfWd 
high admiral, were the principal cables of his troubles. 
Sturfc •odium also fell upon him in consequence of the 
energy with which he pursued and overtook the lady 
Arabella Stuart after her escape in lt)l 1, although, hi 
doing so, he acted in strict accordance with his orders. 
The circumstances connected with this event are not a 
litde* curious, and are thus dimly indicated by himself. 

“ Many cither accidents,” he informs us, “ Itoppen’d in 

the narrow seas, that need no remembrance 

will conclude with the escape of th& lady Arabella, 

9 
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twentymo or hours before sir William Monson had order 
, to ftarsue her ; wtych he did with that celerity that t 
she was taken within four miles of Calais, shipp’d in a 
Frencll hart of that town, whither she jwas bound. 
The mannej is so commonly known, that noSnofe needs 
be said, huf that it was done ; though the accident was 
s%Rt^ange and unlook'd for, that few could be persuaded 
but that her escape vais plotted, with an intent to take 
her again. And it was the rather believed, because 
sir Wiliam was i^)t rewarded according to the im- 
portance of that service.** * The lady was confined in 
the Tower, in Consequence, &s it was pretended, of her 
marriage ^nh Mr. Seymour ; but the real cause of her 
confinement was that she was too closely allied *to the 
crown^a fact which had a greater influence over the 
^conduct of thC government than Ur William appears to 
have suspected. 

Immediately after his arrest, siT William was exa- 
mined by chief justice Cooke ^and secretary Winwood, 

1 at Hatton House, but no transgression of any kind 
could be established against him. When he was broiSght 
before them, he demanded that they would inquire into 
his behaviour and the course of his life from infancy, 
and hoped that it would prove loyal, honest, and Bootless. 
And he adds, “ as«a second* suit,^ humbly desile that 
•►eithgrthey, or apy other, would examine the service I 
have (fene to the sj^te in the time of the late queen, 
when there was greatest occasions for men to show 
their abilities and deserts ; as also what imprisonment I 
have endured in Spain ; what famine, hurts, and other 
casualties I suffered; what wealth has been brought 
into England by my means; with what hazard and 
fortunate success 1 have obtained both wealth and vic- 
tory, as in particular, and which is freshest in memory, 
the last** &Bff rack, valued at almost 200,0002., and dis- 
•■piWiofiiy his majesty at his accession to the crown.** f 
A man under such circumstances might be fairly ex- 
it 

* Monson, p, 218. t Ibid. p. 225.% 
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• ** 
fcused for referring to his past services ‘in "vindication 
of his conduct and character, and he elsewhere jlstly 
exults in the unimpeachable, fidelity and coiyectness with 
which # his| duties weae uniformly executed. will 
boldly arffl truly say,*' he observes, speaking of his 
employment under king James in the narrow seas, 
t( there was never service neglected, omitted, or 
formed, that I was commandetl^upon ; which I look 
upon as strange, and not to be # paralleled by any that 
enjoyed his employment before: and if that •time be 
considered, six years of tl^rn twelve brgd many doubts 
and differences, how an English acbniral jfrould carry 
himsglf betwixt the Hollanders and Spaniards, the wars 
continuing between them ; yet such was his J*ap an<i 
care, that he committed no error for tl|p one or the 
other justly to except" against him.” * 

The unspotted clearness with which his reputation 1 6 
passed through this painful ordeal, showed how ground- 
less w^re tRe malicious charges, whatever they may have 
been, that were brought against him ; and the term of 
his imprisonment must have been very brief, as we 
find him consulted in the following year by the privy 
council as to the best manner of suppressing the pirates 
and laying siege to Algiers. He bore the wdiole of 
this most unmerited # indiguity with* fortitude, although ^ 
it greatly injured his fortunes; and#in after Jifc* he 
refers to his own conduct on thi»;.^sion as furnishing . 
a seasonable example of patience to his eldest son. 
u Let me, good son,” says the veteran, looking back 
upon the fluctuations of his long life , — “ let me be your 
pattern of patience ; for you can witness with me, that 
the disgraces I have unjustly suffered (my estate being 
through nrfy misfortunes ruined, my health by impri- 
sonments decay'd, and my services undefined and «. 
unrecompenc’d), have not bred the least distaste or dis- 
content in me, or alter'd my resolution frdhi ray in- * 
fancy, — that is, 1 w r as never so base as to insinuate into 


* Monson, p. SJ3Q. 
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any man’s favour, who was favour'd by the times ; I 
was%ever so ambitious as to seek or crave employment* 
or to undertake any that was not put upon me. My 
great abd only comfort is, that I perv'd my winces both 
faithfully and fortunately ; but, seeing my services have 
been no better accented, I can as well content myself in 
spectator, as if I were an actor in the world*” * 
The ruin of his estate, however, seems rather to 
have been a figurative'bxpression referring to the dis- 
appointment of his^hst hopes, than to any actual losses 
Sustained by his labours in the public service ; for he 
expressly reminds <his eldest son, in the dedication of 
his first book, that he shall leave him but a t small 
fortune a charging him to rate his expenses accordingly ; 
but adding, that, little as it was, it was great to him, 
•since he had attained it by his n own endeavours ami 
dangers, and nobody could challenge any interest in it 
but himself. It is evident, therefore, that although 
his fortune was much below Ks deserts, it was gained 
solely by his services, as he possessed no estate by in- 
heritance. t 

The resignation of the earl of Nottingham,* and the 
appointment of the duke of Buckingham in his place, 
may, probably, have hastened the liberation of Mon- 
<* «■ 

^ * Monso n, p. UJ. 

f FlMtoh*) gives a d&ailed account of his family which places this fact 
in the clearest light. It »Utfb ,r **»i»ed to his son m the following parage : — 
“ Your graiidfathei’s grdCT-graiulfatner was a knight by title, and John by 
name, which name we desire to retain to our eldest sons . l.od blessed Jirm 
with many earthly bencrits, <is wealth, children, and rcputntinrf. ’ His 
eldest son was called John, after his father; and his second Wiliam, like 
to ynumelf and brother ; lint upon what displeasure ) know not (though 
we must judge the sen gave the occasion), his lather left hun the least 
part of his fortune, yet sufficient to equal the best gentleman of hi# shire, 
and particularly the ancient house call'd alter his name. His other sou, 
William, he invested with what your uncle now enjoys Jloth the sons, 
while they lived, carried the port and estimation of then fak’ser’s children ; 
though afterwards it fell out that the son of John, and nephew to William, 
became disobed*°nt, negligent, and prodigal, and spent all his patrimony; 
so that in cftiTtfftmon he and his son extinguished their house, and there 
^novyjemains no memory of them As for the second line and race, of 
wfffflT'your ft ^clc and 1 are descended, we live as you see, though our 
estates be not great, and of the two mine much the least, whicn not- 
withstanding is the greater to me, in respect I atchicved it with the peril 
and danger# f my life ; and you will onike my Satisfaction in the enjoyment 
of it the greater, if it be attended with that comfort 1 hope to receive from 
you." * 
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son ; but, to whatever circumstance his speedy and 
honourable acquittal may be ascribed, he was ho sooner 
released from the Tower than he was called bejjpre the 
privy 'Cmijcil to furfcish jjis opinion as to how the 
pirates could be suppressed, and the totfn of Algiers 
attempted. The design against Algiers, oftwhich Mon- 
son strongly disapproved, was a favourite projelSfVfth 
Nottingham; and “the duke^F Buckingham," says 
Monson, w being young and infe^ed with the disease 
of youth to hearken to base flattery, gave eai*to thogp 
that thought to make use^of his favour with the king, 
and advised him to promote this Vbyagejfomising it 
should redound to his everlasting honour at the first 
entrance into his place." * We have already^feen how 
much disgrace followed upon the attempt t; hut that 
was to be attribute3 less to the hopelessness of the 
undertaking than the want of means and skill in its 
conduct. “ The intention was to be commended," says 
MonSbn, ^ and the management was to be blamed." t 

The ravages of the pirates had inflicted such an 
enormous amount of injury upon the trade of Great 
Britain, that the merchants came forward with large 
offers of pecuniary assistance to enable the government 
to put an end to the evil, # the magnitude of which was 
constantly increasirf^. But the difficulty was how to 
carry on the extensive operations *necessary.>fe k the 
purpose. Upon this subject, illiam Monson's 

statement before the privy council is remarkably ela- 
borate, evincing an intimate acquaintance with all the 
details of the inquiry. 

In the first place, he laid down a general principle 
that, as the profits from the destruction of piracy would 
be univertal, the charge ought to be general also ; and 
that the gains from the sale of slaves a^^goods re- 
covered from the hands of the pirates should be equally 
distributed. But that, as every nation wa^not equally 
provided with strong and swift ships, the^enterpriBe 

n 3 
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f See anti, p. 63. 
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should bo confided to the fleets of England, Spain, and 
Holland,— all other towns and countries bordering on 
the Bea^ to furnish their quota in money; and of the 
fleets employed, each natioi^ to furnish an equal pro- 
portion of mhn and tonnage. The nature of the service 
rendered it desirable not to employ any ships under. 
25M9ta burthen, nor above 300, with the exception 
of the king’s ships ; l&ser ships being likely to become 
a prey to the enemv snould they part company, and 
larger oi.*es depriving the fleet of the power of dis. 
tributing its strength as cirrumstances might render 
necessary. t * 

Having thus sketched the requisite force for , em- 
barking .upon an undertaking which he believed would 
occupy some years, he proceeds to suggest other points 
of management important to its success. He recom- 
mends that the generals should be fully empowered to 
execute martial law ; and that their authority should be 
determined beforehand, in order* to avoid any' questions 
and differences that might afterwards arise. Safe con- 
ducts to Christian ports, with authority to obtain neces- 
saries, to provide for the sick, and to deposit prizes, 
were also necessary ; and it would be desirable to carry 
money or commodities to re r victuai, and all kinds of * 
^ provisions to trim and careen the* ships ; a treasurer 
to loolfcio the payment of money, a stock for the dis- 
bursement of necess£*k:, and ample provision of mus- 
kets and ammunition, and especially chain-shot for the 
ordnance; because, where there are many people, as 
commonly in pirates, chain-shot will make a great 
slaughter amongst them, and such confusion withal, where 
there are so few sailors to tackle their ships, that they 
will be taken upon the stays, or lie upon the ivea at our 
mercy. IJe further suggests the necessity of having 
t he shi ps musket-proof, and to have all the spare decks 
anZTother things of weight taken down, which would 
be a great ease to the ships in sailing. 

Secresy m the conduct of this expedition he con- 
sidered indispensable, because there were so many En- 
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glkhmen in the habit of trading with the pi rates, f and 
supplying them with powder and other necessaries, that 
it was to be feared such persons would copvey private 
intelligence, to the pirates, m the hope of facilitating 
their escape, and screening uiemselves front discovery. 
In order to secure this important object, he proposed 
that the ships should be prepared under some^Sl^r 
pretence, and that even the captaifts should not be in- 
formed of the real intention unrfl they were out at sea. 
The French king ought also be required to prohibit his 
subjects from trading with # the pirates ; being a com- 
mon and daily course, especially with th^jphabitants 
of Marseilles and Toulon. 

The place of rendezvous to be the’ islands of gayonne,. 
as the most central anil convenient for the^squadrons to 
me£t without suspicion" England and Holland pretending * 
various* purposes ; while the squadron of Spain, coming 
thither from St. Lucar, Cadiz, or Lisbon, would com- 
pletely' "throw the pirates %f Algiers and Tunis off their 
guards, who could not possibly suspect that a squadron 
furnished in the part of Spain nearest to them, and car- 
ried off to the part farthest from them, could ever be 
intended to act against them. The months of August 
and September would be tl^e best time in the year for 
the undertaking, because in these fhonths the pirates 
usually put to sea, on account *>f the wntage and <?ther 
great trades, and commonly also»: r \,^these months the 
fleets^ return to Spain from the Indies, and the galleys 
retire into harbour. These preliminaries being arranged, 
Monson advised that the fleet should not appear within 
the Straits until the pirates were at sea, lest, receiving • 
intelligence of its motions, they might be afraid to ven- 
ture out. @ne advantage of having them at sea would 
be, that the fleet might obtain information qg Jp where 
they were, from ships that had seen them, and, observ- 
ing the winds, could conjecture where the^might be 
met ; or, if it should be found that they scattered, the 
fleet could scatter also. Another advantage ufould be. 
that the pirates would have no harbour to defend them, 

* l 4 
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from their going out until their return home, all Christian 
ports being closed against them, — they having no shelter 
but the opeivroads of Tunis and Algiers within the Straits, 
and Sally and Santa Cruz jvithoat ; so that, if the fleet 
should misS> them at sea, it must secure than on their 
return, by spreading two squadrons tefi or twelve leagues 
fPifl^lgiers, from whence they could have no intel- 
ligence, as they coulchnot be discerned from the shore. 

With respect to any mariners that might he taken from 
the pirotes, it would be advisable that they Bhould not 
ransomed or set at liberty ; for, their numbers not 
being greflt ¥ not more than twelve years having elapsed 
since the English taught them the art of navigation, the 
diminution of their strength would speedily drive them 
from the seas. As to renegades, who should be taken in 
the service of the Turks, Monson advised that they should 
be immediately executed for the terror of others.. 

Upon the character and fitness of the general, the ex- 
perienced commander lays great stress, he proposes 
that * f such an English general be appointed, and the 
ships with that care fitted, that may give reputation to 
the action; for, considering the reputation that we have 
had in sea affairs, it behoves us, upon such an occasion 
as this, because we shall join with other nations, to carry 
it with honour. That such a general be appointed avS 
sbalLJiave more oare to perforin the service, than to his 
own ease, pleasure*, ostentation. That he keep the 
sea, and avoid seeking haibour, unless necessity compels 
him, and then not to let it to be to the leeward of Algiers ; 
for so pirates may go in and out at their pleasure : and 
moreover, that he enter no harbour but such as have 
good outlets, lest the service be neglected, and he not 
able to get out. And lastly, as the ships shaftl grow foul, 
and be forced into harbour to trim, that he do it with 
this consideration,— -that he keep a squadron out at sea, 
whilst th£ others are fitting in harboutJ^|ad upon the 
return of the clean squadron to sea, mko. 
squadrofr is in trimming, to put him&t^Bpto one oftnSW' 
ships ; for it is not the part of a g^jpral upob any oc- 
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casion to leave his flegt, though for a time he may^eave 
his ship/' 

Such was the substance of the suggestions admitted 
to the jwivy council is* reference to the plan of the pro- 
posed expedition : but as Monson was impressed with a 
strong conviction* that any attempt upon Algiers would 
be attended with great danger and uncertainty, hAch&d 
his opinions upon that part of tht^question with a degree 
of candour which was more honoiijable to hi6 integrity 
than characteristic of his prudence. The lord high ad- 
miral was well known to tjp a strenuou^supporter of the 
scheme, and the Spanish ambassadt* waa^^aid to have 
earnqptly urged it upon the attention of the government. 
Sir Robert Mangel, then high in the confidence of the 
duke of Buckingham, and vice admiral of 4he realm, whs 
al$o an advocate foMhis wild descent upon an almost 
impregnable town ; anti although there existed great dif- 
ferences of opinion amongst the officers of the navy as 
to th^ practicability of fie project, the whole weight of 
official authority and government influence was in its 
favour. The boldness, therefore, with which Monson 
pointed out the numerous hazards of the siege, and the 
doubtfulness of its issue, proves the devotion with which 
he was prepared to sacrifi^s his professional interests to 
a paramount sense of duty ; for, iif giving so strong an 
opinion against the expedition, he, of bourse, ab;> r doned 
all expectation of being employe# in^it, should it be de- 
termined upon, or of ever obtaining any promotion under 
the administration by which it was projected. 

His arguments on the subject are lucid and conclusive. 
u Whosoever kno,ws Algiers/' he observes, “ cannot be 
ignorant of its strength : the inhabitants consist princi- 
pally of desperate rogues and renegadoes, that live by 
rapine, theft, and spoil, having renounced^Cipd and all 
virtue, and become reprobates to all the Christian world. 
This town is, apd has been, of so great adhoyanCe to 
the Christians lying over against it, that they have been 
forced to attempt it by surprise ; but still havl failed of 
their dftigns, either by intelligence the town had had, 
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or bj their carefulness to defend it ,* for no man bill 
must think that a town which depends upon its own 
strength, being in continual danger of stratagems and 
sudden* surprises from the bordering enemies, both 
Moors and Turks, who have the conveniency S>f galleys 
to transported land an army at picture, will be ex* 
ttMf&nary watchful and circumspect to fortify itself, 
and withstand all dangers that can befall it. 

“ And if those Christian countries that lie open to 
it, coukhnever prevail in their sundry attempts, being 
digh thereto, a,nd having cqnvenicncy to embark and 
transport army without suspicion or rumour, and to 
be succoured "by the islands of Majorca and Minorca, 
if necessity required ; but especially having intelligence 
with some of r the town, for the delivery of it, as about 
fourteen years since it happened by the practise of a 
renegade, called Spinola, which failed ; what hop*> have 
we then to prevail, who cannot so secretly furnish an 
army and fleet, but that all the world must ring' of it, 
in gazettes and other intelligences? Or if it be once 
known in Marseilles, it cannot be concealed many hours 
from Algiers, there being a settled trade and corre- 
spondence between those two cities. 

“ But allowing our designs to be kept secret till the 
very time we arrive upon that coAst, yet the warning 
will be, sufficient «£or a garrison town of less force and 
fewer men than Alpierc to prevent a surprise. In such 
a case as this, the time and wind are principally to be 
regarded ; for a large wind that is good to carry a fleet 
into a landing-place in an open bay, will be dangerous, 
if it overblow upon a lee shore ; and it will make so 
great a sea, that it will be impossible for men with tbeix 
furnitures and arms to land without appar&it danger ; 
and what^ resistance a few men are able to make, I 
refer to consideration. 

“ On t\u other side, if we ply into the bay with a 
scant wind, and it gives us a good entrance to land* 
by reason’ of the smoothness of the sea, yet the de- 
fendants shall have these advantages ; — they wilr descry 
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ui from the shore a lon j time before we can draw nqar, 
and consequently have time sufficient to withstand oifr 
landing. With their gklleys they may nut off our 
boats, with our men, if*ships ride not within command 
of the short?, besides many omer casualties the sea and 
weather afford. Besides, our ships can bq£ land the 
third part of our men at once, whereby we shaff* 
tempt to land with but the third paSt of our army ; and 
if we do it near the town, they wilh|tiH have warning 
enough ; or if it be far off, the^narch will be sincon-^ 
venient, and they warned J»y fires. Bi\| if we fail of 
surprising Algiers, and attempt by siegfc, wehjpe neither 
necessa/ies to land our ordnance, nor to draw it to a 
place fit to raise a battery, wanting engines, catfle, and • 
other conveniences for that purpose. It ntfist be con- 
sidered how to relieve* our siege, and defend our be- 
siegers agalfist the sallies of the town, which have ten 
men to one of ours. We must likewise forecast, if We 
fail of the attempt, to bri% off our men with safety, as 
a point of great providence in a commander. 

“ Whosoever shall enterprise Algiers, his greatest 
strength by sea must be in galleys, which can run near 
the shore, and command the landing-place with their 
ordnance, or if an enemy d$aw down liis forces there, 
to withstand him, he Ray soon bring^ibout his galleys, 
quit that place, and land where®he shallHsee no danger ; 
ships cannot do so when they are%t ^chor, but must 
have wind and tide for their purpose. But all 1 can 
say is nothing to what follows ; for you must under- 
stand the Algerines are a sort of outlaws or miscreants, 
that live in enmity with all the world, acknow- 
ledging the great Turk in some measure, for their so- 
vereign* hut ^10 further than they please themselves. 
Now, that part of Barbary where Algiers is^sq&ted, is 
a spacious and fruitful country, and abounds in num- 
bers of people ; and though the king of it a Ma- 
hommedan, as well as the Algerines, yet they live in 
perpetual hatred and war ; but so, that if either of 
them is attacked by Christians, they will presently join 
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as partners in mischief, and w4 shall no sooner land, 
bfit we shall be welcomed by three or four score thou- 
sand qf those ungodly people, t' ' 

“ Having shewed the impossibility of taking Algiers 
either by Airprise or siege, now shall folloW the little 
use we cangnake of it, either to annoy the king of Spaifty 
fcf other potentate ; as also the small profit we shall 
make of it, — no, nbt so much as to defray the tenth 
part of the garrjsgu, cfr any hope to go farther with a 
conquest 

(< If it be Qnnceived.to l\e conveniently to annoy the 
king of fedn, or^my other enemy, it will prove other- 
wise, considering the distance from England to.be re- 
lieved, and the many casualties we shall undergo at sea, 
having neither the Christian nor Turkish shore to ftiend, 
and yet we must sail in the Mediterranean, where we 
cannot pass unseen, or unmet, because of its narrowness. 

“ The harbour of Algiers, which must entertain us, 
is of so small a compass, that it will not receive above 
twenty ships; which number, and no more, we must 
allows both to annoy and defend ourselves froip ail ene- 
mies, either Christians or Turks. The place affords 
neither victuals, powder, mast, sails, ropes, or other ne- 
cessaries that belong to sfcips ; and if there be but a 
want of the least Vf them, England alone must supply 
them. Then consider the charge and danger that is like 
to follow to this ^ttk purpose ; for the expense is cer- 
tain, and less than 500Q men cannot be allowed fqr gar- 
rison, and the twenty sail of ships aforesaid. The profit 
and advantage that can be made of it, must be by theft 
and rapine at sea, which the Turks cannot afford us, 
they having little or no trade in shipping. The princes 
of Italy are in the same condition; and*therefore our 
only hqpe/ must depend on the spoils of Spain, which 
we cannot expect in the Straights, they having no trade 
of importance upon those coasts ; and what we shall 
take without the Straights, we shall sooner do it from 
England than from Algiers ; and prizes so taken will 
be sooner and safer brought for England tliarf carried to 
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Algiers, where they mist pass so many dangers, 1 
have said before.” * l 

This statement completely suspended the intentions 
of the government for a^tinie • and, although some show 
of resistance to the pirates was got up in the (Jock- yards, 
at least in the form of a report, nothing was actually 
done for three years afterwards. The result of sir ifoberT 
Mansel's enterprise against Algiers in 1620, which veri- 
fied all Monson’s predictions, has b ejyw already detailed 
in the biography of that admiral^ • , 

In the mean while fresh *vork was in preparation for 161 
Monson, who seems now to have beef? occ|^»ally em- 
ployed, in counselling the admiralty upon all matters 
concerning the service. The abuses that had fsirni time * 
to time grown up in the navy assumed at laa^a character 
of $uch gross corruption and glaring mismanagement, 
that a aorifinission was issued to investigate and Temedy 
them. Thi|was a subject to which Monson bad long 
before given considerable %ttention. So far back as the 
year U>03, at the request of secretary Cecil, he furnished 
an elaborate statement of the disorders that had crept 
into the service, and of the means by which they might 
be cured. This document exhibits very clearly the prin- 
cipal points to which it was easentially necessary to direct 
the inquiries of the commission. * 

The first abuse he touches •upon is^of a class that 
could have existed only at a peridft wl^en the navy had 
become demoralised by a long continued war, and when 
letters of reprisal had given birth to a predatory spirit 
Utterly subversive of discipline and true zeal in the public 
service. “ Nothing breeds disorders in our sailors,” 
Monson justly observes, “ but liberty and overmuch 
clemency : tile one they have in their ordinary ships of 
reprisal, where no discipline is used, nor authority obeyed; 
the other in escaping punishment when they justly de- 
serve it ; which hath brought her majesty’s Service to 
be no more accounted of than the actions of private men. 


* Monaon, pp. 253, S3*. 
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It fe strange what misery such lien will chuse to endure 
in small ships of reprisal, thohgh they be hopeless of 
gain^ratha 1 than serve her majesty, where their pay is 
certain, th|ir diet plentiful and their labour not^o great. 
Nothing breeds this but the liberty they find in the one, 
^n^jjunishtnent they fear in th£ other. The ships these 
men covet to go in^are neither of service nor strength 
to the state, or annoyance to the enemy ; their owners 
are men of as condition as themselves, making no 
*more Reckoning what Outrages their ships commit at sea, 
than the men themselves that commit them. They grow 
so bold Wpvz the lenity used toward them, that they as 
confidently detain f men after they are pressed* as if 
• there were no law to prohibit it. Nor are they satisfied 
with a confpetent number of ij\en in their ships, but 
commonly carry twice as many as their ships and victuals 
require ; and the first caravel or fisherman they take, 
they put their spare men into, who many Jimes sink in 
the sea, famish for want of victuals, or are forceA ashore 
into Spain, where they must either be compelled to^erve 
against their country, or die in misery. And thus have 
more seamen been consumed, than in all other actions 
or enterprizes against Spain. And no man dares reprove 
it, because the lord admifal ^interested in all such 
prizes as these unprofitable ships take/' * 

To these caufes he do£s not hesitate to ascribe the loss 
of the Indian flept vlien sir Richard Lewson was forced 
to leave sir William M orson with half the ships ft Ply- 
mouth for want of sailors to man them, while at that 
very time there were more men suffered to go in private 
ships than would be sufficient to man the whole navy. 
Nor was this the only evil arising from these practices; 
for in dearth of other resources, the ships #ere forced to 
be suppiiarl with fishermen at the season of their voyage 
to Newfoundland, to the serious injury of an important 
branch oT industry. And the fishermen thus bi ought 
into tty navy were generally so spiritless and unservice- 


* Monson, p. 197. 
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able, that Monson regalded them as a principal cause of 
the sickness that prevailed in the ships. 

Another inconvenie^pe arising from the«priva|e voy- 
ages was, that they frequently proved highly prejudicial 
to the royal service ; the nren venturing hrthem being 
very often taken prisoners, and forced to weal the f de^ 
signs of the government, which , by forewarning the 
enemy, enabled them to frustrate the operations of our 
fleet. The voyages of Drake and fiendish round the 
world furnish two remarkable illustrations ; for sfl though 
these enterprises were honourable to the commanders, 
yet, in Monson’s opinion, it wouhf ha much 

better that they had never been # undertakeir, except 
with a larger force; “ for,” says he, “we hav^now dis- • 
covered to the Spaniards our finding our^vay through 
the^Straits of Magellan, which they thought to conceal 
from u$: tfe have passed by thee oast of Chile and Peru 
up to Panama, cross’d over to the Phillipine and Mo- 
lucca 4slamfs, and to iSbe East Indies. Thus have 
warn'd, without annoying them, to strengthen them- 
selves in those parts ; so that such places as had no de- 
fence, are now made able both to defend and offend, as 
appeared by the taking of Mr. Hawkins in the South 
Sea, 1594.”* • 

In order to remedy^hese abuses, Hfc proposes, that as 
they crept in by the permission of thft lord high ad- 
miral, it is necessary in the first tnsUyice to obtain his 
lordship’s consent to their removal. Secondly, not to 
admit Vien to become owners of ships merely because 
they can afford to purchase and victual them, but to 
examine their condition and qualifications, and make 
them give security that they will not connive at the 
abuses referred to. Thirdly, to restrain private actions 
while her majesty’s are on foot ; or to comppk them to 
be carried on in company with her ships, giving them a 
share in the prizes proportionate to their adveflture ; or, 
if they refused that alternative, to make it lawful for 


* Monson, p. 197. 
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tkeT**|o adventure four months n the yeaiy during flu* 
season when the royal ships wire laid up in harbour, 
compelling them to reform on a obtain day, and charging 
th$ vice-admirals witff the duty Of seeing that they did 
not carry more men or less provision than was actually 
ceqyisite. f ( This will be the way/* he adds, " to re-" 
dress^all abuses, to make men obedient to discipline and 
command, to avoid sickness in her majesty’s ships, to 
employ none butc^ich as are serviceable, not to molest 
<4he podir labouring fishermen, to give the merchants 
satisfaction, and to preserve the life and liberty of 
sailors/' * * 

Of thfc remaining abuses there were so many, that it 
'was useless to reform one unless the whole were to be 
reformed. The victualling of vessels, upon which the 
lives of the mariners depended, was so ill cared for, that 
there was not a man in the service who had f 'l(ot> reason 
to complain ; and the gunners, to whose charge the 
strength of the ships was committed, instead o? being 
chosen by their merit, were preferred for their money. 
The ships themselves were equally chargeable with im- 
pediments, especially in the northern voyages ; for, al- 
though their deficiencies were made known before they 
departed, the officers of the navy, either from frugality, 
or from an adherence to precedents of former ages 
which had no application whatever to the new services 
in which the ships wl're employed, were indifferent to 
the adoption of the requisite improvements. In addition 
to all this, the sailors were so ill treated, that they 
alledged their grievances as a sufficient pretext for dis- 
inclination to perform their duties. 

“ The way," continues Monson, f ‘ to redress every 
abuse, is, to execute severe justice upon tbe chief men 
in office ; as first, the victualler, if he fail either in 
goodness or quantity of her majesty’s allowance, let his 
life answ<5i* it ; for no subject’s estate is able to counter- 
vail the damage her majesty may sustain by such defect. 

* 
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And to take away all (kcuses of his part, and to provide 
t^ere may be no faiiog of the service, it wen& con- 
venient to have surplil of victu^s transpojrted ip other 
ships, to be exchanged? if upoi#tiew the other prove to 

ba ill-conditioned. 

K lt Secondly, for the gunners ; their frauds in powder 
and shot, and other things under tboir charge, are? 
tolerable ; and they have been tbl’more embolden’d by 
the baseness of some captains, •wliS have consented to 
their theft. f /## • 

, “ For reformation hereof, it were ^ood to have £ 
deputy appointed in every ship, fron* the officers of the 
ordnance, to take charge of powder, shoff "myket, &c., 
and to deliver them to such men a£ shall be accountable^ 
ibr them at the end of the voyage ; for ij is no reason 
so great a charge should be committed to the gunners, 
who HO conscience to steal, and may steal without 
controulinent when it is in then possession. 

“Aaothet tiling the captain must have orders to 
forbid, and look precisely it be obey’d, which is the 
laviShness of shooting for pleasure at the meeting of 
ships', passing by castles, and feasting aboard ; for, in- 
deed, there is more powder wastefully spent in this sort, 
than against an enemy. 

“ For the third, \ftridi is the d kahili ty of ships to 
the southward, it is occasioned by thereat weight of 
ordnance, which makes them laixiursome, and causes 
their weakness ; and, considering hofc few gunners are 
alloufaj to every ship, it were better to leave some of 
these pieces at home than to pester the ship with them. 

I must say, and with truth, that all her majesty's ships 
are far under-manned; for when people come to be 
divided intojthrce parts, the one third to tackle the ship, 
the other to ply their small shot, and the # third 
manage their ordnance, all the three services fail for 
want of men to execute them. * 

Neither do I see that more men can be contained 
in the queen’s ships to the southward, for ♦ant of 
stowage kbr victuals, and room to ldflge in. No ship 
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tbai^turns from the southward} should go to sea again 
under half a year's respite ; in which time she will be 
well a^r’d, and her ba%st must Joe chang’d. 

u There should be i generaJvworkman appointed in 
harbour, cirefully to overlook the ships that shall be 
employed : r this man should go the voyage, and have 
the tike charge at sea. Nothing that is necessary for 
ships, but mu6t be carried in a great abundance by a 
deputy from the officers of the navy, as I have formerly 
# ^aid in the case of fbe officers of the ordnance. All 
precedents of former tinier of furnishing the queen's 
ships tcv-be- abolish’d ; and whoever takes upon himself 
this office as deputy, to be bound to give an account of 
the surpasses remaining, that what is not spent maybe 
restor’d ; which will nothing encrease tine charge of 
carrying them to sea ; and yet the ships shall be so 
provided, as no casualty that can happen** Vt ,sea will 
bring them into distress. Besides, they shall supply 
the want of such prizes as they take, who, 1 by reason of 
their long voyages, have consum’d their sails, ropes, and 
tackling, as in the like case we found by the caftack, 
which we could not have brought for England, if we 
had not supplied her want out of the queen’s ships. 

a And lastly, for the ffien that sail in the shipa, 
without whom thfcy are of no : their usage has been 
so ill at the end- of theii voyages, that it is no marvel 
they show their ^unwillingness to serve the queen ; for, 
if they arrive sick from any voyage, such is the charity 
of the people ashore, that they shall sooner die than 
find pity unless they bring money with them. 

“ And seeing her majesty must and does pay those 
that serve, it were better for them, and much more 
profit and honour to the queen, to discharge them 
♦upon theii first landing, than to continue them longer 
unpaid ; for, whether they are sick or lie idle in har- 
bour, th&r pay runs on till they and their ships axe 
discharged, to the great consumption of victuals and 
wages, which falls upon the queen. 

“ Wherefore it is necessary, that an unde! -treasurer 
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be appointed in every fleet, who shall carry mole^ for 
all necessary disburserAnts.”* 

These outlines present an accurate picture *>f the 
state o£ the navy at tRat period ; and, it appears, that 
the abuses complained of by Monson in 1 60S remained 
unredressed to the time of the commission in # l(jl§f 
when he found it necessary to submit the majority of 
these reformations afresh for the ^msideration of his 
majesty, together with others suggpjfred by subsequent 
experience. * # » 

One of the topics upon which he* lays particular 
stress, is the means by which intelligenc^f5 5j Ae enemy 
can be secured, and the enemy prevented fro# obtain* 
ing intelligence; “ for in so doing/' he observes, “a* 
man is armed to encounter an enemy naked and unpro- 
vided, as I Jiave instanced in many examples before ; 
for, whosoever is successful by chance and good luck 
rather than # by providence and foresight, cannot chal- 
lenge flie honour as his oVn, but must allow fortune a 
shar£ with him ; for success is the mistress of fools, 
and true management proceeds from judgment.” f 
He instances, as examples, some of the expedients he 
employed himself, for this purpose, with success during 
the Spanish war. “ r j£he fcrst means we used to get 
intelligence of the affairs of Spain upon our arrival, 
was to hail into die height bf the Burlings, a small 
desart island, whither every nTght % the caravels of 
PenicJ^e, opposite to it, resorted to take fish, which 
serv’d the whole country. About the time the caravels 
were to draw near the island in the night time, we 
used to leave some ships’ boats, well manned, near the 
shore, where there could be no suspicion of them, and, 
at the dawRing of the clay, the shallops suddenly 
boarded and seized some of the said caravel*, of which' 
we made good use in two kinds : — the first, was the 
intelligence we received of the state and affairs of 
Lisbon, and the whole coast ; as also what preparations 

m * 

• Monson, pp. 198, 199. f Ibid. p. 199. 
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wetfe Wde, either to defend cf offend. The second 
was in respect of the caravelf excellent sailing, for 
there Vere fbw ships they <puld fetch Up, and then 
keep sight* of them both flight? and day, till pur ap- 
proach to them. Thirdly, by the unusual sails carth- 
l^ela qprry, by means whereof we deceived the Spaniards, 
and made them believe they were their own. At last, 
when the voyage vas c at an end, the poor men were 
restored again tchr.^ir vessels, and some reward be* 
^itowed on them.”* * 

In the south of Spain he obtained intelligence by 
another od, devised entirely by himself. Having 
received information from certain Scotch and French 
r ships of *f*ve galleons riding at St. Lucar, watching the 
wind and tifie to Rail for the West Indies, he despatched 
captain Love to the ports of Sallee and ^Mamora, in 
Barbary, with a view to make circumstantiaf inquiries. 
If captain Love failed at Sallee he was jo proceed to 
Mamora, keeping Iris busin6ss secret, even from the 
English who went with him in the bark, and carrying 
various commodities with him that he might enter the 
forts under the pretence of trading with them. Ha 
was to seek out the principal Englishman in either 
place, and delivej him a'dettcjr superscribed (i To my 
faithful countryman;” and if there was no English- 
man there, anti he found it necessary to communicate 
with a stranger, /ie v?as to find some Hollander residing 
there as agent or merchant, to whom he was to^deliver 
a letter superscribed “ To my dear friend and neigh 
hour” But if he found neither, he was to insinuate 
himself into the acquaintance of some Spaniard ami 
Portuguese, and to ascertain what he could by circum- 
ventions, so that his real intentions should not be sus- 
pected. " 'If the information thus obtained agreed with 
that furnished by the French and Scotch ships, it might 
he relied upon. The particulars he was specially to 
' nquir^ after were as follows : — 

* Moneon, p. 199. 
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ff The number anew quality of all ships atlCfcdiz 
or at St. Lucar. SecAidly, whether the galleons you 
are imployed to hear kin after J*e gone tc^th/ jinxes, 
or no ^ or fc whether th0y came over the bar the last 
spring tide ; or if they be *not gone, to aemand the 
cause of their stay, or when they will depart. To^eiiy 
quire whether there be any ships appointed to ftmvoy 
them to the Canaries, and how maij^, and their names, 
because I have a catalogue of Sl^/^ kiqg of Spain’s 
ships, and may judge of thei* strength accordingly.^ 
To learn whether they are* after their ordinary course 
of sailing, for fear of her majesty’s •shijg lyq^ig upon 
their coast. Speak nothing of tfyeir wealjJlS lest it 
should give some cause of mistrust. I wilLuot write ^ 
thus particularly, either to the Englishmans the Hol- 
lander ; but^they havfng my letters to credit what you 
shall say? and shewing my hand to these instructions, 
it will be sufficient to give them satisfaction.” * 

He Vas also particularly charge not to suffer any . 
of the bark’s company to go ashore, nor near enough to 
the Jioors to permit any of them to come aboard ; but 
if any of the English were to land, he was to caution 
them strictly not to betray any knowledge of where 
Monson lay, or of any of the queen’s ships, but rather 
to say that it was four^nonths since*they left England. 

If the cleanliness of the ship Should stftra to contradict 
this statement, they were to say •that they had refitted 
at Mpgothor, an island in Barbary. when the neces- 
sary intelligence was thus obtained, captain Love was 
to rejoin the admiral at the place, where he left him ; 
but, missing him there, he was to sail for Puerto Santo, 
near Madeira, “ where,” says Monson, confident of the 
issue, <f I iiftend to refit my ships after the fight, if I 
chance to meet with the galleons aforesaid.” • 

At Terceira, captain Whiskens was despatched in a 
small caravel, for a similar purpose, and instructed to 
keep company with the Primrose of London, wljich was 


* Monson, p. 200. 
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bou^d^for Graciosa, till he arrijled at that island, and 
then to^>ly into the road of Villa Franca and St. Michael, 
whQreij^was to endeavour toi speak with the ship* 
riding there under Scotch colour^, hut which were pro- 
perly English. In order tA avoid suspicion, he was to 
Apeak with ^thera in the night. 

^ Th5 particulars he was to inquire after, were : as to 
the state of the W^st Indian fleet; whether they still 
continued at the^i^anhs waiting for a convoy from 
Spain ; * the time of their departure, and the port to 
which they intended to repair ; whether they kept their 
treasurers hp£rd,\>r, if landed, at what distance they 
rode fronuthe shore whether they had any intelligence 
, as to the English ships being out at sea ; and any other 
information he could obtain. 

Having satisfied all these demands, captain Whiskens 
was to proceed to Terceira to examine thel?tIle*of the 
ships there, and ascertain whether it would be possible 
, to surprise them at &:• hor. If he found tne treasure- 
fleet gone, he was to make no stay, but to return to the 
coast of Spain, where he would find the adroiial ten or 
twelve leagues west from the rock ; but if the fleet was 
still hovering about, waiting for a convoy, then he was 
to communicate with som«> English man-of-war, and 
deliver a certain letter with which he was charged by 
Mon son for that' purpose.® 

This letter, aftpr setting forth that her majesty was 
apprised of the ai rival of the plate-fleet at the island 
of Terceira, and had sent several ships to intercept it 
on its homewai'l passage, enjoins all English captains 
and masters to help, aid, and assist captain Whiskens 
in the weighty service in which he was engaged, and 
then proceeds to give them the following minute in- 


structions : f7 — 

“ If you shall understand the plate-fleet intends not 
to return home without ships to guard it, that you pre- 
sently thereupon use the best means to give notice to 
sir Richard, or me, when you shall know by captain 
Whiskens where to find us ; or else that you'xeep the 
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road of Angra, and stfid captain Whiskens hin Aelf to 
look in ; which soever if you comes, must ohsexA these 
directions following : — iUpon the Spanish fj^etjg putting 
to sea, both of you w pursue them asten^’till'you 
bring them to the height they mean to Irail in ; and 
that done, then one of you to lose company of theim 
in the night, and to ply with all^ speed to th#> jJlaee 
aforesaid, to meet sir Richard oryme. And that the 
other bark do still attend the if they should 

alter their height, she may in manner leave them 
in the night, and follow t£e di/ections^iforesaid, as tb^ 
other bark is directed ; but with this caution^that you 
keep a strict account of the shifting of tffe vri*ds, from 
the time you left them, until your meetiqyg with us;, 
for knowing their height, and observing the winds 
shi/ting, there will b? little doubt of our meeting. The 
service yoii will do to the queen and state by this, and 
the good that will redound to yourself, needs no repe- 
tition*; ani therefore, n^t doubt*Bj^>f your willingness 
and care therein, 1 bid you farewell.*** 

Stonson also mentions, that during the Spanish waT 
lie knew the state to use a stratagem of a different kind, 
when it was thought desirable to obtain information 
respecting the condition of*the Spanish navy, the places 
where their ships lay, ^md their funfl slung and building. 
This stratagem was to send a spy, dUguised as a Pil- 
grim, to travel through all the ports of Biscay and 
Galhcia, pretending to be on his $ay to offer up his 
devotions to St. Ja go de Compostella ; by which means 
he was enabled to obtain all the information he required, 
and to return with a full relation of how things stood. 

The elaborate commentaries drawn up by sir Wil- 
liam Monsfcn on naval affairs, embrace every item of 
practical importance or professional interest^ and the 
improvements that were rapidly adopted, under the 
auspices of the new commission, may be referred in no 
inconsiderable degree to the suggestions he submitted to 
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the government, and the energy Jjwith which he proses 
1620. cuted Utem. The failure of th® expedition to Algiers, 
ho^re^r\instead of restoring h/fn to the favor of the 
admiralty, its complete vindication of the advice he 
had given tnem, seems rather to have operated to his 
prejudice, spice it proved to the world, that the govern- 
ment foere wrong apd that he was right ; and, with 
the obstinacy wMcki^frequently commits men to fresh 
errors from a relj^t^nce to acknowledge the errors of 
fit past 1 , the administration resolved to attempt new and 
still more hazardous enterprifes, in the hope of repair- 
ing that^igl^riouS' discomfiture. These undertakings 
were alsfc^ contrary to Monson’s advice, and, of course, 
/he remained unemployed. 

He appear to have remonstrated in vain against the 
inexperience of the persons employed in theconduct of 
these expeditions, at a time when “the reahn* never 
enjoyed braver and more warlike ships, commanders of 
t greater antiquity aqdwiilour, seamen of greater L expe- 
rience and skill, or more abundance and choice of 
ammunition and arms.” A great person in .authority* 
he tells us, was spoken to by one of greater blood thaik 
himself, who observed to hirn, in a friendly spirit, that 
he did not see a man of ^.perience employed in the 
( fleet, which made him doubt of its success ; to which 
the “great persbh” answered, “not,” says Monson, 
“like one that thinks*’ example of more weight than 
conceit, but rudely, rashly, and disrespectfully : That 
they we’-e all fools wdio commanded in the queen's 
time, in ^comparison of those now employed. l$Mt it 
might have been more truly told him. That men in 
authority, who govern more by will and chance, than 
by reason and advice, are dangerous in a 1 state ; for 
nothing is .so, great a weakness, as for a man to. think 
he knows much, when in effect he knows nothing at 
all.” * 

162 5. The fyst. of these ill-managed undertakings was an 

expedition against Cadiz, in 1625. King James died 
on the 25 th of March, and left the country in a state 
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of incertitude as to wh^her war or peace should Jndle ; 
the balance of probabilities* however* being on j pe side 
of hostilities. The prince immediately upon Ms acces- 
sion determined the quwtion, less* however* upon pfjblic 
than private grounds. He faas offended at the delays 
that had been offered by Spain to defer th^e marriage^ 
then in treaty with his sister, nor jvas he well pleased 
with the reception he had met in Jffis journey to that 
country. He accordingly resol?ecr present these af- 
fronts, and ordered out a fleet tg sea, with rather more 
haste than discretion. TJie winter g?asou was ap- 
proaching, his commanders were ydun^and^intried* 
and a variety of other forbidding circumstances con- 
spired to render the prospects of tlie expedition suffi- , 
ciently gloomy. • 

before tl|e fleet sailed Monson communicated to a 
noble ftifhd numerous arguments in detail, to show the 
hopelessness^ of a project of such magnitude, commenced 
at sucfl an unpropit ious Beason year and under 

such unpromising auspices. <e I have addressed to 
you, ' he observes in this able statement, “ my opinion 
this secret and concealed fleet, whose design and un- 
known orders, gave cause of admiration, and, conse- 
quently, of censure ; ever^u^n judging as his fancy 
leads him, but all concluding of victory to us and ruin 
to Spain* whithei it is conceived to be 111 tended, by the 
rendezvous of ships and men to the western parts ; 
some.threatening Portugal, some the islands, others the 
bay o? Cadiz and city of Seville ; others the jfcite of 
Geno% and islands adjacent; some the West* Indies* 
and the fleet from thence expected.” 

He begins his examination of these various aspects 
of the undertaking with Portugal, showing that the 
nature of the shore was disadvantageous tojthe invader* 
and in like manner favourable to the enemy resisting ; 
that the men must of necessity be landed in boats* 
which could not contain the number of the soldiers at 
thrice ferrying ; and that, consequently, only one third 
part o£*the men would be engaged at the time of the 
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gre^tak need; nor could the ca&le of Lisbon be forced 
excep&by field-pieces, which c<*ild not be landed from 
tl^^JLpf^a castle or harbouf to shelter them. The 
peoj/le, ahto, were unfavourable*^) the English, and the 
barrenness \>f the country Vas such that it could not 
-yield subsistence to an army. 

^ Ths islands, including Terceira, the Canaries, and 
the A acres, presented a still more hopeless prospect* 
having not a single -hkrbour to entertain ships, there 
being nothing but'bp^n bays, subject to numerous 
r dangers from tl\$ winds.and^the waters, and exposed to 
storms great violence, which commonly lasted nine 
months the year, during which time the shores were 
„ in the highest degree hazardous. 

Cadiz, fatal to the Spaniards and fortunate to the 
English on two memorable occasions in the reig^ of 
Elizabeth, holds out many advantages to the invader. 
But Monson predicted that the fleet in this instance 
was too late, andj£&1 the Indian ships would have 
departed before they could arrive there. 

If an invasion of the continent of Spain were in- 
tended, especially of Andalusia and Seville, the pro- 
vinces which, above all others, flow with milk and 
honey, there ought to bfvnmsidcration, says the ex- 
perienced admiral/ of the plan ot landing, the distance 
and fatigue of fehe march in an insufferable parching 
sun, which our soldier never could endure ; besides 
stores, carriages/ and other necessaries, ought to be 
though^ of, for which no provision whatever had* been 
made. “ I will not much insist upon the attempt/' he 
continues, “ because I think it is much less reasonable 


than any of the rest ; first, in seeking to invade a 
country where we have neither friend nof faction, but 
shall find. their hands and hearts all join to repulse us ; 
a country populous, and the more for their mighty and 
continual trade, fronting upon their enemies in Barbary, 
which makes them ready to receive every alarm, and 
put themselves under arms. If we believe history, and 
not a hundred years before Spain was grown ‘great by 
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their Indies, the moors'of Grenada had often mop /en 
by five degrees to invade Andalusia, out of their/order- 
ing territories, than wetcarry, and could RotJpTpvajl ; 
then wjiat hope can w<rexpect, Spain being^Cinccrifaat 
time ao mightily increased ifi greatness and wealth ? 

t( It seems we make less account of the strength^ 
of Spain than of any other country of Europe f for t 
am persuaded no kingdom, having Naming of the ap- 
proach of an enemy, is so unjfirofidjfij that they will 
suffer 12,000 or 14,000 men s to inarch quietly forty 
or fifty leagues into their country.”* 9 m 

With respect to Genoa and the ^Straits, the 

expedition was expected to invest as one mul- 

tifarious objects, Monson points out the nec^sity in the * 
first instance of securing a safe port for* defence and 
relief not far from Tiome ; “ for,” he adds, <f where 
soldier* ^tre transported far by sea, ships cannot con- 
tain victuals to maintain them , and to hope for suc- 
cour the country invaded^sssgj^ too desperate a # 
thought.” But the design upon Genoa was full of 
great' danger, because no harbour could be secured 
nearer than Marseilles in France, which is 100 leagues 
distant. Nor did it appear that any effectual impression 
could be made on the the sea. “ I do not 

conceive,” says Monson, tc we sifkll either hurt or 
damnify the city of Genoa by this adfenture of ours ; 
for, in anchoring near the shoref the lanthern of Genoa 
will ^eat us from the road ; if furtlfbr off, we cannot 
hinder the gallies going in and out, but thejyjill be 
able to relieve the town in spite of us ; besides, other 


stratagems may be used by gallies to fire us. I confess, 
if Corsica or Sardinia could be surprised, they would 
yield us relfef and refreshment, with good harbours for 
our safety.” t . • 

The West Indies, according to Monson, afforded less 
temptation than all points of attack. Nothing could 
be got by proceeding against them, and grea| loss or 
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hazWtt must be encountered fn the attempt. The 
strong \jtowns were sufficiently fortified to stand a siege 
agdna|\jmv$ders who had no means of replenishing 
themfeel veil, with provisions; ami if even these towns 
were taken, the provisions procured in them would be 
comparatively useless, consisting solely of cattle which 
would* not take^dt^and which would be unfit for con- 
sumption at the expiration of three or four hours. On 
the other hand, k*ea1c towns are never trusted with 
wealth any valued apd the inhabitants are always 
prepared to quit, them op the- sudden, carrying off their 
goods otjiurying thorn in the earth. 

AH tfcv^e prophecies, as far as they applied to the 
, limited coqrse which the expedition actually attempted, 
were literally fulfilled. A few days after the ships 
put out to sea the long boats were lost^ ami other 
damage sustained, in consequence of the tempestuous 
state of the weather, which scattered the ships, and 
rendered it cxtreojuaki' lifficult for the fleet to keep 
together. It was intended that they should put into 
St. Lucar, but they found it impossible, so* many diffi- 
culties were opposed to it by the captains and masters. 
The general demanded of them why they did not ex- 
plain those difficulties to kirwoiajesty at Plymouth, in 
the council that w& held there before they departed ? 
to which they afifewered, i* It was the depth of winter, 
and stormy.” But that was a circumstance which they 
knew quite as w/d before they left England as after ; 
and it, afforded, moreover, no satisfaction whatever of 
the question. “What w r as this," exclaims MonBOn, 


4< in answer to the impossibility of going to St. Lucar? 
Could the summer remove the bar, and give them a 
safe entrance? could the summer season u give them 
more knowledge of pilotship than they had before their 
coming thither? or did they not know that winter was 
approaching* when they were called to the council at 
Plymouth, for it could not be above twenty days more 
winter tfmn it was when they were at Plymouth ?” 

The general was even more culpable in his ighorance 
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than the captains. Instead of knowing how t| yeg t 
this strange answer of his officers, be tells us tk tl when 
they replied to him in this way he could say no 
them, “ seeing I was fA great seaman.” Tjpa w>tf an 
avowal* of incapacity not likely to be pasred over in 
silence by the old admiral. (e W ould any man,’* ask^ 
Monson, i( thus confess his ignorance fa a ^oimnand he 
undertook? or wov^id any man ev?j»Eake upon him the 
charge of a general by sea, that bad never past further 
than between England and Holland ? It were # good to 
know whether he sought ^the employment, or whether 
it was put upon hirn against his,vdlf: if he was led 
into it by ambition, let him answer his%ror#and that 
with severity ; if it was procured by others, nhey ought 
to have the same chastisement he deserveS. Betwixt * 
the one and the othft, it is a pity the kingdom should 
bear thtf dishonour.” 

The dilemmas of the fleet soem to have increased as 


they advanced. In one of the councils they held, 

it was determined at last to bear inSTthe bay of Cadiz, * 
and anchor liefore port St. Mary. Another council was 
now held, when it was resolved to open an assault on 


fort Puntal ; but having advised f * with the most expe- 
rienced captains and the general discovered 

that this “ was difficult for waftt of water;” whereupon, 
says he, “ at three of the cliyk in thtWmorning I arose, * 
and received the communion aboard the Ark- Royal ; 
aftej^ which I commanded the master to carry up the 
ship to Puntal, but he excused it, for want of water.” 
Upon this frivolous narrative Monson observes m bis 
rough, vigorous, and sensible way — “ Here is still di- 
rection, writing, and communion when there should be 
fighting; ffnd because he speaks of the communion, it 
is not improper to set down what queen Elizabeth said 
of the like success in 15.90. Sir John Ifawkins being 
sent general of a fleet to sea, spent seven months with- 
out taking one Spanish ship. At his return he writ a 
long apology to the queen, and, for his condition, told 
her tti&t Paul planteth, Apollo watereth, and God giveth 
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tbd^nlrease. ‘ God’s death (said the queen upon reading 
his letter), this, fool went out a soldier, and is come 
^^oni^Sdivine.' ” * 

TSJje exploits of this farcidd general are, on the 
whole, more humourous than instructive ; and thfc record 


of them would be idle for any useful purpose, were it 
SioMh^t thdy afford an apt illustration of the great evils 
that are sometime^fnflicted upon a nation by favoritism 
and corruption, in tjief choice of individuals to fill re- 
sponsible posts. *in\his instance, there was no colora. 
c'ble excuse for intrusting so important an expedition to 
so incompetent an*officer, there being at the very same 
time, sofipe of the most experienced commanders in the 
service uik-m ployed.' The incapacity of this. general to 
conduct such an enterprise, or even to assume any duty 
whatever connected with the navj, was not less glaring 
than the folly with which, on his return homt, t he ex- 
posed himself to the castigation of his contemporaries. 
Not content withjiajjpg brought the undertaking to a 
contemptible issue, he considered it advisable, perhaps 
for the purpose of vindicating his reputation, or, ihore 
probably, of gratifying his vanity, to publish a narrative 
of his proceedings. This publication drew an acute 
and masterly criticism fronj^jyionson, who, replying to 
it paragraph by paragraph, reduced the vain glory of 
the pompous historian to, rags, and traced the original 
causes of the failure of the project to the ignorance, 
weakness, andinchcision of those to whom its execution 


was committed. After laying bare all the errors of the 
expedition, Monson thus characterises the publication 
in which they were attempted to be defended : — “ I 
confess, nothing in your discourse doth make it appear 
to be writ by a soldier at land or sea, but Vi plain and 
absurd style, the unpropcr terms used by sea and in 
ships, and the often repetition of some words, which is 
not proper ;n oratory. From soldiers, neither eloquent 
words nor forms are requir’d ; their actions must give 
matter for scholars to amplify upon ; and though this 
may excuse the writing of the pamphlet, yet it can no 
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more clear you of blame in your callage of the 
than the projector of it ; it being hard to judgi, whe- 
ther of you two deserved the most shame^ tfof jp - 
advising the other in executing.” * J y 

There has rarely been a more striking illustration of 
the danger of rushing into print in defence of a doubts 
ful cause than was exhibited on] this occasion. ^If* the 
general had remained silent under hi#* discomfiture, the 
affair might have passed over aa<^ been forgotten, but 
his book produced a discussion that jfot only ppt every 
body in possession of all the cifcumstances of the case,* 
but kept them long before the public *Tn another place 
Monson observes : “ Most men, I conflRss, hjS#T an ill 
opinion of the voyage before their* going, ahorse after 
their return, but worst of all upon publishing the pam- 
phlet ; for it has stepp'd the mouths of all those that 
coifkl farce arguments to excuse it: some, out of chanty 
and good-nature, forbore to think the worse of it ; some, 
out o£ judgment, did no morejjondemn it than an ac- 
tion that failed by fortune in the ex&ttfion ; some, that * 
wowld seem wiser than others, said, that there was a 
greater mystery in it than the ordinary people conceived; 
some said, they had intelligence with Cadiz, or other 
places of importance, b u t tock no success. But this 
book has discovered a^ior1*fcey fi«d the project here 
as ridiculous as the executioi^of it/' # 

The confessions of the writer of this unlucky book 
certainly exhibit marvellous simplicity, for in relating 
the ^nost ridiculous events of the voyage, hejttftdly 
seems conscious, that they are likely to subjecttBm to 
the contempt of his readers. Pursuing the narrative 
of the proceedings upon the approach to Puntal, he 
tells us, that on “ the 25th there was a motion to march 
four or five miles to recover some boats, to serve instead 
of their long-boats they had lost at sea f and so they 
marched forward and back again, brought^ away their 
boats, spoiled the fishermen’s nets, masts, and other 
provisions they there found.” • 


* Monson, p. 251. 


f Ibid. p. 248. 
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which Mfpson observes, “ Here was marching 
forwald and backward, which we may properly call a 
These boats, I confess, saved your honour ; 
foN^omreJung you did upon Ahem, though you did 
nothing upon the ships ; and for your attempt ufpon the 
fishermen’s nets, you made the enemy have a feeling of 
t it, fthof being tied to observe fasting days from fish, 
which now they hsifst want.”* 

This “marching*” 4s doubtless a specimen of the 
misappropriation^)!' terms referred to in a former place 
"’by Monson ; and, wh&n the writer of the book talks 
about marching* backwards and forwards, and bringing 
away bflgits. It*! has not even the poor excuse of a bad 
jest to sekup for such an abuse of technical language. 

On the* 1 same day, that was distinguished by this 
dance of boats, the colonels met a: Puntal ; and after a 
serious deliberation they resolved that nbthi#\g cbuld 
be done upon the Spanish ships, in consequence of the 
wind and tide, whicj^, they s-aid was the e very ^reason 
why lord Essex/^tf 1 59G, could send no ships “to do 
the enemy harm.” This assertion Monson extinguishes 
with as much good humour as could be fairly expected 
from him, with his recollections of the triumphant and 
valiant conduct of Essex fr$jh in his mind. “ I con- 
fess/’ he observes^ “ thVt it*V/y lord of Essex had 
followed your example, to be talking three or four days 
of what he performed, almost in as many hours, he had 
done the enemy no more harm than you ; but what he 
didpAid by the good advice he did it, 1 have slSewed 
befof^f and if you call it no harm to the enemy, to 
have the best ships Spain ever enjoyed, burnt and taken, 
to the number of nine-and-fifty sail, with a mass of 
wealth in them ; and this to be done in* despight of 
your fort, which takes up three leaves of paper in your 
book of difficulties ; I say, if this be no harm, and 
your taking of fishermen, boats, and nets, be a spoil and 
harm, I confess yours were the honourable action, and 


* Monson, pp. 248, 249. 
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that of my lord of Essex of small consequence 
spect of yours/’* ) 

The imbecility of the councils held thrpufwioarc ib»> 
entire of this grotesqueAexpedition, constitute a ’promi- 
nent fAture in its history. The individuals who offi- 
ciated at them seem to have been utterly unacquainted 
with the usages of the service, the managenAnt of sflips, 
the seas in which they rode, and the^coast they came to 
invade. Sometimes they were pq^out of their calcula- 
tions by the dangers they apprehended from theamemy ; 
sormdimes they were frustrated? by the^most trivial ac- 
cidents; and sometimes l*y their # *v™ culpability in 
neglecting to avail themselves of favourabl? opportunities. 
But the most formidable obstacle fliey had contend 
against was the wind. Whenever they wyJIied to land 
at Port St. Mary the wind invariably blew right in 
theft* t$«th, fmd forced them to abandon their design ; 
and when they wanted to get out of the way, still the 
wind was atpiinst. them, and thq^we re fo rced to remain 
where they were. Whatever appearSF'most desirable 
at tlfti moment was always defeated by an adverse wind, 
and at last the winds, which had so long thwarted their 
heroic aspirations, blew them (not exactly, however, 
against their consent) horjjy^and landed them safely on 
the hospitable shores ox** J kinsan* which, under circum- 
stances of a different kind, ha^l mo oftet# before received 
die intrepid mariners of England# 

That this enterprise, had it been conducted with the 
requiSUe vigour and judgment, might have been ^ifftered 
formidable if not fatal to Spam, there is very *Tit tie 
doubt ; and Monson attributes its failure solely to the 
rashness with which it was projected, and the miserable 


spirit of ignorance that pervaded its execution. He 
says, that “in many ages (or rather in no age) shall we 
have the like opportunity again to annoy the state of 
Spain, as was then offered us, if our land forces had 
been discharged at the beginning of summer, when they 
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* Mpnson, p. 2+9. 
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first raised, and the fleet employed upon a sea 
acten %ily ; for, take it for a maxim, that sea and land 
together are the banc of one another, as 
exp^anc^has made it appear. el< At this time, that the 
expedition was undertaken, we well knew the Spanish 
ileet had dispossess'd the Hollanders of the town of 
Bayt;, in Brazil, a little before taken by them ; we like- 
wise knew they wore to return to Spain with a million 
of pounds in wealth*; which after proved true. 

“ And yet thisVas* not all, and the worst that Spain 
* was to receive from us : this happened when they had 
no suspicion of us«a,s enemies, nor any shew of Hostility 
made, tSLgive\hem warning or distrust, 

“If therefore we 1 had employed our fleet, then in 
readiness, to the Terccira islands, where we assuredly 
knew the Spaniards would touch in their return, as 
indeed they did, all scatter'd and ill provided^we iiad 
without all doubt or question intercepted them, and 
possess’d so much wgglth of theirs, as wouhL have 
maintain'd a lu^ti war against them, till his majesty 
had been reveng'd of the affront offered lijiii, as c was 
conceived at his b»urig in Spain. 

“ Besides this wealth, we had cutoff’ his fleet, which 
consisted of fifty or sixtwnf his best galleons, which 
in an age could not be i£MoriT?v. hereby he would have 
been unable tovindertake any action against us. This 
was discover’d to soi^c, before the fleet’s going out; 
but either neglected or not believed." * 

1627. TWi't withstanding the issue of this ill-contrived' pro- 
ject, - another scheme of nearly a similar nature was 
attempted iu 7. I bis undertaking appears to have 
been equally unfortunate, both in the original plan and 
its subsequent management. The object* was to sur- 
prise the isle of Khe, for which purpose the rendezvous 
was applied at Portsmouth on the 17th of June. 
Several provision-ships that had attended the army to 
Plymouth were drawn together here, but in making 
their wfoy one of them was lost. 


* Moiuon, p. 252. * 
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The first objection Monson takes to the design -J-mi 
objection which includes the causes of all the nrischftfg 
that ensued — is the place of rendezvous. # The otsoas* 


he urges against resofting to Portsmouth thypoint 
of meeting, will hold equally valid on all similar occa- 


sions. “ You must understand,” he observes, “ tha| 


Stoke’ s Bay, where our ships rode^ ie fbrty^ea£ues 
from Plymouth, by the way of St. Helen a Pdlnt ; and 


the course of the channel is t%^-n<jjth-east and west- 
south-west: Ushant, which is the head-land ofgFrance, 


and by which you must gass either from Plymouth or* 
Portsmouth, if you will sail to St.^Martin’s, isjpenty* 
six leagues from Plymouth, south- weSlerly y*so that 


there w'as forty leagues', run to fctfli those Ships which 
could have brought themselves ; and a ship lost, which 
had not so happened, but by their going to fetch 
them.** * 


Having met, however, at Portsmouth, and an easterly 
wind prevailing at the time, th^ should have consulted 
as to their future proceedings before ventured out. 
There lay before them a choice of three courses : — 1. To 
keep to sea with :i wind which must inevitably bring 
them in a short space to leeward. — 2. To laud in 
Conquet road, or some part of France. — ,S. To 
return to Plymouth oFFalmouMi, tlfcre to await a more 
favourable opportunity. these tUlee courses the 
first w r as obviously the most dangerous; and, with the 
usual indiscretion which marked thuir councils, they 
determined upon adopting it. The result w^?YaTtly 
what might have been anticipated by any experienced 
mariner ; they kept the sea until they were to leeward 
of the French shore, and foolishly spent a whole day in 
chasing sonlb Dunkirkers, when/’ says Monson, ‘ in 
two hours they might have discerned whether they 
could fetch them up or no." If they hatftmade Ply- 
mouth or Falmouth the point of departure* they would 
have been carried direct to St. Martin’s in two or three 


* Monson p. 
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da^r, without any risk of being scattered at sea ; but as 
it . was, * they were exposed to a continuation of foul 
-aasgatnbir, and got so far to leeward, that, even if they 
would^th^j could not have recovered either of^ their 
ports. At last the ships were dispersed by storm ; sixty 

them arriving at the citadel of St. Martin's, the chief 
strerfgtk-of the isjar^d, on the 10th of July, and the 
remainder on the fallowing day. The arrival of these 
ships, in this disc’d e*lv c way, completely frustrated the 
object of the expedition. Had the whole fleet arrived 
^together, the islapd would h^ve been surprised, and all 
its pr ec isions seized ; but the time which was thus 
afforded^ by tfle inegular approach of the vessels, 
enabled thd ’'French to secure themselves in the castle. 
Of 6000 or, 7000 troops, which formed the military 
force of this expedition, it was Supposed that more 
than one half perished before the English It ft the 
island. 

Referring to ih es^ juflr^al failures, Monsofi gives the 
following excellent piece of advice to all future com- 
manders ; — “ Thus/’ he says, “ 1 have run over such 
errors as I have briefly collected out of the ill-carry ’d 
action to the island of St. Martin's, wishing that ge- 
nerals may not only secvjwtsforesee, that they may 
with judgment determine whatthey shall put into ex- 
ecution, before ftey attempt it with force and courage; 
for great actions ought v> be resolved on by leisure, and 
performed with £peed. They should not say and stay, 
hut~||y «nd do. They must consider, that the f tirst 
enterprise iu war gets the best reputation ; and a thing 
well begun is half ended.” * 

The rashness of these expeditions was rendered still 
more conspicuous by the spirit of oppositibn, that was 
eiery day becoming more and more manifest between the 
king and the parliament. Immediately after his acces- 
sion, in 1695, Charles proposed the attempt upon Cadiz, 
wot only against the feeling of parliament, but without 


* Monson, p. 253. 
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sufficient funds to carry it on. He hoped, probids^, 
by precipitating a foreign war, to divert the hoi^e. of 
commons from the consideration of the grievance IVbiafe* 
the patriots were constantly pressing upon tfrejfcfention 
of the people ; and, he was so intent upon the project, 
that he went to Plymouth in person to inspect the prq^ 
parations. The difficulty of obta\pi«g ^he ^ecdssary 
means, however, was so great, that he endrfvoured to 
remedy it by raising a forced Jpan^ through circulars 
addressed to the lieutenants of counties, by procuring 
money upon his plate apd Jewels, and even by theP 1 
plunder of the Spanish maritime t#wns, the cojjynandttr 
of the expedition having been distinctly in&tfhicted to 
save the wealth of any town thaf might J9k taken, to- 
wards the charge of the fleet. * Thus, persisting in 
equipping expensi\te armaments at a time when the 
exigencies of the royal treasury had reduced the king 
to the last extremity, the ship-money tax, devised by 
the -infairibus Noy, was adopted as a la st resource to 
sustain the unpopular schemes of uRPTnfatuated mo- 
narch. The history of the ship-money controversy is 
too well known to require any particular notice in this 
place. It was imposed by the king, and resisted by 
the people ; and, while . the one hand, it conferred 

imperishable infamy ‘on the nkine 0f Noy, it drew out, 
on the other, the patriotic energy* of the virtuous 
Hampden. • 

Sir William Monson was amongst the few who de- 
fended the levy of the obnoxious shii>-mone^*btir his 
motives, however untenable, were pure and disinterested. 
Looking only to the honour of the country, and remem- 
bering, with strong feelings of resentment, all the wrongs 
and insults? we had endured from the Dutch, he sought 


* “ Our rashness in there expeditions,” says Monsortf “ Appear’d greater 
than our discretion, in bidding defiance to the two mighty and potent 
princes of Europe, Spain and France, both at 01 e time, without help or 
assistance from aluoad, and under the uncertainty of niemey, the then par- 
liament opposing his majesty's demands. To the Spaniards we only showed 
our teeth, with a desire to lute, France provided tor us an# plucked out 
our teeth before we could lute, as is to be heen by the unfortunate and un- 
advised expedition to the isle oi Illie, winch left such a mark of dishonour 
upon our nation as lormer times could never be taxed with.” — p. 
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tckimpress upon his countrymen the obligation of sub- 
scribing liberally to punish that insolent power. With 
■"th* gallant spirit of a British admiral, he desired above 
all things tp vindicate the sovereignty of the sep, nor 
could he discern in the inode adopted by the monarch 
raising the requisite funds, the slightest encroachment 
upon tb* rights cf /he people. He looked upon all 
kinds of \yranny with such abhorrence, that he could 
not even suspect apjfroaches in England, regarding 
it as an impossibility under a constitution so carefully 
^fenced round by t safeguanls. f “ God he thanked/' he 


€&clainu*’n his discftv>rse upon ship-money, <c this king- 
dom nev& admitted of tyrants’ title ; ” so far was he from 
supposing tfyat, at the same moment, he was employed 


in advocatingrone of the most oppressive measures that 
had ever been forced upon the nation. 

His arguments are wholly confined to the* grand 
object of retaliating upon the Dutch, against whom he 
f felt an old grutlge^j^jiia?" die longed to gratify. “ Here 
is an occasion/’ fa says, “ offered for all true English- 
men, to have a feeling of public and national wrong ; 
for a reproach to a 'discreet man is more than the lance 
of ail enemy. What affront can be greater, or what 
can make a man valiantep^k^ a dishonour done to 
one’s prince and cdlintry, especially by a people that 
was wont to kru5\v no mor than how to catch, pickle. 


and feed upon fish, Pill now they arc made drnnk 
wi th ou r English ? and so rude ami unruly, ^that 
they at us, their next and best neighbours and 

friends ? ” 


The entile purpose of the discourse is to show, that, 
as the whole country was disgraced by the insolent con- 
duct of the Dutch, so the whole country oitght to co- 
operate in seeking revenge — the rich by subscriptions, 
and the poor by their persons. He even suggests that 
if the opportunity should be suffered to pass away, 
Holland, taking advantage of our inertion, with nothing 
“ but a pond betwixt us/’ would gradually excel us in 
her shipping, and at last strike successfully at our ma- 
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xifeirae power. “ It will be better/ 1 he observes, *jpr 
you to contribute now, whilst you have something, jnan 
to be bereaved of all you have.” So strongly yis ^he 
impressed with the ird^ortance of chastising ami crush- 
ing $ese daring fishermen, that he considereano sacri- 
fice too great for accomplishing bo desirable an enjj. 
* ( Do, like the matrons of Rome^hfc exclaims, • “ in 
case of necessity, who, wanting a ctrp of gol<^o present 
to Apollo, contributed towardajf wi^^their jewels and 
bracelets ; for which they received tne reward pi virtue, 
honour, and fame.” 0 m 

Although arguments of this (^^iption, spri n ging 
from the resentment of an old seamaff jealdSs of Ms 
country’s naval reputation, had* no effe#t upon the 
people, who were at that moment too mdch engrossed 
with domestic discontents to give much attention to 
the affairs of Holland, they were not thrown away upon 
the king, who soon found a colorable pretext for acting 
upon then?. The Dutch carried their insolence to such 
a yitch, that the king’s flag was no ^ 
cveh in the narrow seas ; and the^ not only fished in 
British waters with impunity, but^mployed the cele- 
brated (Irotius to assert their right in a treatise called 
“ Mare Liberum.” SehJ^n was commanded by the 
king to answer this treatise, which he did in another 
entitled “ Mare Clausum.'^ But ih# question still re- 
mained unsettled. It was likely to be decided by 
a paper war ; and the wily and uc{jvc proceedings of 
the Dutch speedily brought it to a tangible is#»e. * 
Frequent offers of amity had been madeU ilblland, 
but they were treated with inexplicable indifference; 
and at length a disposition was exhibited to form an 
alliance wfth France to the exclusion of England. After 
along negociation between the two countries, an offensive 
and defensive league was finally entered # iu(o, by which 
France was pledged to declare war . again Spain. Such 
a combination was justly regarded with suspicion by 
Charles; nor could any satisfactory reason 1ft' assigned 
for at a time when France and England were mu- 
n 4 
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fcafly willing to afford assistance to Hollani by consent 
Tlbdangers threatened by this league were too serious 
40 * «5(pit^ of any delay in the adoption of protective 
measura ; and, intelligence re&hing England that a 
combine 3 . fleet was in preparation, the objects 0 / which 


were not declared, it was believed that the intention of 
the new allies w.a / 5 to wrest from the king of England 
1635. his ancieVi prerogative of the narrow seas. To meet 
this form idaUi , contingency, his majesty issued imme- 
diate orders for fitting out a fleet for sea ; (£ not intend- 
ing,” says Monson, “ to’ injure any nation, but to keep 
^himself and subjl-Qt^from being injured, and to curb 
'ttie iiiSency £id pride of any people that should go 
about to infringe his'/oyal prerogative.” 

While this fleet was in progress, and money was 
raising all over the country to furnish it, a variety of 
reports were spread abroad impugning the motive that 
led to so oppressive a levy. The king and his ministers 
were openly charged wijjb, making the fleet '« mere pre- 
• ioi money from the multitude, to be 

afterwards employed in other purposes *; and some tiid 
not hesitate to assort, that the fleet itself was destined 
to be employed against the liberties of the people. The 
city of London took a pronynent pait in resisting the 
demand. Being assessed for sfrven ships of war, the 
* corporation petitioned the c king for exemption, on the 
ground of ancient privilege ; but the petition was re- 
jected, and the w$it enforced by the lord mayor. The 
ohj<wtio«"s, however, that were mack to the new hur- 
thens^RJftn gave *vay, according to Monson, to a general 
conviction in favour of the design ; for, he tells us, 
<c when they saw the end in arming such a royal navy, 
and the necessity of it, to give terror to the \vorid, after 
so many imputations cast upon our nation by our former 
unfortunate actions at sea, it bred a great alteration in 
the disposition of people, as well at home as abroad.” 


* Hapin, who lived amongst the Dutch, and was not disinclined to favour 
them, says that it was manifest the king sought a quarrel with the Dutch, 
after thirty years of forbearance, only as a pretence to impose tlk tax of 
ship-money.’ 
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The armament consisted of nineteen royal vessels 
aix merchant ships, the whole commanded by the 
of Lindsey, with sir William Monson as \ic(^adm 
and sir John PenningiDn as rear admiral, wijj**, strict 
instructions to give no occasion of hostility to other 
nations, but resolutely to defend the prerogative of the* 
sea; this fleet departed from Tilbuyr ftapertm tpe 26th 
of May, 1635. -About the same time, or (rfew days 
later in the month, the French %jjd fleets joined 

at Portland, for the avowed purpose of questioning this 
prerogative, which they prqjdaiqped wherever they came. 
** But it is to be observed/* says^lonson, 
greatest threateners arc the least fightAs ; aufl so it 
fared with the^i ; for they no sooner heardjbf our rea- 
diness to find them, but they plucked in, their horns, 
and quitted # our coasft, never more repairing upon it ; 
wluch^ave great satisfaction to the shores we passed, 
that were before struck with a terror/' 

As it wa? supposed that the^nemy hadretiredujjon 
the coast of Bretagne, a bark was desmJf?!ffflrtnitnerto 
obtain information concerning their designs and re- 
sources, and returned with such intel\gence as removed 
all apprehensions of seeing anything more of them for 
the rest of the year. Tj v.#s deemed advisable, how- 
ever, to keep the sea until the Istbf October, during 
which interval, says Monson,,** we maife good our seas 
and shores, gave law r s to our neighbour nations, and 
restored the ancient sovereignty of the narrow seas to 
our gracious king, as was ever due to his^Riest^'s 
progenitors." 

The triumphant issue of this demonstration, without a 
blow being struck at either side, appears to have exer- 
cised as salufary an influence abroad, as it did at home 
in stilling the murmurs of the reluctant t$x-payers. 
While the fleet was in preparation, the foreign journals 
teemed with the most injurious aspersion® ; accusing 
the government of the basest motives, and seeking by a 
variety of insinuations and fabrications to inflame the 
disconffents of the English. Butin the sequel, all these 
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calumnious accusations died away, and, to use the words 
OifStfie veteran Monson, the mouths of the detractors 
wer? stopped by that noble expedition, which conferred 
so honour on the king, arfcl filled his enemjes with 
terror. Some allowance must, of course be made for 
ithe enthusiasm with which sir William speaks of this 
armament, ToKt the last in which he was engaged* 

He wi " now sixty-six years of age, and may Ik* sup- 
posed not bstfn unwilling to retire from the 

hardships of his profession ; although he was ready to 
16*56. serve again hai] he boen acquired In the following 
^'^r^econd flt£Mvas fitted out for the same purpose 
as thaf of the year preceding, his majesty finding so 
much advfptage from it that he resolvecj to persevere in 
his intentions, so that it should not be looked upon by 
other nations as a sudden or ostentatious determination, 
‘ but rather as a fixed resolution to assert and Amin tain 
the sovereignty of the seas. This fleet was placed under 
jj|£ command of the «p»-l of Northumberland, recently 
created ford nigh admiral, sir John Pennington being 
appointed vice admiral, and sir Henry MaTOo*W*ar ad- 
miral. Monson ^oes not appear to have been consulted 
upon this occasion, and afterwards, in commenting upon 
the voyage, which was no* successful as could have 
been desired, he observes, 'that had his opinion been de- 
manded, he wStild have r.d vised a course which would 
have brought Holland find all her wealth to his majesty’s 
mercy, putting 'him in possession of her provinces, 
wKjyjjjfc^ might have afterwards released, if he pleased, 
upon the payment of a yearly tribute. 

Sir William Monson having now finally relinquished 
the public service*, retired to his seat at Kinnerslej in 
Surrey, where he occupied the last year's of his life 
in the composition and arrangement of his “ Naval 
Tracts.” 

These remarkable papers contain the most complete 
body of materials extant concerning the stirring period 
in which their distinguished author flourished. They 
are divided into six books, each devoted to a particular 
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section of the general sullject. Tfie first book prey 
sents a succession of narratives of the various actio&g 
that took pliice during the protracted war wyh Spain in 
the reign of Elizabeth ^showing the causes ofrjvcca- 
sional miscarriages, the advantages obtained in other in- 
stances, and exhibiting, with fearless impartiality, the | 
abuses that existed in the govern i&vaLaffilirs 

at that period, together with such suggestiom^r their 
removal as his extensive experieflq^ to point 

out. The second book is chiefly occupied within ac- 
count of the naval policy of^Jamps I. and his successor, 
of the proceedings against the pirates, with 
stratagems for their suppression, the unfSrtunatnf expe- 
ditions against^Spain and France, and oMr matters 
connected with the supreme right of the kyig oyci the 
narrow seas. # The third book treats of the admiralty, 
traoin^he duties and obligations of every officer in the * 
service, with a multitude of minute particulars connected 
with the construction of ships#*heir 
thei^ management at sea, and a varietWjJ^BTOffsu^^ 
relating to our maritime interests. Tne fourth book is 
a collection of voyages of disco very\ and conquest in 
various parts of the world from the earliest times. 

The fifth is filled with project* of naval aggrandisement; 
and the sixth is dedicated to an elaborate treatise on the 
best way of improving the ifisheries, *?s a source of 
national wealth. • 

In these tracts the character of the%writer, his pro- 
found knowledge of the great theme lie midgjtbok fo 
devclopc, and his untiring zeal in the service ofTiis 
country, are so clearly pourtrayed as to spare history the 
necessity of pronouncing any panegyrib upon his merits. 

The composition of these pieces gave ample employment 
to a mind which survived in all its original vjgour the 
decline of his bodily powers. But he dift not live to 
consign them to the press, and they were nrtf published 
until many years after his death, which took glace at 
Kinnersley in February, 1642, in the seventy- third year 16 -i 12 
his ag* He left a large family to inherit an unspotted 
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\name and a moderate fortune. He was one of the 
jjlljest commanders of his age, skilled beyond all others 
in the subtle tactics of his profession* and eminently 
distinguished by all those nrfble and valiant ^qualities 
which have long been peculiarly characteristic of the 
British navy, 
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HISTOllK AI, INTRODUCTION TO THF FJfolOD^TF TIIE COMMON- 



Teie prodigious advance maJle by th^lSitish 
tlie time of Elizabeth to the commonweafth, fonfls one 
of the most memorable passages in the maritime annals 
of the country. Hv'hatever judgment rnay bejprcnounced 
on the first ]>rinces of the house of Stuart, in reference 
to ofln^ parts of their policy, there can be no doubt 
that they contributed efficiently to strengthen and con- 
solidate the ifaval power of Eng^ud. A b rief retro spect 
of the progress of the navy up to this peJrt9fTtffl 
to tlfest* isolated biographies something of the character 
of a continuous historical narrative. ^ 

If implicit reliance were to he placed upon the gor- 
geous descriptions that have hpen handed down to us of 
the vessels of antiquity, we should bi* i ompelled to infer 
that the ancients were well acquainted vffth at least the 
fundamental principles of the art»of ship-building. Hut 
all such descriptions are deceptive ; ai'J the historians 
and jfoets to whom we are indebted for th$jjjf? beinff 
themselves ignorant of the construction of ships, seem 
rather to have been captivated by their external pomp 
and rich embellishments than, to have examined or un- 
derstood theif capacity for useful service. The honour 
of having been the original inventors of th^ art has 
been attributed by some writers to the Egyptians, and by 
others to the Phoenicians. Probably, -the farmer made 
the earliest attempts, which were rapidly improved upon 
by the bolder genius of the latter. * 

Th^first vessels employed by the Egyptians were of 
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S e rudest construction^ and( barely of sufficient security 
navigate the waters of the Nile, They were formed 
of small square planks cut from the acantha or Egyptian 
thonsy nearly three feet eacl^way, lapped over each 
other like tiles, and fastened by wooden pins. 'By this 
i simple process, without any lining of timber, the hull 
of the- Nila was completely formed, when the re- 

quisite\umber Si seats or benches were placed inside 
for the njvte^^and tfc joints being caulked with pa- 
pyrus* the fabric was ready to be launched. The in- 
troduction of a nu / formed from a strait stick of the 
a sail o! j^pyrus, and a rudder passing through 
the keGi *, weft soon suggested by necessity, and adopted. 
As these iarks, however, were incapable of stemming 
the current of the river, they were ger/erally towed by 
persons on shore; but, on returning, it was customary 
to fasten a hurdle of tamarisks across the prow**”, ftich, 
being let down into the water and steadied by ropes or 
hands of twisted reeds^hid the effect of increasing the 
"TSoatyt utWffier acting with greater force on the ex- 
tended surface <fe the hurdle, than it would have 'done 
on the vessel itsj^f. To balance ,ae head and stern, 
which might otherwise be a dec ted by the hurdle, and 
to cause the boat to swim^with an <" f< n keel, a stoic of 
considerable weight, pierced Lh’om.'i he centre, was 
suspended froffi the stern by a rop«vf Such were the 
vessels employed for centuries by the Egyptians, yet the 
accounts that lyve descended to us of thc ; r magnitude 
affid nf^ipficcnce, might almost justify us in believing 
that they were constructed with the most finished art. 

There is no doubt that even amongst the Egyptians 
and Phoenicians some of the elementary principles were 
discovered not long after they made their* incipient ex- 
periments. They must have found out, for example, 
that the breadth of a vessel, carried beyond certain pro- 
portions, regarded her progress, — that rotundity caused 
a boat to roll,— and that if the breadth were diminished 

* From xrilvi — the hold of a ship, 

f Charnuek, History of Marine Architecture, vol. i. p. !>. 
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too much, it rendered the JesseLlialie to be overset by 
any sudden shock. These points were certainly knovn 
to the Romans; but we find that they were also fami- 
liar to the inhabitants the South Sea islands^, .whose 
galleys *bear a strict analogy, in respect to contour, to 
those of the Romans and probably the Grecians. The 
wherry of the Thames waterman is huilt. npnn a similar 
plan, and is in effect little else than It galle y jjfi minia- 
ture. * Resemblances of this kijid have yfc iljBently been 
referred to in proof of the coinfnon origin of ^he arts 
of different races; but necessity, *» »shed to extremity, 
must always create expedients fiearj^^closely ujionjjjg, 
same results. YVo need not perplex oil^elves With an 
inquiry into the genealogical desceflt of the inhabitants 
of the Samlwidh islands, to satisfy our cufiosity about 
'l.e origin of tlieir ships, since we find in their modes of 
life^MnJ theft geographical position sufficient motives to 
sfim date their ingenuity i that direction. 

The invention of floating v^sels belongs to ages too 
remote to p- mit it to be traced 
woifuh tin that all countries interacted by rivers or 
lying seaward, reso d, in the first inftance of necessity, 
to the employmen !’ ' 1 " means of transport by water 

:i s thur particit 1 1 : •• : tai^es enabled them to device. 

But it is not in 1 « speculations that the interest 

of the subject he*, l.ut n the improveiftnts of modern 
times suggested by increased experience, and reduced to 
a science at itst by the progress of m^ikind in the ac- 
quisition of knowledge. Taking this view of ^ Hiistoffi 
of maritime enterprise, we shall find that the construction 
of sea- worthy ships and the formation of efficient navies 
belong to a much later period than is generally sup- 
posed. • 

The raft was the earliest resource of aboriginal na- 
tions, and from that imperfect beginning ofher modes of 
transport were gradually introduced. .We ye told that 
the only difficulty in forming these rafts a amounted 
simply to the attention that the logs or trees <Jf which 


* Charuock, vol i. p. xi. 
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% we foraedishould W 3 so firmly lashAl together 
that there nUght ifc no danger of their separating at 
hSeaking loose from each other/’ * Notwithstanding fife 
raanife danger attending f the£ crazy vessels, if such 
they nJay be called, distant and hazardous voyages were 
frequently made in them, and numerous islands in the 
Mediterranevkfttfi said to have been colonised by people 
wbo haSmo other Cleans of navigation. 

While ®F«$*irilous method of sailing was adopted in 


While l^F^jjnlous iqethod of sailing was adopted in 
some countries, a shorter course was hit upon in other 
places, where a singletree, hollowed artificially, was 
made to serve evl ^purpose* This description of vessel 
was at •first, p#jbably, limited to the accommodation of 
a single peason, rese folding the small kajaks of the Es- 
quimaux; flut, wherever the timber wa6 large enough 
to admit of greater capacity, larges canoes were scooped 
from the trunks of trees, and in some in*stanca% «hey 
were of sufficient dimensions to contain thirty persons, 
In these contrivances have the first indications of 
IfflTTO uft' J - IM f proportion s of vessels destined for war* 
and commerce, . * 

The celebrated* vessel built by Sesostris, and the 
splendid galleys of* Cleopatra, would appear from the ex- 
travagant descriptions of ^ie ancient writers to have 
been constructed with as much skill as a modern man-of- 


war: yet we kfcow that all those parts of a ship which 
are now considered essential to solidity and fleetness 
were wholly unknown even to the JtouAs. So little, 
indeed, the true principles of ship-building ufider- 
stodfT, that the galleys were sometimes built of so large 
a size* with a view to intimidate the enemy, that they be- 
came unwieldy? and sometimes so light, probably for the 
sake of rapidity in sailing, as to be unfit for*ihe purposes 
of war. Anthony lost the battle of Actium in consequence 
of the ungovernable bulk of his vessels, and the Car- 
thaginians pere frequently sacrificed by the extreme 
fragility of their boats. It has been one of the many 
triumpHb of modern art to strike the happy mean, and 


• Uidorua, b. xix. ch, 1, quoted by Chamock, 
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"tiding the early ages of the Athenian republic, & 
vessels of that state we^j little better than open boats ; 
and thfiy^were so ill adapted either for «ttacfc # or de- 
fence, that at the battle of Salan^s the largest Grecian , 
vesselwas capable of containing onlj^ghjeen soldiers, 
exclusive of the rowers and tbe persons who priced the 
gdley. It was not until after tjie time ^'bSnemistocles 
thtlt decks of platforms, placed above* the rowqfs, and 
extending from stem to stern £or the soldiers to stand 
Upon, were introduced.* * * *(* 

Iron was profusely used by the ancie#ts in Wn3Sg 
the planks and beams of their gafteys ; bu# they soon 
discovered that mails and bolts made of tfiat material 
were liable 10 corrode* and to make the timbers iron* 
nicfr,wk lich produced leakage atul decay. To avert this 

evil, they substituted brass, which, although more ex- 
pensive in ihe first outlay, proved ultimately more 
economical. But still they found gre«4 'ttoucfcdfyl^' 
closing up the planks, so as to prevent the water from 
forcing itself through. This serious inconvenience led 
to the discovery of that process which is called caulking* 
The first application of t his £ind consisted of pounded 
shells formed into a paste with waiter, which, being 
carefully introduced into the chinks, excluded the water 
for a short tipie ; but, not being adhesive, it soon 
cracked, and, filing out by degrees, igft the crevices 
open Its before to the admission of the watt^R Thiif 
mode of caulking is still used by the Chinese. ss Tffflir 
ordinary boats,” says sir George Staunton, « copsist 
of five planks only, joined together without ribs or 
timbers of any kind. These planks are bent to die 
proper shape, by being exposed some time to a flame 
of fire. They are brought to a line at eich end, and 
the edges are joined together with w.ooder^ pins, and 
stitched with b&mboo split into flexile threads, and 

m* Charaock, i 91. f Ibid. i. 99, 
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the seams afterwards smeared with a paste made ^rith 
quick-lime from lea-shells* and water.* Others arte 
inadq, of wickerwork smeared all over, and iwwietad 
watertight* by the same ifom^sition as is used for the 
former.* The process of burning the skeUjg fcnd re# 
t ducing them to lime was adopted as a remedy fo/the 
defects of the former mojje, but it was found insuf r 
ficient.^ ' r ax aha pitch were afterwards tried^but it 
was not the application of bruised flax, beaten 
with a mallet, ahd dfiven in between thi planks and 
seams of vessels, was brought into practice, that the 
*vil was finally ^/qvided against. This ingenious dis- 
cover^ was kffewn \o the Belga?, and is referred to by 
Pliny. r 

Sheathing vessels with hides, hardened for the pur 
pose, firmly attached to the bottom, and covered with a 
coat of resin or pitch, was of frequent use amojj&.t the 
ancients ; for which purpose lead appears also to have 
been employed. The discovery of Trajan's galley in 
where** it had remained under wafopr 
'upwards of 130C years, places this fact beyond doubt, 
^eo Baptist! Alberti, who inspected this curious relip, 
says that “ the fdne and cypress of which it was built 
had endured, and were then in so sound a state, as to 
be nearly incredfble: ttie bottom was, according 'ter 
the modern fiihd easily comprehended scientific term, 
doubled : the seams haft been evidently caulked with 
linen, and the whole of the external part carefully 
Smeared, m: payed with a coat of Greek pitchy over 
wflich was brought an exterior covering, or what is 
now, called a sheathing, formed of lead, rolled or beaten 
to a proper thinness, and closely attached to the bottom 
by a sufficient number of copper nails,” t Here we 
have caulking and sheathing together, above 1600 years 
ago ; “ for/* says a modern writer, “ no man can doubt 

* This circumstance, says Charnock, well explains the term of 
r by Strabo, and strangely supposed by Schaffer to mean vessels 

built with sea-shells, 
t Charnock, i. 101, 
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that the sheet of lead n*|led oven the outside with 
copper nails was sheathing, and thatnn great perfecting, 
the copper nails being used rather than iron, which, 
when once rusted in ^pter *with the working of the 
ship, soon lose their hold, and drop out.” * Tne plan 
of sheathing *ships with lead was suggested soon after 
the Restoration, but it wap not foipd d&caciyis, and 
copper^was subsequently brought i n to*generJ^ise. 

► The refinements introduced Jay the^CiSJ&and Ro- 
mans exercised, however, but a temporary influence 
Over the progress of the art, aljd nearly aM their irn- 
, provements were buried in the folf^of the Iiojn^£ Ul 
Empire. Even in the first ages of tl# Christian era 
the resources of bther navigator? were oJumsy and 
scanty ; and tll» Saxons, who covered some of the 
largest European seas with their frail vessels, seem to 
have^.Srdly emerged from aboriginal ignorance in these 
matters. “ If the fact,” observes an ingenious writer, 
ft were not established by tlie jpost unquestionable evi- 
dence, it might appear an attempt to eW»c ine cre^ 
dfclitjrof a modern reader, by the description of the 
vessels in which the Saxon pirates ventured to sport ip 
the waves of the German Ocean, the British Channel, 
and the Bay of Biscay. Tl|$ keel of their large fiat- 
bottomed boats was framed of light* timber, but the 
sides and upper works consisted only of dicker, with a 
covering of strong hides. In th# course of their slow 
and distant navigation, they must always have been 
exposed to the danger, and very frequently t^the mis-" 
fortune of shipwreck ; and the naval annals of tfe 
Saxons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts of 
the losses they sustained on the coasts of Britain and 
Gaul. But the daring spirits of the pirates braved the 
perils both of the sea and of the shore ; their skill was 
confirmed by the habits of enterprise; the* meanest of 
their mariners was alike capable of handlings oar, of 
rearing a sail, or fif conducting a vessel; and the 

m * Locke. Hist. Navigation— Harries Voyages, 
o 2 
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Saxons rejoiced iixthe app^irance of a tempest, which 
concealed their design, and dispersed the fleets of the 
enemy. After they had acquired an accurate know- 
ledge of the maritime provinq&s of the West, they ex- 
tended % the scene of their depredations, and the most 
t sequestered places had no reason to presume on their 
security. The ji^axon boats drew so little water, that 
they coqld easily^proceed fourscore or a hundred miles 
up the -rivers. , Their weight was so inconsider- 
able, that theyWere transported on waggons from one 
river to another ; and 'the pirates who had entered the 
mouth of the Sevie or the Rhine might descend with 
t£eTapid stre&n of'lhe Rhone into the Mediterranean.’** 
This latter statement might stagger modern belief, were 
we not in ‘ possession of well-attested facts of a similar 
kind, and*of a still more startling character. The 
ancients, having no scientific control over thehr vessels 
in dangerous waters or contrary winds, regarded the 
navigation round the .Peloponnesian Cape with such 
4Ul ficflWMr, TSESin preference to risking the perils of those 
dreadful seas, th*»y are said to have actually draWii the 
imperial fleet across the Isthmus of Corinth. This 
feat, incredible as it appears, is even less marvellous 
than an enterprise accomplished during the American 
war by a British officer, captain Schanck, who, in an 
enemy's coiJifrtry, and destitute of the facilities that 
were probably employed by the ancients for such 
purposes, conveyed a considerable number of vessels, 
"amongst yrtiicfi were some of no insignificant tefunage, 
6Sterlan<i from Sillery to lake Champlain. 

After the Saxons had obtained confirmed possession 
of Britain, they devoted themselves to the domestic 
affairs of their new settlement, insensibly relinquishing 
the sea, and suffering their naval advantages to pass so 
completely 'but of tlieir hands, that at the close of two 
or three centuries, they were utterly unable even to 
defend the coasts. When Alfred* came to the throne, 


* Quoted by Charnock, i. 215, 216, 
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he found the country exhausted, the jyople impoverished, 
and their maritime power reduced to insignificance, Hfe 
immediately set himself! about the laborious^task of re- 
pairing, these misfortundl, directing his energies mainly 
to the grand object of fighting the enemy at sea, which 
he regarded to be a matter of paramount importance to 
a country having so extensive a line ul shore, cdbpared 
to her whole superficies.* Ilis first objeqMtfks ships. 
Although he was not skilled iif navigation, he readily 
detected the points where the ej^emy was defective, and 
caused a new kind of vesselHo lib buib#for warlike pur- 
poses, the plan of which he devisedp hiiq^elf. AJl'TttlR" 
is known of the^ vessels is that they wyre longer, 
stronger, and svdfter than any that had previously been 
used in this country, jhat they were better manned and 
provisioned, and that, in sending them out to sea, Alfred 
issued express injunctions that tlii.y were neither to give 
nor receive quarter, but to put to death all who fell 
into their hands. + The construction of th*”** 
ships had acquired for Alfred the historical reputation 
of being the founder of the British lfavy ; but history, 
like poetry, frequently confers false yiory. Whatever 
advances may have been made in the art of ship-build- 
ing by that monarch, it is dftain th^t he was not able 
to bring up his naval power to an equali^ with that of 
the Danes, who continued loif^ after to harass the coast 
in defiance of his new galleys. \t is obvious, also, that 
the motional marine could not have received auy # decided 
impetus from the vigorous and creative goniu^bf Alf?n], 
since it was unable to resist the Norman fleet, which 
was so feeble itself that it could not prevent a debarka- 
tion of Danish troops three years afterwards, nor even 
when united with the British ships defend the country 
from similar attacks. J , 

* Saxon Chronicles f CatnpbeV, i ' 6f>. * 

J Oiarnock, i xxiv. According to some writers William’s fleet cr»i> 
stated ot 900 sail ; others augment it to MKl But enough haatfreen said 
in the above outlines to show how fallacious such numerical displays were. 
When typ'dl architecture was vn its infancy, vessels were numerous because 
they were small ; but as the art advanced, the number was reduced in pro- 
portion to tlie advantages gained by improved construction. A seventy - 

o S 
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The earliest appearance off a British armament, worthy 
of being considered as a fleet, available for defence or 
attac|, was tin 1106 , under Henry I., sumamed Beau- 
clerc, «the youngest son of the Conqueror. To this 
monarch, who issued imperative orders to prevent Nor- 
man vessels from approaching the shores of England, 
Selden Scribes tl^e first assertion on the part of Great 
Britain sovereignty of the seas •; but Chamock, 
apparently wltfr ibetter Season, gives the credit of it to 
king J£hn, who was the, first to insist on the exclusive 
right of the Enjj^ish to the* dominion of the seas. A 
jinmftyfe to Iqs clmf admiral is extant, in which he 
orders him to arrest* seize, and makq. prize of all ships 
found therecn f ; a bold resolution in that age of des- 
perate adver.ture and imperfect mean£. This question 
of naval sovereignty continued to he agitated at injej-yals, 
with more or less success, according to the immediate 
resources of the country ; and towards thj close of the 
^ sterns to have been tacitly sur- 
rendered by other maritime powers. In the reign of 
Edward II., the Butch were compelled to obtain licenses 
to fish on the English coasts, so vehemently and suc- 
cessfully was the prerogative disputed. 

No specific particulars" have been preserved of the 
navy of Heni^l. ; but its extent may be inferred from 
tht fact that, upon one occasion, during the crusading 
expeditions by which ftiat age was distinguished, seven 
thousand meny with their stores and baggage, t were 
trggsporteu to Joppa in English vessels. In the suc- 
ceeding reign the navy declined, but was restored by 
Hcnfy II., some of whose ships were capable of con- 
taining three hundred persons. Richard Cceur de Lion 
made a still greater advance ; and proceeded in person 
to the Holy „Land, in 1 1 fJO , with a fleet consisting of 


four of the present day would have sunk the whole Norman fleet. A 
r markable illustration of the difference between weight and numbers is 
furnished*,' n the instance of the Armada, which with a vast forest of masts 
had but four vessels of greater tonnage than the Triumph commanded by 
Frobisher. f 

* Mare Clausum. t Charnock, 1. xxvi. 
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nine ships of extraordinary size, one hundred and fifty 
smaller ones furnished for war, Desides thirty-eight 
galleys, and a considerable number of inferior craft to 
carry provisions and serve as tenders. Johi^jAs no 
less eager to sustain the naval power, and required that 
all foreign vessels, wherever they were met at sea, should 
strike their colours to the English a tfustowi which, 
from that time foi th, was never relinquished, although 
it was not always vigilantly enforced. # 4 » 

Under Henry III., the navy declined again. • It was 
reduced so low, that in 12G<) tTle whole force that could 
be collected to attend the princes to # t?ie Holy Lander 
thirteen small ves|els, containing only £ thousarfd indi- 
viduals, including mariners and soldiers, f This deca- 
dence of the m aft time force was to be attributed entirely 
to tji^ weakness and timidity of the government. The 
mode then employed of raising the navy was by levying 
upon certain towns and corporations a specified quota 
of shipping and men, in return for various privilege^ 
conferred upon them by royal charter. But the requi- 
sitions of the patient monarch were capriciously com- 
plied with in some instances, wholly, refused in others, 
and, in the case of the Cinque Ports, the armed vessels 
which ought to have been phreed at the disposal of the 
sovereign were employed in piratical depredations, not^ 
only in foreign countries, but oil the English coasts. 
Unable to contend against suA obstacles, Henry per- 
mitted the navy to fall into contempt. % 

Edward I. was favoured by peculiar stages, 

in his efforts to restore to the English the supremacy of 
the sea. A quarrel arose between some English and 
Norman sailors, which, in consequence of the cruelty 
exhibited by the latter, was taken up with enthusiasm 
by the whole country, and aid procured from Ireland, 
Holland, and other places towards the formation of a 
powerful fleet. The Normans were equally active^ in 
preparations ; and when the two fleets met a sjpguinary 
conflict ensued. The English at length prevailed, 
making prizes of no less than two hundred and forty 
o 4> 
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vessels ; but many thousand^ were slain on both sides/ 
or, swallowed up in ihe waves. This event inspired the 
government #rith new energy, an(i in 1 296 the xtionarch 
was to collect a fleet sufficiently formidable to 
transport an army of sixty thousand men from Win- 
chester to Flanders. 

The reign n>f tips second Edward was as unfortunate 
for the marin e of the country, as it was for himself; 
and it was nothintjl the, contentions with France, arising 
out of «ihe claims of the English monarch upon the 
French throne, plunged hit successor, Edward III., 
foreign war^ {hat the English navy can be said 
to have emerged from its infancy, arjd made a steady 
progress to^^rds systematic organisation. All previous 
movements jyere irregular and incidental, depending 
more upou the endurance and resolution of thejtnen 
than upon their tactics or their ships. The victories of 
Edward 111. exhibit superior skill in naval manoeuvres, 
ip the disposition of lintx^ and the successful employ- 
ment of stratagems. His armament in 1328 consisted 
of a fleet of 500 vessels, and while the lose on his side 
scarcely amounted^ 4000 men, the French are said to 
have lost upwards of 30,000. 

Several of the monarch# t)f England possessed ships 
of their own p^evitJusly to this period ; but it was only 
in the fourteen tn century, that a royal navy, augmented 
to an extent at all proportionate to the increasing trade 
of the country^ml placed in some measure uppn a 
permanent 4 a&is, came to be formed. Some writers 
refff the first existence, of a state navy to the time of 
Henry* VII. ; but unquestionable evidence might be 
cited to prove that Ibis is an error.* During the cala- 

* "Edward IV.” says Mr. Willet, in a paper read before the Society of 
Antiquaries in 179?, “ had several ships of his own, which he employed 
sometimes in war, and often in trade, in which he dealt largely. It appears 
from Cunning's monument in Red Clift Church at Hristol, that he at one 
timf fUrmshed ftoifi prince with V470 tons of shipping to purchase his 

S k c, among which were the Mary and John, of 9U0 tons, and the Mary 
atfeli fife tons, being two of the largest ships belonging to any English- 

man at that early period, though many of that size, and larger, are to be 
found among the Venetians and Genoese of that time.” In an ordei^ssuecl 
by the same monarch in 1481, the royal navy is expressly mentioned. 
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mitons wars of the Rosq^, the navy was grievously 
neglected; hut marine architectmfc had already made 
such strides, that eventthat interval of suspense d^d not 
obliterate the acquisitions of the preceding period The 
naval resources of the state were limited to a collection 
of transports in the time of Henry V. ; and at the close 
of the civil war, Richard III, did 40 1 possess^ a single 
ship of any considerable weight. The jertoration of 
tranquillity by the union of th^Rose® id the person of 
Henry VII. occasioned a revival of commence, and 
consequently of maritime pursuits. JJhe navy was now 
rapidly augmented ; and from thy period to tjje Li mu' 1 
of Elizabeth, wljpn both the merchant and the royal 
services were called into more ex ten si v«f action than 
they were ever Engaged in before, its proggeBS was un- 
interrupted. 

II we compare the construction of the ships of JJd- 
ward III., who abandoned the use of galleys in warlike 
enterprises ^although they stMl continued to be used, by 
the/Venetians and Genoese), substituting in their places 
vessels of a larger size, with the improvements intro- 
duced under the house of Tudor, we,shall perceive at a 
glance the great progress that was made at this period. 
u Even in that immense afld formidable fleet/’ says 
Charnoek, “if numbers alone could be Fjpid to constitute* 
strength, belonging to Edward HI., the general con- 
struction of the hull was extremely void of art; the 
sails # and rigging were precisely of the nurne description, 
and tine slight mast reared in the centre serWJ # to su«iain 
a square sail, ou which depended the only means then 
used of conveying the vessel across the ocean, airtimes 
when it Was considered inconvenient to make use of the 
oars. The vessels rose considerably both at the head 
and stern, which varied very immaterially in form and 
shape from each other; and in short, the whole contour 
was so simple, and so easily described, that althoqgh 
the arts of painting and sculpture were in a ^pry rude 
state^at that time, there is but little reason to doubt, 
from the concurrent testimony of history, that the ships 



202 NAVAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

built in the reign of the last Richard very strongly 
resembled the commercial ships of the ancients.”* In 
the fifteenth e century, the Scotch built a magnificent 
ship, apparently to exhibit theif 1 command of the me- 
chanical arts ; and as they never aspired at any period 
of their history to a maritime reputation, this specimen 
of their abilities iiv that remote age may be referred to, 
rather as a j&oof of what they could have accomplished 
than of what they f .did. f-We have the following curious 
account l$f this remarkable vessel : — 

“ The king of {Jcotlan'd rigged a great ship called the 
“-‘Great Michael, which was the largest, and of superior 
strength to any thathqd sailed from England to France, 
for this ship Vas of so great stature, and took so much 
timber, that except Falkland she wast^S all the woods 
in Fife, which were oak wood, with all timber fh<£ was 
gotten out of Norway, for she was so strong, and of so 
great length and breadth, all the wrights of Scotland, 
yea, and many other strangers were at her device, by 
the king’s command, who wrought very busdy in ber, 
but it was a year and a day ere she was completed. To 
wit : she was twelye score foot of length, and thirty-six 
foot within the sides ; she was ten foot thick in the wall 
and boards, on every sid^so slack and so thick, that 
v -uo cannon coui? go through her. This great ship cum- 
bered Scotland to get her to sea. From that time that 
she was afloat, and her ‘ masts and sails complete, with 
anchors offering^ihereto, she was counted to the king to 
be^hirty thousand pounds expence by her artillery, 
which was very great, and costly to the king by all the 
rest off her orders. To wit: she bare many capnon, six 
on every side, with* three great bassels, two behind in 
her dock, and one before, with three hundred shot of 
small artillery^ that is to say, my and and batterd falcon, 
and quarter falcon, flings, pestilent serpentens, and dou- 
bly dogs, with hagtor and culvering, corsbows and hand- 
bows. $he had three hundred mariners to sail her, she 


* Charnock, i. 367. 
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had six score of gunners |o use her artillery, and Had a 
thousand men of war by her, captains, shippers, and 
quarter *m asters.” • • j 

Some allowances mfist be made for exaggwtion in 
this picture of the wonderful Scotch ship ; but making 
all due abatement on that score, the magnitude of the 
design cannot fail to excite admiration. The paucity of 
cannon in a vessel of such dimensions might justly oc- 
casion some surprise, were it # MOt that diannon was not 
introduced into English ships # until towards th? close of 
the fifteenth century, and %nust have# been a novelty at 
the time when this vessel was laujtche^* # 4 m 

The improven#?nts adopted injthe subsequent period, 
although inconsiderable in comparison wit* the advances 
made after the time # of Elizabeth, afford sufficient evi- 
dence of the attention that was bestowed upon the sub- 
ject. “ Whoever were the inventors,” observes sir 
Walter Ralegh, “we find that every age has added some- 
what to ships ; and in my tinfl? the shape of our English 
ships has been greatly bettered. It is not long since the 
striking of the topmasts, a wonderful ease to great ships, 
both at sea and in the h arbour, hath been devised, toge- 
ther with the chain-pump, which taketh up twice as 
much water as the ordinaryltae dit^ We have lately 
added the bonnet, and the drahler, to Me courses ; we** 
have added studding-sails, the weighing anchor by the 
capstern. W e have fallen into consideration of the length 
of cables, and by it we resist the maliSis^of the greatest 
winds that can blow. Witness the Hoftanders, $Jiat 
were wont to ride before Dunkirk with the wind at 
north-east, making a lee shore in all weathers ; fBt true 
it is, that the length of the cable is tfie life of the ship in 
all extremities; and the reason is, that it makes so many 
bendings and waves, as the ship riding that length is 
not able to stretch it, and nothing breaks that is not 


* Cannons arc said to have been first used at sea by the ^netians in 

137, in their wars with the Genoese. They were first employed m England 
by Htmry VIE, and mounted cn barwt over the gunwales. The first royal 
shipor war was built by Henr> VIII. in 1511, when port-holes, invented in 
1500 by a French builder, were first introduced. 
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stretphed," He also notes m improvement by which* 
tho» lower parts were raised touch higher above the water 
than t|jey had been in preceding reigns ; but it seems 
that evep*tlien the evil was but* imperfectly remedied, 
nor was it completely provided against until after the 
Restoration. 

Thus ill the shape of vessels, in the employment of 
additional masts, in the adoption of jointed topmasts, and 
in a variety of tninor but fmportant points of utility, both 
as regarded the internal arrangement of ships, and the 
economy of labour* great •improvements had been made 
"in sir falter Raleigh’s time. But many reforms yet 
remained behind, as did not hims^f hesitate to tes- 
tify. cc It is a^ipecial observation,” he says, “that all ships 
sharp before, /.hat want a long floor, will fall roughly into 
the sea, and take in water over head aud ears. Sc will 
all narrow-quartered ships sink by the tail. The high 
charging of ships is it that brings them all ill qualities, 
makes them extreme leewfod, makes them sink deeper 
into the water, makes them labour, and makes jrhem over- 
set. Men may not expect the ease of many cabins and 
safety at once in sna-service. Two decks and a half is 
sufficient to yield shelter and lodgeing for men and ma- 
riners, and no more^chargifiTg at all higher, but only one 
slow cabin for K',e master ; but our mariners will say, 
that a ship will bear more charging aloft for cabins, and 
that is true, if none but ordinary mariners were to serve 
in them, who qj/f able to endure, and are used to* the 
tuijjiling anfr rolling of ships from side to side, when 
the sea is nevei so little grow n. But men of better sort 
and b&ter breeding would he glad to find more steadi- 
ness, and less tottering cadge work. Albeit the mariners 
do covet store of cabins, yet indeed they are but sluttish 
dens, that bre/xl sickness, in peace serving to cover 
stealths, and in fight are dangerous to tear men with 
thqir splintero.” 

In these remarks, sir Walter omits all reference to 
one of the most serious e\#s existing in the nava^ ser- 
vice, during the period of Elizabeth's reign, partly. 
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perhaps, because he profited by its continuance, iwid 
partly from an unwillingness to jyovoke the jealousies 
of his contemporaries jmd the censure of the sovereign. 
The evil to which we refer was the employment of 
Si gentlemen captains/' who were totally i^nhrant of 
maritime affairs, and who, going abroad in search of 
plunder rather than honour, not only brought much 
disgrace upon the service, but frequently involved the 
royal ships in unnecessary conflicts. # In such cases 
discipline was out of the question, t"he captain was at 
the mercy of the master, and Numerous abuses crept in, 
which, in despite of all the triumpRs of that brilliant* 
reign, reflected infinite discredit dn th# authorises. In 
a memoir upon tfke expeditions <flf the rojpl navy, from 
1585 to lf)03; ^lrawn up by a Mr. Gibson^ who appears 
to have been consulted on the subject by the government, 
thisRnjurious practice is described as the source of all 
the misfortunes and checks that retarded the progress 
of the navy in those days. # 

Speaking of the accounts of these various expedi- 
tions, Mr, Gibson observes, " In perusing them, I finde 
many accidents to have happened for want of tarrpaw- 
ling commanders, or gentlemen thdVoughly acquainted 
with maritime affaires, as ir^y readily be seene by com- 
paring the conduct of sir Frances ll^ake, sir John^ 
Hawkins, sir William Boroughs, sir Martin Frobisher, 
and sir William Monson, with*that of my lord Effing- 
ham, the eatles of Southampton and Cumberland, lord 
Thfirnas Howard, sir Richard Lew^lnS^sir Richard 
Grenville, captain Lister, sir Francis Veere, sir William 
Brookes, &c/’ By this enumeration he afford^ parti- 
cular illustrations of his meaning, *vlnch could not be 
very readily mistaken. lie observes also, that the nar- 
ratives of those expeditions were written more fully 
and methodically than had afterwards betn the custom, 
which he attributes to the fact, that <f qur clergymen 
employed in these expeditions tooke the pains to wlite 
the history of their voyag^ wdiile our gentlemen cap- 
tains, to prevent haveing my more such true relations, 
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taikcare, by ill usage, &c., not to carry any function, 
at tlis day, to sea wfth them!’' He also observes, that 
“all remote undertaldngs, when pan aged by gentlemen, 
have \>rocee&ed slowly; witn^s Virginia, Jamaica, 
CarolinjR^&c., compared with New England, Barbadoes, 
&c., settled by seamen.” Merchants were more ad- 
venturous with experienced commanders, whose courage 
and conduct they were assured of, than with landsmen 
in whom they^felt no confidence. Besides, these gen- 
tlemen captains exhibited no judgment in the choice of 
officers, and were generally distinguished by rashness, 
m. which passed for cOurage, instead of real valour tempered 
by disci etion. < '■ 

Great los^ of life r and other calamities frequently 
resulted from* the ignorance of these iqen. Gibson in- 
stances the case of sir Richard Grenville *, “ who, by 
neglecting his opportunity for w T ant of seamantuiipp, 
brought himself into danger by his willfulness, and lost 
his sliipp and the lives of many brave mem foolishly." 
In the earl of Cumberland’s expedition in 1591, there 
was another “great miscarriage for w ant of seamanship), 
by not sending home their prizes as soone as taken, but 
toweing them at tneire sterne, till a storm came, that 
forced them to cast off oi|£ loaden with suggar, which, 
^by springing a^leakk, was forced to make to the shore, 
and stranded to ‘save her men.” Several instances of a 
similar kind are referred to Ly the writer, who especially 
blames the government for rejecting on different occasions 
the wise a lv^r^of the experienced Mon son. 

2ie observes also, that the “ gentlemen captains ” had 
certain notions of etiquette, which seriously injured the 
interests of the service. “ I find," he says, punctillues 
of honour oft insisted on by gentlemen, and the loss 
of many a good design ; when on the other hand, the 
tarrpawlings observe noe grandure, but, like devells. 


* Grenville was a brave man, notwithstanding the strictures of Gibson ; 
but his brafory was of the violent kind, leading him rather to seek than to 
avert danger. ^ 
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count themselves most happy that can doe most Jmd 
soonest mischief to their fcnemys. j f 

The custom of employing indiscriminately land Offi- 
cers as admirals, and naval officers as generals, pifevailed 
to such an extent, in die reign of Elizabethjrt&at their 
functions frequently became confounded, so that in 
sieges and battles when naval officers went ashore, they 
might without any impropriety havfc placed themselves 
at the head of the troops. When larpe fleets were 
sent out to sea, the commantl # was fometirae^ divided 
between the general and the admiral. Thus in the ex- 
pedition of the earl of ERsex and lord Howard, there.., 
appears to have been no difference iq^their authority, 
although the former was a general, and die latter an 
admiral ; for in their manifesto, they desenoe themselves 
as holding the command in common, “We, Robert, 
earl%f Essex, &c., and Charles, lord Howard, 
lord high admiral of England, having the charge of a 
royal navy^of ships, &c.” Sir John Wingfield, who 
was killed in the assault ifjioii Cadiz, and who dis- 
tinguished himself in the land service, commanded the 
Vanguard on that memorable occasion.* This practice, 
injurious to both services, was continued, occasionally, 
down to the time of queei^Anne, when the earl of 
Peterborough was joined in the command of a fleet 
with sir Cloudesley Shovel. The Frexicli occasional!^ 
adopted it to a still later pJHojJ, but it is now univer- 
sally abolished, t 


* Oharnock, ii 156. Monson’s Tracts, p. 168. - 

+ Sir Robert Slingsby, comptroller A of the navy, complains, in a [a%>er 
written in 1669, ot the gieat inconvenience that had accrued to the service 
from the union of the ottices ot master of the naval and master ofjgholand 
ordnance in one person. He shows that the tw^ services ought to be kept 
distinct, and that the office of the ordnance by sea ought to be embraced m 
the duties of the navy office. The tollowlngrpassage affords a curious il- 
lustration of the manner in which the administration ot naval affiurs was 
carried on at that time. 

“ The last master of the ordnance of the navy, distmguished from the 
master of the ordnance by land, was sir William Winter, after whoso death 
it was thought fitt to unite that place in the same person with the master- 
ship of the ordnance by land, wheieby the navy office au£thc office of4he 
ordnance have since become soe perfectly distinct that there have many 
inconveniences happened by it in all great expeditions. TheiPorder* for 
preparations being distinct, and the cwell apart, it always happened that 
one dWthem stayed for the other, which occasioned both great expence of 
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VjTpon the accession of Elizabeth, the n^fry wa§ ia So 
reduced a state, that .it required many years ^o effect the 
augmentation which' was neces^try merely for the»|tfo~ 
teetiort of thl narrow seas. Great ip her exertions wei$ 
‘to enabkfber to accomplish this object, the royal navy 1 
in 1578, twenty years after her accession, amounted 
to only {wenty-four ships, of different sorts, the largest 
of which, the Trihmph, was a thousand tons, and the 
smallest, the George, was under sixty.* The total bur- 
then of t these vessels Amounted to about 10,400 tons. 
The general marine of,«the country was so low', that 
there were only *1 35 vessels in the whole kingdom 
above 100 tons*burtken, and not more than 656 that 
exceeded 4-O^tons. So^rapid was the advance, however, 
from this tirfie, that in 1582, only four years after- 
wards, ther^were not less than 135 vessels engaged in 
commerce, the smallest of which was upwards 500 
tons burthen. + 


time and money, besides many differences in judgment between the two 
officers, and interlocutory messages and letters between occasioned still 
greater retardation. At the returnes of the fleete, the officers ut thr ord- 
nance having still new! «f the assistance of the mariners, or ship-keepers, 
for takemg out and disposing of their ordnance, carriages, and ammu- 
nition, they being subordinate only to the officer!* of the navy, will not 
move without their orders, wheiflby there often happen differences and 
complaints between the fuliordinatc* officers of both offices. To remedy 
^jrhich it hath bewrnroposed to disjoin the officers of both offices of the 
ordnance by sea and land, and to mute the office of the nrduame by sea to 
the general office ot the navy. But the masters of the ordnance of England 
having been, ever since, of great quality and interest, would never suffer 
such a collop to be cut out of their employment. I can find hoc trace in the 
navy of any hubop4j*(5te officers t,> the masters ol the ordnance, ancW'here- 
fore presumft; tHtU though they were two distinct niastets ot the or Jounce, 
onPfor'the land service, and the other for the navy, yet the office of the 
ordnance, and all the subordinate officers, were the same as they now are,'; 
nor wa& it inconsistent lor th**m to act by distinct warrants from distinct 
masters, each in their severall places, nor can it reasonably be imagined, 
that the uniting ot tbese^wu offices were intended as the extinguishment 
of one. but rather the annihilation of the duty of two offices m one person, 
and if soe, then certainly lie continues an officer of admiralty and navy 
still, and ought to performe the duty of both, and doubtless if’ he should 
re-asfiuune his plaqp of session with the rest of the principal officers, as his 
predecessors did (which was next to the vice-admirall), the in conveniences 
above-mentioned would be avoided, and a single warrant from "the lord 
high admiral) fa the setting out any ships would serve, which now are 
multiplied, But certainly since the two principal) offirers of the navy have 
discontihrifrd their session in the office, it hath been (more than any other) 
subjects for question, inquisition, or accusations.” 

* Chamock. Entick, New Naval History. In the latter work th i" aug- 
mentation is placed in the year 1575, an evident mistake. ~ 

f Mon son. 
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n^vil resources of^the kingdom at the pe^od 
jm re$md to may be estimated/ from the scale* oh 
which Drake’s haMrdlms expedition in, 1576^ was 
planned. It consislld of two vessels, one of l§0, and 
another of 80 tons, a fly-boat of 50, a bark of 30, and 
a pinnace of 15 tons. “Such was the armament/* 
s&ys Charnock, “ destined not only to pass o?er and 
explore unknown seas, to attempt a passage through 
Straits both dangerous and tremtqdous, Jdu '# also to carry 
on hostilities against one of the most, formidable mari- 
time nations hi the universe, a\td to convince mankind 
that the remote distance, the dangers of the navigation 
itself, a superior force to contend with, ?nd the impos- 
sibility of receiving succours in case of*4nisfortune, 
were insufficient barriers against English ^severance 
and intrepidity.” * 

The miraculous success of that expedition, and the 
impetus it gave to commercial speculations, diffused 
extraordinary ardour throughout the country ; and our 
merchant strength steadily advanced to so great a height 
of prosperity, as to enable the government, when the 
mighty armament of Spain threatened our coasts, to 
command auxiliary aid of more than double the power, 
in numbers and weight, it could have ^called into requi- 
sition two years before. By a return of number of 
seafaring men, which was furnished in 1 583, it appears 
that there were at that time available for the public ser- 
vice, 1,484 masters, 11,515 mariners, ant} &299 fisher- 
men, besides 957 wherrymen plying between “London 
Bridge and Gravesend. In 1587, the cinque porta 
furnished a return of 214 ships, barks, and boat* of 
various tonnage from 2 up to 120 tohs, together with 
228 masters and 952 mariners ; and in 1688, the total 
number of vessels, according to similar returns, amounted 
1S3 were above 100 tons, 180 under 
100 tons and above 80 tons, and 1 ,392 undergo tons,* # 
The royal navy — which must be carefully (distin- 
guished from the commercial marine, which at this pe- 

m * Cotton MSS. 

P 
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ri&l invariably formed a part of the great enterprises 
upe.ertaken by the g^vernmeht — was augmented in like 
proportion. t At the death of (’Elizabeth in 1 60S, it 
amounted to 42 ships, with a total tonpage of nearly 
17>00(T tons.* The strength of this navy was distri- 
buted as follows : there were two ships of 1000 tons, 
three cK f)00, three of 800, two of 700, four of 600 , 
four of 500, two of 400, one of 350, one of 330, one of 
300, two of <25Q, five 200, and the remainder were 
of various inferior rates. The unremitting exertions of 
queen Elizabeth may tlriis be said to have created a navy 
within less than half a century ; for the miserable rem- 
nant of shipping left by queen Mary did not deserve so 
responsible^ title. 

But the ^progress of James I. was still more remarka- 
ble ; for he not only enlarged the number of ships, but 
considerably improved upon the former modes of build- 
ing. The immediate credit of these improvements is to 
be ascribed to the skill cS Phirieas Pett, vhe renowned 
naval architect, whose genius was fostered in the court 
of the Stuarts. In 1618, James had already added uq 
less than 17 vessels, of different descriptions, to the navy 
of Elizabeth. One of these, the Vanguard, was of 651 
tons burthen ; another, the Assurance, was of 600 tons, 
and a tbir^ th& Nonsuch, of 500. But the most 
splendid of them all was t,be Prince Royal, of 1 400 tons, 
the largest vessel that ‘had at that period ever been built 
in England^ This ship exhibited the first bold devia- 
tion attempted in this country, not only from the prac- 
tice of all other nations in ship-building, but from the 
customs that haci prevailed up to this time in the British 
dockyards ; and If nothing more was accomplished than 
the construction of this magnificent <e floating castle,” 
forming a new era in marine architecture, it would 
amply entire the monarch under whose auspices it was 

* Etutick says it was computed at 1600 ; but the actual tonnage was 16,915 
ton , exclusive of a few small vessels whose tonnage is not given m the 
oftiual rcturtis. ’ ( 

f See ante, p. 52. 
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projected, to the gratitude cf posterity. Richly encnmed 
with gorgeous ornaments, after the Jhshion of the anAftit 
galleys, it sacrificed ii all other respects the foi4ns of 
traditional beauty to prfctical convenience ; unlike 
the unwieldy fabrics which it resembled only in the 
splendour of its external embellishments, it was perfectly 
manageable at sea. • 

While these important improvements were going for- 
ward in the art of building shi j)e* then* is^io doubt that 
great abuses were taking deep 9 root in the administra- 
tion of the navy ; but the*vigftant commission of in- 
quiry which was early instituted thjji reign probed 
the evil to its foundations, and finally removed it alto- 
gether. It may be remarked also that th/ commercial 
marine had drooped suddenly at the close »f the war, 
the merchants thinking it more convenient and econo- 
mical to hire foreign bottoms than to engage in the out- 
lay of building ships for themselves. But this error was 
speedily rectified, and the merchant service advanced in 
a few years with greater celerity and profit than at any 
former period. In 1615, according to Monson, the port 
of London did not possess ten vessels above 200 tons 
burthen ; and such was the subsequent progress of com- 
merce, that in 1622, three y$ars be/ore the death of 
James I., the small port of Newcastle alon^lad upwards m 
of one hundred sail of ships* each of which exceeded 
that tonnage. 

Thfl infliction of ship-money by Chari tj. was arbi- 
trary and unpopular ; and deserved, upon politic. ^ 
grounds, the full measure of indignation with which it 
was visited. But whatever crimes were committed by 
that headstrong monarch against the liberties of his sub- 
jects, it would be a still more heinous offence against 
truth to refuse to acknowledge the benefits he conferred 
upon the navy. His motives may have been question- 
able, and his policy was, at least, injudicious in pro* 
voking the hostility of Holland, France, and SpJln, at 
the same moment ; but the fleets he organised had the 
effect of successfully developing the strength of the 
p 2 
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try, and proving to ]he world that the power 
h scattered the mgossies of Spain before the winds, 
and,fyo useuhe language of a Writer of that day, made 
the ocei^ quake under her k&ls, was still capable of 
vindicating her maritime supremacy. After he had 
furnished two complete fleets, the first in 1 635, under 
sir William Monson, and the second in 1636, under 
the earl of Northumberland , Charles made preparations 
for a third afmarment «ih the following year, when he 
added ’several new vessels to the existing force, and 
amongst the res,* a shi\) of" gigantic dimensions, called 
the Sovereign t^f the peas. As this vessel presented an ex- 
traordinary advance vpon all that hqjl been done in this 
way previo&ly, a minute description of it is essential 
to a complete view of the scientific progress of the period. 

The following account of the Sovereign of tlje Seas 
is from a tract written by Thomas Heywood, and in- 
scribed to Charles I. After a variety of flourishes, the 
author proceeds to give ^ profuse but exact picture of 
that marvellous ship : — 

“ Upon the beak head sitteth royall king Edgar on 
horseback, trampling upon seven kings : now What hee 
was, and who they were, I shall briefly relate unto you, 
rendring withall t a full* Satisfactory reason to any im- 
partiall reader why they are there, and in that manner 
placed. < 

“ Upon the stemine head there is a Cupid, or a child 
resembling Jifcn, bestriding and bridling a lyon, v which 
^porteth, that sufferance may curb insolence and inno- 
cence restraine violence, which alludeth to the great 
meAy of the king, whose type is a proper embleme of 
that great majesty, whose mercy is above all his workes. 
On the bulk head right forward stand six severall 
statues in sundry postures, their figures representing 
Consilium, that is. Counsell ; Cura, that is. Care ; Co- 
ciamen, that is, Industry ; and unanimous endeavours 
in or# compartement: Counsell holding in her hand a 
eluded or folded scrole ; Care a sea compasse ; Conamen, 
or Industry, a lint stock fired. Upon the ot&er, to 
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correspond with the former. Vis, which implyeth Fo*Jbe, 
or Strength, handing a sword ; Jirtus, or Virtual .a 
sphearical globe ; and Victoria, or Victory, « wreath of 
laurelL The moral is, that in all high enterprjpgs there 
ought to be, first, Counsell to undertake, then Care to 
manage, and Industry to performe : and in the next 
place, where there is Ability and Strength to bppose, 
and Virtue to direct, Victory consequently is always at 
hand ready to crowne the undertaking* Upon the 
hances of the waste are foure figures, witlf their 
severall properties: Jupiter^idiAg upo^ his eagle, with 
his trisulk, from which he darteth thunder, jp his 4 
hand ; Mars, with^ his sword and target, a foxe being 
his embleme ; Neptune, with his sea-hor^t, dolphin, 
and trident ; and lastly iEolus upon a camelion, a beast 
that Jjveth onely by^he ayre, with the foure windes 
his ministers or agents ; the East called Eurus, Subso- 
lanus, and Apeliotes ; the North winde, Septemtrio, 
Aquilo, or Boreas ; the Wert, Zephyrus, Favonius, 
Lybs, and Africus ; the South, Auster, or Notus. I 
come now to the sterne, where you may perceive upon 
the upright of the upper counter staydeth Victory, in 
the middle of a frontispiece, with this general inotto, 
Valid in incumbite remis. It is so pkine, that I shall 
not need to give it any English interpn;4ktion. Pier m 
wings are equally display’d : ,on one arme she weareth 
a crowne, on the other a laurelf, which imply Riches 
and ljonour. In her two hands she holdeth two mot- 
toes : her right hand, which pointetli to Jasofl, beares 
this inscription, Nam; which word, howsoever b^ 
some, and those not the least opinionated of themst^ves, 
mistaken, was absolutely extermin’d *and excommuni- 
cated from a grammatical construction, nay, jurisdic- 
tion, for they would not allow it to be verbe or 
adverbe, substantive nor adjective; and for this, I have 
not onely behind my back bin challenged** but evep 
viva voce taxed as one that had writ at randurfe and 
that which 1 understood not. But to give the world a 
plenafy satisfaction, and that it was rather their criti- 
r 8 
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time than my ignorance, I intre&te the reader but to 
e^rtjrine Rider’s last^edition t)f his dictionary, corrected 
and freatly* augmented by Mr i Francis Holyoke, and 
he shall there read navo, navae ; and, therefore, con- 
sequently nava in the imperative mood signifies a 
command to imploy all one’s power to act, to ayde, to 
helpe, tb indeavovr with all diligence and industry, and 
therefore not unproperly may Victory point to Jason, 
being figuredcwijh his^re in his hand, as being the 
prince «* Argonaut, and say, nava , or more plainely, 
operam nava ; for in tVose^emblematicall mottoes there 
is alljvays a part understood. She pointeth to Her- 
cules on the sinister side, with his club in his hand, 
with this n^ptto, Clava, as if she would say, O Her- 
cules, be tfypu as valiant Vith thy club upon the land as 
Jason is industrious with his o&re upon the water. 
Hercules againe pointing to iEolus, the god of windes, 
saitli, Flato, who answeretli him againe, Flo. Jason 
pointing to Neptune, th% god of the seas, tiding upon a 
sea-horse, saith. Fa veto, to whom Neptune answereth, 
N'o. These words, Flo and No, were also much ex- 
cepted at, as if Jthere had been no such Latine words, 
till some, better examining their grammar rules, found 
out Flo, flan , fluvi, proper to iEolus, and No, nan, 
navi , to Neptune, &c, 

iC In the lower counter of the ste'rne, on either side 
of the helme, is this inscription : 

“ Qjui irjpi m, (jui fluctus, ventos, nnvesque gubernat. 

^ Sospitet hanc arcam, Carole niagne, tuain. 

“^Thus Englisht: — 

41 He who seas, windes, and navies doth protect, 

Great Charles, thy great ship in her course direct!” 

<f There are other things in this vessel worthye re- 
ijiarke, at*ieast, if not admiration ; namely, that one 
tree of oake made foure of the principall beames of this 
gr at ship, which was forty-foure foote of strong and 
serviceable timber in length, three foote diameter \t the 
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top, and ten foote diameter at the stubbe, or bottome. 
Another as worthy of espfciall observation is, that^bpe 
peece of timber, whiclf made the kelson, jvas sofgreat 
and weighty, that tweaty-eight oxen and four horses 
with much difficulty drew it from the place* where it 
grew, and from whence it was cut, downe unto the 
water-side. , 1 

“ There is one thing above all things for the world 
to take speciall notice of, thateshee is J)e^de tonnage so 
many tons in burden, as their nave beene yearns since 
our blessed Saviour’s incafuafibn, namely, 1 637, and 
not one under or over ; a most happy omen, vrhich^ 
though it was not the first projected or flitended, is now 
by true computation found so to hap peps It tvould 
bee too tedious t^insist upon every ornament belonging 
to thjs incomparable* vessel, yet thus much concerning 
her outward appearance. She hath too galleries of a 
side, and all parts of the ship are carved also with tro- 
phies of artillery, and types ctf honour, as well belong- 
ing to land as sea, with s yin boles, embleines, and im- 
presses appertaining to the art of navigation ; as also, 
their two sacred majesties’ badges of honour, armes, 
escbutcheons, &c., with several! angels holding their 
letters in compartements : all which workes are gilded 
quite over, and no other colour but gold Ihd blacke to^ 
bee seen about her ; and thp$ much, in a succinct way, 

I have delivered unto you concerning her inward and 
outward decorements. I come now to describe her in 
her exact dimensions. * 

“ Her length by the keele is 128 foote, or ther& 
abouts, within some few inches. Her mayne bwadth 
or widenesse, from side to side, 48 fbote. ITer utmost 
length from the fore-end of the Sterne, a prord ad 
puppim , 232 foote. She is in height, from the bottome 
of her keele to the top of her lanthorne, 7^) foote. She 
bearetb five lanthornes, the biggest of whi<Ji will hold 
ten persons to stand upright, and without should^ing or 
pressing one the other. 

a ^5he hath three flush deckes and a forecastle, an 

p 4 
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halfe decke, a quarter decks, and a round house. Her 
loy^r tyre hath thirty ports/ which are to be furnished 
with^demi-gannon and whole calm on throughout, being 
aide to bear them. Her middle tyre hath also thirty 
ports for* demi-culverins and whole culverins. Her 
third tyre hath twentie-sixe ports for other ordnance. 
Her forecastle hath twelve ports, and her halfe decke 
hath fourteene ports. She hath thirteene or fourteene 
ports more wilhyi boarcLdor murdering peeces, besides 
a great* many loope- holes out of the cabin for musket, 
shot She carrieth, maceov^r, ten peeces of chase ord- 
• nance in her right forward, and ten right aft, that is, 
according to laid service, in the front and the reare. 
She carrieth ^leaven anchors, one of them weighing foure 
thousand fopre hundred, &c., and according to these are 
her cables, mastes, sayles, cordage, which, considered 
together, seeing majesty is at this infinite charge, both 
for the honour of this nation and the security of his 
kingdome, it should bee great spur and encourage- 
ment to all his faithfull and loving subjects to be 
liberal! and willing con tributaries towards the ship 
money. 

“ 1 come now to give you a particular denomination 
of the prime workemen*; employed in this inimitable 
^fabricke: asfcifirst,'' Oaptaine Phineas Pett, overseer of 
the worke, and one of the r principal officers of his tna- 
jestie’s navy, whose aheestors, as father, grandfather, 
and great grandfather, foi the space of two hundred 
yeares and upwards, ha’.e continued in the same name 
officers and architectures in the royall navy, of w r hose 
knowledge, experience, and judgement, 1 cannot render 
a merited character 

“The rcaister builder is young Mr. Peter Pett, the 
most ingenious Bonne of so much improved a father, 
who* before he was full five and twenty yeares of age, 
made the model, and hath since perfected the worke, 
wnich # hath won not only the approbation but the ad- 
miration of all men, of whom I may truly say, as Horace 
did of Argus, that famous shipmaster, who built the great 
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Argo, in which the Grecian princease rowed through 
the Hellespont, to fetch the golden fleece from Cohjfyos, 

“ — Ad charura Tritonia devolat Atgum * 

Moliri hanc pf ppim jubet” ■ ■ ~ J 

that is, Pallas herselfe flew into his bosome, and not 
only injoyn’d him to the undertaking, but inspired him 
in the managing of so exquisite and absolute an archi- 
tecture. % 

“ Let me not here forget & prime officer* master 
Francis Skelton, clerk of tjie tjiecke, &c.” • 

It appears that this art of shipbuilding was prc**» 
served as a close secret amongst As professors, affd that 
the family of th£ Petts, who, according Jo this state- 
ment, inherited the patronage of the government through 
so many generation, were not only the *most skilful 
nav£l architects of their time, but contrived to preserve 
the mystery of their craft with complete success. The 
object of alWthis secresy was, jio doubt, to prevent other 
nations from profiting by our ingenuity, which was the 
more necessary in an age when improvement was making 
such rapid strides. The fact is referred to by Fuller, 
who says, “ I am credibly informed,* that that mystery 
of shipwrights for some dements hath been preserved 
successively in families, of whom thf Pet> about Chat- 
ham are of singular regard. Good success have the^ 
with their skill, and carefully keep so precious a pearl, 
lest otherwise among many friends some foes attain 
unt<f it. It is no monopoly which concealeth.that from 
common enemies, the concealing whereof is for tl|e 
common good. May this mystery of ship-makyig in 
England never be lost till this floatiag world be arrived 
at its own haven, the end and dissolution thereof.” f 
The personal interest which the king felt in the pro- 
gress of the Sovereign of the Seas is attested by the 

architect, who tells us that his majesty went to Wool- 

^ * 

* “ A true Description of His Majesty’s royal Ship, built this' 9 £ear 1657, 
at Woolwich, in Kent, to the great Glory of the English Nation, and not to 
be paralleled m the whole Christuu World. By Thomas Hey wood.” 
f Worthies of England. , 
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wich to see the frame laid. “ May 14. 1635, I took 
leavAof his majesty at Greenwich," says Phineas Pett, 
“ wit^ his command to hasten into the north to provide 
and prepare the frame timber, #lank and treenels, for 
the new iltp, to be built at Woolwich. I left my sons 
to see the moulds, and other necessaries, shipped in a 
Newcastle ship, h\red on purpose to transport our pro- 
visions and workmen to Newcastle. Attending the 
bishop of Du^hapi wittvjny commissions and instruc- 
tions, whom I found wonderfully ready to assist us 
with other knights, gerftlepaen, and justices of the 
•* sounty^, who took care to order present carriage, so that 
in a sffort time feere Was enough of the frame ready to 
lade a large cgllier, which was landed at W oolwich ; and 
as fast as provisions could be got pearly, they were 
shipped off from Chaply wood, at K Newcastle, and that 
at Barnspeth park from Sutherland. The 21st of 
December, w r e laid the ship’s keel in the dock ; most 
part of her frame coming safe was landed at Woolwich. 
The 16th of January, his majesty, with clivers lords, 
came to Woolwich to see part of the frame and floor 
laid, and that time he gave orders to myself and my son 
to build two small pinnaces out of the great ship's 
waste. The 28th, his nrajesty came again to Wool- 
wich, with tlta Palsgrave his brother, duke Robert, and 
divers other lords, to see th^ pinnaces launched, which 
were named the Greyhound and Roebuck.” * 

This ship was not only the greatest in point of mag- 
nitude that h£cl been built up to this time, being 1637 
t^»s burthen, but, beyond all comparison, the strongest 
and most seaworthy. It was, in this respect, that it 
exhibited the most 1 remarkable advance upon all pre- 
ceding vessels, and even upon the Royal Prince, built 
only nineteen years before. That beautiful vessel ap- 
pears to have "neen employed only on holiday occasions, 
and yet it yyas deemed incapable of further service not 
vety lo/ig after Charles I. ascended the throne ; while 


* Phmeas Pett, Journal. 
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the Sovereign of the Seas, destined to the most severe 
trials, continued in constint use^for a period of ^feftrly 
sixty years. The hiltory and fate of this nobli/vessel 
are thus briefly and touchingly described b^tlie archi- 
tect. The date of this entry in Pett's journal is Ja- 
nuary 29. I 69 G. 

(< The Royal Sovereign was the first great J ship that 
was ever built in England : she was then designed only 
for splendour and magnificence^; and*w*s in some mea- 
sure the occasion of those loud complaints agaifist ship- 
money in the reign of Charles*!., but being taken down 
a deck lower, she became one of the Jbest mei^of-war 
in the world, aiyl so formidable to Her enemies, that 
none of the most daring among them n>uld willingly 
lie by her side^ She had been in almost all the great 
engagements that Mid been fought between France and 
Holland ; and in the last fight between the English and 
French, encountering the Wonder of the World, she 
so warmly*plied the French admiral, that she forced 
him out of his three-decked wooden castle, and chacing 
the ltoyal Sun before her, forced her to fly for shelter 
among the rocks, where she because a prey to lesser 
vessels, that reduced her to ashes. At length, leaky 
and defective herself with a£e, she was laid up at Chat- 
ham, in order to be rebuilt; but, ijeing^et on fire Ijy 
negligence, she was, upoi* the 27th of this month, 
devoured by that element whith so long, and so often 
before, she had imperiously made use of as the instru- 
ment of destruction to others.” * • 

The unquiet reign of Charles was so unfavourable 
to the solid acquisition of power, that it would* excite 
no surprise to find that the navy h&l diminished in his 
hands ; but, notwithstanding all the obstacles that im- 
peded the monarch, he devoted himself with such pet- 
severance to this paramount object, that he either rebuilt 
or added eighteen vessels to the royal naejr, leaving it 
not only more powerful than he found it a*** to nu- 


* Phineas Pett, Journal. 
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merical strength, hut considerably improved in all other 
poifAs of view.* Hyen his C ill-advised wars helped, 
strangely enough, to increase the national prosperity, 
while the piore meritorious actions of the common- 
wealth ha St a contrary effect. “ It is observable/' says 
sir Robert Slingsby, “ whilst during the wars his late 
majesty had withr France and Spaine both at once 
(though the great expeditions had but ill success), this 
nation hath rather been, enriched than impoverished by 
that wafr; and during the time of the lace usurped 
powers, tho* the nation Was «grown more martiall, and 
-tho' tlp*y were jn firm league with France, Portugall, 
and Sweedland, fcid tYie king of Spaijie, whose navall 
force was mutth more inconsiderable than formerly, by 
the loss of Portugall and Punkirke, nation was by 
that warr impoverished above 100ft ships, taken ^ and 
destroyed, and the trade of this kingdome almost ruined.” 
The same writer observes, that for twenty years pre- 
viously (he wrote in 1 66 . 9 ); there was scarcely one good 
merchant-ship built; that of what had been in being 
there were then very few left ; and that the merchants, 
trusting to the government for convoy, took no care of 
making defence for themselves, so completely did the 
commonwealth cru^h the 11, commercial marine of the 
country. % 

All trust-worthy authorities, on the contrary, agree in 
describing the reign of ‘"Charles, agitated as it was by 
domestic convulsions, as having been eminently bene- 
ficial to the mercantile interest. Sir William Monson 
sa$s that the general commerce of the kingdom had suc- 
ceeded? so much from the death of James to the com- 
mencement of the civil war, that the port of London 
alone could have furnished, in case of emergency, one 

* “ The theoretic principles of the art,” says Charnock, “had, within a 
few years, become considerably improved, particularly in the form of the 
botpm. The tfomense square stern and full bow, which had been ori- 
finally covert from the Hollanders, with whom it had been a custom for 
many vcarl, began to yield considerably to the more taper stern and sharper 
bow, which, under some modifications, has continued iu use among the 
British ships even to the present time.” — Vol. 11 . p. !&(>. 
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hundred sail of ships of considerable burthen, mounting 
cannon, and fitted up in 111 respects as vessels of 

The advantages wnich thus flowed in* such 4 full 
stream upon the commercial public may be attributed to 
that very zeal for the advancement of the navy which 
induced Charles to enforce the ship-money levy, and, 
above all, to the new principles in •the construction of 
vessels, which were introduced under his fostering pro- 
tection. It is to this latter psirt of tlje fubject, that at- 
tention may be usefully directed* as it contains tile proofs 
of those eminent services wtfiicfrhe never ceased to render 
to that branch of the national strength in w^ch \Kt 
rightly judged the security of # the kingdom resided. 
“ The wonderful stride,” observes Charngtk, u made to- 
wards the implement of ship-building ^general, and 
mo^p particularly 'If vessels intended for warlike pur- 
poses, appeared to promise a rapid ascension to what 
should experimentally be considered as the ne plus ultra 
of perfection Amidst evejy surrounding foible, and 
improvident mark of conduct, the attention of Charles 
to this great naval concern was apparent in every action 
of his regal life, long as he was permitted to exercise 
the functions of a king, unconiaininated, and without 
restraint/* Speaking of the Superiority in structure of 
the Sovereign of the Seas, compared witlPthe rude mi^ 
shapen floating fabrics of* tl^ preceding century, or even 
with vessels of a more receifl date, whose high and 
enormously towering poop, and no less extravagantly 
formed forecastle, served only to augment the dangers 
of the s$a service, the same writer breaks into the fal- 
lowing apostrophe to the marine architecture of Charles I. 
which iWill appropriately conclude this rapid summary 
of its progress to the times of the commonwealth. 

“ Could the shades of Howard, of Drake, and of 
Frobisher, have risen from their tombs, and beheld the 
sudden conversion, though they might havfcj-eadily con- 
fessed the wisdom and propriety of the alteration, they 
would have been little inclined to believe that the new 
object presented to their eyes was a structure applicable 
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to the same purposes with those on board which they 
had themselves been accustomed .to assert the honour, 
and vmdicat&the cause of their injured country. Nor, 
as may qeajiily be augured, did* improvement rest on 
the reformation just pointed out. The increase of di- 
mensions and burthen naturally produced an increase of 
force, inVespect to cannon, an accommodation for a 
more numerous crew, and a prevention, or at least ease, 
of many of those inconveniences and dangers which 
vessels df a more ancient construction had very fre- 
quently experience^- lh* psant of force, Bhips of the 
TkBt rate had advanced from fifty guns t#sixty, and 
afterwards to on?” hundred ; the ticrs^of cannon were 
augmented fuam two to three ; and the tonnage of the 
first class of ships became augmented fr/*m a thousand, or 
at most eleven hundred tons, to nearly eighteen hundred. 

“ The tide of improvement appeared to keep a per- 
fect level throughout the whole of its course. The ship 
intended to perform distant voyages, and Shat which 
was destined for the humble occupation of domestic 
commerce, all became augmented in proportion to the 
ranks they respectively held in the maritime world ; and 
the very boats, or skiffs, participated in the general pre- 
vailing principle. Jn shflft, Britain, which had long 
aspired to theSlominion of the seas, now appeared in 
earnest as to the establishment of her claim ; anti hat! not 
those destructive events Intervened, which are too well 
known, there appears little doubt, that the pursuit in 
question w&uld, long ere it actually did effect that pur- 
ple, have raised her into the first rank and power.” 


16 * 25 — 1672 . 

1625. Edward Montague, the only surviving Bon of sir 
Sydney Montague, and grandson of Edward lord Mon- 
tague 0 # Bough ton *, was born on the 27th of July, 

* 'i his nobleman, in common with every member of bis house, exVqit 
the subject of the present memoir, was strongly attached to the royal family, 
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1625. His family were ancient and distinguished by 
their talents and public sjflrit through all their branches. 

His father, the youngest of si/ sons, w$s a si'aunch 
royalist, and when thg troubles broke out between the 
king and the parliament, suffered himself to oe expelled 
from the House of Commons rather than subscribe an 
oath 44 to live and die with the earl of Essef/’ The 
reason he assigned for refusing to swear to such an ab- 
surdity, not being vulnerable ty arguirymfc was promptly 
disposed of by a vote of expulsion. " 1 will rmt swear 
to live with that nobleman,* 4ie exclaimed, “ because 
he is an old man, and 1 might die be*fore him ; ypr wiM* 

1 swear to die with him, because the #arl is going with 
an army against*the king, whicfi I do nqjsknow how to 
free from treason, and therefore cannot t$ll what end 
tha^ great man mbt come to.” * This answer, so un- 
palatable to the paniament, was highly relished oy the 
king, who declared that the expulsion of this gentleman 
for a simpfc avowal of Iris ^ntiments, was a most ar- 
bitrary proceeding, t It would have been fortunate for 
Charles if the tyranny he condemned in others had 
been more carefully avoided by himself, 

Edward Montague, thrown at an unusually early agei 64 S 2 . 
into the whirl of public business, with all the advantages 1643. 
of a liberal education, appears at once to Hbve taken hj$ 
stand /m the opposite side. % At seventeen years of age, 
he married the daughter of Mf. Crewe, afterwards lord 
Crewe of Stene, and in the following year, l64>3, he 

— 

and, like many other persons of quality, was sacrificed for the fidelity with 
which he adhered to Ins principles. “ Thus the^ took prisoner,” says Cla- 
rendon, *' the lord Montague of Bou^hton, at his house in Northampton- 
shire, a person of great reverence, being ubove fourscore years of age, and 
of unblemished reputation, for declaring himself unsatisfied with their dis- 
obedient and undutiful proceedings against the king, and more expressly 
against their ordinance for the militia, and notwithstanding that he had a 
brother of the house of peers, the lord nrivy seal, and a nephew, the lord 
Kimbolton, who had as lull a power in that council as arfjptman, and aaon 
in the house of commons very unlike his father, his lordship was committed 
to the Tower a close prisoner, and though he was afterwards rftmtted to 
more air, he continued a prisoner to his death.”— vol ii. p. 16 . 

* liVarwick’s Memoirs. t Clarendon. Campbell. 
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received a commission to raise and command a regiment 
under that very earl of Essek, whose service was iim, 
clLnei' with ip much Armness by his father. The bold, 
ness of this step was not less striking than the vigour 
with which he proceeded to carry it into execution. 
His family connections were extensive and powerful, 
and seeih to hava been freely placed at his disposal. 
The regiment was raised with such promptitude, that 
the young col^n^l was enabled to take the field at its 
head, within six weeks from the date of his commission. 
Such energy as this was»keH calculated to elevate him 
a high place ip the confidence of the parllgment ; but 
it was the zeal of natfore rather than of party. It be- 
longed to hisufharacter* and distinguished all his actions 
to the close pf his life. 

1644. The regiment joined the parliamentary army in the 
beginning of October, 1643 ; and early in the following 
year, colonel Montague passed through the terrors of his 
first campaign — a campaign, too, of the mos^ sanguinary 
and revolting kind, fought upon the native soil of the 
contending parties, and sacrificing to the phrenzy of 
domestic feuds the most sacred obligations of home 
and kindred. The first action in which he served was 
the storming of Lincoln, «on the 6‘th May, 1644, one 
jjf the mosf- fatal conflicts of that disastrous war. 

* On the 2nd of July following, he was at the carnage 
of Marston Moor, and* exhibited so much bravery on 
that occasion, that when the city of York shortly after- 
wards proposed to capitulate, he was appointed one of 
tKe commissioners for the settlement of the articles. 
He w*is at this time only nineteen years of age. 

1645. Throughout the- subsequent events of the war he 
displayed equal courage, and was similarly distinguished. 
He was present at the battle of Naseby, and, in July 
1645, he stormed the town of Bridgewater; an achieve- 
ment of nc}ftgreat mark, but, considering the ferocious 
spirit ip which these small sieges were conducted at both 
sidus, not unlikely to have been attended with greater 
personal danger than even more formidable undertakings. 



KfcNTAOTE, IN MUAKW* W& 

H Mowing September, be corawubiided * brigade 
in Hie attack Upon Bristol,* displaying remarkable abfju 
* ties worthy of a nobler occasion /and wh«fi the $lactf 
A surrendered, be was one of those who subscribed the 
articles of capitulation granted to prince Rupert, fie 
was afterwards appointed, together with colonel Ham* 
mend, to convey the intelligence of #the surrdhder of 
Bristol to the parliament ; and the news was considered 
so important, that it was commemorated* by a solemn 
thanksgiving. It is difficult to* express the feeing of 
loathing disgust with which ihefaodern historian records 
these blasphUnous instances of grace af't^r slaughty. *** 
An officer who rendered such ligntf? services to the 
cause of the parliament had a strong clahpato a seat in 
the house ; which f was conferred upon him Sjnongst the 
rest of his honours the electors of Huntingdonshire. 

It does not appear, however, that he took any part in 
the proceedings. But his opinion" were eagerly Bought 
after by the htfads of the republican party ; and although 
he did not occupy a prominent place in the discussions, 
he exercised no inconsiderable influence in the secret 
direction' of affairs. Whether his b/ief but stormy 
experience in the parliamentary camp had somewhat 
shaken his original zeal, or whether hg had in the first 
instance embraced the popular side without reflection ^ 
in the heat of boyish enthusiasm, and was now led, by 
a similar rashuess of temper, to compassionate the mis* 
fortun^l of the king, we have no means of ascertaining : 
but he seems to have become cautious and reserved as 
the catastrophe of the tragedy approached, absenting'* 
himself from the House when the soldiery in 1(&7, 1G47. 
declaring against the Parliament, impeached eleven of 
its members."' His youth was, perhaps, a sufficient 

* It ib not a little curious that in the moxemout uhfSh Wi made by a 
fraction ot the army to secure the person ot the king, the house of colonel 
Montague was fixed upon for In* majehty torest At on hisfoiuwiflight train 
Holmby to Newmarket. Clarendon alludes to the cm u instance, and give#* 
the following passage from the letter ot the general announcing itf»> thO 
parliament. The letter sets lorth that “ the soldiers at Holmby bad brought 
the king tram thence, and that Jus majesty lay the next night at colonel 
Montague’s house, and would be the next day at Newmarket j that tbe 

VOL. V. Q 
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excuse for avoiding the responsibilities attached to "such 
proceedings, and, being mor£ a ^oldier than a legislator* 
he may have pleaded 1 that his profession was to act, not 
to judgp. t Yet, throughout alfcthis early hesitation, we 
may readd y discern a gleam of the old royalist princi- 
ples, by which his family had long been distinguished, 
and which, in spite of the temptations of his position, 
still lurked in his mind. The truth was, he was too 
young for tha* sullen qaft and hard inflexibility of the 
party frith which he had accidentally entered life. 

But a man of^ueh promise was not to be lost with- 
out *n effort ,to retain him. Besides, the Montagues 
were people of did stapling in the country; and, although 
Cromwell affected to despise antiquity and hereditary 
honours, he was not insensible to ^jhe importance of 
gaining over as many converts wijft noble blood ip their 
veins as he could purchase with places or cajole by 
flattery. He tried both methods with colonel Monta- 
gue ; extolled his valour, his discretion, W1 his inde- 
pendence; and finally ensnared him into a seat at the 
treasury board. Montague is said to have acted with 
his usual energy* while he held this appointment, and to 
have repented afterwards of his share in the transactions 
in which it involved hifh. 

% The usage of mixing up naval and military functions, 
without reference to the education or habits of the indi- 
vidual, which prevailed to such an injurious extent in 
the reign of Elizabeth, was frequently adopted^ in the 
wars of^the commonwealth. To this usage Montague 
f was indebted for his introduction to the naval service. 
WHhn the war with Holland was brought to a close, lie 
was relieved from his irksome duties at the treasury, 
1656. and, in conjunction with admiral Blake, appointed to 
the rommgpd of a fleet destined for the Mediterranean. 

Blake, like Montague, had commenced his career in 
r the army* He was the son of a Spanish merchant who 
. . m . . _ . 

gmund thereof was from an apprehension of some strength gathered to 
force the Xing from thence, whereupon he had sent Colonel VVhaley’s 
regiment to meet the king —Hid. licit, vol. in. p. £17, 
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left him a small estate near Bridgewater* which enabled 
him, after his father's death, to complete his education 
at Oxford. Failing to ^obtain acMlemic prgfermedt, he 
left the university after # reading there for se^eu years, 
and was soon afterwards elected member of parliament 
fpr Bridgewater. The early dissolution of that assembly 
gave a new turn to his fortunes ; ar^l when die civil 
war broke out be declared for the parliament, and, pro- 
curing a commission as captayu of drpgpons, obtained 
considerable notoriety by his Boldness and dexterity 
on many occasions of immpieft* peril. * At Bristol be 
offered a desperate resistance to prinfe Rupert, ajd 
consequence of the valour he dismayed* throughout the 
subsequent campaign was appointed goverppr of Taun- 
ton in l6’44?. He is said to have been a myn of a mo- 
rose humour, but t&sd of the society of ,f good fellows,” 
who relished his saturnine wit, ami the rampant bitter- 
ness with which he used to inveigh against courts and 
courtiers.* ^Jut, notwithstanding his anti-monarchical 
spirit, he disapproved of the trial of the king, which he 
considered cruel and illegal, having been often heard to 
excl&itn, that he would as freely venture his life to save 
the king, as ever he had done to serve the parliament ; 
a saying which, like many other strange things that 
were said and done in those days, is^ieithiff very intel*^ 
ligibie in itself, nor very creditable to the political mo- 
rality of the utterer. • 

As anight have been expected from one who talked so 
loosely and vehemently, the king was no sooner put to 
death, than Blake became a more furious republican 
than ever. His blunt zeal and reckless courage rt& ora- 
inended him to rapid promotion, and he was removed 
from the dragoons to the navy, and from thence, in con- 
junction with Deane and Popham, to the command of 
the fleet that was sent out against prince Itupert. In 
this capacity he displayed extraordinary respjution and 
great abilities : but the successful issue of his nay^l ex- 
ploits does not diminish the wonder which the appoint- 

* * Clarendon. 

Q % 
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mini of a horse-officer to such a post must naturally 
agate* It has been attempted to be explained by an in- 
genidus speculation ipon the probable motives of the 
new government. The pUrligment, says a modern 
writer *had lately taken upon themselves the rank, 
though not the title, of states- general, and therefore 
might be inclined) to make use of deputies for the direc- 
tion both of fleets and armies, who were to judge in 
great points, to be obeyed by such as were skilful 
in theik profession, either as seamen or soldiers ; for, in 
their judgment, to conw'iatvl was one thing, and to act 
Another. This explanation, if it be of any value at all, 
is quite as applicable' to one form of government as an- 
other, and leaves the personal question exactly where it 
was before All governments must employ men of 
ability to judge in great points, qrfi to represent their 
interests abroad ; but the puzzle,' which this explana- 
tion does not satisfy, is, that any government should 
choose a man to command a fleet whose whole expe- 
rience had been previously confined to the command of 
a troop of dragoons. 

Blake, nevertheless, acquired so great a reputation at 
sea, as to obtain a warmer panegyric in the pages of 
history than had ever h:en before bestowed upon any 
, naval conrnfcmder who came so late to the study of the 
profession, mastering its ^difficulties with unexampled 
rapidity. “ lie was tile first man,” says a contemporary 
historian, “ that declined the old track, and made it 
manifest *that the science might be attained in less time 
^han was imagined, and despised those rules which had 
been* long in practice, to keep his ship and men out of 
danger, which hau been held in former times a point of 
great ability and circumspection ; as if the principal art 
requisite in a captain of a ship had been to come home 
safe again. He was the first man that brought the 
£hips to pnntemn castles on shoar, which had been 
thought ever very formidable, and were discovered by 


* Campbell, ii. 117, 
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him to make a noise only, and to fight those who ccrifid 
rarely be hurt by them| He was the first that infu^d 
that proportion of courage »to seafcen, by iyakiqg them 
sfee by experience what #ni|hty things they <^>uld do if 
they were resolved, and taught them to fight in fire as 
well as upon water ; and though he had been very well 
imitated and followed, he was the first# that gave* the ex- 
ample of that kind of naval courage and bold and reso- 
lute achievements.” * It is superfluous tp observe, that 
this character of Blake does palpable injustice to She dis- 
tinguished men who preceded Mm in high commands 
in the British navy, but it serves to the estinjjttiour 
in which he was held in his own (fay. • 

Such was the man with whom^Montagu* was joined 
(at Blake’s own desire t) in the command pf the fleet 
in th$ Mediterrane£7. Great difficulties were experi- 
enced before the vessels could be got out to sea, in con- 
sequence of discontents amongst the officers, who were 
so ill-disposcfl to the service \fi which they were about 
to be engaged, that many of them insisted upon resign- 
ing their commissions. Montague undertook to appease 
their scruples, and addressed himself to the business 
with bo much dexterity, that he restored the recusants 
to discipline, without resorting to any measures of 
severity; and by the time the ships sailed a^ood under^ 
standing prevailed amongst tj^e company. 

Magnificent projects were meditated by the admirals. 
Thei’t; first design was to fall upon the Spanish fleet in 
the harbour of Cadiz. The consideration of uhis bold 
undertaking was referred to a council of war, and aban** 
doned as impracticable, but not without reluctance rafter 
a minute examination of the position*. The reduction 
of Gibraltar was next thought of, as a point of immense 
importance to the future operations of the English in 
those waters. Montague, however, appears to have 
doubted the likelihood of success. He was» 9 f opinion 
that the only way by which that fortress could betaken 


q 3 


* Clarendon. 


t Lediard, ii. 567. 



230 NAVAL HISTORY QF ENGLAND. 

v%uld be by landing a large body of forces on the 
isthmus, and thus, cutting *oflff all communication be- 
tween ijthe itown ana the Train, to make an energetic 
assault 'upon the garrison ; mut, distrustful of the Im- 
patient spirits of the seamen, he recommended that the 
force to be employed, to the number of five thousand, 
should be "exclusively military. The siege of this place, 
long afterwards, proved that his judgment in this in- 
stance was erroneous, foe it was to that very impetuosity 
whiclPhe so much feared, that the success of the enter- 
prise was to be njamly*attrii>uted.* 

Xlie fleet, unable to strike any decisive blow against 
Spain, after ci%isin^ about for sorqe time idly before 
Cadiz, mad* for the opposite coast of Barbary, for the 
purpose oftdiastising the Tripoli am] Sallee rovers, who, 
notwithstanding the terror inspired by Blake’s appear- 
ance off their shores during the preceding year, still 
continued to manifest an insolent disposition. But it 
was no easy matter to ckisIi these desperate barbarians, 
who seemed to possess a charmed life in the prosecution 
of their lawless practices. Montague perceived the 
difficulty of subduing them by ordinary means at sea, 
and suggested the advantages that might be derived 
from taking forcible possession of some place on the 
, coast of Africa, not merely in respect to the facility it 
would afford in overawing the rovers, but the protection 
it would render to our trade in the Levant. This sug- 
gestion would no doubt have been promptly acted, upon ; 
but in tfie meanwhile such terms as satisfied the Pro- 
jector were proposed and accepted, and Montague was 
disappointed in ihe execution of a favourite design. 

The fleet was* now perfectly useless, discharging a 
sort of negative duty from which no practical results 
of any kimf could flow. It was checked by orders from 
home, which, instead of leaving a wider discretion to 
{he admirois, exhibited a tendency to circumscribe their 
powers. Independently of this, the whole policy of the 


Campbell. 



CAPTURE OP SPANISH GALLEONS. %$\ 

• ' * 

war was doubtful. While other nations were carrwng 
on a profitable trade wijh Spain, which the English 
could not prevent, wifhcfet engaging single-handed* in 
hostilities with a confedemcy of maritime 0 powers, this 
fleet was cruising about for no better purpose than to 
show how much naval strength England could afford to 
squander for nothing. Montague remonstrated earnestly 
with the government on this subject, showed how much 
prejudice was done to our trade by a perseverance m 
this ruinous course, and proposed that, if we yere still 
to maintain an offensive attitude, it would be sufficient 
to keep a squadron of light frigaftes in those sea^, 
leaving the fleet at liberty to un<lert^<? more advanta- 
geous enterprise!. But the Ilrotector was obstinate. 
He had alieady made his calculation,* and, right or 
wrong, he resolved# to keep a strict watch *upon Spain. 
The fleet was accordingly ordered back to Cadiz, and 
Montague was compelled to resume his forlorn post in 
the autumi* 

Fortunately it happened on this occasion, that, hope- 
less as the design was in itself, it yielded an accidental 
benefit. While the main body of the fleet lay off 
Cadiz, endeavouring to provoke tht* Spanish squadron 
into an engagement, or tru^ing to good fortune for an 
opportunity of intercepting the rfch fhjtilla that was 
then expected home, captain Stavner in the Speak#!-, 
accompanied by the Brul^emter and the Plymouth, 
went to a neighbouring bay to take in fresh water and 
proVisions. On his course he luckily fell i\\ with eight 
galleons returning from America. Such an unlooked 
for prize may be readily supposed to have excited tlie 
drooping ardour of the men, who attacked the galleons 
with such tumultuous fury that in tfie course of a few 
hours, one was sunk, another burnt, two were forced 
ashore, and others taken, on board of which they found 
money and plate to the value of six hundred thousand 
pounds.* * ** • 

* According to some accounts, two of the galleons escaped ; others say 
offiy one. Whitelocke says that two were sunk and two burnt, that one 

Q 4 
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The vessel that was burnt bad on board the marquis 
of B&dajos, viceroy of Mexico, with his wife, and sons, 
and daughters. The marqu^, together with his wife 
and eldekt daughter, peri sheet* but the rest of his family 
and nearly We hundred other persons were saved by the 
humanity of the English. Admiral Montague, in a 
letter to <■ secretary JThurloe, gives the following account 
of the silver taken in the galleons : “ There have been 
some miscarriages by the ships that did take the ships 
of Spaifl ; but Tlshall delay to tell of them here ; and 
I judge the best way to improve mercies of this kind 
i^ to look forwaru : however, that is my business at 
this tfthe. The* silver they brought is on board this 
ship, and the Vice-admi.al : in the Admiral we have five 
hundred and lifty sous of silver, and boxes of plate, 
and nine pieces of silver, not well arefined, like suptr* 
loaves. In the Vice-admiral there is a hundred and 
twenty- four sous of silver, all which we judge may pro- 
duce nearly two hundred thousand pounds. 1 hope I 
speak the least, and that it‘will make much more. In 
the galleons' holds, also, there is that space between 
the mainmast and the bulk-head of the bread-room, 
not yet rummaged.* * 

Montague was charged „with instructions to convey 
the treasure ir. Ellwand, and he requested that some 
triusty persons might be sent to meet the fleet at Ports- 
mouth, for the purpose cxT receiving the silver. Great 
pains were taken to make a due impression of the mag- 
nitude of t(tis prize upon the public mind. When the 
precious ore readied London it was placed in open carts 
and ammunition -waggons, and thus ceremoniously con- 
veyed in a sort of triumph through Southwark to the 
Tower, to be coined. A guard of only ten soldiers ac- 
companied the waggons, by way of making an. osten- 
tatious display of confidence in the people. Nor was 
all this exhibition without its effect, for there was 

<b 

waa ‘aken containing two millions of silver, and that it was believed one of 
those which were sunk had as much. 

* Thurloe’s State Papers, v. 509. 
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scarcely a single event that occurred throughout the 
period of the interregpufi, which procured so tnych 
popularity for Cromwell. I Montague was Joadpd with 
panegyrics (although it Tfality his whole share in the 
transaction consisted in carrying home the treasure); 
the Protector lavished the most unbounded flattery upon 
him ; and he received the formal thanks of tfie Com* 
mens from the lips of the Speaker." 1 

The activity necessary to b* observgl^n a species ofiG57. 
warfare, which constantly exposed the English* to ag- 
gression from several foreign jfdVers, soon opened fresh 
employment for Montague, who in tlie # following* yaur 
was appointed to the command of fhe fllfet in the Downs. 

His intimacy witfi Cromwell arift his family had now 
increased to such a height, that few persons in the king- 
dom ^tood so high in* favour at court. He was present 
upon all occasions of public interest, the Protector tes- 
tifying his regard for him, by always placing him near 
his person. # Upon the second inauguration of Crom- 
well in Westminster Hall, which took place in June, 
l()57 t we find Montague assisting conspicuously in that 
anomalous ceremony. The earl of Aj^arwick stood on 
the right of his highness's chair with the sword of state, 
and the lord mayor on the Mft with the city sword. 

“ Near the earl of Warwick," says Whitel<&ke, “ stooc^ 
the lord viscount Lisle, general Montague, and I. each 
of us having a drawn sword in 1 our hands.” When 
the Protector, leaving the assembly, entered his “rich 
coach,” we find Montague again in his train, Occupying 
one of the boots ! “ In the upper end of it sat himself 

(Cromwell), in his robes,” continues Whitelocke in 
the other end sat the earl of AVarwicft ; in one boot sat 
his son Richard and I, with a drawn sword in my 
hand ; and in the other boot sat the lord viscount Lisle 

9 

* “ Upon general Montague’s coming into the House, thf Speaker gave 
him the thank* of the House for his great and gewni services done for this 
commonwealth at sea.”— Whitelocke , p. 653. This piece of gross. flattery 
was at least premature, for up to tins tune Montague had rendered no ser- 
vices whatever at sea, except that of sailing from Cadiz to JJarbary and 
back ^ain. 
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and general Montague, with swords drawn in their 
hapds.” * It is not to be doftbtpd, therefore, that what- 
ever Montague’s private sediments may have beep, he 
exhibited po disinclination | o pepay the patronage be 
received^by a close attendance upon the Protector, f 

The principal objects for which the fleet in the 
Downs wfis designed, were — to keep a strict watch 
upon the Dutch, to carry on the war with Spain, and 
to assist and facilitate t^ie impending enterprise upon 
Dunkirk. It does not 1 appear that Montague took any 
positive measures to pruftiofcs any one of these objects ; 
) *fc it is said that* he did all he could : but upon this 
occasion, probably, as upon the former, the best thing 
he could do ?yas to do "nothing. Here then was another 
fleet splitting in the sun, to forward remote ends by a 
sort of stagnant menace. He seems to have grown 
weary enough of this laborious indolence, and by way 
of relaxation made a journey to the camp of marshal de 
Turenne, to consult him ^bout the best means of carry- 
ing on these negative hostilities. Having satisfied him- 
self on this point, lie returned, no wiser it may be sus- 
pected than he went, and went on board the* fleet, which 
continued to cruise about the channel until the beginning 
of winter. 

This sorl of life was ill adapted to such a man as 
Montague, and it is not very surprising that he should 
soon have grown sick* of it. He is said, indeed, to 
have entertained serious thoughts about this time of 
retiring from the public service altogether. A service 
<&o unprofitable could hardly have had any other effect 
upon, a temper so mercurial than that of producing dis- 
gust. It is not l/hprobable, also, that he discovered the 
political immorality of the business he was employed to 
advance; that he thought it alike impolitic and unjust 
to assist the ‘trade of the French by harassing the trade 

* * Whirdocke, p 662. 

f Mwntague’s personal attachment to Cromwell is said to have so com- 
p'etely overpowered his good sense, that he was one of those very 
ritcuiUH person* who strongly urged the Protector to take the title of Ifjng 1 . — 
Clarendon's History oj the Rebellion, ni. f>70. 
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of all the rest of the world ; and that he felt some awk- 
ward compunctions of An science in ransacking # the 
Dutch ships for silver, which slems to have ^een the 
only active function he discharged in the Wojyns. In 
addition to all these weighty reasons for desiring to 
renounce his command, he had very cogent objections to 
urge against the obscure and evasive character of his 
instructions. This was the greatest difficulty of all to 
an officer who wished and endgavourad #to perform his 
duties with zeal and punctuality. lie never coifld pene- 
trate the real meaning of tile orders fye received, which, 
without fairly leaving him to the exercise of hi# <Hb- 
cretion on any sipgle point, constantly subjected him to 
the necessity of acting on his own responsibility. The 
apparent design of the government was to*secure a re- 
treat for themselves *from the consequences of any act 
in which the fleet nfiglit become involved, playing fast 
and loose with foreign powers, just as occasion served, 
and ready at any moment f offer up the admiral as a 
victim. Montague’s letters to Cromwell plainly betray 
the embarrassment in which he was thus placed ; and it 
is evident enough, that the Protector expected him to 
follow his own course, without being able to justify 
himself afterwards by officiaiPsanctyns. £ letter from 
Richard Cromwell in reference to the business of t]^e 
flag, places this sinister policy jn an unequivocal light. 
In that epistle Montague was commanded in express 
tern*s to insist upon the honour of the flag from all 
nations within the British seas, the writer observing, at 
the same time, that he did not exactly know what thdUe 
limits were, and that he (Montague) was to tfltecute 
these orders with caution, since peace or war depended on 
them. It was obviously impossible to obey such direc- 
tions without risking censure one way orjhc other; yet 
Montague carried himself through the dilemma with so 
much sagacity that he not only escaped blame, but sa{js- 
fied all parties by his urbanity and candour, ex«pt the 
D^tcli, who complained bitterly of the vigilance with 
which he searched their vessels. 
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1658. While he was meditating plans of retirement Crom- 
well died, The principal project V vhich engrossed atten- 
tion at tfiis moment was the^war between Sweden and 
Denmark ^The Dutch, cons' ious of the injury which 
their fcracfe would suffer from the success of the former, 
openly assisted the latter with a formidable fleet Crom- 
well thought that It was of no less importance to the 
trade of England to assist Sweden ; but he proceeded 
more cautiously fl and, instead of openly supporting his 
ally, he procured a commission for sir George Ayscue in 
a Swedish ship, an$ sent out a fleet under the command 
o£*ncfi -admiral Jroodson, with private instructions to act 
under Ayscue's orders. ^ This fleet wa^long retarded by 
contrary wind^ and, arriving too late to be of any use 
in the northern seas, was forced to return to England. 
In the mean while the demise of the Protector prodr ced 
a general expectation that this Swedish enterprise would 
be abandoned ; but Richard Cromwell was resolved, in 
this instance at least, to follow out the intentions of his 
father. He accordingly caused a fresh fleet to be put 
into requisition for the Baltic, and appointed Montague 
to take tlie command. 

This was the most considerable naval armament that 
had been sent out of England since the commencement 
of the Dutch war. The admiral's ship, the Naseby, car- 
ried 70 guns and 600 men ; the Resolution, 80 guns 
and a like number of men ; in addition to which there 
were fourteen ships carrying 50 pieces of cannon.and 
upwards, twenty* eight 40-gun ships, four of 30 guns, 
atrd twelve smaller vessels, varying from 22 to 28 pieces 
of caruion. The whole fleet consisted of sixty ships, 
carrying 11,820 men. 

1659. The avowed object of this expedition was to bring 
about a peace between the belligerent powers. But the 
whole proceeding was a practical blunder. When Mon- 
tage arrived in the Baltic, he wrote to the king of 
Sweden, and to the Dutch admiral, informing them that 
he was instructed not to respect the private advantage of 
England, but the public tranquillity of Europe, by en- 
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gaging them both to enter into an equitable peace. The 
king of Sweden was well known to be indisposed to pa- 
cific measures, so that mil methqfi of entreating him at 
the head of a powerful sluadron had a verj suspicious 
aspect. It was as much as to imply that England was 
resolved to go to war for the purpose of enforcing tran- 
quillity. An armed mediation of this desctijAion was 
not only unwarrantable but absurd. 

The perplexities of the situation in which Montague 
found himself thus involved were still* firth er increased 
by the ingenious methods adopted by the parliament to 
tie up his hands and outrage his feelings. While tfey 
placed him nominally in command gf* the fleet,* they 
compelled him to*act in conjunction with Jfiree commis- 
sioners, colonel Algernon Sidney, sir Robert Heywood, 
and Mr. Thomas Bcpn, who were appointeS to conduct 
the tiegociations : aiyl, as if this were not sufficient to 
shatter his fidelity and destroy all confidence in the pro- 
tection of ijte government, they deprived him of his 
regiment of horse before lie left home. Such inexpli- 
cable treatment, under circumstances of such grave re- 
sponsibility, was characteristic of the craven fears and 
strange disorders that agitated the administration. 

The death of Cromwell loo|pned, if it did not wholly 
destroy, the ties that hound Montague to tlte republican, 
party ; and these indignities were not likely to inspife 
him with renewed ardour irf thair cause. The moment 
was favourable to the royalists, and they promptly took 
advantage of it to sound the discontented adnjiral. 

In the fleet with Montague there was a cousin of hi% 
Edward Montague, the eldest son of the lord Montague 
of Boughton. This gentleman was well known to Charles 
and to Clarendon, who had long kept up a private corre- 
spondence with him, and who had induced him to take 
that voyage for the purpose of endeavouring to wean 
over the admiral to their side. The time was now ar- 
rived when they were to test the success of his influenfib. 
A messenger was dispatched* with a letter from Charles 
anA another from the chancellor, to be delivered pri- 
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vately to Edward Montague, without the knowledge of 
the admiral's dolleagues. The strictest secreay was ne T 
cesSary m the management of Ibis* delicate and hazardous 
affair ; a^d. ‘hnluckily, the j prson who was entrusted, 
with the* mission was not only ifnown to the fleet, hut 
was possessed of such frank and exulting loyalty that he 
very neaily* betrayed the whole business. It was with 
difficulty he could be prevailed upon to suppress his en- 
thusiasm ; and Edward Montague finally sent him away 
without^permirtiitg him* fo speak with the admiral, or 
allowing him to suppose that he knew any thing of hia 
errand. « 

Tflh service rt^uired by (Charles was, that Montague 
should speedily bring b&ck the fleet to England, in order 
to be ready to* co-operate with sir George Booth, who 
was already 'kt the head of an army, in Chester, where a 
general combination was formed to (declare for the king. 
As soon as the fleet appeared upon the coast, his majesty 
or the duke of York was immediately to gp on board. 
The plan was plausible, ant\ much argument was not ne- 
cessary to fix the wavering inclinations of Montague. 
He saw that such an opportunity might not occur again 
to enable him with credit to embrace the cause of the 
king ; and he felt that ifjie refused, and the king pros- 
pered, he would b& placed in a dangerous predicament, 
Without having the consolation of carrying with him the 
sympathies of the opposite party. lie was probably 
moved also by higher considerations — a sense of return- 
ing allegiapce to the exiled Stuarts, a conviction tha'fc the 
igonarchical principle was better adapted to the wants 
and habits of the English than republican institutions ; 
and a desire to restore the honour of the navy, which 
had been seriously tarnished during the period of the 
commonwealth. The answer transmitted to the king 
contained sufficient proof of the willing disposition of 
Montague to promote his views. 

•The change which this resolution insensibly produced 
in theSnanner of the admiral did not escape the pene- 
tration of colonel Algernon Sidney. His suspicions, 
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already excited by the conduct of the njjessenger, who 
if he had remained a sj^iglp day longer would have beeri 
committed to prison by tlfe plenipotentiaries, w^re now 
confirmed by the freq^en| conversations tha| took place 
between Montague and his cousin, and other eqtially sig- 
nificant circumstances. In this emergency it was impe- 
rative upon the admiral to act with deaision, aftd? availing 
himself of the absence of his colleagues, who were at 
Copenhagen, he called a council of the jiag-officers of the 
fleet, and, submitting to them # a plain statement of the 
impossibility of doing any tfiiftg for the honour of their 
country by remaining where they wete, not having^u>y 
authority to fight, and being* the^tore useless, he 
suggested the necessity of retufning hon^, a necessity 
especially enforced by the dearth of provjpions, there 
being scarcely enough in the fleet to carry them to Eng- 
land. Similar sentiments had no doubt been already 
entertained by nearly all the officers present, and the 
question w*5 quickly dedd^jL. Thus fortified by the 
opinions of the council, Montague shaped bis course for 
England, to the consternation of his diplomatic colleagues, 
who, without having received any notice from him to 
that effect, had the mortification to witness from the 
shore the departuie of the vessels. The rapidity of the 
movement was fortunate ; for Sidmfy and file rest were 
in possession of secret instructions to secure the person 
of Montague on board bis owr^ship, and dispose of the 
command of the fleet as they thought fit, upon the first 
symptom of disaffection. Frustrated in the execution of 
their object, they discharged their venom against the 
admiral in a despatch to the parliament, accusing iim of 
treachery and desertion. • 

By the time the fleet arrived in England, a sad reverse 
had already taken place in the king’s affairs. Sir George 
Booth, completely overthrown, was a pfisoner in the 
^Tower; the Hump was restored to its authop^y ; and the 
complaint of the plenipotentiaries Was already Ihe 
hands of parliament. But Montague was not easily dis- 
mtyed ; his secret was safe in the keeping of his cousin ; 
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and, without waiting for a summons, he went up to 
London and presented himself l^efore the parliament to 
give anaccount of hiscondult. He justified his returii 
by the tnpimous opinion of tpe flag-officers, that his, 
provisions must have failed if he had staid until the win- 
ter had shut him up in the Sound. The candour of his 
address tnd the reasonableness of his arguments dis- 
armed the jealousy with which his proceedings were re- 
garded, and the jwliame^it was content with accepting 
his resignation, and appointing Lawson, a rigid ana- 
baptist, in his place. Ah l\ppe of the king's restoration 
j.t an end for *the present, and Montague withdrew 
to his estate in country, resolved to dedicate the re- 
mainder of tys life to tranquillity and Retirement, 

1 660. During the events that immediately afterwards ensued, 
he strictly observed his resolution* not to interfere in 
public affairs ; and it was not until those revolutions 
were over which followed Lambert’s invasion of the 
parliament, and general plonk’s march inio England, 
that he was prevailed upon to abandon his repose for 
the royal service. Being solicited to resume the com- 
mand of the fleet, he sent privately to the king for his 
approbation before he would consent. Having pro- 
cured the required sanction, he transmitted to his 
majesty a liH of sAch officers as might be confided in, 
ahd another list of those whom he apprehended it would 
be necessary to reduce by force ; desiring at the same 
time to be informed whether the king placed implicit 
confidence, in Monk (whose conduct for a long time 
Mps so unintelligible to the king's party), and wishing 
that ijo notice might be taken to his excellency as to 
how liis own inclinations stood . * The king’s reliance 
upon Monk at this juncture was testified by a letter in 
reply directed to Monk and Montague, for the purpose 
of being cornrfcunicated to the fleet ; in which-his ma- 

w w It was no small inconvenience to his majesty that he was restraint 1 ^ 
from coil nu mealing to either the confidence he had in the other, which 
might have facilitated both their designs. But the mutual jealousies be. ■ 
tween them, and indeed of all men, would not permit that liberty ttUua 
majesty,” — Clarendon's History qf the Rebellion, iii. 506. 
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jesty expressed the “ comfort” it afforded him to hear 
that the fleet and ships^ which are the walls of the king- 
dom, are put under the coifimand #)f two persons, so well 
disposed to, and concerned in, the peace and* happiness 
of the kingdom/* # 

Montague went on board the fleet at once, and was 
amazed to find Lawson, from wkonh he expefcted the 
strongest opposition, well disposed to serve the king 
as himself. All reserve was now laid aside , he caused 
his majesty's letter to be read publicly m the ships, and 
without waili g for orders j’rom the parliament, sailed 
direct foi Holland, sending an otfictfl- to the Hagjjj^to 
infoim the king that he was ready to i^ceive him.* Be- 
fore he departed ,• he left two wnall vessels behind to 
attend the parliamentary commissioners, which they 
looked upon as a ma»k of disrespect ; but the king was 
so pleased with the ^warmth and energy displayed by 
Montague* on this occasion, that he covered the proceed- 
ing by an antedated order. .As soon as the vessels ar- 
rived at the Hague, the duke of York went on hoard to 
take the command of the fleet as lord high admiral, and 
was received with acclamations of joy. A list of the 
names of the ships was given to his r<fyal highness, who 
returned with it m his majesty, that he might “ new 
christen those ships/’ says Olarendonf “ whifh too much 
preserved the memory of the late governors and of tMI 
republic.” When the cerenTonitls incidental to the oc- 
casion were concluded, admiral Montague conveyed his 
majesty to England, and in two days afterward# received 
the riband of the garter on board the flag-ship in this 
Downs. • 

The services he rendered the king^n this great crisis 
were munificently acknowledged and rewarded as soon 

as the court was settled ; and amongst the dignities and 

• 

* Admiral Montague in the minutes of his journal preserved in Ken- 
n\£h*s Chronicle, says that sir John Grenville went on boafcfthe Nasebyyt 
teii o’clock at night, with a message from general Monk, that thfc king's 
presence was urgently required in London, and desiring him therefore to 
sail at once, which he accordingly did, sending sir John over to apprise the 
kingthat the fleet should be ready to attend him. 
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honours conferred upon those who had been mainly in* 
strumental to the restoration, we find the admiral 
c.re‘afced % by letters patent, beiing date 12 th July 1660, 
baron M*mt8gue of St. Neots in the county of Hun* 
tingdon,* viscount Hitchingorote in the county, and 
earl of Sandwich in Kent ; sworn into the privy council, 
and appointed master of the king’s wardrobe, admiral of 
the narrow seas, and lieutenant admiral to the duke of 
York. 

As admiral of the narrow seas, the earl of Sandwich 
was placed in a favourable position to improve his in- 
fluence, having upon all occasions the escort and care of 
all persons of fapk and distinction passing between the 
courts of Europe and England ; but hi? scarcely required 
any opportunities of that kind to establish himself in the 
good opinion of the new monarch,, who appears to have 
taken him at once into his confic^nce. He constantly 
attended the council, especially when questions of foreign 
policy were under consideration, and was Jooked up to 
in a short time as one of His majesty’s principal advisers. 
At the coronation he carried St. Edward’s staff, occu- 
pying a place as conspicuous as that which he had so 
recently filled at the inauguration of Cromwell. 

The first question importance upon which his 
lordship w *3 consulted by the council, was the sale of 
©unkirk, and he has been heavily censured for the ad- 
vice he tendered to the crown on this occasion. The 
question was this; — Dunkirk had been taken by Crom- 
well froip the Spaniards, and now that the common- 
wealth was at an end, the Spaniards claimed its restor- 
ation as a matter of right. The French, on the other 
hand, asserted tha/ they had entered into a compact with 
Cromwell, by which the place was to be delivered to 
them upon payment of the expences of the war, which 
they were now ready to pay down, demanding the ful- 
filment of the stipulation. The king, of course, was not 
Eound by' any arrangements entered into by Cromwell ; 
and t/ie point to be decided by the council was, whether 
Dunkirk should be sold or Jkept ? They agreed that it 
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ought to be sold ; and, the purchase money being paid, 
It was delivered over ifito* the hands of France. Ac* 
counts differ very much to the grounds^upou winch 
the council arrived at ijris conclusion, and ttye^part that 
was espoused by the several ministers implicated in the 
decision. Clarendon, if his own authority may be re- 
lied upon, was against it in the first instance, Although 
he afterwards conducted the bargain^ with M. d’Estrades, 
the French plenipotentiary, ^Vlonk was, from the be- 
ginning, in favour of the sale, Supported by tli* earl of 
Sandwich, who said that th^cdast of Dunkirk was gene- 
rally so tempestuous, and the grounfi so rolling jjfton 
every storm, that there never coukl be^ny certain steer- 
age into the port. # Reasons so weak as th^se must have 
been contemptuously rejected as being utterly nsufficient 
to justify the sale of s© important a position on the French 
coast; and, according to Clarendon, others were put for- 
ward of a stronger kind, both by Sandwich and Monk* 
They assert**! that Dunkirk, # being no harbour, was of 
little utility ; that the expence of keeping it was greater 
than the crown could afford ; and that, if we continued 
to hold possession of it, we should be inevitably involved 
in a war. Burnet’s account agrees in tlfemain particulars 
with this statement ; hut is darkened by a suspicion to 
which Clarendon makes no referent. Unsays, k * the 
military men,” alluding evidently to Monk and Sandwicff, 
who were the only members of # the army or the navy, 
except the duke of York, present at the council, and who 
were noth ordinarily designated as generals, “.the mili- 
tary men, who were believed to he corrupted by France* 
said the place w r as not tenable ; that in time of pe^ce it 
would put the king to a great charge, and in time of 
war it would not quit the cost of keeping it.”f What 
is meant by the corruption of the military men cannot 
now be satisfactorily determined , hut it dots not appear 
that they received any recognition of their # |prvioes in 


* Campbell, vol. li. p. 285. 

f Burnet, vol. i. pp. 311 , .312, OxforcVJedition. 
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this matter from the king of France, while the part taken 
by Clarendon in promoting the sale was specially ac- 
knowledged in an aufograpbp letter from that monarch. 
As to the opinions of Monk and Sandwich concerning 
the difficulty of keeping the’ place, it is curious that, 
upon this point, they were directly opposed by the count 
Schombferg, who strongly urged his majesty to retain 
possession of Dunkirk, which, he said, considering 
the naval power of England, could not he taken. He 
had considered ’the plarj'e well, and was sure it could 
never be taken as long* as ^ England was mistress of the 
sqL* * 

There can doubt that Schomberg was right, and 
the “ military men " wrong; and notwithstanding the 
efforts that nave been made to vindicate the earl of 
Sandwich irom blame in this affair, he cannot be ex- 
tricated from the imputation of having tendered bad 
advice to the king. The “ corruption/ 1 hinted at by 
Burnet, is unsupported by facts of any s^rt, and may 
be dismissed as a hasty aiSd injurious surmise. If there 
were any corruption in the case, it was much more 
likely to have originated with the king of England than 
the king of FranCfe ; for the money obtained by the sale 
of Dunkirk was destine^ to be lavished upon his ma- 
jesty’s mistress. Probably this was the secret moving 
power that swayed the decision of the council, and 
Sandwich may not hawe been invulnerable to such se- 
ducing influences. One of his biographers earnestly de- 
fends hiip against the charge of having consented to the 
transfer of the place to the French, asserting that, on the 
contrary, he declared for demolishing it. t But this de- 
fence, unsustained by any authority whatever, is totally 
unworthy of credit The question was not between selling 
and demolishing Dunkirk, but between selling and keep- 
ing it. If the earl of Sandwich were conscientiously 
convinced that it would be imprudent to keep the place, 
die only judicious alternative that was left open was to 


* Burnet, i. 311,312. Oxford edition. 


f Campbell, ii £8* 
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part with it upon the best terms that could be obtained. 
But to incur the expeAce|of destroying it; and thej* to 
suffer it to pass quietly into the Hands of the French, or 
perhaps to become a sourcesof contention betvfle^n Frances 
and Spain, was a piece of weakness which it is impos- 
sible to reconcile with the general sagacity of Jxis lord- 
ship's character. ^ 9 

That he believed Dunkirk not worth the cost of keep- 
ings seems to have been his piiqcipal reason for desiring 
to relinquish it. He said to his friend Pepys, A at <e he 
wondered any wise people slfoultt be sq troubled for Dun- 
kirk, and scorns all tbeir talk against it, /or tbat hwgees 
it was not Dunky-k, but the other pl#:es, that did and 
would annoy us, though we hatT that, a*»uch as if we 
had it not." * His lordship’s biographer adopts the same 
view, and says that the earl of Sandwich did not set si 
higher value upon Dunkirk than, in the condition it was 
then, the place deserved.’' It is strange, that while his 
lordship was so impressed with the uselessness of Dun- 
kirk to England, he did not foresee of what value it 
might become to France ; and that, despising it on ac- 
count of the low condition in which happened to be 
at that time, he did not perceive the advantages that 
might be gained by strengthening an^ improving it. Ilis 
biographer, although he vindicates the persons concerned 
from any suspicion of corruption or ill-intention in trns 
transaction," admits with sufficient candour that the ‘ sale 
of Dunkirk to the French is a thing never to be vindi- 
cated ; ” and furnishes the following ample excuse for 
the indignation with which it has been subsequently re* 
garded by the people of this country. Having %tated 
that Louis XIV. spent many millions in fortifying it, 
not because the place deserved it, but because it was 
the only port by which he could annoy us” (a proof that 
it deserved all the pains he could bestow upon it), the 
writer proceeds to observe, that “ aftpr it wae thus im- 
proved and fortified, all those inconveniences take» away 


* Pepys' Diary, i. 173, 394. 
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wljich made it useless in out hands, and a multitude of 
woyks raised, for which Engknd would never have beeti 
at the rtcpen^e, it became such a thorn in our sides, and 
«we were^rrfade so thoroughlyj sensible of its importance, 
in the situation it then stood, that it is no wonder at all 
post^ty believed whatever they were told of the ini- 
quity of gelling tHis^place, and heartily detested the mi- 
nisters, whoever they were, by whom the measure was 
taken, though ,evrtainly r they did not, indeed could not, 
pereeivfc the consequences.” * There is more goodnature 
than discernment, in this apology for the great error 
cos«^iitted by the earl of Sandwich in this affair. It 
would have beenOetter to have frantyy condemned his 
lordships sheW-sigh teeth ess at once, than to set up as 
an excuse that he could not perceive the consequences. 
It was his duty to weigh the consequences maturely be- 
fore he ventured to decide ; and he had done so, he 
must have perceived them to their full extent. Military 
and naval men are expected to understand the value of 
fortified positions ; hut the most inexperienced civilian, 
by a glance at the map, might have anticipated the 
effects that fell u^on our trade by the surrender of Dun- 
kirk to the French. Those effects were so disastrous +, 
that not v^ery lo^g tli£ place was strengthened, the 
English ministers, in a preliminary article to the treaty 
of Utrecht, insisted upon th.c demolition of Dunkirk, sti- 
pulating not only that the town and port should be de- 
stroyed, hut that there never should be a harbour «there 
again. The earl of Sandwich must have foreseen the 
Available importance of such a place, and it is idle to 
attenfpt to screen him from the responsibility of his 
conduct. The fact seems to he, that the king wanted 
the money to stop the clamours of his mistress ; the 
sale of Dunkirk was privately determined upon, before 
the council was called to give validity to the transaction 
% * 

^ Campbell, ii. 259. 

f Dunkirk did us more damage, saya Bolin gbroke, than almost all the 
port? of France, either in the ocean or the Mediterranean. — Crdrfts'inan^ 
vol v. p. 187- •' 

1 Clarendon says in his Defence, “ It is very well known to his majesty, 
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and Sandwich, in common with others, was persuaded 
by representations ra#ety unintelligible at courts/ to 
sanction a proceeding which can neither be defended nor 
palliated.* • » • # i 

The duties imposed uptji the earl of Sandwich during 
the first few months of his employment in the |girrow 
seas were merely ceremonial and complimentary. In 
September, 1660, he went with a squadron of nine ships 
of war to Helvoeuluys, to brijig over # tje king’s sister, 
the princess of Orange, who died soon after he* arrival 
in England ; and when that ffeSt returned, his majesty 



and to several persons yet alive, that the pfrting with Dunkirk was resolved 
upon before I ever heard of it; ” and a variety of adthorUiei are cited in 
the Jast Oxford edition of Burnet to show, by an aocumufction of circum- 
stantial evidence, that the* sale of Dunkirk and the Portugal match, as it 
was felled, were both settled by the intervention of the queen-mother of 
England (which D’Esiradre, by the way, denies), and the court of Por- 
tugal. f 

* The zeal with which Dr. Campbell labours to rescue Monk and the earl 
of Sandwich lrofe the odium of having been actuated by any unworthy mo- 
tives, sometimes carries him, malgrk As usual prudence, beyond the strict 
limits marked out by the authorities extant on the subject. For example, 
he thus sums up the important points of Clarendon’s statements 1. 
That fche French king was displeased at the negociatlons being commu- 
nicated to the military men, and consequently had not corrupted them. 
2. The chancellor managed the whole transaction, brought it to bear, and 
for this had the thanks ol the French king. 3, Monk was not satisfied with 
the price, nor privy to the sale, till the price was settled 4. Upon the trea- 
surer’s proposal the design of selling l%nkirk jvas taken up, carried on, 
and concluded, not by Monk, but the chancellor 5 Th,Pbioney was care- 
fully expended and not squandered.” It is not a little curious that the only 
points in these five heads that are of the least importance to the quofmon 
— the 1st and 5th — are either not sfutrtyby Clarendon, or stated with the 
very opposite meaning. He does not say one word about the king of France 
being displeased that the military men were consulted, which Dr. Campbell 
u»es %s a proof that he could not have corrupted them ; and instead of 
saying that the money was carefully expended and not ^uandcred, he 
merely tells us that the king promised not to employ It on any ordinary oc- 
casion, but to preserve it for “ some pressing accident, as an msurrectiorifer 
the like,” which, he adds with no little significance, “ was reasonably enough 
apprehended " But he is totally silent as to how it was actually fltpended. 
The other items are equally erroneous. The s<£ond states that the chan- 
cellor managed the whole transaction, and got the French king’s thanks. 
We know, it is true, from other sources, that the king wrote to Clarendon to 
thank him ;'but Clarendon himself asserts that the “ treatment he received 
after coming into France was evidence enough that that king never thought 
himself beholden to him.” As to having managed the whole transaction. 
Clarendon was only one of four or five commissioners appointed toconduct 
the negociation. The third item is an equally vitiated «egpion of the ori- 
ginal, for Monk, instead of being dissatisfied with the price, or not feing 
privy to the sale, is actually stated by Clarendon to have been -Ate of the 
very ^commissioners who arranged the sale with the French plenipotentiary. 
Tbe value of the fourth item may be estimated from the integrity of the 
others. 

R 4 
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and the duke of York went on board the admirals sliip, 
now named the Resolution, ^lej>t these that night, and 
reviewed the B whole squadron on the following morning, 
1661 * The approaching marriag^ between his majesty and 
the infafita of Portugal, whpse dowry was 800,000t, 
the tttnd of Bombay in India, and the city of Tangier 
in Amca, tendered another expedition necessary, for 
the double purpose* of securing Tangier against the 
Moors, and bringing over, the queen. A numerous fleet, 
consisting of eighteen men of war and two fire-ships, 
commanded by the earl oi Sandwich and admiral (now 
sir^ljphn) Law^pn^ was accordingly appointed ; it being 
secretly determined to take advantage of the presence of 
the fleet in tl^JVlediterianean, to punish the insolence 
of the Algefjne and other Barbary pirates, who had lat- 
terly resumed tlieir depredations upon our merchant 
vessels. The peace they had madq with admiral Blake 
no longer restrained them, since the death of that valiant 
commander ; and they had e , recently fallen u'pon English 
ships with as much recklessness as upon those of Hol- 
land or France. Setting sail from the Downs on the 
19 th June, the earl of Sandwich appeared before Al- 
giers on the 2<)th July, and sent captain Spragge on 
shore with the kin&s lettjr to the principal person in 
the government, and another from himself requiring the 
pA-sence of the English consul, Mr. Brown, which was 
immediately complied With. That evening a council of 
war was held, and the next morning captain Spragge 
and Mr. J&own were ordered to wait upon the regency 
with certain propositions to form the basis of a treaty, 
the ffcst article of which was, that no English ships 
should, for the future, be liable to search on any pre- 
tence whatever. Up to this point, the regency appeared 
willing enough to enter into negociations,but the moment 
this demand was made, they returned a disdainful answer, 
that they , would enter into no peace which would have 
thh effect of depriving them of the right of search. This 
impudent reply was immediately followed up by a brisk 
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fire on the fieet from many new works the Algerines 
had lately erecte^for the defence of the port. It was 
in vain to ! contend in the face of a battery that was field 
to be almost impregnate* and, after retuntfrft the fire** 
of the pirates, and attenqfing to burn the Bhips in the 
harbour, which would have been accomplished^ bq| that 
the wind was unfavourable, the earl Of Sandwich with- 
drew his ships. * 

The project, however, of reducing Jjjese sea-robbers 
was not abandoned. Sir John*Lawson was lefttfbehind, 
with a strong squadron in t&e'lftediterranean, to protect 
the English trade, and chastise the Algerines whejsover 
he might chance to meet them • Like a true British 
admiral he soon^rew weary of tracking J;he waters in 
pursuit of the marauders, and, sailing at once # for Algiers, 
Tripoli, and Tunis, 4ie made such a formidable demon- 
stration, as to comp'd those governments to renew their 
treaties with Englancl. The only difficulty he found, 
was in the &se of Algiers. # Upwards of one hundred 
and fifty English, Irish, and Scotch slaves, and several 
captured ships, were delivered up in the first instance, 
at the demand of sir John Lawson, and sent home ; but 
when the question of surrendering # the goods came to 
be debated, the Algerines bro^te oft’^he treaty, and the 
negociations terminated in an open declaration of war. 
Matters were now, if possible, in a worse dilemma tiffin 
they had been left by the earl* of Sandwich, in so far 
as ^Jgiers was concerned. Nothing could be done against 
the fortification within which the audacious regency 
lay iu perfect security. The only vessel within Laws* 
son's reach was a Corsair of four-and-thirty gun% with 
a crew of two hundred and fifty lnen. Here was a 
good opportunity for a reprisal, and, seizing the Corsair, 
he confiscated her, and sold such of the prisoners as 
were Turks or Moors, to the French admiral, the duke 
of Beaufort, who was then cruizing in the Mediterranean, 
Shortly afterwards, sii John Lawson was called feonSfi ; 
but captain Allen, ^ who replaced him with twelve ships 
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of war, was successful enough to force the Algerine# 
into a treaty. This arrangement certainly did not restrain 
them long, ^though k had a good moral effect in the 
end. The feet was, that the Algerines had strengthened 
their hatbour at this periocp so effectually, that they 
behead j themselves invulnerable to assaults from with, 
out ; but they discovered at last that mere security in 
their port was not enough, and that, severe as was the 
chastisement th^y incurred by their offences upon the sea, 
it was ^possible to provoke a still larger measure of 
punishment from the Christian powers, by adding to 
the«£rime of piracy the guilt of a deliberate violation 
of a voluntary engagement. The treaty if it did not 
bind them, \vap at leafct useful in drawing increased 
infamy upon them when they infringed it to resume 
their lawless courses. This had happened, no dqubt, 
before ; but the repetition of such^ perfidious atrocities, 
attended, as they were, by increasing danger, had a 
natural tendency to exhaust that confidence which ena- 
bled the Algerines for so many years to spread terror 
over the seas they infested. 

While these proceedings were going forward at 
Algiers, the earl of Sandwich, agreeably to his instruc- 
tions, went to Tardier, SVhicli was to be delivered to 
him on the part of the queen regent of Portugal, pre- 
viously to the departure of the infanta from Lisbon* 
By a mere accident he <ft>tained possession of the place, 
and had he arrived but a few weeks later, the objqpt of 
his visit must have been completely frustrated, 
n The queen regent appears to have been perfectly 
sincen* in the disposition of the proposed dowry, and 
resolved to execute all the conditions imposed upon 
Portugal, in that transaction, with religious fidelity. But 
the young king, now rapidly advancing towards his 
majority, had different views, and was already impatient 
of his mother's control. Factions, within and without 
the palace, fanned these disagreements, and menaced 
the contemplated arrangements for the marriage with 
ominous tokens of popular fury. The delivery' of 
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Tangier into the hands of a heretic power, was regarded 
with universal dissatisfaction, the more especially as it 
was not unlikely to draw down upon Portugal 4he Eli- 
minations of the Vatiaan^already sufficieniy incensed 
against that country by Jhe artful represenfations of 
Spain. The queen, conscious of the obstacle^ against 
which she had to contend, had taken *her m&sures with 
corresponding caution, recently anointing to the go- 
vernment of Tangier a man .whom sfcg believed to he 
wholly devoted to her,' and wfio, she expected, would 
implicitly obey her comm amis* in delivering up the place 
to the English admiral. In this expectation she^vas 
grievously mistaken, as it is certain rfiat the'govemor 
undertook the trust with a confrary resolution ; but, as 
the event proved, he was prevented from parrying his 
meditated treachery *Snto effect. 

A few days before the arrival of the earl of Sand- 
wich, the governor/ at the head of the entire cavalry 
force and ffalf the foot of fchc garrison, marched into 
the interior, where he was cut off by an ambush of 
Moors, and slain, together with his chief officers and a 
considerable portion of the soldiery. The town was 
now at the mercy of the Moors, but being either too 
Confident of their advantage* or ^cking numbers to 
retain it, they left it undefended ; arid when the earl 
landed it was delivered u£ to him by the remnant^of 
troops that yet remained withiif its walls. His lordship 
irmqpdiately garrisoned it with English soldiers, and 
placing the government in the hands of the earl of 
Peterborough, who was commissioned for that office by 
the king, stood for Lisbon, carrying with him tht Por- 
tuguese he had found at Tangier s. *The appearance in 
the streets of Lisbon of these men, who were supposed 
to have been instrumental in the cession of the town, 
produced such a violent sensation, that the mob would 
have stoned them to death if they had speedily 
effected their retreat. # # 

The reception of the earl of Sandwich was all that 1662. 
could be desired. He found a house and equipage ready 
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to receive him, and all other appointments on a scale of 
magnitude equal to the dignity of the new character in 
which he was about to appear,— that of ambassador ex- 
traordinal^to the queen. H is ^ar rival was opportune 
and fortunate in every poinij of view, except in that 
which immediately concerned his mission. The Spa- 
nish army* recently reinforced, was on its march to a 
sea-port town dose ifi the vicinity of Lisbon, which was 
unable to resist /jo powerful an enemy, and must have 
fallen ill to his hands, to the serious derangement of 
the national commerce.*’ ' "Phe Portuguese government, 
thraivn into aij extremity of alarm, had already made 
hasty measures f»v a temporary defence, raising troops 
for the approaching emergency, and, *in the want of a 
sufficient available revenue, employing a large part of 
the money that had been destined ‘for the dowry of the 
infanta. The news of the approach of the English 
fleet, however, reaching the camp of the Spaniards, they 
abandoned the enterprise, pnd the queen recent had the 
mortification to find that the outlay into which she was 
thus compelled, had been incurred to no purpose. 

A formal audience was now given to the ambassador, 
after the public rejoicings that ensued upon his landing 
were over ; % and tfye gentlemen of quality, sent by the 
royal bridegroom, were admitted to the places of attend- 
ance assigned to diem by, his majesty. The queen- 
mother took this opportunity to explain the distressing 
circumstances in which she was placed, openingr the 
business with infinite apologies and expressions of con- 
cern. She informed the ambassador that, “ the streights 
and poverty of the kingdom were so great upon the late 
advance of the Spanish army, that there could at this 
present be only paid one half of the queen’s portion, 
and that the other half should infallibly be paid within 
a year, with which she hoped the king, her brother, 
would be wtisfied ; and that for the better doing it, she 
reiolvfd to send back the same ambassador, who had 
brought so good a work with God’s blessing to so good 
an end, with her daughter, to the king.” 
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The perplexity of the earl of Sandwich at receiving 
this unexpected announcement was indescribable. His 
instructions were clear and strict respecting the port ton. 
He was to convey back the whole sum, wh$b he well 
knew his master stood ini need of. But how was he 
to escape the dilemma imo which he was plunged by 
this open confession of inability on the part of the 
queen ? He had already taken possession of Tangier, 
and had left a strong garrison in it, and had neither au- 
thority to restore it, nor the "means Sf removing the 
soldiers. Finding it impossible* to evade this branch of 
the difficulty, he remonstrated with*her majesty, and 
endeavoured to obtain payment, of the whole portion ; 
but her protestations convinced him that the appeal was 
hopeless, and thus, upon the last extremity* he consented 
to receive the infan tg on board. # 

Another embarrassment now presented itself. When 
the promised moiety^came to be paid, it was found that, 
instead of being discharged in money, in conformity 
with the terms of the agrefinent, it was proferred in 
jewels, sugar, and other commodities, estimated at an 
under- valuation. This was in some sort an affront to 
the high diplomatic character represented by his lord- 
ship, since it imposed upon hii^ the mercantile function 
of realising the value of the goods.* He therefore pe- 
remptorily refused to accept them at any rates or prices, 
offering to give his receipf fo# any species of money 
that might he delivered, but at the same time permitting 
the merchandise to be received on board his ships, that 
it might be transferred to some person appointed to re^ 
ceive it in London, who should be obliged to gay at 
once the amount at which it was valued. This accom- 
modating arrangement was agreed to, and one Diego 
Silvas, an Amsterdam jew of great wealth and credit, 
was authorised to accompany the goods, and account for 
them in specie to his majesty's ministers in London ; a 
special obligation having been entered into, binding the 
queen of Portugal to complete the remainder of the 
payment within the ensuing year. These preliminaries 
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being settled, the infanta and her retinue embarked on 
board die fleet, and arrived safety#! Portsmouth towards 
the end.of May. , 

No objeition could reasonably^ taken to the course 
adopted lfy the earl of Sandwf h m this trying situation ; 
nor have we any grounds for suspecting that the king 
was dissatisfied wkh his conduct. But when the royal 
humours bred subsequent discontents between Charles 
and his bride, the ambassador who had been placed be- 
tween them in ' these very awkward circumstances was 
made, for a brief season ; 1 ih§ scape-goat of their mutual 
resentments, ^h^ queen, before her arrival in England, 
had heard of a certain «beauty with whom the king had 
lived in notorious familiarity *, and v hen she came to 
the palace Hampton Court, she declared to the per- 
sons in her confidence that she would never allow that 
lady to appear in her presence, observing, that her 
mother had enjoined her to do so. v The king, however, 
exulting in his bond spirits, that made him* confident of 
success in all such matters, was resolved to make a des- 
perate attempt to overrule this very proper determina- 
tion, and, a few clays after her majesty's arrival, he 
presented the lady' to the queen in her chamber, where 
the court was assemble*!. Her majesty was deeply 
affected by ’the indignity ; her colour changed, tears 
gUthed from her eyes, and her emotion was so excessive 
that she fainted, and her attendants were obliged to carry 
her into another room, the company retiring precipi- 
tately during the confusion which the incident created. 
f £he anger of the king was unbounded at this public ex- 
hibition of resistance, if such it could be called, to his 
wishes; and a quarrel, which commenced in jealousy at 
one side and tyranny at the other, finally took the form 
of a violent struggle for ascendancy. The king was 
resolved to halve his own way, and so was the queen ; 
and all thq^iqatters of reproach that could be thought of 
at Vitt\gr side were raked up to swell the torrent of re- 

* This lady had just been delivered of a son, whom the King, on thc ( °ve 
of his nuptials, had the bad caste to acknowledge. 
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crimination. The non-payment of her majesty's portion 
furnished a fruitful source of acrimony on the part of 
the king, to which the queen responded by uttering invec- 
tives against the favourite. Sancfwich recetv/jJ an equal 
measure of injustice fr5m both ; the king pettishly cen- 
suring him for accepting me half payment, and for not 
preparing her majesty to submit herself patiently to his 
will ; and the queen, with more re^feon, upbraiding him 
for having given so good, and, as it turned out, bo false 
a character of his majesty. This dontastic wa|j fretted 
the temper of the admiral ^mpiie bitterly than it could 
have been chafed by all tl*e pirates* in Barbary. At 
length it began to prey seriousty 011 hit health. Cla- 
rendon says, that $t threw him ipto a fever, and brought 
him to the brink of the grave, “ till sflnfe grace from 
both their majesties ^contributed much to the # recovery of 
his ^pinls.” It may be supposed that he was glad 
enough to escape froyi this scene of wretched bickering, 
to take liis # place once more in his proper element 
amongst men like himself. •The breaking out of the 
Dutch war happily released him from an attendance at 
court,' which, notwithstanding the returning grace of 
their majesties, had become pain fully irksome to him. 

The causes of this war scaijjely lie within the scope 
of a biography ; but for the sake of p#eservin& the thread 
of continuity in the narrative of naval affairs, they njgy 
be briefly stated. Heavy com plants had been made, for 
a long time, of the great encroachments of the Dutch 
Eastfand West India companies upon the trade of the 
English in various parts of the world. * Tire Englisl^ 
ambassador at the Hague formally remonstrate^ with 
tlie Dutch government on this subject, but to no pur- 
pose. Instead of obtaining redress for the grievances 
already inflicted, his interference only produced fresh 
aggressions. The Dutch openly attacked the English 
on the coast of Guinea, and possessed themselves of 
Cape-corse castle, one of the stations of T;lie Ejjglbh 

* The damages sustained by the English merchants were said to amount 
to 1*0,000 or 800,000/. 
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company trading to Africa. The duke of York hap- 
pening to be governor of the African company, and lj( 
taking £ strong interest in its progress, immediately 
de8p&tcht$t Sir Robert Holmes with four frigates to 
make reprisals. The brilliant success that followed thel 
efforts of this gallant officer fnrew the Dutch into con- 
stern atioh. * He f?rst took a small fort on the coast, 
then dislodged the enemy from their settlement on the 
river Gambia, and built a new flht on its ruins, took 
two fort? on the 'island of Uoree, and reduced Cape-corse 
castle ; and then proceeding to North America, subdued 
a Dutch colony thtere called the New Netherlands, the 
name of which he changed to New York, in honour of 
the duke. These proceedings were altogether of a pri- 
vate charactek ' Neither of the governments had inter- 
fered. The aggressions on the English were committed 
by the Dutch companies, and the reprisals were made 
by the African company. \ 

Under such circumstances, and so long<as hostilities 
continued to be carried on' by private adventure, condi- 
tions of peace might have been easily adjusted. The 
English people were not anxious for war, and the Dutch 
had suffered so much by the vigorous retaliation in- 
flicted upon them tlut # they yearned for peace. But 
De Witte, Svho wk‘s at the head of the war pajrty in 
Holland, unpopular as he was out of doors, poslfessed 
sufficient influence in the ‘cabinet to prevent the uni- 
versal feeling from having its due influence upon the 
government. He conceived the design of sendihg a 
Jiirge fleet, without any previous intimation or decla- 
ration of war, to take revenge, with ample interest, for 
the damages that chad been committed by sir Robert 
Holmes. Admiral De Ruyter, then serving in the Me- 
diterranean against the pirates, was fixed upon for this 
purpose. w 

But it was necessary to procure proper orders to au- 
De lluyter to remove his fleet from the Medi- 
terranean where he was acting in conjunction with the 
English, to the coast of Guinea t<? act against them. 
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This difficulty was got over by a trick. The De Witte 
^ faction, well aware thA the majority of the states-ge- 
rieral were opposed to a war wi th England, Ji^l recdjjirse 
to a base imposition fgr the purpose of obfilining the 
ftecessary authorisation, lie Ruyter had just sent home 
1 a report of his proceedings against the pirates, which 
De Witte's party contrived to get .referred *to a com- 
mittee of seven in th^jir own interest. This committee 
drew up an order directing pe Ruytq^ to Bail imme- 
diately to the coast of Guinea, \o make reprisal! upon 
the English. The order thus # fSbricated was read over 
to the States in such a hurry as to render it unin- 
telligible, then passed as a matte* of jourse, and being 
afterwards brouglft to the presfdent wi£h # a bundle of 
mere formal documents, was signed in common with 
the rest without enquiry, and despatched to its desti- 
nation. 

De Ruyter prepar^l with alacrity to perform an un- 
dertaking thalt accorded so w^ll with his secret hatred 
of th*e English, and setting sail without delay for the 
coast of Guinea, he destroyed some of the English fac- 
tories there, which were wholly unprovided for such an 
emergency. From thence he proceeded to Barba does, 
where he attacked a fleet of miffCfianl vessejp, but was 
repulsed with great loss, having, independently of the 
damsel "'done to the other ships, the standard of hfs 
own ship shot down, and her saild* standing and running 
rigging, masts and yards so shattered that it was not 
without considerable difficulty he could put out to sea 
again. Recovering this defeat, he passed over to Mont- • 
serrat, Nevis, and Newfoundland, took upwards of twtnty 
sail of English ships, and returned in •triumph to Hol- 
land. * 

These events produced a decisive change in the public 
mind on the question of war, not only in fingland but 
in Holland. The English, exasperated at the#ravages 
committed by De Ruyter, demanded redress, — andfthe* 
Dutch, acquiring confidence from success, were equally 
desiftms of prolonging hostilities from which they ex- 

vol. v. s 

■9 
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pected to derive further profits. In this spirit war was 
1665. formally declared, by the Du ten in January, 1665, atid 4 
by #ie*Ehgl<ish in the February following. 

Upon/bhis occasion, Holland f and England appear to 
have been made the dupes France, who for her owh 
ends encouraged each party secretly into a war, and 
deceived both. To Holland she promised assistance the 
moment hostilities lommenccd, $rhile to England she 
declared that $he would, compel Holland to accept any 
terms she proposed, ‘f I have been positively assured,'* 
says Bishop Burnet, “ by statesmen of both sides, that 
the French se* it on in a very artificial manner ; for 
while they encout aged us to insist on some extravagant 
demands, tlry, at the same time, prised the Dutch not 
to yield tc them ; and as they put them in hopes that, 
if a rupture should follow, they Would assist them ac- 
cording to their alliance, so they assured us that they 
would do us no hurt."* De ^'itte, acute, cautious, 
and vigilant as he was, suffered himself to*be completely 
cajoled by the agents of the French government, playing 
off in turn his own game of deception upon the States. 
He affected to be convinced of the necessity of peace, 
declared that there was nothing he desired so much as to 
obtain it icpon safc aiitt honourable conditions, and ex- 
pressed his implicit reliance upon the sincere desire of 
France to bring it about; but the enemy was so insolent 
on late occasions that*’ they neglected all overtures, be* 
lieving that the factions and divisions in the Dutch 
fleet would deprive Holland of the means of setting out 
0 another flee 4 ; he was, therefore, of opinion that it ought 
to Be the first design. If a fleet were ready to go out, 
he doubted not but a peace would quickly follow, France 
having pledged herself to declare war against England, 
if tlie king should not consent to what was just and 
reasonable, and to assist the Dutch with men and money 
gj|iul all own naval power, which the duke of Beaufort 
waf then preparing and making ready in all the ports 


* Burnet, i. 3(52. 
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of France. But it wap not to be expected/ he added, 
that they would send out their fleet which jras^ much 
inferior to the English, unless they first fayi a Ditch 
fleet at sea ready to join t^em. * J % 

This artful appeal sho^s the ascendancy France had 
secured over the wily pensioner, who, in stating that 
England neglected overtures which, in fact, never were 
made to her, did not more successfully blindfold the 
States, than he was himself blindfolded by the treach- 
erous promises of his pretended ally. The conduct of 
the French ambassador at the Engl^h court betrayed 
the same disposition to impose upon the government, 
but he was met by a different spirit. # The king at this 
time was staying at Salisbury in cona&pience of the 
plague, which was then raging in Londofc, and the 
Freych and Spanislf ambassadors went down there for 
the purpose of making some propositions to effect a 
treaty of peace. Inlthe course of the negotiations that 
ensued, the •French ambassador stated that his master 
was so far engaged by treaty with the Dutch, that if 
the king would not accept of a just and honourable 
peace, his majesty must declare himself on their be- 
half, which he was unwilling to^lo. ' This announce- 
ment greatly amazed the king, wu> t^ad bee* previously 
assured by France, that this very treaty was merely 
a commercial character, aijd that there was nothing 
whatever in it prejudicial to the interests of England. 
The t king, indignant at the perfidy of France, replied 
that if there were any such engagement, lv/ had riot 
been well dealt with, for that the French king had 0 
given his word to him, that he would not elite i* into 
tiny treaty with the Dutch, but pari passu with his 
majesty ; and that his majesty had always been ready 
to embrace peace, which had never yet bt^n offered by 
the Dutch, nor did he even know what conditions they 
expected. The ambassadors either were, (fr ^iretenjjfld 
to be, much offended at the insolence of the Dutcif and 


* Clarendon’s Life, Continuation, 271. 
S 2 
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confessed * that they were not solicitous for peace, but 
only c^si^tl to engage the king their master in the war ; 
but, that his majesty would make his demands, which 
they preffemed would be reasonable, the other shoukjL 
be brought to consent to the|n.” This was, no doubt, 
a bait to induce the king to propose terms, which the 
Dutch were already prepared to reject; but his majesty 
was too strong in thfc rectitude of his own intentions to 
be entrapped ipto a compromise of his position. He 
replied f that, “ they hiyl begun the war upon him, and 
not he upon thepi, and that God had hitherto given 
him the advaiftage, which he hoped he should improve ; 
and till they werG'as cfesirous of a peace as he, it would 
not become kifi: to ma£c any propositions.” * 

Burnet Prefers the springs of the French policy in this 
business to a design upon Flanders, and a desite to 
advance the interests of popery by weakening the two 
great protestant powers. iC It was the interest of the 
king of France,” he observes, “ that the Srmies 0/ the 
States might fall under such a feebleness, that they 
should be in no condition to make a vigorous resistance, 
when he should ready either to invade them, or to 
fall into Flanders ; \\hich he was resolved to do, when - 
soever theming off SpalTi should die. The French did 
tjpis set on the war between the English and the Dutch, 
hoping that our fleetg should mutually weaken one 
another so much, that the naval force of France, which 
was increasing very considerably, should be nefr an 
equality *to them, when they should be shattered by a 
f war. The States were likewise the, greatest strength of 
the protestant interest, and were therefore to be hum- 
bled. So, in order to make the king more considerable 
both at home and abroad, the court resolved to prepare 
for a war, jpid to seek for such colours as might serve 
to justify it.”t This is probable enough; hut the as- 
lymptiofts Vhat the war was undertaken on the part of 
Enfland, as a court measure to procure popularity for 

* Clarendon’s Life, Continuation, 27C. j Lumet, i. Sof. 
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the king, is utterly untenable. It was a war of^necessity 
rather than of choice’ or intrigue. Hostilities Vere 
commenced by Holland, not by JJngland ; anti the de- 
claration of war was issued in the first instate by the 
Dutch. The court, therefore, had no great* need to 
seek for colours to justify a proceeding which they 
could not prevent.* • • 

Before the fleets of the two natigns were prepared for 
sea, but after the war had actually broken out, sir Thomas 
Allen, now raised to the rank of vice-achniral, cruizing 
a*bout the mouth of the straits AV*ith a squadron of eight 
or nine vessels, fell in with a Dutch fleet, coming 
home richly laden from Smyrna# This fleet consisted 
of no less than f#rty merchant *vessels,^ome of them 
very large, and well provided with ordnance^ the whole 
under the convoy of four third-rate men of war. Not- 
withstanding the inferiority of his force, Allen attacked 
the enemy with so mych vigour, that he sunk several of 
the ships, killed Brachel, the commander-in-chief, 
seized four of the richest prizes, one of which foundered 
at sea on her voyage to England, and drove the re- 
mainder into the bay of Cadiz. + Nor was this the 
only instance in which the Dutch hadfcreason to repent 
their obstinacy, even before the*gfeat armaments came 


* Rapili, who always defends the Duteh, throws the onus of aggros^pn 
upon sir Robert Holmes This isclear(^ a mis statement, bir Robert simply 
made leprisals lor past injuries, retaking a fort winch the Duteh had pre- 
ciously taken from the English 

t fi^uidt, m his “ Life of f)e Ruyter,” asserts that the English took only 
two or xhis fleet, and sunk one. Of the latter incident he gives the fol- 
lowing account : — “ John Reyloffk of Horn, master of the merchant ship 
called the king Solomon, being surrounded by four of the English men of • 
war, who plied him with4heir broadsides on every quarter, defended his 
ship a long while, with an unheard of courage, hoping some of his coikrarfcs 
would come lo his relief ; but, at length, none of th**m having that courage, 
jhisship was entirely disabled for continuing the light, whereupon an English 
frigate, having grappled, boarded (hem, and altera stout resistance cut 
down all before them. The English being masters of the upper deck, 
Keyloftb retired to his close quarters, wheie he defended him sc It wuth an 
uncommon valour, till his ship, having received several ftlint under water 
and being ready to sink, he was about to surrender, when the ship being 
sunk to her lower port-holes, and her ports being so shatt^re^ that they 
could not resist the water, she sunk in a moment, with near a hundrgd 
English in her, most of whom were drowned. This brave coimnaudtJ^wuTi 
some few of his men, had the good fortune to get into his yawl ; the mftin. 
yard lying at loss the shalloji so that he could not get it clear j and thus he 
was^hough with great difficulty, saved.” 

S 3 
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into collision / for in the preceding November the Eng- 
lish Beet, hovering on the coast of Holland; met the 
homeward-bound Bordeaux fleet, and captured no less 
than ISO^sail. Of these some 4j proved to be French 
bottoms/ and were discharged, but the rest were de- 
clared lawful prizes. * 

These losses compelled the Dutch, contrary to their 
usual practice, to lay an embargo on all vessels in their 
ports ; by which their commerce and fisheries wefe 
completely stopped for fliat season. They also released 
about fifty English ancT Scotch vessels, which had been 
seized in theij hirbours ; and when these vessels ar- 
rived in England the ‘civility was returned by the res- 
titution of a|J<the Dutch vessels that ihad been detained 
here undej similar circumstances. The object of this 
proceeding was to show that there ought to be some 
difference between the wars of trading nations,* and 
those that are entered into by arbitrary princes in the 
mere lust of ambition.* • 

The English fleet sailecl for the Dutch coast of* the 
21st of April. It was composed of one hundied and 
fourteen men of war and frigates, twenty -eight- fireships 
and ketches, an/I about twenty-one thousand soldiers 
and seamen. It wasSsivided into three squadrons; the 
first, under the red flag, commanded by the duke of 
W:rk, assisted by Pen and Lawson ; the second, or white 
squadron, commanded* by* 1 prince Rupert, assisted by 
Monson and Sampson ; and the third, or blue squadron, 
commanded by the earl of Sandwich, assisted by Cuttins 
• and Ascough. The Dutch fleet, although the first to 
arm* was not yet ready to put to i&a, and the duke of 
York, arriving at* the Texel on the 28th, continued to 
cruize there for nearly a month, to the great alarm of 
the country, for the purpose of preventing a junction 
between the* fleets of Holland and Zealand. During 
this intq^vgj he took several homeward-bound vessels, 
lK*./<y as at last so disabled by a storm that he was 
oViged to retire towards the English shore. 


* Campbell, ii. 114. 
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The Dutch took prompt advantage of this circum- 
stance, and by the latter end of May their ships ap- 
peared about the Dogger sands. Accounts differ slightly 
as to the actual strength of thfe powerful, Armament, 
but there is sufficient Sgreement to justify tlroifollowing 
estimate. The whole fofce, consisting of upwards of 
one hundred men of war, besides fireships apd'yachts*, 
carrying four thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine 
guns, and upwards of twenty-two thousand men, was 
divided into seven squadrons** the firs?! commsypded by 
admiral baron Opdam ; the ^second by Evertsen, vice- 
admiral of Zealand ; the third by Cortenaer, vice-admiral 
of Maese; the fourth by Stillingyverth ; ?iie fifth by Van 
Tromp, the son,pf the famous* old idmiral ; the sixth 
by Cornelius Everts ; and the seventh^?/ Sch ram. 

The movements pf this fleet opened with an adven- 
ture which greatly exasperated the English, and raised 
the already blustering spirits of the Dutch. The En- 
glish Ilamfeurgh ffeet, consisting of nine merchant 
vessels, with their convoy, i frigate of four and thirty 
guns, was expected home at this time, and the Dutch 
detached a squadron to their own coast to lie in wait 
for its arrival. The fleet, supposing^ that the duke was 
still on that coast, came up at thj# inauspicious moment, 
and fell into the hands of the enefliy. The loss sus- 
tained by our merchants on this occasion was competed 
at between two or three hundred thousand pounds; but 
no blame could be attached to any party, although there 
we!& loud murmurs about bad management, as there 
always will be in such matters. The duke of York had 
taken all the precautions in his power, by sending a 
ketch to inform the fleet of his departure from the 
Dutch coast; but thp ketch missed the convoy a sea, 
and the catastrophe was thus inevitable. 

The duke of York is said to have been averse to this 

war ; and the delay that had taken place since he em- 

• & 

* Lediard says that the fleet consisted of 121 men of war, be^eTflre- 
ships, <Krc. ; other writers say 112 men of war and 30 fire-ships, yachts, &c . , 
a»d Campbell rertuces.it to 103 men of war, 11 fireships, and 7 yachts. 

s 4 
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barked increased his disrelish fo.; it. His family, who 
were on board his vessel, were discontented at not re- 
ceiving fo^nuch respeqt from the sailors as they antici- 
pated ; but it was so unreasonable to look for the 
etiquette ftr courts under such circumstances, that his 
family w^re more to blame for Requiring, than the sailors 
for neglecting, the* display of idle ceremonials in the face 
of an enemy. Clareivlon tells us that during the pause 
which intervened before the meeting of the fleets, the 
duke seat the earf of Faliftouth ashore with compliments 
to the king, and to givl; ‘him an account of the good 
condition of thq ships. The earl also visited the chan- 
cellor, and said thaj. tc they were all mad who had wished 
this war, and that himself had been cmade a fool to 
contribute {o it, but that his eyes were open, and a 
month’s experience at sea had enough informed him of 
the great hazards he ran in it.'* He spoke of Pen as 
a sot, and a fellow that he thought would be found 
wanting in courage. Both the kinf, and th? duke, he 
observed, were inclined to 1 peace, convinced that ‘the 
charge and expencc of the war would be insupportable; 
and he concluded by adding, that as soon as, the ap- 
proaching action should be over it would be good time 
to make a peace, whffeU he desired the chancellor to 
think of, ana to speak with the king, whom he would 
finckx disposed to it. And so he returned to the fleet/ 
Such were the private vlisthists and conflicting senti- 
ments that prevailed in the English admiral’s ship on 
the eve of f the engagement. On the other side, secret 
influences no less powerful, were at work to shake the 
enthusiasm with which the Dutch comnfander approached 
the eventful conflict.* Baron Opdain,aman of great reso- 
lution and courage, was selected for the responsible post 
he filled to gratify the Dutch nobility, who had a very 
small share irt the government, and to mortify the 
orange pa^ty + to whom Opdam was believed to be op- 
pose 1 De Witte, however, who had raised him to this 


. * Clarendon’s Life, 264. 
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elevation* having som| reason to suspect that he was 
favourable to the prince of Orange* suddenly became 
his enemy* and, as soon as he ^as out atjse^ wrofe to 
him, directing him tq, fight at all events. *This letter 
was written in the name of the States* but <tt£ peremp- 
tory character of the styl4 betrayed its real authorship. 
Opdam’s own opinion and that of his officers*was against 
hazarding an engagement so soon t ; but he resolved to 
obey his orders. Addressing the council of war* he 
exclaimed* “ I am entirely in* your sentiments ; but 
here are my orders : to-mdrfow my head shall be 
bound with laurel or with cypress/** IJis forebodings 
of the issue were so discouraging, tjjat, before the en- 
gagement, he seait his plate ashore ; ^>nd with these 
feelings he prepared for battle. # 

Having previously lost sight of the English, by re- 
tiring upon the Maese, he weighed anchor at once, in 
obedience to his instructions* to go in search of them ; 
but they sa^d hirnf the trouble. They were already 
out ht sea, and he caine up with them after an hour's 
sail, about the turn of the morning of the 3d of June.f 
At thre£ o’clock, the engagement commenced, the Dutch 
admiral bearing down directly on tl%e duke* with the 
intention of boarding him. In */«$$ beginning, the Eng- 
lish had the advantage of the weather gage, and the 
two fleets several times charged through each otha* ’* 
with great fury and intrejfidity, which has been ac- 
counted a mistake on the part of the English, who, 
having the wind in their favour, ought to have contented 
themselves with simply meeting the encounter of the# 

• 

* The main objection was the state of the win 4. Opdam came m sight 
of the English fleet not far from Harwich, blit the wind being southerly, 
and the next morning south-west, he retired to the mouth of the Maese. 
From thence he sent an express to the States, explaining the reason of his 
retreat, and stating that he did not think it prudent to attack the English 
while they had the advantage of the wind. It was in repty to this despatch 
that He Witte ordered Imn to fight without more delay. 

% Lediard observes that if, as most accounts agree, this battjawas fought 
off L’Aystoffj the Dutch fleet must have been under sail all nitfnt; andUMt 
the battle was fought on the English coast is plain, because the rerr 
the Dutch fleet were pursued the whole night and day after, before they 
could reach the Maese and the Texel. Brandt says it was about ten leagues 
N. 9. by N. off L'Aystoff : llasnage says about eight leagues. 
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enemy.* For nine hours the carriage continued without 
much apparent advantage on either side, till about one 
o'clock at^noon, when f the earl of Sandwich, with his 
blue squadron, broke through ttye enemy’s centre, se- 
parating tm; fleet into two parts, and throwing the 
whole in^o a state of general Confusion. 

Opdam, *11 this- while, had never forsaken his reso- 
lution to board the English admiral, and in the midst 
of the consternation which ensued upon the gallant 
action of the eaitf of Sandwich, the duke of York, in the 
Royal Charles, a ship of eighty guns, was engaged in 
close fight witji the Dutch admiral, in the Endraclit, 
of eighty-four gqjis. *The collision was so close that 
the Dutch writers assert that the Jindracht actually 
boarded th^Royai Charles, admitting, however, that the 
valiant resistance they met with obliged them to retire. 
The duke of York was in imminent peril during this 
engagement. The earl of Falmopth, lord Muskerry, 
and Mr. Boyle, second son of the/ 4 earl of ^Burlington, 
and several of his grace’s* footmen, were killed by liis 
side by a chain-shot. They were so close to the duke 
that he was sprinkled by their blood and brains;, and it is 
said, by some writers, that he was wounded in the hand 
by a fragment of MfiSBoyle’s skull. In this terrible 
crisis, either by an accident within, or a grenado, or other 
sh«f from the duke's vessel, the gun -room of the Dutch 
admiral took fire, andtlfc sh\p was blown up, destroying 
in the conflagration at least five hundred men, amongst 
whom w$re several volunteers of the best families in 
•Holland. Thus perished poor Opdam, whose gloomy 
forebodings were realised under circumstances of more 
than ordinary horrtu*. + 

The Dutch vice-admiral perceiving the fate of his 

* Basmige. • 

+ Some of the Dutch writers assert that the destruction of Opdam’s ship 
w?a caused captain Smith, who, perceiving the duke’s danger, contrived, 
being detected, to steal under theadmiral’6 side, and set Are to the 
poWdrK This statement is almost incredible ; for it would have been nearly 
un)v,sttble to have accomplished it without placing himself in as much 
peril as the ship ho fired. Basnage says that a black in Opdatn’s service 
was suspected ot having done it, in revenge for some ill usage. * 
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commander, made a d|sperate attempt to revenge him, 
and would have succeeded in boarding the Rpyal 
Charles, but for the intrepidity $f captain* Smith, who, 
running his vessel bttween, boarded and* burnt the 
Dutchman, taking the captain prisoner, who afterwards 
died of his wounds. Tne greatest confusion now pre- 
vailed amongst the vessels. Four Dutch vessel! falling foul 
of each other, were burnt by a fire-ship, and three others 
soon afterwards suffered the sajne fate, ^he whole Dutch 
fleet seemed now to be but one^jlaze; and the cAes of so 
many miserable wretches, wtoo we^e perishing either 
by fire or water, were more frightful thton the noise of 
the cannon.* The victory was* as complete as it was 
sanguinary, and file approach of night, ^ft^er the shelter 
of which the remnant of the enemy endtavoured to 
escape, alone prevAited the destruction of the entire 
armament. 


The loss on the side of the Dutch was great. Vice-ad- 
miral Stilliffgwerth was shot Jiy a cannon ball through the 
middle, and Cortenaer received a shot in the thigh early 
in the engagement, of which he almost immediately 
died. The English took eighteen of the largest ships, 
sunk or burnt about fourteen more, todk about two thou- 
sand prisoners, and killed uptfard^ of fojir thousand 
men. On the other side, the loss was comparatively slight 
in number, but it includetl some names of high Ank 
and great promise in the service. Only one ship was 
tak^p, and the loss in men was about two hundred and 
fifty killed and three hundred and forty wounded/ Of 


the distinguished persons who were killed, the mosrt 
conspicuous were the earl of Falmouth t, lord*Mus- 


* Lediard. 

t The death of this nobleman is said to have plunged the king into 
greater grief than any circumstance of a similar kind that ever occurred to 
him. Clarendon gives the following account of Ins majesty's inordinate 
sorrow; from which it would appear that his majesty lavished his regrets 
upon an object not altogether worthy of them. “ The trouble and grief in 
many noble families, for the loss of so many worthy an* gallant persons, 
could not but be very lamentable in wives, in fathers and mother^^tfl in 
the other nearest relations ; but no sorrow was equal, at least, noneso re- 
markable, as the king’s was for the earl of Falmouth. They who knew 
h^ majesty best, and had seen how unshaken he had stood in other very 
tprrible assaults, were amazed at the flood of tears he shed upon this occa- 
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kerry, and Mr. Boyle, who felf beside the duke of 
Yor£, the earls of Marlborough * and Portland, rear- 
admiral •Sampson , and »$ir John Lawson. t 

M 

sion. The immenseness of rhe victory^nd the consequences that might 
have attended it; the safety and preservation of his brother with so much 
glory, on whos% behalf he had so terriblo apprehensions during the three 
days’ fight, having, by the benefit of the wind, heard the thunder of the 
ordnance from the beginning, even after, by the lessening of the noise, as 
from a greater distance he concluded that the enemy was upon flight : yet 
all this, and the universal joy that he saw in the countenance of all men 
for the victory and thr safety of the duke, made no impression towards the 
mitigation of his passion for the loss of this young favourite, in whom few 
other men had observed any virtuefer quality which they did not wish their 
best friends without; anefcvery many did believe that his death wag a great 
ingredient, and considerable part of the victory. He was young, and of 
imatiuble ambition ; and a htti^moro experience might have taught him 
all things which his weal parts were capable of. But they who observed 
the strange degree oCJavour he itad on the sudden frrived to, even from a 
detestation the kir^iV, i towards him, and he concluded from thence, and 
more from thc r decp sorrow the king was possessed with for his death, to 
wliat a prodigious height he might have reached in a little time more, 
were not at all troubled that he was taken out of the way.” — Clarendon's 
Life , 2fiS, 269. 

* Of tins nobleman, lord Clarendon gives the following character in his 
notice of this action. “ The earl of Marlborough,’’ he says, “ who had the 
command ot oneot the best ships, and had gr&£ experience at sea, and 
being now newly returned from the fast Indies* whither the king ha^sent 
him, with a squadron of ships, to reccnve the island of Bombay ne from 
Portugal, was in this battle likewise slain. He was a man of wonderful 
parts in all kinds of learning, which he took more delight in than his title : 
and, having no gieat estate descended to him, he brought down his mind 
to his fortune, and lived very retired, but with more reputation than any 
fortune could have givcplnm — ” Life, p 266. Shortly before his death, this 
gallaut gentleman, suffering avi d er the agonies of his wounds, wrote the 
following letter to sir Hugh nfthard, eurnptroUpr of Ins majesty’s house- 
hold. The document is remarkable on many accounts, but on none more 
than as an illustration of that serenity of spirit with which a brave and 
goot^man can surrender his life in the service ot his country. “ Sir, I be- 
lieve the goodness of your native, apd the friendship you have always 
borne me, will receive with kindneBS the last office of your friend I am 
m health enough of body, and (through the mercy of God, in Jesus Christ) 
well disposed in mind Thu I premise, that you may be satisfied? ffiat 
what I write nroceeds not from any fantAstiek terrour of mind, but from 
a sober resolution of what concerns myself, and earnest desire to do you 
Horo good after my death, than mine example (God of his mercy pardon 
the badness of it) in rev lifetime may do you ftttrm. I will not speak 
aught of the vanity of tins woild; your own age and experience will spare 
that labour But there if a certain tiling goeth up and down the world, 
call'd Religion, dressed and pretended fantastically, and to purposes bad 
enough, which yet by such evil-dealing loscth not its being, The great 
good God hath not left it without a witness, more or less, sooner or later, 
m every mail’s bosom, to direct us in the pursuit of it ; and tor the avoid- 
ing of those inextricable disquisitions and entanglements our own frail 
reasons would perplex us withal 1, God, in his infinite mercy, hath given us 
his holy wor^ m, which, as there arc many things hard to be understood, 
so ^We is enough plain and easie, to quiet our minds, and direct us con- 
cemfiflf’our future being. I confess to God and you, I have been a great 
neglecmr, and I fear a despiser, of it : God, of 1m infinite mercy, pardon 
me i ne dreadful fault. But, when I retired myself from the noise and 
deceitful vanity of the world, 1 found no true comfort in any other resoni- 
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The fight had lasted^ without intermission, from three 
o clock in the morning until seven o’clock in the evening ; 
and as night advanced, most of the Dutch ship^, thinking 
of nothingbut how to escape, hoisted sails and endeavoured 
to make sail. Cornelius Van Tromp in vain Jtfempted to 
stay their flight, holding £ut to the last, when the whole 
fleet had left him, except twelve vessels, anti even then 
reluctantly abandoning the post o£ honour.* 


tion than what 1 had from thence. 1 ooiAmend, from the bottom of my 
heart, the same to your (1 hope) happy use. L'car sir Hugh, let its be 
more generous than to believe we die as the heasts that jiensh ; but with a 
Christian, manly, brave resolution, look V what is eternal. I will not 
trouble you farther. The only great God, and h«ly God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, direct yoi^to an happy end of your life^nd send m a joyful 
resurrection. So prays your true friend, Marlebu'gli? Old James, near 
the coast of Holland, April 24 . lfifw. 1 beseech you to commend my love 
to all mine acquaintance : particularly, 1 pray you, that my cousin Glas- 
ave a sight of fliis letter, and as ma 


many friends besides as you 


cock may have a 
will, or any else that desire it M 
t Clarendon gives the following account of sir John Lawson’s death, 
with a sketch, distinguished by his usual fehe.ty, of that officer’s life and 
character : — * I 

“ In the middle of thr*battlc he yceived a shot with a musket bullet 
upon 4 the knee, with which he fell : and, finding that he could no more 
stand, and was m grpat torment, he sent to the duke to desire him to send 
another man to command his ship, which he presently did. The wound 
was not conceived to be mortal ; and they made haste to send him ashore, 
as far as Deptford or Greenwich, where, i’or some days, there was hope of 
his recovery ; hut, shortly, his wound gangrened, ayd so he died with very 
great courage, and profession of an entire chpv and fidelity to the king 
44 He was, indeed, of all the men of thai-tfme, and of that extraction and 
education, incomparably the modestest and tm> wisest man, and most 
worthy man to be confided 111. He was of Yorkshire, near Scarborough, 
of that rank of people who are bred to the sea from their cradle. a 
young man of that profession he wa^, when the parliament first possessed 
themselves of the royal navy ; and Hun being 111 their hands, all the 
northern seamen easily betook themselves to their service; and his 111- 
dust ^and sobriety made him quickly take notice of, and to be preferred 
from one degree to another, till, froni a common sailor, he was promoted 
to be a captain of a small ship, and from thence to the command of the 
best vessel.. 'i 

“ He had been in all the actions performed by Blake, some of which 
were very stupendous , and in all the battles which Cromwell hair fought 
with the Dutch, 111 which he was a signal officer, tuid very much valued by 
him. He was of that classis of religion which were called Independents, 
most of which were Anabaptists, who were generally believed to have 
most aversion to the king, and, thereforejemployed in most offices of trust 
He wan commander-in-chief of the fleet when Richard was thrown out : 
and when the contest grew between the Hump and Laifcbert, he brought 
the whole fleet into the river, and declared tor that which was called the 
parliament, which brake the neck of all other designs, thimgtshe intended 
only the better settlement of the commonwealth ” — Lite, 207 ^ 

* The failure of the Dutch m this engagement was' attributed to^nTeill- 
conduct of the officers, tor the sake of screening De Witte; and in order to 
satisfy the rageof the incensed populace, several executions took place on 
their return home. Four of the officers were publicly shot at the Holder ; 
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Nothing more remained to be |lone, on the part of the 
English, but to pursue the enemy. “ The duke/’ says 
Cla#encLo% “ was infinitely tired, and was prevailed upon 
to repose himself after he had t^ken some sustenance, 
which he f did after he had given the master of the ship, 
an honegt and a skilful seaftnan, direct and positive 
charge ‘ to *bear up in that manner upon the Dutch fleet, 
that he might lose no, ground, but find himself as near, 
when the day should apnear, as he was when he went 
to sleepc’ The^fleet haftl no guide but the lanthorn of 
the admiral, and were n6t»to outsail him, of course, and 
behaved themselves accordingly. But when the duke 
arose, and the da^ appeared, the Dutch fleet was out of 
view, and befoi^he could reach them, they were got into 
their ports^or under the shelter of their forts, that it was 
not counsellable for the great ships to pursue them 
farther : yet some of those ships which made not so 
much way, or had not steered so, directly, were taken 
by the lesser ships that followed tl} t ,hn. And the duke 
had received so may blows on his own and the flther 
ships, that it was necessary to retire into port, where 
they might be repaired.” * 

The duke s conduct provoked severe censures in Eng- 
land. Even the Dut&iawondered that his grace did not 
pursue his good fortune with as much zeal as he dis- 
placed in the fight, frankly admitting that if he had, he 
must have taken the whole 'fleet. Bishop Burnet gives 
us the following minute and curious particulars the 
circumstances connected with this mysterious affair, as 
#far as he had any knowledge of them. After the flight 
of thtf Dutch vessels, he says, “ the fluke ordered all the 
sail to be set cn to overtake them. There was a council 
of war called, to concert the method of action, when 


four more ^ert| ordered to have their swords broken over their heads by 
tb£<vjnm)on hangman ; and the master of the vice-admiral wa6 obliged to 
stamr’flpon a scaffold with a halter about his neck, under the gallows, 
whde the others were executed, and was afterwards sent into banishment 
Sin h was the way by which the Dutch hoped to cover their disgrace. t 
* Clarendon’s Life, 265, 2Go. 
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they should come up i^ith them. In that council, Pen, 
who commanded under the duke, happened to say, that 
they must prepare for hotter work in the., neat 1 engage- 
ment. He knew well the courage of the" Dutch was 
never so high as when they were desperate. The earl 
of Montague, who was tflen a volunteer, and *ne of the 
duke's court, said to me, it was very visible that made 
an impression. And all the duke’s domestics said, he 
had got honour enough ; why should he venture a second 
time ? The duchess had also given a strict change to all 
the duke’s servants to do alt they could to hinder him 
to engage too far. When matters wore settled, they 
went to sleep : and the duke ordered a call to be given 
him, when they ahould get up to the LJ^tph fleet. It is 
not known what passed between the duke ai¥l Brounker, 
who was of his bedchamber, and was then in waiting : 
but he came to Pen, as from the duke, and said, the 
duke ordered the sail to be slackened. Pen was struck 
with the order ; bi( did not go to argue the matter with 
the'duke himself, as he ougnt to have done, but obeyed 
it. When the duke had slept, he, upon his waking, 
went otit on the quarter-deck, and seemed amazed to see 
the sails slackened, and that thereby all hope of over- 
taking the Dutch was lost. Hi/ljueijtioned-pen upon it* 
Pen put it on Brounker, who said nothing. But the 
duke denied he had given any such order. But he 
neither punished Brounker for'carrying it, nor Pen for 
obeying it. He indeed put Brounker out of his service : 
and it was said, he durst do no more, because he was so 
much in the king’s favour, and in the mistress’s. Pen 
was more in his J favour after that, than even before, 
which he continued to his son after him, though a 
quaker ; and it was thought that all that favour was to 
oblige him to keep the secret. Lord Montague did be- 
lieve that the duke was struck, seeing tHe earl of Fal- 
mouth, the king’s favourite, and two other ipersons of 
quality, killed very near him ; and that he had ntf^ind 
to engage again, and that Pen was privately with him. 
If Brounker was so much in fault as he seemed to be. 
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it was thought the duke, in thefpassioiyittt thtaamiat 
hare raised in him, would have proceeded to gre^terex*' 
tremitie», *n<J not have f acted with so much phlegm," f \ 
The correctness of this statement has been called into 
question, 6uV too vaguely to set it aside. It appears by 
an extract given by speaker f‘)nslow from the journal 
of the housfe of commons, that the order was carried 
not to Pen, but to Harman j which merely proves that 
Burnet mistook one naipe for the other. Then we 
are told that the King oWbrved of this action, that “ the 
Dutch were pursued till might, and had it not been 
for an accident, most of them would have been taken 
before they got if to the Texel.”t Instead of dis- 
proving the tiptjji of Barnet’s story, this only confirms 
it. The king did not reveal the nature of the accident 
that prevented the duke from taking the fleet: Burnet 
supplies the deficiency. No doubt, had it not been for 
the untoward accident of a pretended mistake in the 
orders, such would have been th$ result.* It seems 
plain enough, through all tTiis mystification and special 
pleading, that the duke of York did not follow up his 
advantage as he ought to have clone; and there are 
maby circumstantial reasons for suspecting that the 
influence o£the duche^^prevailed over his own wishes, 
even giving him full credit for the most valiant resolu- 
tiodl. The queen-mother afterwards prevented him from 
taking the command of She 'fleet, although some of the 
flattering historians assure us that it was very mpch 
against his will. 

* In this instance, as in most cases involving the 
honour of royalty, it was necessary Vo sacrifice some- 
body, that the duk6 e reputation might be saved. The 
most convenient person in the drama was Brouncker, 
who carried the message from his royal highness to 
captain sir John Harman, ordering that officer to 
slacken sajl. ♦ This Brouncker was in his royal high- 
nefllbfeservice, was evidently a creature capable of per- 
forming any mean services that might be required at 

* Burnet, i, SB 7. 399, t See note, Ibid. * 
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hit hands, a toe-serving favourite of the duchess of 
Cleveland, the king’s mistress, and, by the force of 
patronage employed for none of the pure^f purposes, a 
member of parliament The question of veracity lay 
between the duke of York and Brouncker. * The duke 
said be never gave order* to slacken sail — Brouncker 
unquestionably conveyed such orders in the duke’s 
name to sir John Harman. To »this point the whole 
affair ultimately narrowed itself. For syt months, how- 
ever, the duke continued to kelp this faan in his ser- 
' vice *; but at last the public indignation forced his royal 
highness to take some step towards vindicating himself, 
and he discharged Brouncker. dt ia^said, that the in- 
terest of the duchess of Cleveland protected him against 
any farther proofs of the duke’s resentment* which the 
reader may believe or not, according to the measure of 
his credulity. When the war was over, the House of 
Commons took up the business, happening to be in a 
very ill humaur at tlje time : but it is clear enough that 
if th3 House really intended to investigate such a ques- 
tion upon public grounds, they would have taken it up 
long before. The interval that had elapsed cannot be 
otherwise regarded than as an experiment upon the 
forbearance of the people ; for yi thj mattej; had been , 
suffered to drop into oblivion, it never would have been 
heard of in parliament. The inquiry that ensued ujfOn 
this tardy proceeding was st&mp&l with all the charac- 
teristics of a solemn farce. Sir John Harman stated 
that the duke went off the deck about ten, o'clock, 
giving orders to bear up as close to the Dutch as they * 
could ; which the/ did, and were so close upon diem 
that night, that they were ready to fun into the body 

* Dr. Campbell says that the real cause — the message carried by 
Brouncker — of slackening the sails, was concealed from jhe duke of York 
all this time, other excuses being made to him, such as a brisk wind from 
shore, and their fire-ships being all spent. — ii 152 Where did Dr. Camp- 
bell find this statement? It would be desirable to ascertain tVe source oF 
such a udiculous fiction, for the sake of warning all future histurie^^o 
keep clear of it. The duke was informed of 'Brouncker's conduct the 
moment he came upon deck the next morning. W r hy did be not dismiss 
hiuuthen ? 

VOL. V. 


T 
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of the enemy ; that Brouticker <{ame up afterwards, and 
persuaded him to lower the sails because the duke was 
so exhausted by his exertions that he required repose. 
In his secbnd examination, Harman, gradually recol- 
lecting ah the particulars, said that Brouncker used the 
duke's name in a commanding way, as if he did it by 
authority, ^Without precisely asserting so much. After 
this, it appears sir John Harman was arrested on the 
Speaker's war rapt, to compel him to give still more 
minute*informaVion ; arid upon this occasion, he stated 
that Mr. Brouncker, finding that he would not shorten 
sail, upon his. arguments and persuasions, went down 
again to his royal/rightoess, who was all this time in his 
cabin, and, poking up- soon after, informed him that 
the duke bad commanded that it should be so : (i where- 
upon/’ said sir John Harman, “ d gave order for the 
doing it/ * The discrepancies in these statements are 
very remarkable, and no ingenuity ca$ rescue them 
from suspicion. But, perhaps, 4 )me alb wan ce ought 
to be made for sir John if ar man’s imperfect recoll&clion 
of the circumstances, nearly three years having elapsed 
between the date of the battle and liis last examination. 
The battle took'place on the 3rd June, ifioJ, and this 
final statement, yrhi&fi brought the matter home to 
Brouncker, was made on the 20th April, When 

this crimination of Brouncker was fully elicited from 
Hannan, after a violent ^application of the Speakers 
authority, intended, no doubt, to refresh his reluctant 
meraorys Brouncker was expelled from parliament, and 
ordered to be impeached. The most luminous com- 
merf*ary that can be made upon ine whole affair is, 
that, although the duke's character was seriously im- 
plicated in the transaction, the impeachment, thus or- 
dered by parliament, was never prosecuted. How did 

* Supping, that this order wore really given without the dukp’s know- 
)&Lko, nays 'tfainage, commenting upon this aflhir, his royal highness would 
stmw&e exposed to the charge of having acted very unlike a true hero in 

■epmg at the beginning of a triumph, before he had made his harvest of 
laurels ( oinplete j but, he adds, the sequel shows that tho duke was not the 
moat courageous of men, « 
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this happen? By wt?hat powerful interposition was 
Broun cker protected ? By the duchess of Cleveland, or 
the duchess of York ? „ , • 

When the fleet returned home immediate preparations 
were made to refit it for sea. The duke, it sterns, was 
u very impatient” to hav£ the vessels repaired^ and was 
above all things desirous to take the comiftand again, 
his family remaining still on board, getting ready such 
things as were wanting for his accommodation. The 
queen-mother, however, says Clarenddh, prevailed on 
the king to promise her that Ihe duke should not go 
again in that expedition ; which proiniso was concealed 
from the duke, his majesty beiievii^g that the confi- 
dence inspired by> his royal highness’s njujie contributed 
materially to procure the means for defraying the neces- 
sary expences. Hia majesty's opinion on this subject 
might be challenged by some reasonable presumptions 
to the contra|gr ; but we must not interrupt the pro- 
gress of the^narrativ^ to discuss such by-way topics. 

1 he fleet, lo the number of sixty sail, was ready in 
less than a month. The king and the duke went to- 
gether to go on board, the latter being under the im- 
pression that he was to take the command ; but on their 
way thither his majesty acquainted his brother w T ith 
his resolution, and the promise he had made to the 
queen their mother ; with which the duke was nvach 
troubled, and ottered many reasohs to divert his majesty 
froi^ laying his command upon him ; but when he 
found there was no remedy, he submitted, and gave 
orders for disembarking his family and goods,* o 

The relation of this incident, although it has liule to 
do with the life of the earl of Sandwich, is essential to 
the completion of the narrative of the first engagement 
with the Dutch, and of the duke of York's personal 
share in the war. The interference of tile queen-mo- 
ther to prevent the duke from risking his j#erson in 
the second expedition, following so close upon-^flae 

* Clarendon’s Life, STL 
T 2 
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duchess of York's charge to her feomestics not to let , his 
royal highness “ engage too far/* will help to show 
how r much tys grace ^yas beloved by the ladies of the 
court, and® how much better h^ was adapted for the 
chamber ‘tKan the cockpit. If his grace had really 
been in «eamest in his desirdJ to take command of the 
fleet, is it lHcely that such influences as these would have 
been permitted to prevail over his resolution ? Would 
any of the great commanders of his own or of former 
times hfive been * stayed hi the discharge of their duties 
to their country by such 1 gen tie entreaties and private 
remonstrances 0 (ir, if the ladies were not already well 
acquainted with tjse ilbke s wislies, is it probable they 
would have \er\tured to' interpose in « matter of such 
responsibility ? Is it probable that, without a previous 
knowledge of his grace's disposition, the queen-mother 
would have attempted to exact such a promise from the 
king, or that the king would have been y|pak enough to 
grant it, before he obtained the consent of the individual 
whose honour was so deeply concerned in the cdfose- 
quences ? The whole transaction is discreditable to all 
the parties involved in it ; and the fact of keeping his 
royal highness «t home, for the avowed purpose of 
keeping hi^u out o£ the way of danger, is, in itself, suf- 
ficient to reveal the materials of which his grace's heroism 
wav* composed.* 


* Although wc have not yet clone with the fluke of York in this- bio- 
graphy, and shall have occasion again to bring him upon the stage, the p.eaent 
opportunity, is, perhaps, the best that may otter tor the introduction of 
some curiously illustrate e anecdotes related of him by Bishop Burnet 
* This historian has been accused ol undue severity in his treatment of the 
duke,0ft<l the modem author of a life of Ins T&yal highness attempts to 
establish several cases of exaggeration, and, perhaps, something worse 
against the bishop. But without going out of one's way to defend the ve- 
racity of Burnet, it may L*' fairly asserted that his statements about the 
duke of York have not yet been disproied, notwithstanding the frequency 
and fury ot the assaults that have been made upon them. Certain it is, 
that the conduct, of the duke in almost every incident of his life justifies 
the general impression of his character left upon the mind by Burnet’s in- 
cidental sketches and notices of him ; and that if he did not deserve the 
contempt fl^tl dtshke which the bishop felt towards him and did not attempt 
to fkL^ccal, he had a wonderful way of seeming to deserve it As to his 
religion, it has nothing to do with the matter. A man may profess any form 
Christianity and preserve the respect of mankind, if his heart be sound 
and his intellect vigorous ; but no shape of religion whatever can be sef up 
as a mask for the vices which are related in the following revolting passage. 
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It was fortunate, however, for the country that the 
interposition of the ladies was so successful; for it 

‘ A 

• 

ft ic*a bishop who is writing of a prince of the blood royal ! — ^ An accident 
happened this winter at Oxford^o© inconsiderable and too tender to be 
mentioned, if it were not that great effects were believer! to hive followed 
on it. The duke had always one private amour after another, in the ma- 
naging of which he seemed to stand more in awe of the duchess, than, 
considering the inequality of their rank, could have been imagined. Talbot 
was looked on as the chief manager of those intrigues. The duchess's 
deportment was uncxccptionalde, which made her authority the greater. 
"At Oxford there was then a very graceful young iflan of qualify that be- 
longed to her court, whose services were t>§ acceptable that she was thought 
to look at him in a particular marine#. This was so represented to the 
duke, that he, being resolved to emancipate himfelf into more open prac- 
tices, took up a jealousy, nnd put the person out of hiTcourt with so much 
precipitation that the flung became veiy public by this means. The 
duchess lost the power she had over him so ci#rely that no method she 
could think on was life; to recover it, except one. She began to discover 
wh'it his leligiou was, though he still came not of#y to church, but to sa- 
crament. And upon that, she, to regain wlmt she had lo*t, entered into 
private discourses, with hisgiriests, hut in so secret a manner, that there was 
not for some years after this the least suspicion given She began by de- 
grees to slacken in her constant coming to prayers and to sacrament, in 
which she had been before that regular, almost to superbtition, She put 
that on her ill hovth, for she fell into an iM iialnt of body, which some im- 
puted to the effect of some of the duke's distempets communicated to her. 
A story was set about aifl geperallfebelievcd. that the carl ofSouthcsk, 
that nad married a daughter of duke Hamilton’s, suspecting some famili- 
arities between the duke and his wife, hail taken a sure method to procure 
a disease to himself which he comnmmcitod to Ins wife, and was by that 
means set round till it came to the duchess, who was so tainted with it 
that it w’as the occasion of the death of all her children except the two 
daughters, our two queens, arid was believed the cause of an illness under 
which she languished long, and died so corrupted that in dressing her body 
after her death, oue of her breasts burst, being a^nnss of ctjgruptiou. Lord 
Southesk was for some years not ill pleased to have this believed. It looked 
like a peculiar strain of revenge with which be seemed much delighted, 
liut 1 know he has to some ot inn friends denied the whole ot thqgstory 
very solemnly. Another acted a better pjwt He did not like a commerce 
that he observed between the duke and Ins wife. He went and c*\ pos- 
tulated with him upon it. The duke tell a commending Ins wile much. 
He Arid him he came not to seek his wife's character of hnn ; the most ef- 
fectual way of commending her was to have nothing to do with hci He 
added, .that if princes would do those wrongs to subjects who could not 
demand such reparation of honour as they could from tin ir equals, it woul# 
put them on secreter methods of revenge, for some injuries were «\a*h that 
men of honour could not bear them. And upon a new observation he 
made of the duke’s designs upon Ins w'ifc, he quitted a very good post and 
went with her into the country, where he kept her till she died. Upon 
the whole matter the duke was often ill. The children were horn with 
ulcers, or they broke out upon them soon after, and all his sons died young 
and unhealthy. This has, as far as any thing that could not be brought in 
the way of proof, prevailed to create a suspicion that so healthy a child as 
the pretended prince of Wales could neither be his nor be born of any wife 
with whom he had lived long The violent pain that h* cl^ilst daughter 
had in her eyes, and the gout which has early seized our present, tt'ieen, 
are thought the dregs of a tainted original. Willis, the great physician, 
being called to consult for one of his sons, gave his opinion in those words, 
mala utamma mUe, which gave such offence that he was never called for 
aiier wa rds.” r - Burnct t i. 416—419. 

T 3 
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left the fleet to the sole command of the earl of Sand, 
wich. At first it was intended that his lordship should 
be joinoLwith prince ^Rupert in the command ; but the 
king changed his mind, ordering* the prince to attend 
him in London, and placing the sole authority in the 
hands of «the earl. His lordship's intentions were to visit 
the coast of Holland, and if he found that the Dutch 
fleet was not ready t<r come out, he was to sail to the 
northward to watch the ^Turkey and East India fleets 
which had orders to come by that route for the purpose 
of avoiding the English, dt was hoped, also, that the 
ships might be in time to intercept De Ruyter in his 
homeward passage; bdt they were disappointed in that 
expectation ; Dutch admiral retur icd unexpectedly 
by the nortfi of Scotland, ami arrived safely in Holland, 
where he was immediately appointed to the chief com- 
mand in the navy. 

The English fleet sailed on the 5th July, from South- 
wold bay ; and, obtaining, intelligence than the Dutch 
were not yet ready for sea, the earl of Sandwich directed 
his course to the north, where the Turkey and India 
fleets, consisting of twenty sail, under the Command of 
commodore Bitticr, had already taken shelter in the port 
of Bergheiiin Norway. The earl of Sandwich had re- 
ceived intimation of this circumstance, and proceeded 
wiu despatch to discharge the duty which consequently 
devolved upon him. 

At this period, sir Gilbert Talbot, the English resident 
in Denmark, was sent for by the king, who informed 
*himof the arrival of the India ships at Berghen, where 
they %ere to remain until the Dutch' fleet was ready to 
join them. His majesty complained freely of the con- 
duct of the States in drawing him into a war with Swe- 
den, in the expectation that he should be forced to apply 
to them for money, and to surrender into their hands 
the custoffis-of Norway and the Sound by way of secu- 
rity?* The arrival of the ricli vessels from Turkey and 


* Burnet, i. 407, 



SECRET INTRIGUE WITH DENMARK. 279 

• • 

India in the port of Berghen appeared to his majesty 
to present a favourable opportunity of enabling his ma- 
jesty to unite his interest with the king of England, which 
he proposed to do by allowing the king df jJngland to 
possess himself of all ’the treasure, which he avas after- 
wards to divide equally| be tween them. His majesty 
thought it reasonable that he might expect hsjf the value, 
for the discharge of which hr would rely upon the king’s 
honour, after the ships had arrived m England, for it 
would be necessary that he Should potest against the 
proceeding as an act of violence which he could not re- 
sist. ' This honourable proposal w*s |p*omptly agreed 
to, aria sir Gilbert Talbot communicated it that day to 
the kiiig The answer was favourable, and letters to that 
effect were immediately transmitted tff thfc earl of Sand- 
wich, # * 

Continuing his course for Norway, and resolved not 
to lose so fair a moment for attacking the Dutch fleet, 
his lordship considered it pruduit to communicate his 
movements to sir Gilbert Talbot, asking at the same 
time for a more distinct account of the nature of the 
king' of Denmark’s engagements, that lie might the 
better know what ho was doing.-] The king of Den- 
mark, however, finding that the business was not very 
creditable to him, had stipulated that th£ agreement 
should not he put into writing, so that it was very diffi- 
cult for sir Gilbert to comply iwith the earl’s request. 
He did -.end an answer of some sort, but it never 
reached its destination, owing to a variety of accidents. 

The earl of Sandwich had now arrived near enoug^ 
to justify him in toking immediate measures for attack- 
ing the fleet. His situation was peculiarly distressing. 
The intimation he had received from Talbot apparently 
warranted him in going into the Danish port, but, not 

* Clarendon Life, Si 78. In a narrative of this transaction written by 
®ir Gilbert Talbot, tlie ambassador is stated to have made thi* proposition 
to the king of Denmark, finding his majesty disposed tc? filth u, coffers at 
the excuse of the Dutch. It is immaterial Ironi which $idethe p#>posal 
originally came; its entertainment is equally disgraceful to both. 

t Campbell, ii. 283. 
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knowing whether the governor of Berghen had received 
a similar intimation, he was perplexed how to act. In 
ibis' difficulty he resolved to remain out at sea, on the 
look out for De lluyter, while he flent admiral Tiddhnan 
with a squadron of fifteen or sixteen good ships into the 
harbour. f As soon as these vessels approached close to 
tile harbour, Tiddiman sent a gentleman on shore to the 
governor to inform him of his design, and to inquire 
what orders he had received. This business was ren- 
dered s€ll more vepulsivc by the security in which the 
Dutch fancied tbemselVer under the protection of the 
castle in which tliey had deposited, from the time of 
their first coming^ some of the richest part of. their 
lading, as a place of unquestionable ^ycurity.* It ap- 
pears also that N the Danish governor had commtted 
himself to their safety on their arrival, promising to do 
what he could for them f, and otherwise showing them 
marks of hospitality which afterwards rendered his posi- 
tion extremely embarrassing. * 

When Mr. Clifford, the gentleman sent by adrhiral 
Tiddiman, announced the object of his mission, the 
governor expressed his regret that he had arrived so 
soon, lie could f not deny that he had received orders 
from Copenhagen, but he expected more perfect direc- 
tions within four and tweffty hours, and likewise the 
presence of the viceroy of Norway, who w r as his su- 
perior officer, and would infallibly be there the next 
day. He had no objection, however, that the slpps 
should cope into the port, on the assurance that they 
^would not attempt any hostile act without his consent %; 
but h# insisted on the necessity of defending the port 
until he should receive explicit orders, which he ex- 
pected notwithstanding in a very little time. § 

The delay in the receipt of the governor’s orders was 
occasioned by'the distance of Berghen from the capital. 
The vicecoy,of Norway, who resided at Christiana, had 
«* 

* Clarendon. Ihid. + Campl>ell f ii. 153. 

J Clarendon, 278. } Burnet, i. 409. , 
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bis instructions sooner, and sent out two galleys to com- 
municate the agreement to the earl of Sandwich ; but 
they missed him, as he was already before Bjpghdh. 

Agreeably to the understanding entered into between 
Mr. Clifford and the governor, the Engttslf squadron 
entered the harbour, to |he consternation of tjie Dutch, 
who immediately changed the posture of seme of their 
ships, and, new-mooring the rest, put themselves upon 
their defence. The port of ^Berghen # exhibits the pe- 
culiarity of having a great nufnber of*formidaWe rocks, 
between which * the sea run* so deep that the largest 
ships may float in safety ; the English vessels, conse- 
quently, found themselves in so man j chambers separated 
by rocks. The J)utch having^ntered first, secured that 
line of the sea which lay next the sflore, tq which they 
were so close that® they could descend from their decks 
upon the land. This circumstance would have been 
all the better for the enterprise, if the Danes had been 
friendly tc P the action.* 

Upon Clifford's return to the fleet a council of war 
was held, as to the course to be taken in this emergency. 
T id a i man was a good officer, a rough man who knew 
well how to execute orders, hut, be^ng an indifferent 
judge of the grounds of them, he relied upgn the advice 
of Clifford. The result of this conference was that the 
attack should he delayed no longer. First, it ap- 
prehended, that if any further procrastination took place, 
the Dutch fleet under De liuyter might probably come 
to the relief of the treasure ships ; seconcj, it would 
afford the vessels time to fortify themselves, and pr%- 
bably render the Attempt impracticable ; third, th^attack 
was resolved upon, because they f suspeeted that the 
governor was merely acting an unavoidable part, and 
that he really wished the action to take place without 
his declared consent. # 

During the night the ships remained stijl, t *The next 


* Clarendon, 279. 
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day the governor was importunate for the postponement 
of die enterprise, and some angry words passed between 
him &nd e^geqtleman of quality who was a volunteer on 
board the ships, which it was suspected did not contri- 
bute much*to' reconcile him to the English. At last, die 
commander communicated to l‘im his determination to 
weigh his anchors and fall upon the Butch ; but the 
governor's reply, which was meant literally to dissuade 
him from his intention, had the effect of still further 
perplexing the chapter oi accidents, by confirming the 
former impression, that the governor did not exactly 
mean what he said. 1 ' 

The ships were /iow 'brought out of their several 
channels; and ; to the astonishment of the English, it 
was discovered that the Dutch had made profitable use 
of the interval that had been wasted, • on the other side, 
in interviews with the governor. The English had 
been, altogether, two days and two nights in the harbour, 
and during that time the Dutch had unloaded nearly all 
their commodities, placing them for safety in the cattle ; 
drawing on shore also forty-one pieces of cannon, which 
they planted on a rising ground so that they could shoot 
over their own ships ; while the largest of their vessels 
were formetj into a line across the bay, and a breast- 
work was cast up, flanking the ordnance on shore, behind 
which all the inhabitants of the town were in arms. 
This was -fair notice of ftie ihtentions and preparations, 
both of the Danes and the Dutch. Btft the English 
still confided in the belief that the governor intended to 
irmain neutral; and, being indifferent to the Dutch 
ordnance and breastwork, provided the castle which 
commanded the w v hole bay did not interfere, they 
opened the attack at once.* The admiral, however, 

took the precaution of giving all his captains a strict 
«■ 

* Dr. Cairl^bdl layo, that the castle fired on the English fleet on the pre- 
ceding f ovening. Ido not find this statement confirmed by any contem- 
porary authority. Neither Burnet nor Clarendon, who furnish the most 
authentic accounts extant of this action, make any reference whatevor to 
sudi a circumstance. 
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charge not to fire against the castles or forts, and to 
direct al their shot low at the hulls of the Dutch ships, 
to prevent, as far as they could, any dam^e tom being 
committed on the tojrn which lay behind,* These in- 
structions had been previously concerted wkh*fche gover- 
nor, and it was afterwards agreed upon all hfinds that 
they were faithfully executed • 

In the first impetuous rush of the English, they suc- 
ceeded in dismounting many of the ordnance on the shore; 
but the complicated and general fire* that came upon 
them from all quarters, speedily discovered to them that 
the attempt was hopeless. During this stormy fight, 
the muskets from the breastwork, anjj the guns from the 
castle, continue^ to pour down? a deluge of fire upon the 
English ships, although, as if to perplelc the stackers still 
more, a white flag ws hung out from the battlements the 
whole time. The greatest mischief the English suffered 
was from the Danish artillery, which, accidentally cut- 
ting some hawsers that kept the first line together, com- 
pelfbd them to leave their Nations lest they should fall 
foul of each other ; when, getting beyond the reach of 
the Dutch guns, they came under the fire of a fort on 
the outmost point, which played upo^j them afresh, in- 
creasing the numerous disasters to which they had been 
already exposed. In this engagement Edward Mon- 
tague, the cousin of lord Sandwich, who had # been 
mainly instrumental in drawing his lordship o*er to the 
royal cause, was unfortunately slain. He had been 
master of the horse to the queen, and had joined the 
fleet in a fit of discontent, without the knowledge 
the admiral. Clilrendon describes him as “ a proper 
man and well bred, but not easy to be pleased/’ 

As soon as the ships could get safely out to sea, they 
joined the earl of Sandwich, who had been drawn nearly 
to the mouth of the harbour, and rendered him a full 
account of all that had occurred. Shortly afterwards 
they were followed by a shallop from the governor, .with 
a letter to the officer in command of the squadron, com <■ 
plaining of the conduct of the English in shooting upon 
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the town, and requesting that Mr. Clifford would give 
him a meeting at a place to which the shallop should 
convey hiy . The earl of Sandwich was unwilling that 
Mr. Clifford should accept the invitation ; but he yielded 
at length to ’the entreaties of that gentleman, who went 
on shore ip the shallop. u 

It now appeared that the action was scarcely over 
when the viceroy of Norway arrived, at whose instance 
this meeting was arranged, that he might personally 
hear tha» statements at both sides. The governor, on 
his part, declared that he $tood in arms only to defend 
the town, without being concerned for the Dutch ; that 
he did not fire untij after the town had been assaulted, 
and many burghers killed ; and that a proof of his 
forbearance, he sdiFered the English to depart when he 
had it in his power to sink them ; romplaining, at the 
same time, of their want of patience, that would not 
allow them to defer the assault one day longer, until the 
viceroy had been present. The viceroy, whs was much 
troubled at what had happened, suggested that another 
squadron might be sent in, which should have all the 
assistance that was necessary. Mr. Clifford defended 
the conduct of the English, on the ground that the 
Dutch were permitted to land their ordnance, and that 
the townsmen assisted them in the engagement ; and 
he proposed that the viceroy should begin by seizing 
some of .their ships, ahd then that the fleet should 
answer* This the viceroy refused, but made another 
proposition which exhibited a complete departure from 
fjie terms of the original agreement : namely, that the 
English should seize the Dutch ships}’ and make a strict 
division of the go&ds before they carried them away. 
To this startling condition Mr. Clifford very properly 
answered, that he would submit it to the earl of Sand- 
wich, in whom was solely vested the power of con- 
cluding sard ^executing such matters. He then returned 
to the fleet.* 


* Clarendon, 280. 



285 


THE ENGLISH PUT OUT TO SEA. 

The strange conduct of thegovemor,and the new pro- 
posals df the viceroy, gave the earl of Sandwich abun- 
dant reason for questioning the sincerity gf Ipe Danish 
government. All thi| time, too/it must be temembered 
that he was without any further intelligence from 'sir 
Gilbert Talbot, and ignorant of the steps that might 
have been taken . in the mterim. These considerations, 
strengthened by other motives of«no less weight, deter- 
mined him not to run any ryore hazards amongst the 
rocks of Berghen at a season Of the year when that coast 
was peculiarly dangerous. He was also strongly influ- 
enced by the receipt of intelligence fliat«De Ruyter was 
come out with his fleet ; and h^had no inclination 
to court an engagement on that iron shore, desiring 
to have a little more sea-room shoufd ne (all in with 
him, he took that oourse which he thought would be 
most likely to bring him and Dc Ruyter together ; an 
event which he desired above all others. Should he 
even miss Be Ruyter, he still calculated on meeting the 
Ea5t India fleet on* their wSy to Holland in the open 
sea, where he could more effectually accomplish their 
capture than in the crowded harbour of Berghen. 

But the principal motive which m^y be presumed to 
have induced the earl of Sandwich to jidopt tlys deliberate 
resolution, was a strong sense of the unworthiness of the 
affair in which he was engaged. “The truth seeigs to 
be,” says Campbell, “ thaf th£ earl of Sandwich con- 
sidered this whole negociation as a dishonourable thing ; 
and, indeed, it is very apparent, that if no regpect at all 
had been had to this agreement, but the English ha4 
attacked the enenlly’s fleet without giving them time to 
fortify themselves, the whole, or at* least, the greatest 
part must have been either sunk or taken,” * 

That the resolution to hold no further parley with the 
Danes was not adopted without sufficietit Teason, the 
subsequent conduct of the governor to the J)u9ch, as we 
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shall presently hate occasion to show, afforded ample 
pr$6f. St is not always easy to collect tW various 

circumstance^ that influence such movements, so as to 
be enabled °to place tffem in a cjear light ; nor, if we 
could, is ft ^uite certain that, after an interval of fifty 
or a hundred years, we should^ be able to estimate them 
at their read importance. The earl of Sandwich knew 
the men with whom he had to deal, and preferred the 
risk of the open sea and a fair engagement, to a col- 
lusive bargain With a perfidious ally, and a piratical 
stratagem against a declared enemy. Had he been left 
single-handed to the conduct of this transaction, there is 
hardly any doubt t,hat he must have succeeded ; but he 
was checked b ( v obscure Orders, paraly^d by doubts and 
impediments, anf finally betrayed into a mesh of dif- 
ficulties by a strange medley of mistakes and disappoint- 
ments. The mystery that hangs over the business, holds 
out a sort of warning to all governments not to commit 
men of honour to base plots and mean Lubterfugea. 
Historians, at both sides, confess themselves puzzletl to 
trace the actual reasons of that untoward proceeding of 
the Danish authorities, which was the immediate cause 
of the failure of the attempt on the treasure- ships. 
Rapin, whq.would throw it upon the English if he could, 
endeavours to evade the responsibility of accurate detail, 
by giving a dramatic sketch of the imbroglio of the 
comedy. ° To succeed^’ h& observes, tf in this design, 
there Was a necessity of acquainting the viceroy of Nor- 
way and the governor of Berghen with it ; because, as 
*he king of Denmark was not to appear publicly in it, 
they Were to make a show of protecting the Dutch ships. 
It was likewise requisite that the earl of Sandwich should 
be let into the secret, to prepare him how to take the 
loud complaints the governor of Berghen was to make on 
account of the* outrages committed by the English. But 
several ifiihappy incidents rendered the whole project 
abortive. The governor of Berghen was to have received 
his orders from the viceroy of Norway, but they were 
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sent him too late ; and the messenger whom Tajbpt gent 
from Copenhagen to the English fleet, ftas intercepted 
and seized by the Dutch. In short, the f earjLof Sand- i 
wich having advice jhat they #ere in daily expectation 
of De Ruyter, was willing to execute his^ortlers before 
he arrived, and thereforejdetached sir Thomas«T iddiraan 
with his squadron to perform it. Sir Thomas fell upon 
the Dutch with great resolution ; hut they had time 
enough to prepare for a defence/' 

This was the secret of th£ whole wnisfortute. The 
Dutch were allowed time to prepare their defence, which, 
as we have seen, was patiently draWh owt, and even ela- 
borately planned. But through \^iat connivance was 
this accomplished • or, was tlaere any connivance in the 
case ? Clarendon fairly acknowledges thsy: he cannot 
solve the problem, .and dismisses it with as satisfactory 
a sumthary as his information enabled him to give of the 
circumstances from beginning to end, still confessing, 
however, that the business was never properly explained. 

“ This whole affair,'’ says l8rd Clarendon, " of Berghen, 
and the managing thereof, was so perplexed and intricate, 
that it was never clearly understood. That which seemed 
to have most probability was, that as^soon as the Dutch 
fleet came to Berghen, they had unladen n^my of their 
richest commodities, and put them into the castle before 
the governor had received his orders from Copenljpgen ; 
and so both his own and his Toaster’s faith and honour 
were engaged to discharge the trust, of which he made 
haste to send an account to the king, and thg*eupon ex- 
pected new directions, which were not arrived when the 
English fleet caifle thither : and when they did* come, 
whether that court, according to its®custom, did change 
its mind, and believe they should make a better bargain 
by keeping what was already deposited in their hands in 
the castle, than by making an uncertaifi division with 
the king ; or whether they did, in truth, continue firm 
to the first agreement, and that the messenger *was stopped 
by extraordinary accidents in his journey (which was 
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positively «fl&ged$ so that he did not 
or Whether th# governor was not able ton aster theta*!?, 

* tyat Was much inclined to the Hollanders, before tfeo vte|y 
king came with his tr<V>ps, who j}id make a^^Sible 
haste as sdon as he heard that the English wesfifcrrired^ 
or whether the English did proceed more unadvised!^ 
and rashly chan they ought to* have done, remains Still 

^in the dark. And bojth parties reproached each other* 
afterwards as they found most necessary for their W 
veral defences anii pretenses, of which more hereafter/** 
If Clarendon, who took'sq much pains to unravel the 
secret history of this affair, was compelled to leav# it 
in the dark, a further examination of the scanty au- 
thorities, who double upon and confoupd each other in 
their accounts of il, would not be likely to diminish the 
mystery. r 

|r- Leaving the earl of Sandwich to pursue his course 
through the northern seas, at a period of the year when, 
under other circumstances, the fleet would* have !5§en 
laid up in harbour for the Winter, We will pause to«see 
what happened afterwards at Berghen in reference to the 
Danes and the Dutch, forming, in fafct, the sequel of 
the events already related. 

The delqy that had taken place in fitting out the 
Dutch fleet, appears to have arisen from want of funds 
and jnen. It was only by threats, punishments, and 
promises that the Statesr wele at last enabled to man a 
fleet, with the gallant J)e lluyter at its head, to the 
great displeasure of Van Tromp, who was of opinion 
that if he were not entitled to that post by virtue of lik 
illustrious descent, he had sufficiently established his 
claim to it by hi s 'own actions. But he was in some 
measure reconciled^ by discovering that his rival was 
only nominal commander, the fleet being in reality under 
the command of De Witte, who, not content with con- 
trolling tlie councils of the States, had now formed the 
extraordinary resolution of directing their fleets, Pro- 
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curing in appointment for himselfihd *wo frjends to 
attend the admiral, every body saw that he contemplated 
sonde remote stroke of policy, and the wonder and^cur}- 
oaity af the people yere raisef to the nigtfest pitch. 
His indicate friends, indeed, advised him «to*reliuquish 
the design, and the king of France was shockingly 
frightened lest any tbin^f should happen to«a statesman 
through whom he had ruled Holland for so many years/ 
But the pensionary not only persisted in his design, but, 
by a very marvellous piece of good •luck, obtained a 
great naval reputation before JiS even put out to sea. 

Going on board the fleet in the Texal, he found all 
the officers and pilots unanimously of opinion that they 
must wait for a fair wind in order to get out. There 
are two passages out of the Texel, ^one # liy-ge and the 
other small. The Jatter was too shallow for ships of 
heavy burthen, and the former was exposed to what 
they called twenty-two winds, any one of which they 
said would absolutely prevent a fleet from sailing through. 
De*Fitfe, who had^io kno\^cdge of practical navigation 
whatever, inquired the reason why so many winds should 
have the self-sarde effect? What answer was given to 
this inquiry is not upon record, but the next morning 
Be Witte demonstrated to the mariners, o^j their own 
principles, that there were but four of these points which 
could.retard them. It did not require much sagacity, 
and still less acquaintance with? the compass, io enable 
any man of common sense to make this notable discovery ; 
but \t seems the Dutch seamen regarded it as # a very re- 
markable proof of Be Witte’s skill in his new charac* 
ter. The wind happened, however, to be in one#f the 
adverse points, and Be Witte, after •sounding the pas- 
sage with a lead, undertook to carry out two of the 
largest ships, which he safely performed the next day. 
This achievement was considered so extraordinary, that 
the scene of the exploit has ever since b^en tailed Be 
Witte’s Passage. All that need be* said about it is, 
that it was a cheap way of getting a reputation. The 
mere fact of beating or working a ship out of a passage 

VOL. V, u 
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is, as every nftvigliir knows, a simple process, if there 
be only room enotfgh for tacking ; if there be Rot rbpm 
enough, the t^sk is one of considerable difficulty, with- 
out taking into consideration in either case the state of 
the currents/ which is of more consequence than even 
the points of the wind. But whether there he roam 
enough or fiot, it is a process frhich no man could per- 
form unless he possessed a practical knowledge of navi- 
gation. Now lje Witte either did or did not under- 
stand navigation 1 . If he did, which his biographers 
deny, there was nothing wonderful in the action ; if he 
did not, we mast attribute it to a miracle or a pilot. 
Not being of a verv superstitious habit of belief, we are 
disposed to ascribe it to the latter. A-s to the credit of 
it being given to De Witte, there is nothing at all sur- 
prising in that. 

The immediate object proposed by the fleet so 
strangely floated out of the Texel, was to bring off the 
Turkey and East India vessels from Berghen. As it 
was known that the earl 'iSf Sandwich was out at* sea, 
this ivas an undertaking attended with no little hazard ; 
but De Ruyter was fortunate enough to pass unobserved, 
and to make the Danish harbour in safety. When he 
arrived tho**e, he found the merchant vessels in jeopardy, 
having found a new and unexpected enemy in their late 
defender, the Danish governor. The English squa- 
dron, it appeared, had ho Sboner left the harbour, and 
all expectations of a resumption of the private nego- 
tiations were at an end, than the governor, determined to 
amake something of the affair, demanded the sum of 
1 00, WO crowns from the Dutch steps, for the effect- 
ive assistance he "had given them in the late action ; 
threatening very unceremoniously to sink them if they 
attempted to leave the nA* until they had discharged 
his claim. *At this ju Afire, De Witte fortunately 
arrived )' and the Danish j|fernor, suddenly lowering 
his tone, consented to pernfi the vessels to depart, 
satisfying his cupidity by seizing upon the cannon they 
had left ashore. The treachery of this man’s conduct 
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vindicates the discernment of the English commander, 
who seems to have penetrated his character in th* first 
intercourse that took place bet^en them.* # • 

In the mean while^he EngliA fleet had gailed towards 
the coast # of Holland, but was driven to the northward 
by a violent storm. IjJj Witte was now jon his way 
homewards, when the same tempest that beat back his 
opponents, scattered his own ships and committed such 
damage on some of them he |£st a feg of the 
merchantmen and two fire-ships. On the 4th of Sep- 4th 
tember, the earl of Sandwich, whi>se force was also Sept, 
broken by the boisterous weqjher, fell iu with four 
Butch East Indiamen and several %f their merchant- 
ships under a stftmg convoy. This \ms die opportunity 
he had long looked for ; but the state of the sea pre- 
cluded the possibility of accomplishing all that he de- 
sired, and, considering the un propitious circumstances 
by which was surrounded, it is surprising that he was 
abl^ to effect so much, ifefter a decisive conflict, he 
took eight men-of-war, two of the richest East India 
ships, and twenty sail of met chantmen, the rest escaping 
in the storm. On the ninth, four men-of-war, two 9th 
fire-ships, and thirty merchantmen, lifting their courses Sept, 
in the fog, joined the English flt^t in nftstake, and 
were all taken with upwards of a thousand prisoners. 
Having thus fairly settled Jhe Recount of the # Beif hen 
affair, with a large balance in his favour, the earl of 
Sandwich brought home his fleet in triumph. 

The profits of this enterprise were very acceptable tc^ 
the public treasury, which was just then much pressed 
in providing a fleet for the ensuing spring. But much 
more was expected; to such a height of extravagance 
did the notion of our naval sovereignty carry the ex- 
pectations of the people. The dark ness *and length of 
the nights in the northern seas in the winter season, 
were not taken into consideration by those who thought 
that the earl ought to have captured the whole fleet of 
merchant vessels; and insinuations were thrown out 
that he ought to have pursued them with greater vigour 
u 2 
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and perseverance. 4 These ungrateful suggestions, how* 
ever,, were not the offspring of popular dissatisfaction * 
they spra'hg from another source, private malice and in** 
explicable jealousy. ^ r 

Sir William Coventry*, the duke of York’s secretary, 
when thitf fleet was originally put in motion, everted his 
influence to' prevent prince Rupert from being joined 
in the command of the fleet with the earl of Sandwich, 
not from any desire to serve the latter, but merely to 
gratify Sis spleen* agains^'the former. Coventry, " who 
never paid a civility to arty worthy man but as it was 

■ The 'following character of’ Kir William Coventry is drawn by the 
chancellor, and is not the less striking by being strongly spiced with per- 
sonal feeling. ** ty* was a sullcnrill-natured, prou£ mail, whose ambition 
had no limits, nor coulfi be contained within any. His parts were very 
good, if he had not thought them much better than any other man’s : and 
he had diligence and industry, which men of gryxl part's are often without, 
which made him quickly to have at least credit with the duke ; and he 
was without those vices which were too much m request, and which make 
men most unfit for business, and the trust that cannot be separated 
from it. 

“ He had sate a member in the House of Commons from «he beginning of 
the Parliament, with very much refutation oi an able man. lie spoke 
pertinently, and was always very acceptable and well heard; and wis one 
of those with whom they, who were trusted by the king in conducting his 
affairs in the lower House, consulted very frequently ; but not so much, 
nor relied equally upon his advice, as upon* some few ethers who had much 
more experience, which he thought was of use only to ignorant and dull 
men ; and that men sagacity could see and determine at a little light, 
and ought rather to persuade and engage men to do that which they judged 
fit, than to colUider what themselves were inclined to do : and so did not 
think himself to be enough valued and relied upon, and only to be made 
Use of to the celebrating the designs and contrivance of other men, with- 
out hung signal in the managery, which he aspired to be. Nor did any 
man envy tym the province, if 4-e could indeed have governed it, and that 
others who had more useful talents, would have been ruled by him How- 
ever, being a man who naturally loved faction and contradiction, he often 
made experiments how far be could prevail in the House, by declining the 
method that was prescribed, and proposing somewhat to the House that 
wwas beside or contrary’ u» it, and which the others would not oppose, be- 
lieving, in regard of his relation, that he had received newer directions. And 
then i At succeeded well (as sometimes it did), hd'hari argument enough to 
censure and inveigh agjinst the chancellor, for having taken so ill mea. 
sures of the temper and affection* of the Houee , for he did not dissemble 
in his prnatc conversation (though his outward carriage was very fair) 
that he had no kindness for him, which in gratitude he ought to have had ; 
nor had he anything to complain of from him, but that he wished well, 
and did all he cmVd to defend and support a very worthy person, who liad 
deserved very well from the king, against whom he manifested a great and 
causeless aumosity, and desired to oppress for his own profit, of which he 
had a very iimtioderatc appetite.” pp. 183, 184. As a remarkable contrast 
to this, it is only fair to refer to Burnet’s character of Coventry, which is 
chiefly noticeable because it praises him for exactly the opposite qualities 
to those for which Clarendon condemns him. But apjiearanccs are in 
favour of the Utter. „ 
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a disobligation to another whom he cared less for,” 
without having received any provocation whatever, now 
set himself about the labour of plucking; down tSe ho* 
nours he had contributed to ccfifer upon the earl. He 
had no higher motive apparently to gratif/in the ca- 
lumnies lfe spread abroad than a natural love of mischief, 
and an irresistible passion for intercepting*the progress 
pf other men's good fortunes. While the fleet was at 
sea be kept up a constant correspondence with some of 
the officers, and being thus possession of* all their 
movements, he was enabled *to disseminate plausible 
statements to the prejudice of thl aohniral, accusing 
him, amongst other things, of lfcmgjoo wary in avoiding 
danger. The kijig and the dtfke discredited these vague 
assertions and defended his character ; th^ latter, who 
had witnessed his* conduct in the midst of peril, de- 
claring that he was a brave and prudent commander, 
and as forward and bold in the face of danger as the 
occasion Squired or discretion permitted. They also 
expressed themselves abundantly satisfied with the prizes 
he had brought home, which, little as Coventry affected 
to think of them, caused great lamentations in Holland, 
and nearly broke the heart of De Witte. But it is a 
difficult thing to make a noble reputation, and still 
more difficult to keep it clear of shadows in the midst 
of envy and evil-speaking. So it was with the jjarl of 
Sandwich, and the injury Vhfth the spite ofi Coventry 
failed to inflict upon him was brought about through 
an “unadvised action" of his own, soon aftpr he came 
into harbour, « 

The particular^ of this transaction are detailed with 
such accuracy by Clarendon, who wfos personally mixed 
up in them, that it will be best to give them in his own 
words ; especially as they are not recorded by any other 
authority, and would not bear abbreviation without in- 
justice to the subject. , • 

“ It was a constant and a known rule in the admi- 
ralty, that of any ship that is taken from the enemy bulk 
fs not to be broken till it be brought into the port and 
u 3 
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uljutlged ' lawful prize. It seems that when the fleet 
returned to the harbour, the flag-officers petitioned or 
moved the «i|i of Sandwich, ‘in regard of thek hav- 
ing continued all the summer upqo the seas with great 
fatigue, and been engaged in man y actions of danger, 
that he would distribute amongst them some reward out 
of the Indian ships ; * which ue thought reasonable, 
and inclined to satisfy them, and writ a letter to the 
vice- chamberlain a to inform the king of it, and ‘ that 
he thought it fit to be dot/e ;* to which the vice-charo- 
berlain, having Bhowed th§ letter to tire king, returned 
his majesty's approbation. But before the answer came 
to his hand he had executed the design, and distributed 
as much of the coarser goods to the fia^-officers, aa, by 
estimation, was' valued to be one thousand pounds to each 
officer, and took to the value of two thousand pounds 
for himsel£ This suddenly made such a noise and 
outcry, as if all the Indian and other merchant-ships 
had been plundered by the seamen : and nthey again 
cried out as much that no <&re was taken of them, but 
all given to the flag-officers, which the other captains 
thought to be an injury to them. 

“ The general (who had nothing like kindness for the 
earl of Sandwich, whose service he thought had been 
too much considered, and recompensed by the king at 
his arrival) had notice of it before it came to Oxford ; 
and according to his uniwersnl care (which was after- 
wards found to proceed from private animosity) sent 
orders to all the port-towns to seize upon goods which 
Yjere brought in shallops from the fleet ; and gave ad- 
vertisement to Oxford, of the extraordinary ill conse- 
quence of that action, and ‘ that it would spoil the sale 
of all that remained of those ships, since the Bast- India 
company, which probably would have been the best 
chapmen, would not now be forward to buy, since so 
much wae disposed of already to other hands sb would 
spoil their market/ And by this time the earl himself 
had given an account of all that had been done, and the 
motives, to the duke. The king was justly displeased 
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for die expedition he had used — * why had his appro* 
bation been desired, when he resolved to do the thing 
before he could receive an answer ? , ~yet # was # glad that 
be had done so, because he wcgild have been*raore ex* 
cuseable if he had received it, # • 

“ But %he duke, who had been constantly kind to the 
earl, was offended in tl# highest degree, and thought 
himself injured and affronted beyond any precedent 
This most unjustifiable action could proceed only from 
two fountains : the one of extreme vanity and ambition 
to make himself popular amongst the officers of the fleet, 
who ought not to have been gratified* by him at the 
king’s charge. When any surii bounty should be sea- 
sonable, it was .Jhe duke’s province to have been the 
author, and the conduit to have coifveyed jt : he had 
himself been an eye-witness of their behaviour in the 
greatest action ; and for the earl to assume the reward, 
ing them by his own authority, was to defraud and rob 
him of his proper right and jurisdiction. And he looked 
upcti his having desfred the Sing’s allowance by the vice- 
chamberlain, as a trick and an aggravation ; for he ought 
to have asked his advice as his superior officer : and the 
poor vice-chamberlain underwent his share in the re- 
proach, in having presumed to movg file kitjg in a par- 
ticular that, if it was to be moved at all, had been to 
be moved by the duke. The other fountain which 
might produce this prestftnpfton, might be» a^rice, 
which was the sole blemish (though it never appeared 
in any gross instance) that seemed to cloud nptny noble 
virtues in that earl, who now became a very pregnant 
evidence of the irresistible strength and power of #nvy ; 
which, though it feeds upon its own •poison, and is na- 
turally more grievous to the person who harbours it, 
than to him that is maligned, yet when it finds a sub* 
jectit can effectually ^work upon, it is mofe insatiable in 
revenge than any passion the soul is liable pntoL 

“ He was a gentleman of so excellent a temper and 
behaviour, that he could make himself no enemies ; of 
sn many good qualities, and so easy to live with, that he 
u 4 
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marvellously reconciled the minds of all men to him 
who had not intimacy enough with him to admire his 
other pav^ ; f yet was in the general inclination of men 
upon some disadvantage^ They who had constantly fal- 
lowed thelfling whilst he as constantly adhered to Cromwefi, 
and knew* not how early he had entertained repentance, 
and with wlfat hazard and dangers he had manifested it, 
did believe the king «■ had been too prodigal in heap- 
ing so many favqrs upon Ipm. And they who had been 
familiar*with him and df the same party, and thought 
they had been as active r.s he in contributing to the 
revolution, coneidered him with some anger, as one who 
had better luck thap thdjf without more merit, and who 
had made early conditions : when, in jruth, no man in 
the kingdom Had 1)060 less guilty of that address ; nor 
did he ever contribute to any advancement to which he 
arrived, by the least intimation or insinuation that he 
wished it, or that it would be acceptable to him* Yet 
upon this blast the winds rose from all garters, re- 
proaches of all sorts were cak upon fiim, and all affiants 
contrived for him. 

if The earl had conveyed that part oi' the goods which 
he had assigned to himself in a shallop to Lynn, from 
whence it rould pqss by water to his own house. An 
officer in that port seized upon it by virtue of the ge- 
nerals warrant, and would cause it presently to be un- 
laden^ which he began to*do. * But the servants of the earl 
appealed to the other officers in equal authority, to whom 
they brought a letter with them from the earl of Sand- 
rwich, in which he owned all the goods to be his (amongst 
which were h»s bedding and furniturdfor his cabin, and 
all his plate and bther things suitable), and likewise a 
note of all the other goods which might be liable to pay 
custom, and desired them * to send one of their searchers 
with the boat*to his house, where he should receive all 
their dues, without being unladen in the port,* which, 
beside the delay, would he liable to many inconveni- 
ences. The officer who at first arrested it, and who 
had dependence upon a great man of the eountry, who 
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was not unwilling that any affront should be put upon 
the 4arl; toughly refused 1 to suffer it to pass without 
being first ilnladen ; but being over-ruled b&the* other 
officers, vented his anger in v^ry unmannerly language 
against the earl : of all which he being advertised by 
his servants, sent a complaint to the lords o£ the coun- 
cil, and desired ‘ the Allow might be sent for and pu- 
nished / which could not be reused, though it proved 
troublesome in the inquiry. For the officer, who was a 
gentleman of a fair behavior* and good repute, denied 
all those words which carried* in them the worst inter- 
pretation ; but justified the actioft, ayd produced the 
general's warrant, which- 
apparent enough to have 
intention. 

“ The general.had quick advertisement of it, and 
writ very passionately from London ‘ that an officer 
should be sent for without having committed any other 
offence tlfan in obeying and executing a warrant of 
hfc/ And the ofher greA man, who was of great im- 
portance to the king’s service, and in the highest trust 
in that country, writ several letters c how impossible 
it would be to carry on the king’s service in that coun- 
try, if that officer should be punished foj doing that, 
when he ought to be punished if he had not done it ; ' 
and therefore desired, ‘ that he might be repaired by 
them who had caused hifh t<Abe sent for/ • * 

. u Sir William Coventry had now full sea-room to 
give vent to all his passions, and to incense the duke, 
who was enough offended without such contribution : 

* if this proceeded from covetousness, it was ROt pro- 
bable that it would be satisfied • with so little; and* 
therefore it was probable, that, though the officers 
might not have received above the value of one thousand 
pounds, which was assigned to each, yet himself 
would not be contented with so little a^two thousand, 
and they might therefore well conceive that he had 
taken much more, which ought to be examined with 
* the greatest strictness/ There had been nothing said 


h ad Vm usual expressions, and 
a j#rticular and not a general 
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c * 

before Of not taking advantage enough upon the enemy 
in all occasions which had been offered, and of not pur- 
suing « thep far enough, which was not now renewed, 
with advi<Se T /that he flight be presently sent for/ 
though it wu known that, as soon as he could put 
the ships ip to the ports to which they were designed, 
he would come to Oxford. AM} there were great un- 
derhand endeavours, thgt the House of Commons might 
he inflamed with this miscarriage and misdemeanor, and 
present it as a conr plaint t6 the House of Peers, as flt 
to be examined and brought to judgment before that 
tribunal. And they, • who with all the malice imaginable, 
did endeavour in vain to kindle this fire, persuaded the 
king and the duke, * that^by their sole ^ctivity and in. 
terest it was prdvenu;d for that time, because the session 
was too short, and that all necessary pvidence could not 
be soon produced at Oxford ; but that, as soon as the 
plague should cease to such a degree in London that 
the parliament might assemble there, it wou&d be im- 
possible to restrain the Hou&i of Cdmmons from pur- 
suing that complaint,’ of which nobody thought but 
themselves, and they who were provoked by them* 

“ The earl of Sandwich had so good intelligence from 
Oxford, that he ktiew all that was said, and began to 
believe that fie had clone unadvisedly in administering 
occasion of speaking ill to those who greedily sought 
for it, Lid as soon as his absence from the fleet could be 
dispensed with, he made haste to Oxford, and gave so 
full an account of every day’s action, from the time 
ttyt he went to sea to the day of his return, and of his 
never having done any thing of importance nor having 
tteft any thing undone, but with and by the advice of 
the council of war, upon the orders he had received, that 
both the king and the duke could not but absolve him 
from all the imputations of negligence or inadver- 
tency. *, 

“ But for the breaking bulk and all the circumstances 
that attended it, they declared they were unsatisfied. 
And he confessed, ‘ that he had been much to blame/ * 
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and asked pardon, and wall such excuses as he thought 
might in some degree plead for him. He protested 
‘ it seemed to him to have had some necessity; that the 
Whole fleet was in # a general, indisped&^’and com* 
plained that for all that long 'summer action 1 (which 
indeed had been foil of merit) ‘ they had nothing given 
to them, nor without ^me muttering that they would 
have somewhat out of those India ^hips before they 
would part with them ; insomuch as he had a real ap- 
prehension that they had a*f>urpose # to plunder them. 
And he should have feared more, if he had not com- 
plied with the flag-officer’s importunity; and thereupon 
he consented that they should have each of them the 
value of one thousand pouncjf , an<? Which he was most 
confident the goods which had beer* deft vered to them 
did not exceed/ ^He confessed * he had *not enough 
considered the consequence, and that they who had not 
received any donative would he more displeased, than 
they who had it were satisfied with it ; which he ac- 
knowledged was the case ; that he was heartily sorry for 
permitting any such thing to be done, and more for 
having taken aity himself, and humbly asked pardon for 
both ; and desired that his own part, which remained 
entire, might be restored to the shtp from whence it 
had been taken, which he would dftise to be done/ 
u A more ingenious acknowledgement could not be 
made : and they who could n«t but observe ynin^ per- 
sons every day excused for more enormous transgressions, 
did hope that he, who had so few faults to answer for, 
would have been absolved for that trespass/ And 
king himself used him very graciously, and so the 
duke ; and he was sent back to tha fleet, to give order^ 
for the sending out a winter-guard, and ordering all 
other maritime affairs, and for the sending up the Indian 
ships into the river, with great care that none of the 
seamen should go on shore, when the plague etill raged 
little, if at all, less than it had done in the summer : 
and so he himself and roost other men believed, and 
svere glad, that an ill business was so well composed. 
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But sir William did not intend that it should end 
there/’* * 

The further malice meditated by Coventry was to get 
the earl of Sandwich dismissed tlje service. The sole 
control of an* ri time affairs being in the bands of the 
duke of Yprk, Coventry possessed almost absolute power 
in such masters, from the situation he held. He en- 
deavoured to persuade the duke that the House of 
Commons would be so incensed with the earl at their 
next meeting, thtt nothing would hinder them from 
falling severely upon hiift, f which would be a great dis- 
honour to the kjng,«if he were at that time in command 
of the fleet ; the only escape, therefore, was, to dismiss 
him from the charge, which might preserve him from 
being further questioned, since it would no doubt be 
interpreted as a punishment, inflicted upon him for his 
crime. This counsel was mixed up with such profes- 
sions of personal kindness towards his lordship, that it 
prevailed with his majesty and the duke, sc far as to 
induce them to confer with She chancellor on the sub- 
ject. Clarendon said that he would not undertake ^to 
excuse any fault the earl had committed ; and if it were 
of magnitude enough for his majesty to remove him 
from his commahd, nobody could censure it : but the 
apprehension that the parliament would take any more 
notice of what the earl had done than they would of 
any o\her«breach of ordet> was without any just reason. 
This opinion was over-ruled ; but Clarendon persevered, 
notwithstanding, in favour of his friend, and at length 
found a favourable opportunity to procure him an 
honorable employment, preliminary to his removal 
| from the fleet; so that the meditated disgrace was averted, 
and the earl of Sandwich was still retained in the favour 
166 C. his majesty and the duke. The appointment was 
one of great trust and dignity, being that of ambassador 
extraordinary, armed with full powers to mediate a 
peace between Spain and Portugal, f 

* Clarendon, 301. 305 , 

t In an interview which took place between the chancellor and the ea to 
or Sandwich, while the negotiations concerning the apiKnntment to the 
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Rapin, who was evidently ignorant of these circum- 
stances, attributes the appointment to the king’s dis- 
satisfaction with the earl’s services in the fleets Another 
writer, who had not the samy excuse to* Emitting to 
notice so remarkable a passage in the life of the admiral, 
refers tlfe appointment to a cause still mpre remote 
from the truth. <f Qli hi? return^ he#informs us, 
u the earl was received by the king with distinguished 
marks of favour ; but his royal highness’s conduct in 
the great engagement on tlie 3d of •June being much 
censured, and the king dgrllring the duke of York 
should go no more to sea, as the e&l’s behaviour in the 
same action had been much Applauded, lest his conti- 
nuance in the $ole command of the fleet might be in- 
terpreted to the disadvantage of the *duj;e, and our 
affairs in Spain requiring an extraordinary embassy to 
be sent into that kingdom, his majesty despatched the 
earl of Sandwich to the court of Madrid to mediate a 
peace between the crowns of Spain and Portugal.”* 
Tflis is probably Tneant d® an apology for the earl of 
Sandwich; hut the truth is, that his lordship committed 
an indiscretion, “and that the appointment to the Spanish 
embassy, instead of being either a proof of his ma- 

* • 

embassy were pending, the latter confided to Clarendon some statements 
respecting the management of naval matters, which show how tiMCh cor- 
ruption had crept into the office oflftrd h^h admiral, aud whwh throw a fur- 
ther light upon the character of his grace’s venomous secretary. “ Hetold him 
then, * that he was. in one respect glad to be removed from his present com- 
mand, tor he was confident that he would see no more great matters done at 
sea, lor that the common men were weary of the war j and that sir William 
would never suffer any peace to be in the fleet, but had creatures readyAo 
do all ill-offices amongst them, whom he cherished and preferred betore the 
best officers, * and told linn many other things which fell out afterwards, 
and said, * sir William would make any man wlnashould succeed him wcaryVjl 
of his command, by sending such variety of orders lhat he would not know' 
what to do ’ Aud, shortly after, he gave him a perfect journal of his last 
exjKidition, in which there weie indeed many orders which must needs 
startle and perplex a commander-m-chicf ; it being his usual course to sig- 
nify the dukeV pleasure in matters of the greatest importance, without 
the duke’s hand; which yet they durst not disobey, nor produce in their 
own justification, being such as in truth were no such waft-ants as they 
ought to obey, and yet would reflect upon his royal highness; and toM 
him likewise of the ill inventions he hud ser on foot, by which prince 
Rupert was stopped trom being joined with him in the command of the 
Jast fleet ” p. 309. 

* • Campbell, ti. 291. 
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jesty'a dissatisfaction, on the Ane hand, or a vent for ite 
duke of York’s fragrant reputation, on the other, was 
devised as a convenient mode of rescuing a gallant man 
from the consequences qf an inconsiderate action. ’ 

The sudfcesa of the mission to Madrid, which was of 
such delicacy as to bring the former minister*^ to dis- 
grace, developed >he talents of bhe earl of Sandwich in 
a new capacity. *'He managed his business with such 
promptitude and address, that, in the course of a year, he 
brought «the complicated* negotiations to an amicable 
conclusion. He arrived ,*n Madrid on the 26th of 
May, 1666 , an<A a fteaty consisting of forty articles was 

1667. s *£ ne d on 13th pf Mfly, 1667- 

Having accomplished SV* successfully, this part of his 
undertaking, he applied himself with equal zeal to effect 
a treaty with Portugal; and, passing over to Lisbon, 
arranged the conditions in three weeks. This treaty 

1668, was signed on the 13th of February, l6‘()8. 

His lordship gained a high reputation by these affairs. 
His despatches are referred Vo as models of wisdom, in- 
tegrity, and public spirit, remarkable alike for clearness 
of expression and honesty of purpose ; a>Ul his majesty 
was so pleased with the result of his labours, that be 
complimented him upon his services in an autograph 
letter, which was followed by another in a similar strain 
from the duke of York. In Spain, lie acquired so much 
influence by his can dour, C chat* his opinions were received 
with implicit respect, and acted upon almost without 
question ; and the impression he left behind him in that 
country was eminently conducive to the cultivation of a 
good understanding with Great Britain, whom he had 
* taught the Spanish ^monarch to regard as his most va- 
luable ally. Upon his return to England, in September, 
he was received by the court with marked testimonies 
of approbation; 1 and admitted to greater confidence than 
he had eVter enjoyed before. 

About this time, the colonial possessions of England 
were assuming increased importance, and it was consi- 
dered necessary to establish a distinct branch of the go- 
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vernment to be directed iolely to the management of 
their affairs. A council Jw trade and plantations, as it 
was called, was accordingly appointed, and tjie earl of 
Sandwich was placed at its head as presicfept? 

He was sworn into this responsible ojico on the 3d 1670. 
of August, 1670, and had directly afterwards the honour 
of swearing in the d\j^e of York, mince, Rupert, the 
duke of Buckingham, and other gentjlmen of high qua- 
lity, as members of the hoard. The eminence on which 
he was now placed may be supposed if have abundantly 
satisfied his ambition. As vice-admiral, privy coun- 
cillor, and president of the council (jf trade, he pos- 
sessed various opportunities ofc rendering solid services 
to bis country, of which he a^ailecftimself in the most 
impartial spirit, %nd with indefatigable* zeal. He set 
himsc’f af once against factions of all complexions, and, 
consequently, made some bitter enemies. The Cabal la- 
boured hard to thwart and undermine him, but without 
success. Jie introduced a new system into the navy ; 
repudiated all claim* foi promotion that were not founded 
on meritorious services ; and rewarded the deserving 
wherever ami in whatever rank they might be found. 

He was idolised by the fleet ; but disappointed ex- 
pectants and dilletanti candidates, wlso had nothing to 
depend upon but their relationship ^0 persons of rank, 
regarded him with abhorrence, as an innovator upon the 
good old system of prefen^enuthrough private iiWerest. 

It is said, that the duke of York at last became jealous 
of his popularity ; and, like another royal person who 
could not hear the presence of a superior, conspired tg 
remove him,” llut the secret annals of courts |re so 
rarely trustworthy, that it is difficult to know what to 
believe, and what to reject.' 

The third and last Dutch war called his lordship 1072 . 
from the tranquillity of Whitehall once* more into the 
tumultuous scenes where he had already reaped some 
well-earned triumphs. The interval that had elapsed 
since the close of hostilities had not been passed idly by 
ihe States. They had rapidly refitted their navy, which. 
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although it had suffered severity in the destructive con- 
flicts with prince Rupert, was*, still in a flourishing con* 
ditioro Their ships were greatly improved in con* 
struction, Of ^considerable capacity, and well equipped ; 
their sailors, qow grown 4 accustomed to the hardships of 
battle, werp as brave as any race of men in Eui$pe ; and 
their arsenal^ we\g amply storec^with ammunition. , In 
addition, they possessed the advantages of being led into 
action by De Ruyter, a commander to whose genius they 
owed so/nany siigceBses, ,$nd, which was still more to 
the purpose, so many resources in times of danger and 
misfortune. f i 

The naval force of France having been appointed to 
act in conjunction f with ^ that of England, the count 
D’Estrees, the* French vice-admiral, Arrived in Ports- 
mouth on the 3d of May, with a squadron of ships. 
The English fleet joined soon after from the Downs, 
when they both put out to sea. The duke of York, 
resuming the station upon which he conferred so little 
credit on a former occasion, <£ook tho. command in chief, 
with the red squadron in the centre ; the right was 
commanded by the count D'Estrees, acting as admiral 
of the white ; and the earl of Sandwich commanded on 
the left, as admirtd of the blue. Accounts differ very 
much as to the actbal strength of this fleet, which is 
variously represented by different writers. Charnock 
says, Shat the British division consisted of sixty-five 
ships, then esteemed as fit to be stationed in the line, 
exclusive of frigates, and all other necessary attendant 
yessels ; and that the whole of the force, when united 
with ^ie division sent by Louis, amounted to upwards 
of a hundred sail** Lediard estimates the English 
fleet at above a hundred ships of all sorts, and the 
French at forty. t The Dutch writers differ still more 
amongst themrelves, some of them representing it as 
consisting of no less than one hundred and forty vessels 
on the English side, and forty-eight stout ships on the 


* Hist, of Marine Arch. ii. *11. 


f Lediard, ii. 507. 4 ’ 
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French. ChamocV s acco|nt i s, probably, nearest to the 

truth. I 

The Dutch fleet, according to the majority of their 
©Wn authors, consisted of seventy- five large* ships, and 
forty frigates and fire-ships*, commandeibf De Ruyter 
in chief, «by Banckert in the van, and An Ghent in the 
rear ; these three divi^ons answeriiy to ahose of the 
Combined fleets, and engaging vithA?ach other in the 
order in which they are severally stated. 

Shortly after leaving Portsmouth* the English and 
French fleets came to ancbqr fti South wold Bay, for the 
purpose of taking in water. On tlfe.ljjfch of May they 
discovered the Dutch fleet aflout eight leagues E.S.E. 
of the Gun-fleej, and the ipxt day they prepared to 
engage ; but a dense fog interposal, in # which they 
separated, and lost, sight of each other. The English 
still remained in the bay, waiting the return of clear 
weather. On the evening of the 27 th, being Whit- 
Monday, tfcere was great revelry on board the fleet, and 
mafiy officers wort* permitted to go on shore at South- 
wold, Dunwich, and Aldborough. A council of the flag 
officers was held* in the evening, and, the weather con- 
tinuing hazy and deceptive, the earl of Sandwich gave 
his opinion that, as the wind stood* the fleet rode In 
danger of being surprised by the Dutch, and he there- 
fore thought it advisable to weigh anchor, and put out 
to sea. The duke of York slighted the advi«?, imd re- 
torted upon the earl that he spoke out Of fear.| If 

• One wnter, the author of Von Tromp’« Life, and Basftage, allow th^ 
they hod 91 men-of-war. W fire-ships, and 23 yachts. w 

+ Bishop Burnet ninaes at once a false and a barbarous use of dhis inci- 
dent, which, if true, is discreditable only to the digkeof York. Dr. Campbell 
treats Burnet on tins point with ao much justice, that his observation on 
the point may be advantageously transcribed. “ Bishop Burnet says, ‘ I 
say nothing of the sea-tight in Solbay, in which De Ruyter had the glory 
of surprising the English fleet when they were thinking less of engaging 
the enemy than of an extravagant preparation for thg usual disorders of 
the 29th of May ; which he prevented, by engaging them on the 2$th.* It 
is an odd whim of this prelate, that, because people might be deposed to be 
diuuk on the £i)th, they should be out of their wits on tne 28th. Now the 
truth of the matter was this, that the feasting happened on the 27th, be- 
cause it was the Monday in VVhitauruweek ; but some people have a great 
mind to set a black uiatk upon the £9th of May, and on the character of 
general Monk, for the same reason. Yet let us once more hear his lord. 

VOL. V. X 
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the duke of York made use fit this expression, it only 
affords a fresh illustration of 'his character. But it is 
said that .the ( earl of Sandwich was so affected by it, 
that in the'evsuing engagement it tendered him reckless 
of life, and*ied to a fatal catastrophe. This is altogether 
incredible., Tlte earl must have known his grace 
better than bekfoolishly chain'd by any of his rude 
and coarse sarcastm* ; and he ought to have known him- 
self better than to suppose that anybody else could be 
moved by 'them. Besides, •‘the accusation of fear coming 
from the duke of York was ludicrous; and was doubly 
ridiculous addrersed* to such a man as the earl of Sand- 
wich. The impunity. htfwever, which is accorded to 
men of that class and stdfnp renders t^ie anecdote pro- 
bable enough up tb the duke’s taunt ; but the rest is 
utterly disentitled to belief. Perhaps the whole was an 
invention ; and some persons have even ventured to 
speculate that it was invented long after the transaction, 
iri order to heighten the circumstances that cftcur in the 
sequel. c ' * 

At break of day, on the morning of the 28 th of May, 
the Dutch fleet appeared in the offing, bearing up with 
such force and speed, that if great expedition had not 
been used op the paj*t of the allies, they ran a chance of 
being surprised.* Such was the haste in which the 
preparation for battle was made, that many ships were 
( # . 

ship . — * The admiral of the blue squadron wm* burnt by a fire-ship, after 
a long engagement with . Dutch whip, much inferior to him m strength. 
In it, tlie ear] of Sandwich perched, With u great many about him, who 
would not leave him, an he would not leaie his ship by a piece of obstinate 
rourage. to winch he W’tis provoked by ail innocent reflection the duke 
made on an adviia he had oMcrod, of drawing near the shore, ami avoiding 
an engagement, a* If m that he took more care of hunseif than of the 
king's liouour.' We have seen above, that the earl’s advice was, to put out 
to sea, that they might engage the sooner, and not l>o surprised The Dutch 
Gazette treated the earl’s memory better than this bishop; for in it we 
find ; * The earl of Sandwich engaged for several hours witn many of our 
men-of-war, disable seven of our ships, among which was lieutenant-ad. 
miral van Ghent’s, vice-admiral van Nossp’s, and captain Brakel’* ; and 
after putting off three tire-ships, was, at last, burnt by the fourth,’ ” p. 
m, H05. 

* Basnage, m the Annals of the United Provinces, asserts, that De Iluy- 
ter coukt jjiave surprised the English fleet and thrown them into the utmost 
disorder, had he not been tied down to the formality of calling a council, 
and tlieicby losing so much time that might have liecn better employed. • 
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obliged to cut their cables to enable them to get out and 
form into order. The blue squadron, commanded 
by the admiral whom the duke of Yojk has $ot the 
credit of having accused of # fear, was* out first, in 
good order, followed by the red, and nejft by the white, 
in its prffper station astern. The earl^of Sandwich, in 
his fine ship, the Roytf James, of me hundred guns, 
opened the engagement, falling fmriowsly on the squadron 
of van Ghent ; not to distinguish hiyiself by taking a 
prominent place in the fight, *but to give the fbst of the 
vessels time to form, in which he completely succeeded. 
Captain Brakel, in the Great Hollafid, » sixty-gun ship, 
attacked the Royal James, \>ut ^as soon disabled, as 
were several otjter men-of-^ar; and # tliree fire-ships 
were sunk. 9 • 

When the whit® squadron got out, the Dutch poured 
down in great force, and were received, at first, with 
steadiness and courage by the French ; but, in a short 
time, IV I&trees and his ships sheered off, and left the 
Erf^Iish to contest \he day%y themselves. 

In the mean time, the duke and De Ruyter were 
warmly engaged for several hours ; and his royal high- 
ness lvas obliged to leave his ship, the St. Michael, 
in consequence of her standard ago mainmast having 
been shot down, and to go on board the Loyal London. 
The perils of his situation increased momently, until 
succour was obtained by ofiier portions of the "flew being 
sufficiently released to come to his aid. The French 
squadron kept aloof during the engagement, Jeaving the 
English to encounter the whole force of the enemy 
during a fight wflich lasted, with incessant furjf, from 
between seven and eight o’clock in" the morning until 
nine at night. 

The most desperate part of the battle was that in 
which the earl of Sandwich was engaged? Soon after he 
was attacked by captain Brakel’s vessel, which liad grap- 
pled with him for an hour and a half, the whole of van 
Ghent’s squadron came down upon him. He was now 
fherally encompassed, on all sides, by men-of-war and 
x 2 
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fire-ships. Iti the midst of tpis violent storm of ai'tii* 
lery, van Ghent was taken off by a caHmoiv b&ll, Bra- 
kel’s fessal w§s reduced to a wreck, fyer commander 
^Wounded, nearly all his ^officers kidled, and above two 
thirds of lfcs\uien. In this contest, which had nbw 
raged for five hdrars, the earl had defended his%hip%ith 
urifcxam pled ‘ bravery ; and although he' had not re** 
ceivqjl from the r&t ofi the squadron the assistance he 
had#a right to calculate upon, he succeeded in repulsing 
the enemy sufficiently to eiYable him to make an honour- 
able retreat. But he could*, not be persuaded to desist, 
and continued, at f&rful odds, to struggle for victory. 
Of 1000 men who Jpid b£en on board, 6*00 were killed 
on the deck ; ajid now th£ destruction thickened faster 
and faster, yearly the men were killed, and the hull 
of the vessel was so pierced with slwt that it was im- 
possible to carry her off*. 

In this desperate exigency the vice-admiral might 
have relieved him ; but the duke required *his assist- 
ance, and he sailed past lieetficss of t'ne condition of Ihe 
wreck and its gallant commander. When the earl saw 
this, he said to those who were about hiih, “ There is 
nothing left for us now, but to defend the ship to the 
last man/ 1 t Immediately afterwards, a Hutch fire-ship, 
buried in the smoke of the enemy, grappled the Royal 
James, and she burst into a sheet of flame. All hope 
was now as an end. Thfr eafl requested of his -captain, 
sir Richard Haddock, and all his servants, to get into 
the boat, /rtid save themselves, which they did, and 
Haddock w?s afterwa*ds*aken out of the sea, alive, but 
severel 1 / wounded in the thigh. 1 

Before Haddock *took to the boat, according to one 
statement, he went down into the cabin, where he found 
the earl with a handkerchief over his eyes ; when;* he 
informed him oY his danger, the earl answered that f< he 
saw how things went (reflecting on what the duke had 
said the day before), and was, therefore, resolved to 
periish with his ship/' The credibility of this story 
d4 )en d s upon the truth of the previous one; but if 
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seems so improbable, uixler such circumstances, that 
there is no .difficulty in rejecting it altogether as a pure 
fabrication. # # • • 

, There are variou% accounts of the manjief in which 
th^ catastrophe actually happlned, all agr&ing in the* 
maift fade, but differing in the particulars. # According 
to one statement, sonij of the sailoiw woiild not leave 
the admiral, but stayed and endeavoured, at his com- 
mand, fcej put out the fire, which, in spite of all^^Jieir 
efforts/ grew worse and worse*; and they poished to- 
gether, the ship blowing ^p ‘about noon. Others say 
that the earl was left alone to entouitfer the fire and 
the enemy, which having defrie f<g some time in vain, 
he leaped through the flamey into the sea. Either one 
or two of his sons perished with liitn. # 

The result of this sanguinary engagement, in which 
Evertzen, the* admiral of Zealand, was slain, and De 
ltuyter was wounded, brought neither glory nor ad- 
vantage of any kind. Great losses were sustained by 
th* Dutch and the English, leaving them upon an 
equality in that respgct. The victory was claimed by 
both, ami gained by neither, and the only pretext for 
assigning it to the one side in preference to the other is, 
that the Dutch, being outside, first fut ouj to sea. St- 
the Dutch ask in reply, “Why diu you not pursue us * 
Nearly a fortnight after this melancholy event, ,the 
body of the earl of Sandwich*was found floatm^ On the 
sea, and was taken up and carried to Harwich, where 
it was embalmed by the governor, sir Charles Littleton. 
His death far outweighed all other losses, and coqjd 
not have been compensated for by the most brilliant 
triumphs. The following announcement, which imme- 
diately afterwards appeared in the Gazette, contains ail 
the remaining particulars of the funeral honours that 
were paid to the remains of this gallant commander, at 
the expiess desire of the king, ' , 1 

Harwich, June 1& 

“ This day the body of the right honourable Edward 
•earl of Sandwich, being, by the order upon his coat, 
x 3 
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discovered floating on the sea* by one of his majesty’s 
ketches, was taken up and brought into this port; wh^re 
sir Charles Littleton, the governor, receiving it, took 
immediate tare*' for its embalming gnd honourable dis- 
posing, till « his majesty pleasure should be known 
concerning jt ; bar the obtaining of which, hiae> majesty 
was attended* at Whitehall, the r^xt day, by the master 
of the said vessel, \ho, t by sir Charles Littleton’s order, 
was sent to present his majesty with the George found 
upon the pody of \{ie said J&arl, which remained at the 
time of its taking up, in (fvery part unblemished, saving 
by some impression made by the tire upon his face and 
breast ; upon which his majesty, out of his great regard 
to the deservings of ^he said earl, and his unexampled 
performances in^hi^last act of his life,W.h resolved to 
have his bo5y bi ought up to London ; there, at his 
charge, to rective the rites of funeral due to his great 
quality and merits. 

“ The earl of Sandwich’s body being taksn out of 
one of his majesty's yachts it Deptfbnl, on the 3d<of 
July, and laid, in the most solemn manner, in 

a sumptuous barge, proceeded by water to •Westminster 
bridge, attended by the king’s barges, his royal high- 
nHs the duke of* Yorks, as also with the several 
barges of the liobilfty, lord mayor, and the several 
companies of the city of London, adorned suitably to 
the mdanfholy occasion, with trumpets and other 
music, that sounded the deepest notes* On passing by 
the Tower, the great guns there were discharged, as 
w|jll as at r Whitc*hall ; and about five o’clock in the 
evening, the body being taken out *f the barge at 
Westminster bridge, there was a procession to the 
abbey church, with the highest magnificence. Eight 
earls were assistants to his son Edward, earl of Sand- 
wich, chief mourner, and most of the nobility and 
persons of* quality in town gave their assistance to his 
interment in the duke of Albemarle’s vault, in the . 
north side of king Henry the Seventh’s chapel, where 
his remains are deposited.” < 
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CHARACTER OP f SANDWICH* 

* • * 

Numerous testimonies, from a variety of quarters, 
including even the foes # of the country, to whom he 
proved so formidable an adversary, might readily be 
gathered to show ir^ what estimation tli£ earl of Sand- 
wich was held by his contemporaries, Wd by those 
who liv^i near enough to his times to/fe able to form a 
proper judgment of his merits. Rut such a man’s 
character is, perhapsf traced withymore advantage in 
his life than in the panegyrics of Ins commentators. 

Were it desirable to Cumulate such piemorials, 
there are many at hand ; btat two or three brief in- 
stances, from different sources, will sufficiently indicate 
the tone of the rest. Bishop Parker says of the earl of 
Sandwich, that “ he was a gpentleflhan adorned with all 
the virtues of Alcibiades, ahd untaiutAl by any of his 
vices ; of high birth, capable of any business, full of 
wisdom, a great commander at sea and land, and also 
learned and eloquent, affable, liberal, and magnificent.’ * 
Sir Edward Walker observes, that 4f he was a person of 
extraordinary parte, courage, fidelity, and affability, and 
justly merited all the honours that were conferred upon 
him.” The fluke of Buckingham declares that “ his 
merit as to sea affairs was most extraordinary in all 
kinds.” Gerard Brant — no very* willing w'itnes&jp— 
exclaims, “ such was the fate of •this noRle peer, who 
was vice-admiral of England ; a man equally brave, 
knowing, and of a most imgqging behaviour ; $no who 
had rendered his sovereign the greatest services ; not 
only in the field, but in the cabinet, and as an ambas- 
sador in foreign courts ; *' and the Dutch ahthor of the 
life of De Ruv^er declares that he was “ valiant, wfle, 
circumspect, courteous, and candid, as well in words as 
deeds/ 
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giving a brie! account of his un- Chaucer, ii. 18 m, 

happy voyage, 281. His death, Chereusc, the sieur, iii nil 

282. ( Iiehtel*, Dominick, m 113. 
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Cecil, sir Robert, ui. 287. Appointed Chinese exile, story of a, in. 1C7. 

sole secretary of state, iv 78. Ac- Chinese boat#, v. 193. 

cusation against him bv Essex, Chute, sir Vtolter, iv. 86. 

J°4 is reconciled to Essex, 200. Cinco Chagas, fate the, iii. 29. 

In debate with Raleigh, 341. Clarendon’s, l«rd, apology for the 

Celestme, pope, i. 173. duke of York, v. 270. His nar- 

Cerimhra, attack of a carrack under rattve of lord .Sandwich’s prize 

tiic walls ot, v 90 money affair, 293. His defence 

• Chabol, at Inn ml, n 218 of the earl, 300 

Chalones, sir Thomas, ii, 284. Clarke, admiral sir John, i. 33$. 
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Claudius, i. 8. 

Clement V L, pone, i. 287. 

Clement, a clerk, tried and exe- 
cuted fpr attempting to murder 
Henry III., *195.* 

Cleopatra, her gallics, v. 192. 

Here, admiral sir Thotnaa, li. 227, 

Clifford, George, Third earl of Cum- 
berland, born at Brougham, 8th of 
August, I558f id. 1. His mar- 
riage with lady ^targaret Russell, 

2. Goes out on hit, first expedu 
tion, 5. Command# an, expedi- 
tion against the -Spaniards, and 
sails tor the Azores, 4„ Returns 
to Fayal, lands, and takes poa. t 
session ot the town, (j. V» otindedr 
in an attack upon some Brazilian 
ships at St Mary’s ; captures a 
rich prize trorii St JuRn tie Villon, 

7 His sufferings on bis voyage 41 
home, 8. Puts into Venttf* Ha- 
ven on the west coast of Ireland, 

9. Arrives in England, V* Sei« 1 
out on hie third voyage at his ow n 
charge, 9. His letter to archduke 
Albert, governor of Portugal, 11 
Returns with his expedition to 
England, 12. Sets out on his 
fourth voyage , transfers the 
command to captain Norton, and 
returns to England, 17. Sails on 
his fifth voyage tor the coast of 
Spam, 24 Hio expedition to the 
West Indies, 25. Returns to 
England, 2d. Sets out on his 
eighth voy r agefrom Plymouth, 27. 
His successful action with the 
Cinco Chagas, 32. Builds a ship 
at hn» own ex feme, whiqh the 
queen, at her launching, rails the 
Scourge of Malice, 33. Sets out 
on l).» ninth voyage,.)!. Obtains 
letteis patent authorising him tq, 
levy *ea and (and forces, and pri:- 
jKires tor his last and great expe- 
dition, £>5. Takes the command 
in person, 35 Repairs his masts 
at the Bcrlnfgs, 36. Waits for 
l4*e outward bound Induunen, .'17. 
Sads foif'.he Car. .vies, 39. Lands 
at Lancerota, 41. Description of 
the town, *>2 His views in this 
voyage, 4 He sails for the West 
Indie**, 41. Refreshes his ship at 
St Dominica, 45. Sails for the 
Virgin Islands ; his speech to his 
men, 47. Lands wi?h his men at 
Puerto Ricnfl* 49 They inarch 
along the coast, 45i. They are 
repulsed at the causeway, 53. 
They land on a smaller island, 55. 
Th«y take possession of I be town 
of Puerto Uico, 5b. The fort ca- 
pitulates, 57. Articles of the ca. 


pit ulation. 58. His intention of 
retaining his conquest. 69. Mor- 
tality amongst the English, 62, 
They abandon their conquest, 63. 
His directions to his ships, 64. 
H is civ* r acter, 65. His death, 6& 
Clifford, Robert, 1 202. 

Clifford, sir Conyers, iv. 40. 

Clifford, sir Nicholas, ip. 226. His 
death 229. 

Clifford’ Mr., his difficult mission 
in tierghen, v. 280. His meeting 
with the viceroy of Norway, 284. 
Defence of the conduct of the 
English fleet, 284. 

Clinton, admiral William, carl of 
Huntingdon, i. 240 
^Cliwin, sir Aymery.i 276 
Clisson, Olivier de", a Breton lord, 
put to death by the French king, 
i 283. 

Clisson, Olivier do, a bu'cher, in 
command of a number of French 
and SpaimHrshlps and galleys, in. 
varies the western and southern 
coasts of England, i. 3R). 

Chsson, (Itivier de. constable of 
Fiance, i. 390 Treacherously 
seized and imprisoned liv the 
duke of Hrctague, 391, tie is 
threatened with dtfith, 391. Is 
released upon payment of a ran- 
* som and the surrender of cotialn 
places, 395. Complains ot the 
king, and resign*, his office, .>"6. 
Presses hip complaint before the 
dukes of Rer.y and Burgundy, 
307. 

Cobh am, lord Reginald, i. 2)1 
Cobham, lord, his trial arid con- 
demnation, iv 364 
Cock, captain, killed in an engage- 
ment with the Spanish Armada, 
J' 353 

(nimbi a, action off, v, 41. 

< oke, attorney-general, hie speech 
on the trial of Essex, i\ . 1,14. 
Another speech of his during the 
trial of Essex and Southampton, 
18S. His virulence and insolence 
on the triaM sir Walter Raleigh, 
3/2 His remarkable dialogue 
with him during his trial, 357. 
Colley, John, n. IH'3 
Columbus, Bartholomew, discovers 
America, ii 165 
Conde, the prince n£ ii. 286. 

Comers, recorder of York, »i. 126 
Conrad, von Zolner, the twentieth 
master of the Teutonic, grand 
master of the Teutonic order, i. 
413 

Conrad von Tun ingen, i. 421 
Constantine, king of the Scots i. , 
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50. Killed in tbc battle of Brun. 
naburgh.Sl. D. 

Coutinho, captain don Louis, his 
successful defence of his ship 
against the English, in. 33. 

Coo, Christopher, li. 190. m 
Cook, sir John, sen., sent out with a 
fleet to scour the coast of Nor. 
mainly and Picardy, i. 3oG. 

Cooke, W iffain, i». 183. # 

Coracles, description of, 1. 7. 

Cordes, the sieur de, ii. 1+8. # 

Cordoha, don Rodrigo do, ni. 30. 

Cormat, Mr., Sir W. Monson’s ad- 
venture with, v. 133 Punished for 
his connivance with the pirates, 7* mg it, 24. DefcateflTby Ethelwolf 
137. Is obliged by Momon to » afieraln obstinate battle, 26. Suffer 
art agumst his old friends, 138. another memorable defeat at 

Cornells Louke van Rosendael, ii. Wi^amburg m Devonshire, 27- 

337. Ravage tie western roust, 04 . 

Oornish, Hugh, iii. 315. • 'i'hey defeat the men'of Kent, and 

Corse, Philip, n, 2o 5. ovdtf-run the country, l>5. 

Coney, admiral de, i. 400. * Dangle, bir CxuiRCliRrd, i. 318. Made 

Courteney, sir Hugl^ earl of De- * prisoner by the Spaniards at Ro- 
vmislnre, i. 237. clielle, 321 « 

Courtenay, sir Peter, taken pri- Darc\, lord, sent with a squadron 

sopor by a Spanish fleA, i 334. to assist Ferdinand in bis war wdh 

Courtenay, sir William, iv. 231. the Moors of Granada, n. 168. 

Coventry, sir William, lus ill feel- Darrel, captain, iv. 50. 

mg towards the earl of Sandwich, j >aabeney, lord, ii. 149. 

v. 292. Frf>h intrigues against j ) a * ,d liVucc, king of Scotland, i. 
ttie earl, 300. 2,30 

Cowe, captain Whlliam, Mi. 113. ® Davies, captain, iii. 4. 

Crosoy, the battle of, i, 294. Davis, captain John, iv. 233. Un- 

Cromwell, ins anxiety to gain over dortakes a voyage (or the dis- 

the autocracy hts party, v coveryof the north- wn*t passage; 

226. Favour shown by lain to his report of hw three voyages, v. 

Montague; his second inaugur- 1 “ 

Rtmn, 233. His death, 2.1b. Debenhasn, sir (Gilbert, ii 123. 

Cross, mptum, ii 3ol l)enlq§, lord, n, dh. 

Cross, sir Robert, in 19. Denmark, king of, duplicity of, v. 

Crotoy, the siege ol, n. 63. 27 m 

Croy , Jean de, bailey of Hainhault, Descharge, u 166 
n f>4. Appointed to command Jtevonshire, the eaJ oui 'w. 
the siege ol ( i otoy, S4 # 1 begu, I- lores de \ aide* n. .349, 

Cuff; Henry, secretary to lord Es. Him*, king of Portugal, i. 21(5. 

sex, «v. lo7 . Dismissed from the Diocletian, the emperor, ». 11. 

e.irl’s wmvicp, lt>8. Is reinstated Dive, Lewis, ii ‘2fli 

at the desire of Southampton, Dorn ties, prince de, iv 14 

169. Doria, admnai Ouoard, i, 279 • 

Cumberland, earl of, fcib expedition Dorset, the earl of, ii. 48# 
to the Azores, v 71. Command'* Doughbe, captain Thomas, accused 
an expedition to Spam, 74 llis of peculation, ni. 123. Proceed- 

insincerity towards sir William mgs against him, 124. His exe- 

Moiibon, 8U. Gibson’s opinion ot, eution, 130 Remarks on this 

2W. transaction, 131. Falsehoods con- 

Curzon, sir John, i, 318. Made corning it, 132. 
prisoner by the Spaniards at Ro- Dove, Dr., tlcan of Norwich, iv. 
chellc, 321. 200. • 

Cyprus conquered by Itichard Dover sacked the French, i. 205. 

Occur de Lion, u. 157. Down! .in, rear-admiral Nicholas, 

m.sJ7. 

Drake, Sir Francis, his birth and 
parentage, iii. 99. His early life, 
10U. llis first voyage untortu- 


Dagworth, sir Thomas, »#386. 

Dale, sir Thomas, ftupwrocked on 
the coast of Ireland, i. 338. 

-Dale, l)r. Valentige, ii, 326. 

Tlamrue, the history of that port, i. 
185 The battle of, the first great 
naval action betifeen the English 
and French, 1*7. The siege of, 
349. 

Dikies, Ihe, invade England, i. 16. 
Repent their expedition with the 
intention of winning and Dasness- 
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rmte. lOl . Sail* on his first hos- Lands at Guatutco,15$, pisniiagei 
tile expedition against the Spanish the Portuguese pilot f advancesto 
Indies, 101. Directs his course datiluile 48° N., 154. Puts back, 
to Port- Pleasant, 102. Enters and enters Port San Francisco ; 
Nombre de D4oa, 103. Is wounded, his transactions with the natives, 

and obttged* to retreat, (04. 155. Jn the name and to the use 

Make* towardsX'arthagena ; opcii^ of her majesty, he takes the 

a communication with the Ma- aceptro^ronu. and dignity of the 

roons, 105. Obtains his first sight country ofibred to him by the na-. 

of the South ikas, 1U5. He inter- tivcif, 159. He nameli the country 

cepts some treasures, 106 Effects Ne\ Albion, 101. He sails for 

his retreat from the isthmus, and thecMoluccas, 102. His tnuisac- 

arrives at Plymouth, 107. Sets tions with the Ternqtians, Id;;, 

out on his expedition to wie South Anchors at an uninhabited island 

Seas, 119. Smallness uf his force, | near the eastern part of Ce- 
120. Advcntvre at Mogadore^lSl . r lelies, where he repairs his ship, 

Lands on the isle of M&ya, 122* 108 Narrowly saved from ship- 

Takes a Portuguese vessel; lets f wreck, 109. Reaches Java, 170. 
all the crew go, except tha pilot, Returns to England, 171. i3 uppn 

No no de Sylva, wfrmi lie de- Elizabeth visit* his ship, and con- 
tain#, 123. Bleeds In? men when '* fer* on him the honour ofkmght- 

they a]>proach the equate* 123. hood, 172. His quarrel with 

They lay in seals at the Plata, r | Bernard Drake, of Ash, 173. Sets 
124. Hi's intercourse w;th the ' out on hts^econd expedition in 

natives ; their mode ot decoying 1585, 17 1. The squadron oiivcu 

the American ostrich, 125 Breaks by storm*, from Bayoim, 175. He 

up one of his ships, 126. lJe- tieat* iftfh the governor of Ga- 

scription of the natives, 120. hna at Vigo, 175. Speculation* 

Lands at Port Julian, 127- Two of the Spaniards concerning his 

ol‘ his people killed by the natives design*, 170. He touches at the 

128 Inquiries into the actions Canaries, and lands at Cape de 

of Dougbtic, master ot one ot hi* Verds, 177 'lakes possession of 

ship*, 129. Hi* address to his * StntiagiV, 178. Burns the ttHrn, 
people after tin' execution of 179. Proceeds to the West Jn- 

Doughue, lib. Accused of in- dies. JhO Eubus the citv of 

justice, 132 Justified bv the St. Domingo, fh.;. He negotiate* 

Spanish umi the Portuguese pi- with the Spaniards, 1 S5. The 

lot, 1.J5. Enter* the .straits of ransom fr>v the city, 1SR He 

Magellan, 130. Clears tlu* Straits, proceeds to Carthagona, 18" He 

and enter* thi*' South Si^. 1J9- takes the town, 188 Mortality 

One of hia consorts lost, and the there, 189. Abandons the idea of 

other desert# hun, I4<J. Fate of any farther proceeding# against 

the boat*# irew which he lose* on it, 191. t arthagena ransomed by 

the coast ot Tierra del Fuego, ( the Spaniards 192 Arrives at 

141 Is Mrivftt to Cape Horn; ' Cape St. Antonio ; the fleet water 

gives all the islands whuh lay at Cuba, 193 Arrive* at the 

without and to the south the river St Augustine, 191 Enters 

name of the Elizabethide*, 142. the fort of Sr Juan de Polios, 195. 

He is woundhd at die island of Burns the city of St. Augustine, 

?*ur ha, 142. Enters the port of Bring- away Raleigh's co* 

Valparaiso, 143. Takes a Spanish b.* 'nj from Virginia, 197 Returns 

ship there, aud plunders the t y'l'.nglaini, 19S Appointed to 

port, ID- I awes a marl* in the ih. ( (oinmand of an expedition 

Oonqimnbo, 144. Takes two against Spain, 199. He enters 

ships at Anca, 145. Proceeds to the roud at Cadiz, anil fakes or 

Callao, the port of Lima, 146. destroy* about thirty vessels, 200. 

Rifles the ships in that port, and Sweep* the coast to Cape fit. Vin- 

sails in quest of the Pressure ship, cent. 201. Enters the Tagus, and 

147. Captures it, and gives the sends a challenge to the marqiikF 
captain a receipt ’in full for the of Santa Cruz, 202. Sails for the 

cargo, 150. He dismisses the Por- Azores, and raptures the San 

tuguese pilot, 151 . He determines Philippe, 202. Returns to England, 

to seek for a north-west passage, and spends part of the nrh<*% he 

152. Repair* his ships at an island had won in supply ing Plymouth^ 

uif the coast of Micaranga, 152. wuth fresh water, 203. Appointed 



— OE 


l 


821 


* • 

vice-admiral in the fleet fitted 
<Hit against 1 the armada, 204. Ap- 
jpointed admiral in an expedition 
sent out to Portugal, 205, Makes 
an attack upon Corufia, 206. Re- 
treats from Corufia, 215. Sails 
for Cascaes, 2 lfi FailuA of the 
expedition, 217. Returns to 
England, 2X9. Appointed to 
comrnancNKm expedition to the 
We** Indies, 224 The Apedi- 
tion delayed in cnnsequeitfe of 
the threatened invasion by the* 
Spaniards, 225 The expedition 
sails, 22i3. Anchors near Puerto 
Itico, 229. Attac ks the ships m 
the harbour, and is repulsed, 230. 
Ho lemes Puerto Rico, 231 lie 
burns Riode la Dacha and Santa • 
Martha, and enters the harbour 
of K ombre de Dios, 212. Sick- 
ness in the fleet, 234. His death, 
ft 35. His funeral, 2.35 Rejoicings 
of the Spamaidb at death, 238. 
Tradil.ons concerning him, 2 j 9. 
His family and chaiacter, 241. 

Ducket, Lionel, ni. i>7. • 

Dudda, i 2.5, 

Dudlev, sir Robert, jv,, 55 

Dudley, sir John, lord high ad- 
miral, n 205. Raffled in an in- 
tended attaefl upon the French ir. 
tl^g Seine, 215. Or derail to pur-^ 
sue the enemy, 22b Preparations 
lor the action, 227 Hi» letter to 
, ienr> VIII. the mst naval des- 
patch’ from a British admiral, 
229. Emounters the Trench fleet, 
SL1. Burns Tieporr, and the ,sl»i[»s> 
in the harbour, 232 Leasts 
Plymouth with mi William Mon- 
son, v K2 His armament in 1575, 
209. 

Dudley, lord Ambrose, story of, and 
M. d Espm.iv, li. £49 • 

Dunkirk taken by the French, n. 
272. Sale of, v. *243. 

Dunois, the bastard of Orleans, it. 
100 

Dutch fisheries, importance of, t 
128. 

Dynham, John, ii. 104* 


E. 


Eadburga, i 29. 

Ealcherc, i. 27. 

Ealstan, bishop of Shciborn, i 27. 
Ehnwulf, l. 27. 

Easterling pirates, u. 1(31. 

Edgar, i. 54 His nnvol force, 55 His 
character, 5C. Corrupt ion of En- 
glish manncisdunng hisreign,57. 
uCdgat Athuling, l. 12G. 


Edmund, king of East Aiiglia, i. 

32. ^ 

Edmund the Elder, accession of. i. 
53. 

Edmund Ironside, .his "marriage 
with the wmow if Sigforth, the 
Anglo- Danish chief, i . 87. Raises 
• an army to op{*sc Canute, 89. 
Succeeds h>s father Ethelred, 90. 
Compels Canute t# raise the siege 
ot London, 92. Defeated at 
Assandun by ^he treachery of 
Eiino Stcone, 93. Divides his 

* lniigd#n with Canute, 94. His 
[ death, 95, 

p Edmund dhd Godwin, the sons of 
! * Haroldl i. 127. 

{ Edred, review of Ins reign, i. 54. 

| Edric Steone, i (39. His political 
i intrifues^d crimes, 8G Treason 

. • of, 88. Put to death by Canute, 95. 

' Edwa^l, son of Alfred, i. 87. 

% Edward the Elder, his stiuggles 

• with ’he Dines, l. 48. Death of, 

50 • 

Edward the Confessor, accession of, 
i. 10U. Separation ot the king- 
doms of England and Denmark, 
101 His naval operations ; he 
, abolishes the danegell, 102. Makes 

terms with carl Godwin and his 
sons, 104 Designates William of 
Normandy as his successor, 107. 
Hh death, ]08 

Edward 11 1., accession of, i. '219. 
Adiances a title to the kingdom 
of France in light of his mother, 
920. Summoned by Philip of 
Valois to make his personal ap- 
pearanA* in Frsi^e to do homage 
tor flie dukcdoin"ot Aquitaine, 
and the earldom of Pothorn and 
Montn uil, 221. His M-net trou. 
i ble, 222 Ceremony ot the ho- 
I *muge, 2\!8 Dispute Respecting 

the liomage, £24 He returns to 
| England, 22.' > Gives orders for 

I equipping a fleet against the 

| Scotch, 228. Hiswiiiftt ruction to 

I the admirals, 228 The Cinqu|e 

, Ports and Yarmouth kminl To 

! keep the peace towards each 

l otber,«C29. Procuies -ships from 

1 Genoa, 229 Rendered too weak, 

by the defection of his allies, for 
attacking his enemies, 235. For- 
bids his purveyors to draw any 
provisions f«om the country with- 
in twelve leagues fif the coast, 
lest the military should be com- 
pelled to disband for WAiit of food, 
23 5. Gives orders for fortifying 
London with stone ramparts, 23(3. 
His resentment of the cruelties 
committed upon his subjects by 
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the French, 241 . Sail* from Ips- 
wich, 24}?. Discovers a French 
fleet in the Zuifo, 244. Hi* let- 
ter to t,he clergy announcing the 
naval victorywtf Slqy*, 250. Latuii 
in Flanders, Vand returns thanks 
publicly for the victory, 253. Is 
distressed forSnnney, 254. The 
pope's representation to him, 255. 
Complains grievously of the failure 
of his pecuniary. supplies, and im- 
putes the fou it chiefly to the 
archbishop of Canterbury, 257. 
Returns to England, 2S8. The 
bad weather on his voyage im- 
puted to French employed by/ 
Philip, 258. He makes-a league 
between his subjects of the Cinque 
Ports and Bayonne, as tfye first 
precautionary measure against 
the insults, outrages, and havoer 
committed upon the sea* coast, 

259. Convenes a naval assembly/ 
2511. His quarrel to with, (ienoa, 

260. Espouses the cause of John, 
earl of Montford, in the war con- 
cerning the succession in Bre- 
tagne, 261. Crosses the sea ami 
besieges Vannes, 281. Hts fleet 
attacked by Louis de In Cada, the ; 
Spanish admiral, 281 Embarks 
for England; his fleet dispersed 
by storm, and himself driven to w 
the coast of Franco, 282 Con- 
venes another council of naval 
parliament, 283. Enforces the i 
statutes against those who publish 
false news, 289. His letter to 
the Dominican friars in Eng- : 
land, 28*1. T«';rs precautions for i 
the defence of the coast, 290. j 
Hi* speech to the captain and I 
officers previous to his emhark- j 
ation for France, 291. Delivers 
his serfftd letters to the admiring J 
of his fleet, and embarks at South- I 
amp ton, 292 Landsin Vormandy, 

293 Raises the siege of Calais, f 
295. Kmbaftcs for England with 

d j thc queen n.«l the Black Prince, 

297- W’he pu^perity of the king- j 
dom ill founded, therefore un- , 
stable, 298. The ktngdOm visited ! 
by a great pestilence, 299 The | 
pope sends commissioners to treat 
with those of the French king, 

300 Prolong* the truce with 
king Jean, the tticsessor of Philip, 

301 Embarks with the Black 
Prince at Sandwich to fight the 
Spaniards, 303. Defeats the 
Spanish fleet eft* the coasts of Rye 
and Winehelsea, 304. Makes 
peace with the Spaniards t or 
twenty years, 305. Refuses the 


demand of the pope to pay Mm 
the arrears of the tribute which 
pklng John had promised, 907. 
Prepares once more for invading 
France, 808. Offrrs battle before 
Pans, 310. The French propose 
peace/8 11. Concludes a treaty 
of peace with the French, 312. 
Concludes a peace with the Fle- 
mish towns, S17- ni-s reverse of 
fortune, 318. Embarks with the 
BlflCk Prince and large fleet to 
the relief t»f Thouara, 324. His 
latter days, S26. Review of the 
maritime power of England, 828. 
During his reign, 928. Respect 
paid to hia memory by the French 
king, 330. 

Edward IV., accession of, ii. 107. 
HU quarrel with Warwick, 109. 
Sends over letters patent consti- 
tuting the sleur de VawMcr chief 
captain of Calais, and proclaim- 
ing Warwick a traitor, 110. De- 
snatches a squadron to join the 
Burgundian* against the earl of 
Warwitk, 114. Escapes by sea, 
and land* at Alkroacc. 117. As- 
sisted with ships arid money try 
the duke of Burgundy, 122. 
Lands at lLivens^urg, 123. HU 
dissimulation, 124. Is received 
at York, 127. He enter* London, 
128. Marche# with hi* army 
against the bastard Fateonbridge, 
135 Resrtuves , upon invading 
France; receives aid from the 
duke of Burgundy, 138. Con- 
clude* a treaty of peace with 
France, 139. The naval force ol 
England neglected during his 
reign, 243 

Fid ward the Black Prince, 307. 

Edward, prince of Wales, ii. 1.30. 

' Murder of, 131. 

Edward, prince of Wales, h. 112. 

Edward 1. compromises with the 
Cinque Ports, 1 . 197. Sails for the 
Holy Land, 199. His return hailed 
with every demonstration or loyal 
affection that the Londoners could 
devise, »*>. His Welsh wars, 
grants a new charter to the Cinque 
Ports, 200. Lays down a bridge 
of boats across the narrowest part 
of the Menat Straits, 201. Con- 
ceives the intention of construct- 
ing a stone bridge, 202. Causes 
three several fleets to be prepared, 
and appoint* three sundry admi- 
rals for the “better keeping of the 
seas against the French, M 204. 
Enters into an alliance with the 
earl of Flanders against France; 
embarks with an English for* 
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for that country* and land* near 
fcluys, 206. Return* to England, 
1207. Conclude* a treaty of peace 
with Frauoe, 207. Hi* intercourse 
with the court of Castile* 214 
Anecdote of* 21 5* Grand naval 
engagement in the time 9t\ v» 199. 
Edward IT., his marriage with 
Isabel of France* i. 212. His dis- 
astrous mrs in Scotland, 216. 
Orders the best ships to be taken 
out of his service, 217. Applies 
to Genoa for permission to pur- 
chase arras and man fire galleys 
there for the Scottish wars* 218. 
His war with France* 219. Naval ' 
victories of* \ .2(X). 

Edwin, earl of* 109. 

Egbert compels the Angles to sub- • 

- nut to his authority as Bretralda* 
».24. His death, 25. 

Eger ton, lord keeper, his advice to 
Essex on the occasion of his quar- 
rel with the queen, pv. 100. 

Egidio ttoronegra, the Genoese ad- 
miral, i. 246. 

Egmond defeats the French near 
Gravelmes, li. 271. 

Egyptian vessels first employed by* 
v. 1,90, 

Eleanor, queen of Edward 1 , coro- 
nation of, 1 .^ 200 . 

ElWg, Hugh, it. 166. • % 

Elisabeth, queen, accession of ; con- 
cludes a peace with France, ii. 
£75. Her first disagreement with 
Philip} of Spain, 283. Provides 
herself with an army; procures 
gunpowder to be first made in 
England, 284. Increases her 
navy, 285. Captures some Spanish 
ships driven into the English 
ports, ami detains the money as a 
loan, 287- The dispute with Alva 
adjusted, 292. Her upright po* 
licy with regard to the Low 
Countries, 293. Her dispute with 
the States, 294 Piracy checked, 
295. Enters into a league with 
the States, which she notifies to 
the king of Spain, 297. Main- 
tains the right of ht§ subjects to 
navigate the Indian seas, ,'102. 
Charges the Spanish government 
of having instigated rebellion in 
Ireland, 3U3. Calumnies against 
her, 805 Concludes a treaty with 
the States, 307. Her declaration 
of the causes which bad moved 


her to give aid to the defence of 
the Low Countries, 308. Signs 
the warrant for the execution 
of Mary queen of Scots, 317. 
Charged with injustice and cru- 
• city* ^319. Negotiates with the 


king of Spain at Ostend* 323. 
Makes preparations for meeting 
the Spanish armada* 334. Ap- 
points lord Howard to the com- 
mand of the whole beet sent 
against it* o40. •Orders public 
prayers to be used iwtco every 
week in all parAh churches* 343. 
Goes to the camp at Tilbury* 

364. Her speeds to the soldiers, 

365. Orders a solemn thanks, 
giving to be # celebrated at St. 
Paul’s for the defeat of the 
Sparnih armada, 368. Repairs 
in public to St Paul’s!, and exhorts 
the people to the^due perform- 
ances aof those religions services 
and thankfulness to God* 369. 
Causes of mutual exasperation 
betdfecn ghe English and Spa- 
niards during her reign, lii. 116. 
Viqtts Drake in his ship on hia 
return from his voyage to the 
South Seat and confers on him 
the Honour of knighthood* 172. 
Her answer tertbe complaints of 
the Hanse Towns, 221. Her 
partiality for Essex, iv. 9. Sends 
an auxiliary force to France, 12. 
Expostulates with Henry IV.* 
and warns him of the impending 
danger, and offers him succour 
both by sea and land, 16 Her 
letter to him on his changing his 
religion, 23. Prophecies against 
her circulated by the league, 24. 
Her indignation at the treatment 
given to the English in France, 
25. Her admonition to sir John 
Norn*,* 31. H#r answer to the 
Freifch ambassador; her letters 
to the king of France, 32 Plans 
an ex]>edition to Cadiz, 39. Her 
instructions to lords Howard and 
Essex, on their btmgfappomted 
to the command of the expedi- 
tion, 41 . Her prayer oivthe sot- 
ting forth of the armament, 44, 
Her letter to Jtesex, 45. Her 
letter of thanks to loads Howagfl 
and Essex, 73. Her Sections 
to the payment of the forces; 
her nfessage to the lord admiral 
on the subject, 75. Her councils 
continually occupied with the 
matters and miseries of Ireland* 

106. Displeased with lord ; 

her strange* conduct at a mask* 
164. Her conversation with lord 
Bacon, 169. Displeased with his 
intercession for Essex, 172. Her 
encouragement of Martin Fro. 
bisher, v. 2. Appoints him to 
the command of a fleet of fifteen 
ships for the discovery of the 
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north-west passage, and to take 
possession* of Friesland, 9. Her 
impatience in fitting out a fleet 
against Jthc Spanish, 88. Her 
answer to sir John Hawkins, 174. 
Her attention to the improve- 
ment of the navy, 208, 

FHa, i. 51. * • 

Ell i sip, queen, i. 111. 

Elmham, sir Wiliam, i. 337. 

Elphage, archbishop of Canter- 
bury, i. 74. Taken prisoner by 
the Danes, 75. Put to death, y. 
Miracles that ensued, 78. t 
Emma, queen, her marriage with 
Canute, i. 9&, • , 

England invaded by the Kanes, i. 

16 State of, from .the death of 
Alfred to the Norma n conquest, 
47. Overrun by thcfeDants,' 73. 
Growth of commerce in, I f 9. • 

Eric of Norway, t. 53. His pi^cies, 
invasion, and death, 5$. 

Eric of Sweden, i. 61. * 

Eric, carl of Nurthumberlano, i. 30. 
Erllude, earl of the Orkeney, i. 113. 
Eisola, Tomas de, lii. 269. 

Espinay, M. d’, story of, and lord 
Ambrose Dudley, it. 249. 
Esquimaux discovered by Frobisher, 
v. 3 Their terrors of the En- 
glish, 6. 

Essex, lady, iv. 141. Her letters to 
Cecil in behalf of her husband, 

908 . 

Essex, Henry Bourchier, earl of, 
Ins death, iv 1 

Essex, Robert Devereux, second 
carl of, born on the 10th of No- 
vember, 1567, cit‘ Net hwapd, in 
Herefordshire, iv. 2. Pladerl un- 
der the guardianship of Burleigh, 

3 Placed at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, 3 His progress at 
college ,4retifea to his house iff 
Wales, 4. His introduction at 
court i m favour there, 5. Ac- 
companies Leicester to Holland, 

6. Appointed general of horse at 
J^ilbury, 6. Joins the expedit.on 
to Poifeigal without the queen’s 
knowledge, 7. His humanity to 
the soldiers, 7. Sends x cfialienge 
to any one of his own quality 
amorigst;the enemy, 8. Returns to 
England ; his marriage with the 
widow of sir Philip Sidney, 8. 
His quarrel with# air Charles 
Blount, 9. * Growing popularity 
of, ]0. Appointed to command 
of an auxiliary force sent to the 
lelief of Henry IV. of France, 17. 
Arrive, at Dieppe; magnificence 
of his i efmue, 17. Confers knight- 
hood upon persons who had no just 


pretensions, 18. His only brother 
killed before Rouen; receives a 
rebuke from the queen, 19. Chal- 
lenges Vi liars, 20. Is recalled to 
England, 2). His desire to raise 
himself in the estimation of the 
queen, %3. Appointed to com- 
mand a force sent to the relief of 
Calais, 38. Appointed joint conn, 
mandei with lord Hward in the 
expedition to Cadiz, 40. Receives 
instructions from the queen, 41. 
Hisietter to lord Bacon, describ- 
ing the difficulties of his situa- 
tion, 43. The queen’s prayer on 
' the aettitig forth of the armament, 

44. Receives a letter from the 
queen, 45. The expedition sails, 

• 47 His conduct on the way, *18. 
Divisions of the fleet, 49. Propi- 
tious circumstances of the voy- 
age, 50. Present themselves be- 
fore Cadiz, 51. Attack of theships 
in the bay, <53. Thrusts himself 
amongst the foremost into the 
main battle, 54. 1-ands, and takes 
the tow ix 56. Proceedings of, ut 
Calms, 56. He endeavours to 
keep the town, 65. Is overruled 
by hiB colleagues, 66. Lands at 
Faro ; carries off’ Osorio’s li- 
brary, 68. Propose! to proceed 
0 against Lagos ; is overruledpby 
the lord admiral, 69 Proposes to 
make for the Azores, and there 
wait for an*. Indian fleer, 70. 
Return of the expedition, 71. 
'Thanksgiving prayer for its suc- 
cess, 72. Receives a letter of 
thanks from the queen. 73. He- 
summedby,74. Question concern- 
ing the booty and the payment of 
the forces, 76 False representa- 
tions m Holland, 77. Spanish ar- 
t mainent dispersed by storm, 78. 
Incurs the displeasure of the 
queen, 79. Is reconciled to Cecil 
by Raleigh, 79. Appointed to the 
chief and undivided command of 
the fleet prepared for the Island 
voyage ; driven hack l»y storm, 81 . 
Detained 6y contrary winds, 82 
Attempts on Ferrol given up; he 
makes tor the Azores, 83 His 
generosity, 84. He and Raleigh 
miss each other, 85. Arrives at 
Fay el, 88. He reprimands Ra- 
leigh, and puts some of his cap- 
tains under arrest, 89. Sails to 
Graciosa ; the inhabitants submit 
without resistance, 9(1 Fails in 
taking the ships at Terceira, 91. 
Falls In with threejjrizes, 92. Dis- 
appointed in the great object of 
the expedition, he resumes his in-* 
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tention of landing at fllchael's, 153. Accusations against him, 

»$. Sees the necessity of putting 354. His conduct during his 

to sea for safety, 94. Returns to trial ; his speech, 156. Censure 

England, 96. Demands an 5n- passed upon him, 1 59. Expect- 

quiry into his services against ations of his rqfum^to favour, 

the Spanish armada, 97. Cre- 160. Bacdli moves the king in 

ated earl marshal, 9htch ap- his behalf, 161. Raleigh urges 

pomtment had been vacant for i \ Cecil not to spare him, 162. In- 
aeven years, 97. He opposes the curs again the displeasure of the 

proposal to treat with Spain ; queen, 163. Is jet at liberty* 165. 

lord Bacon's advice to Turn,. 98. Bacon exculpates himself to him. 

He irritates the queen, and she 166. His letter to Bacon, 167. 

strikes him, 99. Lord Tceeper Dismisses Henry Cuffe from his 

Egerton’s advice to him on this ‘•service, 168. His letter to the 

occasion, 100. His reply, 101. queen on the anniversary of her 

Restored to favour, 103. Attempt* accession, 170. Dingerous pro- 
apamst his life, and [that of the * ceedjfigs at Es<#x House, 17.3. 
queen, 194. Opposes the appoint- Courts the king of the Spots, 174. 

ment of lord Mountioy ns lord Conspiracy of, 175. Summoned 

deputy of Ireland, 108. Bacon's begirt jjie council, 176. Con- 

advice to him on this subject, 108. , , saltation of the conspiracy. 177. 
Obtains the appointment for Knur ol the queen's council sent 

lumselt, 109. His characteristic % t<T Essex House, 179, He con- 
epistle to the qi$en before Ins # fines the«a there, and enters the 
departure. 111. Departs from city»to raise the people. 180. Pro- 

London with the happy acclaina- claimed; a trAitor, 181. Returns 

lions of the people* 112. His to Essex House, 182. Essex 

account ot the state of Ireland, House invested, 183. Surrenders 

113. He complains of loss ot with the rest of the conspirators, 

favour, 116. Is deceived by the 184 Removed to the Tower, 

rebels, lUi. Reprimanded foi 18; His trial, 1 87. His reply 

giving Southampton command of to Coke's accusation, 189. He 

jlhe horse, 118. His passionate again replies to Coke, 191. His 

letters to he queen’s council, dispute with, and accusation ot, 

119. His letters to the queen, Cecil, 194. Declared guilty with- 

121. Unsuccessful movements <if, out a dissentient voice, 198. Is 

122. His letters in vindication reconciled to Cecil ; makes a 

of his conduct, 123. The queen’s full confession of bis guilt, 200. 

reply, 124. Bacon’s upprehon- Story ot the ring discredited, 203. 

sions about him, 126. His dan- Execution rg“, 204. His do- 

gerous connections, 127. Sus- m&nour on the scaffbld, 205. 

picions entertained against him. His prayer, 206. Fate of the 

128. His secret communications other prisoners, 207. His expe- 

with Tyrone, 129. Kciurns to dition against Cadiz, v. 82. 
England without leave. 130. His » Estainpes,thecouatd'^.400 > ii.85. 
reception at court, 151. Placed Estampea, due d*, n. 2/4. 

under confinement, 132. Bacon’s Estrees, M. d\ u. 265. 

advice to him, 133. His conduct Ethelbald, i 25. 

duung his confinement, 134. Ethelbcrt succeeds to the whole of 

His illness and letters to the his father's dominions, 29. Death 

queen, 137. His truly pitiable of, 30. I * 

condition, 140. Receives a vi«it Ethel helm, i. 26. 

from his wife, 141. His recovery, ELhehuan, the ealdermnm, i. 82. 

142. His letter to Southampton, Ethel red, i. 30. His struggles with 

145. Proceedings against him the Danes, 31. His death in the 

stayed, 145. Hia letter to the sixth year of bis reign, 32. 

queen, 146. Offence given by his Ethelred the Unready purchases 
friends, 147. His Becond letter a truce £rom the Danes, i. 60. 

to the queen well received, 148. Purchases a gqgond truce, 63. 

His reply to a message of favour. Treachery qf his counsellors, 64. 

150. Bacon advises the queen Issues secret orders tor the raas- 

not to proceed against hun m the socre ot the Dunes in England, 

Star Chamber, 151. Bacon re- 67. Again purchases two years’ 

'quireri to appear against him, respite from the Danes, 70. Ship- 

452. Brought before tbe council, money first levied in this king’s 

Y 3 
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reign, 71. Abandons a)) thought Ferio, the condesa de, H. 283. 

of naval defence, 71. Issues orders Ferrand, Sanchez de Torsi, l. 330. 

for a public fast and humiliation, Ferrant de Pvon, the Spanish Ad- 

79. Withdraws from London, 82. miral, i. 321. 

Flies tofaora*Andy t 83. Returns Ferrers, lord, 11. 182. 
from the Continent; resolves upon Field, captain, lii. 73. 
attempting to retake London from Fitzallenr admiral Richard, earl of 
the Danes, 84. c Holds a council' Arundel, i. 240. 
of war, 85. Enters London, and Fi tz waiter, lord, i. 332.. 

is joyfully received by the Lon* Fitzwilliam, sir WilhaVn, ii. 183. 

doners, 85. His inhumanity to The ^English vice-admiral, 193. 
the Anglo- DanesSeft to his mercy Majjes an attempt against the 

by Canute, 86. Orders a general enemy’s force in Boulogne, 193. 

array, requiring every Sian to Determines upon a descent on 
take the field under pain of the Tressot, 195. 
highest penalry that theVaw could t 4 Fitzstephens, Thomas, i. 133. 
inflict, 89. His death. 91* Fleming, sir David, murder of, ii. 

Ethel ward, the king’s high gerefa, 17. 

i 60. ^Fleming, Thomas, ii. 349. 

Ethelwold, i. 47. His dfiath.S#. Flemish pirates, ii. 13 

Ethelwolf summoned from the con- h Fletcher, Mr. Andrew, his descrip- 
vent to the throne, i. 26 ^His tion of the Austral tribes of In- 

victory over the Danes, 26. De- ' dians, iii 127. 
feats the Danes a sedind time at i Floeques, Roltf<rt de, ii. 99. 

Acles with greater slaughter than Floris the Bastard, ii. 113. 

before, 27. Grants a charter of Forbislier, sir Martin, vice-admiral, 

ecclesiastical immunities sup- in. 174. •Mortally wounded m an 

posed to be the original grant of ergagement with the Spaniards 

tithes of all England, 28. His at Bretagne, iv. 52. 
marriage with Judith, daughter of Fortescue, air John, ii. 141. 

Charles the Bald, 28. His death, Francis I. of France, receives 
29. Tournay from the English for a 

Eugenius, the loyalet of Cumber- f sum of •money, ii. 186. Ilia 
land, i.50. meeting with Henry VIII. on 

Eustace the monk, 1 . 190. His death, the Field ofthe Cloth of Gold, 187. 

191, His second .Meeting with him to 

Evans, lieutenant, iv. 58. confirm the new 11‘aguc, 901. 

Eveter, the duke of, ii. 54. Ap- Makes unusual exertions for in- 

pointed high admiral, lofl. creasing his naval force, 215 In- 

Eynos, captain, iv«290. * tend reducing Boulogne by block- 

EysleWm Ons, a Norwegian ihief, ade, 216 Takes the field in per- 

i. 113. son ; his plan frustrated, 2 35. 

Refuses to listen to the negoti- 
ations for peace m.ule by Henry 
, * *V 1 11 , 238. Concludes a peace 

F. with England, 239. 

Francis 11. of France, ii. 282. 

Francisco de Mellor, captain of 
Fallesley, sir John, i 331. Cinco Chagas, ih. 88. 

Farnionuridge, lord, u. 85. French armada, the, L 356. Broken 

Felipe, th(%l ndian, ui. i44. hv the advice of the duke of Berry, 

Felipon, Don Miguel A.*gel, the 375. * 

Spanish admiral, ui. 515. * Frederico Ginmbelli, ii. 341. 

Fella, admiral sir John de, i. 219. Frey, Luiz de Granada, u.300. 

Fenner, admiral, ii. 361. Friar Bacon’s brazen head, fable 

Fenner, captain, iii. 207. of, i. 179. 

Fenton, admiral, u. 3ol. Frias Diego, iii. 111. 

Fenton, 1VL. Edward, *h is unsuc. Frobisher, sir Martin, his birth and 
cessful voyagA'to the East Indies, first voyage, v. 1. His arrival at 

in 284. « Greenland, £. His second voyage 

Fernando Meno, ii 28. in a queen’s ship, 4. Unsuccess - 

Fernando de Portugal, earl of ful attempt with the F- S 9 muumx> 

Flanders, i. 184. 6. Returns to England ladijii 

Fcrra 1 tio.s, king of Portugal, i. 344. with supposed golden sand, 8. m 
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Is ap})ointed commandbr of a Glendowen Owen. ii. 15. 

fleet, and takes possession of New Goda, the thane of Devonshire, i. 

England, 9. Ineffectual attempt 57. . 

to colonise — return, 11. l»is Godfrey, lord of Uarcourt, i, 291. 

kindness to his people j letter, Godwin, earl, i. 96. Makes a pre- 

27. Difficulties and danger he sent of a Hplendtf ship to Hardi- 

had to encounter, 2% Is ap- Canute, 100. Erflled with his two 

pointed vice-admiral in an expe- sons by Edward the Confessor, 

dition against the Spaniards, 32. • 102. They ra Age the coaat, 103. 

DistmguHhes himself with the They draw up their forces at 

Spanish armada ; is knighted, 3. London, 104. They make their 

Commands a squadron off the own terms with the king, 105. 

coast of Spain, 34. Supersedes Goldetfborough* sir John, i. 3( 5. 

sir Walter Raleigh, 35. Is sent <#ondomar, the Spanish ambas- 

with a fleet to Brest, 37. His sad<*, remonstrates against the 

death ; character, 38 . proposed expedition of Raleigh to 

Fulford, sir Baldwin, ii. 106. i Guiana, iv. 383.^ His appeal /or 

4 justice, 410. Sent to Spam with 
the articles for the proposed mar- 
r riage between prince Charles and 

w the infanta, 413. 

Gontson, surveyor of the English 
Galley* the use of, abandoned in n*vy, tl 194. 

England, v. 201. * Gonzaga, don, Vespasian, ii. 329. 

Garcia, Hurtado dd*Mcndoza, roar- • Goodwin, Hugh, iv. 289. 
quis de Canute, governor of Peru, Gorges, sir Arthur, iv. 84 
iii. 307. Gorges, sir Ferdinand, h*s interview 

Garde, baron de la, infiftnous in his- with Raleigh, ii. 17H. His evi- 

tory for the atrocities which he donee on the trial of Essex and 

had perjictrated against the Vau- Southampton, iv. 192. 

Uouj at Cabnbres and Merindol, ( Jorges, sir Tristram, ui. 280. 

ii. 219. * (.oring, captain, in. 178. 

Gardener, bishop, ii. 208. Gothc, captain Michael, i. 41 7 

Garret, captain, ui. 102. *% Grades, Feronimo de, iv. 392. 

Gaudyn, Jehan, ii 11. Grandison, lord, i. 818 

Gedding, sir Job Ik ii 69. Grandmont, sieui do, ii. 256. 

Gelfterlnnd, the duke of, sends a Grangammeo, iv 229. 

declaration of war to France, i. (iravehnes, the battle of, ii. 271. 

398. Gray, sir John, ii. 19. 

Genouillac, Gahot de, ii. 100. Gray, lord, ot Wilton, iv. 130. 

Gerard, sir Thomas, iv. 180. Great Britain, «arly inhabitants of, 

Ghent, Van, death of, v. 308. i. 3 

Ghistellis, the lord of, i. 373. Great, ilarry the, ii. 179. 

Gibson's, Mr., account of gentle- Greek fire, description and utility 

men captains, v. 205. oZ, in naval engagements, i. 172. 

Gifford, captain, iv. 289. * 9 Gregory 111 , pojje, if 2<*9 

Gilhert, earl of Kyrne, ii. 19, Grenville, sir RichariL bis birth 

Gilbert, Mr. Adrian, iii. 277. and family, iii. 328. Sails with 

Gilbert, sir Humphrey, the first Raleigh for Virginia, and anchors 

Englishman who proposed and at Mosquito Way, 32 9. Captures 

attempted to plant a colony in two Spanish frigates, 329 Sails 

America, iv. 211 « Engages with for Hispaniola, 330. #His fr/indly 

Raleigh in the first English intercourse with the Spaniards, 

scheme of colonisation, 212. Fail- 38<f His arrival at Virginia, 331. 

ure ot the first voyage, 213. His His vengeance for the theft of a 

second attempt to colonise, 217. silver cup by an Indian, 331. 

Preparations for the adventure. He returns to England, 331. He 

219. Takes possession of New- re-visits the new colony, 331. He 

foundland, 222. Loss of the ad- sails this the West Indies with 

miral's ship, 224. Consents to lord Thomas Howard, 332. Is 

make for England, 225, Is lost surprised 4>y u Spanish fleet at 

at sea, 227. Remarks on his cha- Flores, 333. Separates from the 

ractr r and the failure of his colo- squadron, 334. His desperate 

* nial projects, 228. valour, 334. His wounds, and the 

Y 4 
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does /omage to him as one who 
heartily embraced h» service. 

O'} A . 1 


328 

state of his ships, 335. ‘Commands 
the master gunner to blow up 
the ship,* 336. He is prevented 
by the master and captain, 33S. 
His rendition on board the Span- 
ish admiral, 367. Hi* death, 337- 
Wreck of tne Revenge, with 
seventy Spaniards on board, 338 
Ascribed in the Azores to Gren- 
ville’s ghost, 33!K 

Grey, lord of Wilton, ii. 211. Ap- 
pointed to succeed Poynmgs in 
the fortress of Boulogne, 233. He 
demolishes the bastion erectod*at 
the harbour of Boulogne by 
Coliguy, 212. His galiapt defence 
of the townc-f Guisnes, 260. < 

Grey, lord, his controversy with • 
Raleigh, jv. 217. His trial and 
condemnation, 365. Brought to 
the scaffold, 371. Receives a re- 
spite, 372 * 

Onego, derail, iii, 144. f 
Griffith, the Welsh king, i. 105. 
Slam by one of his wn people, 
and his head sent, as a trophy to 
Edward the Confessor, 106. 
Grmialdo, admiral Carlo, i 279. 
Orimbaldi, admiral Rcyner, i 212 
Grimstono, sir John, i 318. Made 
prisoner by the Spaniards at 
Rochelle, 321. 

Grotius employed by the Dutch to 
write his “ Marc Liberum,” v. 
183. 

Gruythuysen, lord linden yk van, 
stadthouder nt Holland, u. 118. 
Guilford, sir Henry, ii. 176 
Guillaxne, heir ot llamaiilt, i 949. 
Guise, the due de, ii. 254. ,Mis de- 
sign against Oalal*, 255. Tak^thc 
outworks and besieges the castle, 
256 Takes possession of the 
town m less th m eight days, 2.58 
Determines to attack Guisnes, J 
259. • * 1 

Guisnes, the siege of, ii. 259 I 

Gunhilda, sister to Swene, king of ; 
Denmark, put to death in the I 
great massacre *of the Danes, i. 
6 % 

Gutfcrre, Ulez dc Games, ii. 21. 
Gutynt, Bertram de, li. 11. * 

Guy do Lusignan, Uk dethroned 
king of Jerusalem, i. JG7. The 
kingdom of Cyprus bestowed tin 
him by Richard Cceurdc Lion, 169. 
Guy, earl of Flanders, his charac- 
ter, i. 209. His death *210. 

Guy, lord of Rirlmourg, the bastard 
of Flanders, i. 232.* Taken pn- 
Mirer by the English in the battle 
ef Cadsant, 233. Becomes leige- 
man t'> the king of England, and 


Gfeiy de TremoulUe, i. 346. 

Gwyne, David, ii. 347. 

C 

H 

% 

* 

Haco the Good, king of Norway, ii. 

347 f 

Hadrian, i. 8. 

Hairun, the sultan, iii, 166. 
Hannequin, Leenco, piracies of, ii. 
92. 

Hans Pietezoon, the Flemish ad- 
g rniral, i. 315. Sent prisoner to the 
Tower of London, 31t> 

Hans, Van Jumont, i. 347. 
Hcirdicnnute, accession of, i. 98* 
Discontent of the people, at the 
imposition of ship-money, 99. His 
death, 100. * 

Harfleur, the siege of, ii. 54. 

Ha raid Blaatand, l 52 
Harman, sir John, captain of the 
duke of York’s vessel, v. 272. Ar- 
rested by the speaker's warrant in 
the affair of Brouncker ami the 
duke of York, 274 * 

Harold Barefoot, i. 98. His short 
» reign, 99 * 

Harold Hardrader, king of Norway* 
1. 109. His ,qpvul and military 
preparations lor the invasion of 
England, 110 Advances with his 
fleet to the Humber, HI. His 
defeat and death. 1 17. 
llarold, the Anglo-Saxon king, ac- 
cession of, 1. )08. Assembles both 
his land and his sea foices on the 
southern coast, 111 Arrives at 
York, 1J3. His interview with 
Fostig, 115 Defeats the Nor- 
wegians, 117. His kingdom in- 
vaded by William of Normandy, 

3 18 Compelled to leave the coast 
unguarded on hearing ot Wil- 
liam’s landing; he repairs to 
London, atufe mans 700 ships to 
prevent his escape, 122 Killed m 
the battle of Hastings, 123. 
Harrington, sir James, u. 128, 
Harvey, sir William, iv. 86. 

Harvey, captain, iv. 295. 

Hustings, the pirate, makes his first 
attempt on England, i 34. En. 
camps in Kent, 35 His deceitful 
treaty with Alfred, 37. His fa- 
mily captured and restored, 39. 
Marches to the Severn, 39. Be- 
treata to his stronghold at Scerbyf 
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rig, 40. Marches to Chister, 41. 
Returns to the isfe[of Mersey, and 
brings his fleet into the liea, 42. 
Retreats to France, where he db- 
tains a grant of territories from 
the king, 43. 

Hastings, the battle of, i. 723. 

Hatton, sir Christopher, Hi. 119. 

Hawkins, sir John, his birth, pa- 
rentage, md early education, in. 

67. Sails on his first voyage to 
Guinea, 68. The first Englishman 
engaged in the slave traire, 68. 
Sails on his second slaving voyage, 

70. Proceeds to Sambula, 71. His 
unsuccessful attack iqion a negro 4 
town called Bymeba, 7:1, Sails * 
for the West Indies, 74. The 
Spaniards refuse to trade with* 
him, 75. His transactions at Boi- 
burata, 77 Commencement of » 
the illicit trade with the Spanish 
mam, 78. He compels the Spa- 1 
niards to lower they customs, 79. 

He fixes his own prices by to rce 
at Rio He la Hacha, 8 1 He makes 
for Hispaniola, 82 Driven on the 
coast ot Florida, 84. He sails lor 
England, 85. A coat of arms 
granted to him for opening a new 
branch of {fade, 85 His second 
voyage to Guinea and the Spanish 
ladies, 86. Takes Intween 40(1^ 
and 500 negroes at Sierra Leone, 

87 He trades by force at Rio de 
'a Hacha, 88. Ltiwfused any in- 
tercourse at Carthagena, 88. He 
puts into St Juin de Btlboa by 
stress ot weather, 89 His nego- 
tiations wifh the Spaniards there, 

90. His agreement with the Spa- 
niards, 91 Their treachery, 92. 

His actions with the Spaniards, 

93. Loses one of his ships in the 
action, 94 Distress in the r*jL 
manung ships, 95 Sets half of his 
people ashore on the coast of Ta- 
bosco, 96. Conclusion of this dis- 
astrous voyage, 97 Appointed 
comptroller ot the navy, 222 His 
unsuccessful expedition against 
the Spaniards, 223. "Appointed to 
command an expedition to the 
West Indies, 224. The expedition 
delayed in consequence of the 
threatened invasion of the Spa- 
niards, 225 The expedition sails, 

£26. Ordered by the queen to 
attack Puerto Rico,' 226. The 
Spaniards in the West Indies ap- 
prised of their intpution, 227. The | 
expedition halts at Guadaloupe, 

$28. His death, 229. | 
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Hawkins, «'r Richard, Hi. 283 . Pro. 
jects a voyage to the East Indies, 
284. Builds a shifP which bis 
mother-in-law names the Repent- 
ance, 285. Renamed the Dainty 
by queen Elizabeth, 28(i. Mishap 
of, in the Thames, 287. Depar- 

, ture of, from Ptymouth, 289. His 
own account of his departure, 
290 Sickness ijg the fleet, 290. 
Takes effectual means to banish 
shearing outaof the ships, 291. 
His courteous transactions at 
^antjs, 292. Narrowly escapes 
shipwreck, and reaches some islets 
not fa.» from Cape Verd, 294, 
Burna one of his sHips for want of 

* hands, 295. Captures a Portu- 
guese ship ; his kind usage of the 
pri/Jmers. 295. One of his ships 

i deserts him, 296 The Dainty 
prettceds alone ; falls in with the 
Falkland Islands, 297- Encoun- 
ters man ja difficulties betore he 
could plear the Straits, 299. He 
enters the So'ulh Sea, 301. An- 
chors under the island of Mocha, 
302. Ransoms some prizes at Val- 
paraiso, 303. Sails for the coast 
of Peru, 305. Differences con- 
. i rning the distribution of the 
prize money, 30 5 Preparations 
against them at Lima, 307. Es- 
capes an action with the Spa- 
niards by the weather, 309. Cap- 
tures a ship some fifty leagues 
north of Lima, 310. Tames too 
long on the roast, 311. The Spa- 
nish bimadron come up with him, 
313. Desperate action with the 
S|>aYi uirds, 315 Surrenders on the 
third day of the action, 320. Ge- 
nerosity of the Spanibh com. 
mandere, 321, Opinions concern- 

* ing the prisoners and the usages of 
the war, 323 His acctmnt of his 
unfortunate voyage, 324. Terms 
of surrender violated hy the Spa- 
niards, 325. licwchanges his re- 
ligion, 326. He obtains his re- 
lease in conformity to jibe teims 
at last, 327. Is sent with sir John 
Frobtoher in command of a fleet 
against the Spaniards, v. 34. 

Havers, captain, in 272. 

Hayes, captain, iv. 220, 

Hector de Pombrianes, H. 41. 

Hendrick v?n Boiselcw, lord of 
Veere, n. 83. Se.»t with a fleet 
against Warwick, 113. 

Hendrick^oon, captain Willelms, 
in. 56. 

Hengist and Horsa, arrival of, i. 15. 
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i i4>ex, 

Henri II. of France jofhs his army 
between Montreal and Boulogne, 
ii. £46. Prepares to besiege Bou- 
logne ; refuses to pay the arrears 
due to England by Francis I. for 
the purchase of Boulogne, 259. 

His successful wars with Mary of 
England, SGI.. Negotiates for 
peace with England, 274. 

Henri 111 of France, ii , 318. 

Henri IV. of I- fiance, accession of, 
iv. 10. Solicit^ succours from' 1 
England, 16. Applies again to 
Elizabeth for succour, 22. Far- 
sakes the reformed profession of 
faith, and publicly declares him- , 
sell a Roinaiast, 23. Receives a ♦ 
letter from queen Elizabeth on* 
the subject, 23. 

Henrique II., king of Castiley . 315. 

Hetinque 111., king *bf Castile, 
sends a fleet of galleys to the aid 
of the French king, ii. 20 • , 

Henrique, infanta of Portugal, ii. 

165. f * 

Henry, prince, i. 133. Shipwreck 
ot, 137 . 

Henry 1., his grief on hearing of 
the shipwreck of prince Henry, 
i. 138. Laws relating to wreck 
before and during his reign, 138 
Commercial prosperity of Eng- 
land during his reign, 141. 

Henry II., first mea*ures of, i. 142 
Sees the necessity of a maritime 
force, 143. His motives for me- 
ditating the conquest of Ireland, 

144. His transactions with the 
patriarch of Jerusalem, 145. His 
reply to the insolent rebuke of 
archbishop Ralnwin, for Its re- 
fusing to join the crusade, 146. 
Prepares to accompany the king 
of France to Palestine, 147. Hu* 
death, 147. . (l 

Henry II I. f civil commotions during 
Ins r<#gn, i. 192 His agreement 
with Olave, king of Mann, 194 
Attempt to ^nurder hnr, ll*> 
Piracies by the ships of the Cinque 
forts during his reign, 196. His 
lively concern for the maritime 
strength of his domiuign, 198. 

Hives the isle Olcron as an ap- 
panage to his sen, prince Henry, 

198. 

Henry III, 
with the 
100 # 

Henrv PJantagenet. earl of Derby, 
i. 231 Admiral of the northern 
ports, 231. 

Henry, duke of Lancaster, burns 
the suburbs of Boulogne to the 


very trails, and falling in an at- 
tempt upon the town itself, burns 
all the vessels in the haven, ii. 

•306. 

Henry IV,, his transactions with 
Prussia and the Hanse Towns, 
ii. 2. 4 Adjustment of the disputes 
with Prussia, 5. Promises suf- 
frages for tfte souls of the mur- 
dered Lisomans, 6. Ik threatened 
with invasion by France, 8. Con- 
clude* a treaty for six and twenty 
ye£swith France, 9. Despatches 
orders that none of the prisoners 

* taken at Dartmouth should be 
sent out of the kingdom without 
his special leave, 11. Arrange- 
ments concerning their ransom, 

, 12. Narrowly escape* from con- 

spirators when crossing the 
Thames, 46. His tyrannical con- 
duct to the widow of the earl of 
K ent, 48. His death, 51 . 

Henry V. f iij48. Takes measures 
for tile prevention of piracy, 52. 
Victories of, 53. His intended 
crusade-57. His death, 58. 

Henry VI., accession of, ii. 58. 
Makes preparations for a war with 
France, 61. Takes measures to 
piotect the coast against the fre- 
quent piratical descents, 94. Con- 
eludes % truce with Francr* for 
f eighteen months, 97. Pitches his 
camp near Ludlow, and oilers 
pardon to j-nrh of the rebels as 
should give over fheii enterprise 
and repair to him for mercy, 103. 
Made prisoner at the battle of 
Hexham, 10H. His death, 135. 

Henry VII. lands at Milford Ha- 
ven, ii. !41. Passes an act for the 
encouragement of our shipping, 
142 Decline of baronial power 

* during lus reign, 143. Act for 
checking the depopulation of the 
Isle of Wight, 144. Uneasy at the 
views of France ; prays for ad- 
vice from his parliament, 145. 
Sends an expedition m aid of 
Charles the Bold, 149. The 
French ref/ulsed from Niepert, 
150. Ills speech to the parlia- 
ment, 151. Fie sends a naval 
force to assist Maximilian in re- 
ducing the Flemings to obedience, 
153. Despatches a fleet under the 
command of sir E. Poymngs to 
attack Sluys, 155. Urged by Max- 
imilian to pursue the war with 
France, 156 Negotiates secretly 
for peace, 157. Progress of mari- 
time discovery during his reign, 
165. Promotes commerce by*re- 


, emperor, his marriage 
sister of H|rdicanute, i. 
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netting old commercial treaties 
and making new ones, 107 
Henry VIII., hie crtdeavoilra to 
promote the commerce of tire 
Kingdom, and increase its mari- 
time strength, ii. 168.* Naval 
preparations of, 174. sends a 
naval expedition to the coast of 
Bretagne, Alb. Determines to 
Invade France in person, 179 
"His interview with Francis 1. on 
the Field of the Cloth of Gold, 
187. His plan for the destruction 
of the French navy, 189. Forms 
An alliance with France, and de- 
clares war against the emperor, 
198. Renews his friendly inter, 
course with the Netherlands, 199. 
Appoints a second meeting with 
Francis I. to confirm the new 
league, SOI. Decay of the navy 
during the peace, 2U2. Confirms 
the navigation act, 203. Nego- 
tiates a league offe sive and de- 
fensive with the emperor, 204. 
TakeB the command of the siege 
of Boulogne in person, -60.7. En- 
ters the town as a conqueror, 
200. Returns to England, 207. 
His angry answer to the despatch 
from bishop Gardiner, 208. Gives 
general licence to privateers, 214. 
Frils produced hy, 21i>' Repairs^ 
to Portsmouth to see his realm * 
defended, 217. His unsuccessful 
attempt^ to negotiate with France, 
2J7. "Renews his negotiations and 
succeeds, 239. His orders con- 
cerning the bastion erected at 
Boulogne by t’ohgny, 242. His 
death, 243. Naval force of Eng- 
land at that tunc, 243. 

Hcreforth, bishop of Winchester, 

i. 25. 

Hernandez, Tome, iii. 246. Perfid, 
of 257. 

Hetford, the eari of, lord admiral, 

ii. 211. 

Hexham, the battle of, ii. 108. 

Hey wood, Thomas, his description 
of the 41 Sovereign pf the Seas,” 
v. 212. 

Hinder, captain, iii 207. 

Hobby, sir Edward, iv 59 

Hopkins, master preacher to the 
earl of Essex, iv. 54 

Horne, admiral Jan van, seneschal 
of Brabant, ii. 71. Repairs to 
Furness and Nieuport, to take 
measures for the defence of the 
coast, 81. 

Howard, sir Edward, slain in an 
engagement with the French, ii. 
183. 


Howard, sir Thomas, naval expe- 
dition of, ii 170. Appointed to 
succeed his brother lh the com- 
mand, 184. 

Howard, lord Chnrlqs, boiVi in 15S6, 
ii. 278. His publr. life till he was 
appointed lord high admiral, 279. 
t Sent by queen Elizabeth on an 
embassy of condolence and con. 

f ratulation to thg young king of 
ranee, 279. Installed knight of 
^ theGarter in 1674 > raised to the 
office of lord high admiral of Eng- 
land,^. Appointed to the com- 
mand of the whole fleet sent 
against Ihe Spanish armada, 340. 
t Reftis to weakerrhis force, 349. 
His first engagement with the 
Spanish armada, 353. Resolves to 
maWfe no Jurther attack till they 
should arrive in the Straits of Co. 
lai^355. His last action with the 
Spanish Gravelines, 361. Rewarded 
with a pe..«ion, and advanced to 
the title of earl of Nottingham, 
370 Summary of his subsequent 
life, 371. His death, 371. 
Howard, lord admiral, his letters to 
lord Burleigh, iv. 28. Appointed 
.imnt commander with lord Essex 
in the expedition, 40. Receives 
Instructions from the queen, 41. 
The expedition sails, 47. Conduct 
on the way, 48. Divisions of the 
fleet, 49. Propitious circum- 
stances of the voyage, 50, They 
present themselves before Cadiz, 
5J. Attack of the ships in the 
bay, 53. Proceedings at Cadiz, 
69 tl his letter to the duque de 
Meal n a, 65 His reasons lor not 
yielding to the proposal of Essex 
to attack Lagos, 69. Return of 
the expedition, 71. Thanksgiving 
prayer for its , 72. Re- 

ceives a letter of thanks tjom the 
queen, 73. Questions concerning 
the bootv and the payment of the 
forces, 76. False* representations 
in Holland, 77. Spanish arma- 
ment dispersed by storrts, 78. v 
Howard, sir Francis, sent out 
against the pirates, v. 131. 

Hubert de Burgh, his naval victory, 
i. 191. 

Huda, i. 28, 

Hudson, Mr. Henry, discovers Hud- 
son's Bay, v. 23. 

Huffbrd, lord KobeiV, i. 23L 
Hugh de Bone , i. 189. 

Hugo le Bruin, i. 134 
Humphrey, duke of Gloucester, ii 
53. His marriage with Jaqueline 
of Hainault, 59. H» message to 



the duke of Burgundy, 72. Ar. 
rives et Calais, 79. He ravages 
Fianderff, 8(). He returns to 
England, 81. 

Humph rly, fur Gilbert, forms a 
settlement ifc Newfoundland, v 
12. His treatise on the north- 
west passage, i3. « 

Hungerford, lord, it 107. » 

Hunsdon, the earl of, li. 341. 
Huntingdon, tlic earl of, it. 5V 
Sent on an expedition against thl 
French ; takes admiral Jaqut's, 
the Bastard ot Bourbon, prisoner, 
and returns to England, 56. 
Huntley, colonel, in. 20 >. 


t 

Infanta of Portugal, her marriage 
with Charles I., v. z.4. 

Ingeborg, the princess, her marriage 
with Philip Augustus, king of 
France, i 175. 

Ingnez lnau, in. 253. 

Ireland, state of, iv. 105 

Isaac, ernperor of Cyprus, refuses 
permission tothe queen .loan and 
the piincess Bereugaru to land, 
i. lt>4 Submits to Richard Coeur 
lie Lion, 166. His fate. It >7. 

Isabella, daughter of Philip the 
Pair,i. 20 ) ■i Her mairiagewith 

Edward of Carnarvon, 212. 

Ivan IWilowitz, czar of Russia, u. 
279. „ 


c • 

Jacob van*Arteve)d, the brewer of 
Gbeifi., i 230. 

James, prince of Scotland, taken 
prisoner by the English, ii 17. 
iiflects of his captivity, 18. 

Jfines l4of England, his conduct 
.towards sir Walter Raleigh, iv. 
430. His augmentation* of the 
navy, v. 210 

James IV. of Scotland, ii 162 His 
generosity, 1 03. Naval exertions 

“of the Scorch during his reign, 
1 69. H.s death, I7g 

Jansen. WaltA, ii. 14. 

Jan van Heyle, captain, i. 248. 

Jaquelinc ot Hamault, liei marriage 
with Humphrey, duke of Glou- 
cester, i. 59 

Jaqu de Surgercs, i. 321. 


Jean d^ Vienne, i. 330. 

Jean de Bretagne, an hostage in 
England, i. 386. His ill conduct 
* towards the English, 388. Oh- 1 
tains his liberty after Hve and 
thirty years' captivity, 889. 

Jeanne ue Valois, i. 255. 

Jehan de Hardanne, seneschal of 
Rochelle, i 320. » 

Jehan Chanderon, mayor of Ko- 
ch ofle, i. 324. 

Jesuits, the, n. 304. Sets lip a title 
of*the king of Spain to the En- 
glish crown, .305 Their calumnies 
% against queen Elizabeth, 306. 

* Joachim, abbot, his interview with 

* Richard Coeur de Lion, i. 160. 

Joan of Arc, ii. 59. 

* Joan, queen dowager of Sicily, i. 
153. 

John, king of England, the first 
who asserted and maintained the 
1 sovereignty of the seas, 1 . 180. v. 

i 198. Prevqpted by his nobles from 
attempting the recovery of Nor- 
i mandy, i 182. Sends over a fleet 
of 500 sril to the earl of Flanders, 
to aid him against the invasion of 
Philip Augustus, 185. Retires to 
the Isle of Wight, 189. State of 
the kingdom at hi^ death, 190. 

John II. ot France, i. 501 Taken 
f pnsonea at the battle of Poiriers 
and conve\ed to England, 307. 
Agrees upon terms of peace, and 
sign* ami the agreement, 308. 
Js set at liberty nfr^r a captivity 
of four year*, 812. Determines to 
visit England, 818, His death at 
Savoy palace in London, 314. 

John ot Gaunt, i 324. The mari- 
time defence of the realm in- 
trusted to him for one year, .'i>; 
His expedition to Carlile, 854. 

• Refuses to return from Spain, 859. 

! John ol Luxemburg, king of Bo- 
j hernia, i. 222. 

John, earl of Montford, surprised in 
Nantes, and sent prisoner to the 
Louvre, i 2b l. His death, 288 

John of Austria, in 295 Hits death 
298. * 

Jones, captain, iv. 294. 

Jonker, Pietro van der Does, vice- 
admiral of Holland, n 897. 

Jorge, Alvaro, appointed to com- 
mand a force o t 30 0 men sent for 
the discovery of Manau, his death, 
iv. 330. 

Josselins, Ralph, ii 134. 

Jony, messire Pierce de, i. 411. 

Judith, daughter of Charles the 
Bold, her marriage with Etbel- 
wulph. i 28. 
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Justinus van Nassau, adiAirnl of 
Zealand, ii. 357. 


K. 


Kent, the earl of, sent with an ar- 
mament gainst the rovers on 
the coast of Bretagne, u. #7. Is 
slain in attacking the town of 
Rriake, 48. • 

Kent, the earl of, appointed high 
admiral of England, u. 107. • 

Keyirus, captain Lauience, iv. 86. 
Sails with two vessels on what is 
called his Second voyage to Gui- 
ana, 318. His relation of this* 
voyage, 8l!>. Geographical in. 
formation obtained by this voy- 
age i fables respecting the people, 
820 Urges the religious duty of 
prosecuting this recovery and 
conquest, 3i21. Calls the Orinoco 
Raliaua, J22. Mis exhortations 
to undertake the conquest, 324. 
fe»ent by Raleigh up the Orinoco 
with tive ships, 390. His letter 
to Raleigh, 4U). He kills hira- 
sel(, 404. 

Kiudersley, ^Vlathew, commands 
u^der sir Martin Frol*sher, v. 1 


•t 


Ladrilleros, Inau, lit. 137 

La Hire, n 70. 

Lamlcrnan, sir Gnleran of, i Son. 

Laiidonnierere, Rene dt* f m. 84. 

Lane, Ralph, m, 107. 

Lauiioy, Guillebert dc, ii. 57. * 

La* Casas, Bartolmne do, in. 118. 

Latimer, sir William, i. 20 2. 

Latimer, lord, i. 332 

Lawson, sir John, sent against the 
pirates in the Mediterranean, v. 
24S. 

Lawton, sir John, l 343 'Slain in an 
engagement with the Spaniards at 
llochelle, 321. 

Laval, sue de, i. 391. 

Lay field, doctor, in. 42. 

Le Clugiict, the French admiral, 
n. 46. 

Ledesma, Alonso Andres dc, iv 
JtH), 

Lee, Henry, his treasonable com- 
munication with Tyrone, the 
viceroy of Ireland, iv. 129. 

Lee. captain Thomas, iv 185. Ex- 
ecuted for treason, 180. 


Joaselina, Ralph, ii. 134. 

Leovsige, the ealderman, i. 67. 
LeoUin, the king's high gaefa, i. 

66 . 

Leon, sir Henry de, i. «S3. His 
death, 286. • £ 

Leon, don Pedro Ponce dc, iv. 296. 
Leon, king of Armenia, goes to 

* England as a mediator for 
Frdnce, i. 364. His interview 
with Richard II., *365. 

Lestauo, the Swinish admiral, ii. 
193. 

Lefkro, P. Francesco de, iv 395. 
Lcvison, sir Richard, iv. 49. 

* Lewson, *br Richard, sent out 

• against the Mexicfh fleet, v. 86. 

• ltcpel* the attempt of the Spa- 
niard* on Ireland, 87. Makes an 
unsuccessful attempt upon a 

9 Spanish filet, 88 Joins sir Wil- 
liam Munson m an attack on a 

* Sp“ush carrark, 90 His en- 
thusiasm ft Monson’s bravery, 

• 92 js sent out on a first expo, 
dition, 104. Is distrusted ly the 
lords for his ambition, 108. 

Leyborne, admiral, i. 201. 

Lindsey, earl of, commands an ar- 
mament against the Dutch and 
French fleets, v. 185. 

Lindsey, sir William, i. 202. 

Lister, captain, in. 7. 

Lobo, don Diego, his defeat by sir 
William Moiison, v. 95. Cruel 
treatment of the Spanish govern- 
ment towards him, 97 Applies 
to si r William Monson ; death, 
IK). 

Locke, Jbhii, iii.£8L 
Lndgdf sir Thomas, ni. 67. 

Logon, sir Robert, n. 1(> 

London plundered by the Danes, 
i 27 Fortified by A bred, 33, 
.Long, John, n. 48. * 

Lorsame, John, u. 59. * 

Losada, Diego tie, iv. 2%. f 
Louis de Nevers, i. 230, 

Louis XI. of Fropce, his confer, 
once with Warwick, n. HI 
Orders a public tharikjKivingtDi 
the success of Warwick, 118. Hi* 
grcatelnp, 164. 

Louis XII encourages the Scot- 
tish king m his endeavours to 
create a maritime force, n. 174. 
His marriage with the princess 
Mary, 185* His death, 186. 

Love, captain, v. 16#. 

Love), lord, iv. 160. 

Lius de la Cerda, i. 262. Sent to 
besiege Dinaut, 266. Takes and 
garrisons Comiiur, 267 Takes 
and garrisons Dinant, 268. His 
cruelty at Guerande, 268. His 
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ships captured by *sir Walter 
Manny, 269. Defeated by the 
English, r am} his nephew slain, 
270. Escapes to Redon, the port 
of Rennes, 271. Returns to his 
camp, 278 &sks *« a boon from 
Charles of Blois, the two English 
prisoners, sir Jphn Butler and sir 
Mathew Trelawny, with the in- 
tention to put them to death, 274 
His cruelty, *275. Attacks the 
English fleet imp a French har- 
bour, 281. Created by pope Cle- 
ment VI. prince of the Fortunate 
Islands, 287. Under thaV pre- 
text ho raises forces against the 
English, 288L His death, 302. 

Lux an, Francisco de, lii. 9i. 

Luyandar, Joachm de, iii. 61. 

Luysa de Fonseca, iv. 393. < 


M. ' 

Macbeth, king oi Scofland,„i. 105. 

Macchus, king of Anglesey and 
the isles, i. 55. 

Macknorrh, captain, iv 214. 

Magnus, king of Norway, claims 
the succession of England, i 100. 

Male, count Louis de, ii. 15. 

Manners, John, ii. 108. 

Manny, sir Walter de, i. 231. 
Sent with a force consisting of 
6000 archers and 620 men at 
arms to the relief of the countess 
of Moutfurd, 261. Arrives at 
Hennebon, 294 He sallies out 
and destroys the great engine 
of the besiegers, 205. I’e-takes 
Comjier from Lois de la Cerda, 
267. Captures his fleet, 269 
Pursues him, and makes an at- 
tempt on Kosterman castle, 271. 
Takes the easf’e of Gony in the 
Forest bi assault, 272. Returns 
to Hi inebon, 273. Rescues sir 
John Butler and sir Mathew 
Trelawny, who were taken pri- 
soners by Charles de Blois, 276. 

Mdtioel, fVernades, story of, m. 
13. 

Manrique, don Antoruo de<*ii. 360. 

Mansel, sir Robert, his birth ; ex. 
pedition to Cadiz, v. 39 His 
appointment to the command of 
the Repulse, and fights a duel, 
40. Distinguishes h lpaself against 
the Spaniard*. 41. His own 
statement of the action ofl‘ the 
Downs, 43. Is cohfirmed in his 
post of vice-admiral, 50. Is ap- 
pointed on a commission for the 
n pjuv into abuses in the navy, 
51. His advice to the earl of 


Nottingham, 55. Is committed 
to the Marshalsea, 56. Iff ap- 
pointed vice-admiral tor life, <57. 
f Commands an armament against 
Algiers, 60. Inglorious result; 
return to England, 63. His de- 
fence u h is conduct, 64 Retire- 
ment from public life ; death, 65. 

Mansfield, the lord ofrji. 857. 

Marcellus, abbot of sit Augustine, 
in Cf/nterbury,ii. 59. Accused of 
piracy, 59 

MarcO, the earl of, ii. 54. His war 
with Henry VI., 104. 

? Tarek, William Graave van de, ii. 
291. 

Mare, sir Peter de la, the first 
Speaker of the House of Commons 

, on record, i. 331. 

Margaret, countess of Montfort, be- 
sieged in Hennebon ; her heroic 
defence of that place, i. 261. CutB 
her way through the besiegers, 
and is joyfyliy received at Brest, 
262. Returns to Hennebon with 
a small reinforcement, 263. On 
a truce lying concluded, goes to 
England, and returps with a fleet, 

278. Encounters the Genoese 
and Spaniards near Guernsey, 

279. 

Margaret, queen of ’.lenry VI., ii. 
102. Hqroism of, 107. 

/ Maria, daughter of the duke of Bo- 
hemia ; her marriage with Phdi 
Augustus, of France, i. 176. 

Maria Pita, heroism of, lii. 212. 

Manner, captain, n. 196. 

Markham, captain, his gallant 
action against a French fleet, u. 
197 

Markeslmry, captain, ni. 4. 

Marmmit, marshal, i 307. 

M.ir^av, captain, n. 221. 

Martin, Ruiz de Abendaiia, ap- 
pointed to file command of the 
Seville fleet , sent to aid the king 
of Fiance against England, n. 20. 

Martin, Hennquez don, m. 91. 

Marv I,, queen of England, her 
wars with France, ». 253. Her 
death, 275. 

Mary Stuart, queen of Scots, ii. 
281. Her execution, 317. 

Mary, the princess, her marriage 
with Louis XII. of France, u. 
185. 

Maubrun de Lmiers, i. 32 1. 

Maulevier, comto 4e, grand sene- 
schal of Normandy, u. 99. 

Maximian, the emperor, i. 9. 

Maximilian, king otthe Romans, ii. 
147 Receives aid from Henry 
VIJ. to enable him to reduce trie 
Flemings to obedience, 153. Re- 
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storation of his authorit^in Flan- 
ders, 155. Urges Henry to pur- 
sue the war with France, 156. 
Unable to fulfil his eng&geineifts 
with England, 157. 

Mayetmc, the due de, iv. 11. 
Mecklenburg, the duke oT, i. 416. 
Mediei, Giovanni de, ii. 329 
Medina, Sitonia, the ducque del, 
governor nr the Spanish armada, 
ii. 332. • 

Mello’ dona Suiza de ; her tragical 
fate, iii. 32. • 

Menendez, don Pedros, marquis d’ 
Aveles, iii. 195. • 

Mendoza, don Fernando de, iii. 21. 
Mercer, John, i. 332. 

Mercoem, the due de, iv. 13. 

Merriet, sir Gilly, iv. 85. • 

Michael the Great, a ship built by 
James IV. of Scotland, ». 173. 
Mimvy, Kichard, in 144. 

Minshen, captain, iii. 360. 

Moncada, don Hugcwle, ii. 360 
Mondragon, the Spanish com- 
mander, ii. 262. 

Monge, Juan Ruaz de, y. 392. 
Monnocho, the pirate, v. 140. His 
treachery and cruelty, 141. His 
death, 143. 

Monson, siil William, made pri- 
soner by fne Spaniards, in. U. 
i^ory of his captivity^ 12. ~ 

Monson, sir William, his birth ant^ 
early inclination for the Ren, v. 
66» Captures ^Mutch ship by 
stratagem, 67- Extraordinary es- 
cape , rapid advancement, 68. 
His second expedition, 71. Ser- 
vice ol danger; hio own account 
of it, 72 Is forced by illness to 
retire for a while, 74. Sails again, 
and is taken prisoner, 75. At- 
tempt at escape, 70. Is removed 
to Lisbon, 78 Is delivered frean 
prison ; joins the earl of Cum- 
berland, 80. Marries , returns 
to the sea, 81 His rupture with 
the earl of Cumlierland, 82. F.x- 
pedition to Cadiz, 83. Is knighted 
for Ins gallantry by the earl of 
Essex, 84. Temjflirary repose, 

85 Various appointments, 87. Is 
sent in g*-eat haste to the Azores, 
88. His ill success for a tune, 89. 
Desperate attempt on a Spanish 
carrack, 90 Performs prodigies 
of valour, 91. Succeeds in cap- 
turing the carrack. 95 Narrow 
escape of his life, 90 His gene- 
rous sympathy for the vanquished 
commander, 98 Return to Eng- 
#land ; is despatched to Groyne, 
99. Fortunate ruse de guerre, I 
1(H). Alternate success and disap. I 


r 


pointments, 102. Miraculous pro- 
serration; return home, 1C 3. Ap- 
pointed vice-admiral ny James I 
105. Devotion to the new mol' 
narch, 106. Hig Arguments 
against a *cont*uation of the 
war, 107. Is appointed admiral 
» of the narrow* seas, 108. His 
letter to lord Cecil, 109. Ex- 
penses attendant on his appoint- 
ment, 110. Difficulties of hig 
situation, 116 . Remonstrance 
with the Dutch captains, Jj3, 
•Resets an indignity to the Bri- 
tish flag in the convoy of the 
ambassadors, 114~ Personal hos- 
tility^ the Dutch to him, 115. 
Succeeds by stratagem in safely 
convoying some Spanish tran* 
spiWtR, ys. Maintains the su- 
premacy of the British flag, ]go 
Conducts the Spanish ambassador 
alia his train to Flanders, 122. 
1« treacMwously dealt with bv 
lordZArundel, 123. Redresses nil 
grievances by his own energy and 
discretion, 125. Is employed for 
the protection of the British fish- 
eries, 126. Expedition against 
the pirates, 131. His adventure 
at Broad Haven, 133. Clemency 
towards the Pirates and their as- 
sociates, 1,37. Falls in with a 
pirate ship, 138. Captures her, 
and punishes the crew, 1,39. His 
affair with captain Tucker, 140. 
Is removed from his appointment 
and committed to the Tower, I44’ 
Hir account of the capture of the 
ladv ArabellagStuart, 145. JIis 
examination at Hatton House 

146. Hit, defence of his conduct* 

147, Is honouiably acquitted, 149 ’ 
11 us suggestions respecting Al- 
giers, 150. Arguments against 
the attack of Algier^f 15J. He is 
employed on a fresh infuiry into 
the abuses of the British navi 
157. Proposes# plans for their 
remedy, 160. Hi# stratagems to 
obtain information offh* eneftiy 
165. His commentaries, 167 Vain 
remtfnsi ranee against the employ, 
ment of inex|>erienced command- 
ers, 168 His predictions respect- 
ing the expedition to Cadiz, 170 
Severe sti ictures on the published’ 
defence <|f the commanders at 
Puntal, 173. Hit disapproval of 
the mcaRur% for the surprisal of 
the We of Rhe, 179. His advice 
to commanders, 180. His defence 
of the ship-money tax, lflo 
sent out as vice-admiral against 
the French and Dutch fleet, 185, 
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Retires from publii? life, 186. 
w Naval Tracts;” death, 187. 
Character* 188. 

Montacute, the marquis, ii. 116. 

Montague* the seigneur Icham de, 
slain in an engagement with the 

‘ Spaniards at ltochelle, i. 321. 

Montague, viRommt, n. 3,36. , 

Montague, Edward, earl of Sand, 
wich, his birtl],, v. 822. >lls mar- 
riage, 228. Joins the parliament- 
ary armv, 224. Iarelected member 
of parliament, 225. Appointed to 
a seat in the treasury ; is ^ent •in 
command of a fleet with admiral 
Blako to the Mediterranean, 226. 
Conveys the Measure takon by the 
fleet into London, 282 Honours ' 
conferred on him bj Cromwell ; 
is created viscount Lisle 238. 
Difficulties of his situation, 285 
Is appointed to command a fleet 
in the Baltic, 23t>. Perplexities 
increase around liipr, 287. He 
returns home without ord^r, 239. • 
Retires for a time from the ser- I 
vice, 240. Convej s Charles 1 to j 
England, 241 . Is created earl of 
Sandwich, and honoured with the 
garter, 242. Ills conduct in the 
affair of Dunkirk, 24 k Is sent 
to Holland for the princess of 
Orange, 247. Command., a fleet 
in the Mediterranean, 248. Takes 
ixissession of Tangier, 231 (ioes 
as ambassador to Lisbon, 252 II is 
perplexities there. 258. Conducts 
the infanta of Portugal toKngland, 

254. Decides the action with 
Opdam, by breatjng thetenemy’s 
centre, 266. Put m command of 
the fleet m place of the duke of 
York, 2“8. Pol lows the India 
treasure ships to Berghen, 279. 
Determines U attack the fleet, 

280 Postpones the engagement 
through the interference of the 
governor, 281 Unfortunate re- 
sult, 288. Leaves Berghen m 
pursuit of DeUuyter’s fleet, 285. 
inis victfrrv over the Dutch fleet , 
number of ships taken on the 
occasion, 291. His enemies at 
home, 292. Hastiness in the dis- 
tribution of prize inon**v, 294. 
Unfortunate consequences, 295. 

Is sent as ambassador to Spam, 

501 . Letters of the king and duke 
of \ork tohii.1,302 li appointed 
president of the council, 3u3. ()l 
trade and plantations, 508. Again 
commands against the Dutch 
fleet, 303. His desperate engage- 
ment with van Ghent, and his 
gallant conduct in the action, 806. 


His vrtsel is grappled by a fire- 
ship, 308. He remains on board 
and perishes, 309. His body found 
fhe sea, 309. His ftmeral ob- 
sequies, 310. Character, 311. 
Montague, Mr. Edward, his mission 
from Ouarles I., v. 238. Death 
of, 

Montgomery, lord Johp, vice-admi- 
ral of England, i. 29 i* 
Montgomery, sir Thomas, ii. 128. 
Monthesoaer, sir Thomas, killed in 
the tattle of Sluys, i. 250- 
Monrluc, u 209. 

Montmorency, marshal, sent with 
a French force to aid Owen Glen- 
dower, ii. 15. 

Montreal, the siege of, ii’. 207 
Moon, captain Thomas, in. 120. 
Morrar, an Anglo- Danish chief, i. 

86. Murder, 87 
Moreai , earl, i 109 
Morons, sir 'Thomas, i 337 . 

Moigan, bir Charles, iv. 86. 

Morgan, captain \N illhm, iv. 86 
Morhuc, sir Gerard de, i. 271 
Morley, lord admiral of the northern 
fleet, i. 91 1 

Morley. lord, o 149. Slain by the 
French in their attack upon 
Nieuport, u 150. 

Morrice, Chrmiopher.'ii. 192 
Moi timer,, Henry, ii 48. 

^Morton, archbishop of Canterbury, 
bis speech on the suhitcf of the 
war with F^re, ii 145. 
Mountjov, sent as lord deputy to 
Ireland, iv 136 

Muley Moloc, king of the Moors, 

ui 121 

Mimk, captain John, passes a win- 
ter alone in Hudson's Bay, v. 24. 
Hi' melancholy end, 25. 


N. 

Narbunnr, viscount, vice-admiral of 
France, n 54 

Na» r al tracts Sir William Monson 
arranges them in his retirement, 
v 186 Ac omit of them, 187. 

Negro slave trade, origin ol the, iii. 
69 

Nevil, Thomas, vice-admiral for his 
brother Warwick, n, 130. sails 
up the Thames, and appears lie- 
fore London, 131 Attacks Lon- 
don, 133. Defeated by thcciti 2 ens, 
134 Sails down the nvpr, and 
fortifies himself at Sandwich, 135. 
Execution of, 186. 

Neudigate, Francis, ii. 195. 

Nicolas, Rodriquez, ni. 269. 

Noble, George, tii. 335. 
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Norfolk, the duke of, execution of, 

11, m . 

Norris, sir John, hi. 2J4. Goes #n 
an ex|iedition to Portugal, 204. 
Makes an attack upon Corunna, 
212. Defeats the Spaniards at 
Pfento de Burgo, 213. Retreats 
trom Corunna, 215. Returns to 
England, fl 9. Captures Brest, v. 
37 ■ • 

Norm, rir Edward, hi, 213. 
Northern ships, desoriptior%of } i. 
43. 

Northumberland, earl of, created 
lord high admiral, v. 18b. 

Norton, captain, appointed to com- 
mand an expedition sent to the 
A sores, iii 17. Captures the 
Madie de Dios, 19. His human- 
ity tt his prisoners, 20 Import- 
ance of’ the prize, 21. Distribu- 
tion of the prize money, 23. 
Dimensions of the prize, 24. 
Novwich, admiral, low John, i. 228 
Nottingham, earl of, his mal-admi- 
i) ‘ration in naval affkirs, v, 55 
His resignation of Office, 56. 
Plans against Algiers. 149. 
NoyeHe, sir Bando de, ii. 85 
Nfuuo Velcho, iu.32. 

Nuno da Syh», in. 123 


Osmond, i, 25. 

Osorio, bishop of SVtves, hr. 68. 

Destruction of. his library, 69, 
Osric, i. 27. • 

Othere, i. 46 • t 
Otho, emperor of Germany, i. 51- 
Oturmn, admira^sir John, i. 219. 
•Oughtrcd, sir Anthony, li. 176. 
Owain, Cyvelioc, the Welsh prince 
and poet, excommunicated by 
archbishop Baldwin for refusing, 
at his exhortation, to take up the 
crons, i. 145. 

OxenHam, John, iii 108. Sails for 
I the isthmus of Darien ; enters it ; 
1 > builds a pinnace f embarks in it, 
• and Secures for himself the 
honour of being the first English- 
man that ever entered the Pacific, 
109. MUkes some prizes and 
lands ail his booty, 1 10 Is pursued 
ai#i defeated by the Spaniards, 
111 Is graved by the Maroons, 
i and out to death at Lima, 112. 
Oxford, the earl of, li. 54. 

Oye and Herk, thejcaHtlea of, taken 
by the Picards and Flemings, li. 


P. 


% 


Od'b king of Britain, makes a com* 
morual treaty with Charlemagne, 

l 16 

Ogle, the bastard, ii. 108. 

01<i!', king of Norway, unites his 
forces with those of Suene, kmg 
of Denmark, for the invasion of 
England, 63. Embraces Chri.«- l 
tianity, and promises never again 
to come to England except as u 
friend, 04. Brings a strong fleet 
to aid Ethel red in retaking 
London from the Danes, 84. His 
peaceful and beneficent reign, 
118. * 

Olave, king of Mann ; lus agree- 
ment with Henry 111. of Eng- 
land, i 194. 

Olivera, Matea Pinto, de, iv. 392. 

Opdam, baron de Witte’s enmity to, 
v.265. Attempts to board the ves- 
sel of the duke of York; death, 
266- 

Orange, the prince of, u. 291. As. 
sabsination, ,307. 

Orleans, the duke of, ii. 46. £11. 

Ormond, lord, iv. 106, 

Ortego, Juan de, iii. 110. 

"Osbert, i. 81 . 


Pactetent, Gilbert, murder of, 
ii. 83. 

T'adilla, de Martin de, the ado 
latitude, mayor of Castile, iv, 95. 

Paget, sir William, n 240. 

Palmer, sir Thomas, ii. 240. 

Pan, snrJWilliam^ii. 128. 

Pandiftpn, the pope's legate, k 184. 

Pdrma, the prince of, ii. 807. 
Opens a negotiation with Eng- 
land, 322, His preparations for 
the invasion of* England, 327. 
Makes over his comn#nd in the 
Netherlands to the lord cf Maus- 
telt ami conies to the coast to 
join the Spanish armada, 35 7. 
Hu. death, i\ . 2Z 

Paul, earl oi the Orkney* i. 118ft 

Paul IV., pope, ii. 267. 

Pawlett*sir Anthony, iv. 33 7. 

Page, Henry, commander of the 
fleet of the cmque ports, ii. 15. 
Successes of, 16. 

Pecho the cruel, i, 303 

Pembroke, the earl of, sent to Ro- 
chelle, witn a fleet i. 319., Great 
action with ! the Spaniards off 
that coasf, ?2(f! His fleet donated, 
and htmsolf taken prisoner! 321. 
Delivered over to Bertrand du 
Guesclin, 32.;. Killed in an un- 
successful attack on the castle of 
Sluys, ii 14. 
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Penguin inlands, the, iii. 91)7. Do- vented by the submission of John 

scription^of a penguin hunt, 298. to the pope, 184. Invades Plan- 

Pennington, sir John, rear ad- A ders, and sends his fleet to 
nural, Q-. 185. Appointed vice- Damme, 185. Defeated toy tne 

admiral, 186* * English in the battle of Damme, 

Peonnan, the battle of. i. 9. 188. t 

Percy, admiral $jr Thomas, i. 336 Philip of^Sjpain, husband to Mary, 
Percy, sir Henry, i. 3M- * queen of England, ii. 27 5. His 

Pereira, dona Isabel, her mclan- first mteriiew witl^queen Eliza- 

choly fate, id. 32. betfc, 283. Engages in the con- 

Perez, Antonio, uj. 128. spiracy with po|>e Pius V. for re- 

Pero Nino, appointed to the com- string the Romish religion in 

mundof the Seville fleet; sent, to England, 288*. His communion 
aid the king of France^agamst u tion with queen Elizabeth, 299 
the .English, ii 20. If joined by _ Hie attention engaged by Port li- 
the sieur dte Seignelai, 25. At-/ gal, 301. Makes preparation for 

tacks Poole in revenge fer Henry, the invasion of England, 319. His 

Payes; expedition upon the coast negotiations with Elizabeth, 324. 

of Spain, 27. Appears , before 4 His behaviour on the occasion of 
Southampton, ii 29/ Returns to 'the Armada, 368. 

France, 30. Casts anchor at' Philip of Valois summons Edward 

Rouen; is entertained ;ki the, III to make his personal appear- 

house of the ol^ admiral of ance in France, and do homage 

France, 31. Proceeds PariB,< for the dukedom of Aquitaine 

and obtains pay for his men, 33. and the earldom of Pontheim 

Repairs to Rouen to pursue his and Montreal, i. 221. Prcpara- 

instructions for infesting the Kn- tions if. France for the ceremony 

glish coaBt, 34. Dispeople dis- of, 223 Dispute concerning the 

mayed by an eclipse of the puu, homage, 224. Aids the Scotch 

34. Driven to the coast ot Flan- against the English, 227. His 

ders; he comes in sight of an intention to puj, two English 

English squadron. 35. Makes noblemen to death, is dis- 

preparations for battle, SC. Fail- suaderf from it by the kv.g -of 

ure and flight of the French and Bohemia, 242. Informed of 

Spanish squadron, 37. He parts the victory j?f Sluvs by a court 

company with the sieur de Seign- tool, 251 ' 1 The French king 

elai,38. Persuades some Breton enters into a treaty with Alonzo 

lords to join him in an expedition XI., of Castue, and engages the 

against Jersey, 39. I^efeats the Genoese admiral of Castile to 

Jersey men, 4k Imposes, a con- assist him with a fleet, 282. His 

tnbution, 43. Recalled to Spam, cruelty, 283. Endeavours to am- 

45. mate the Scotch to invade Eng- 

Perrot le Bearnois, i. 408. iand, 288. His death, 301. 

Pestrafio, the, duke of, it. 32D. Philip, lord of Rivensteyn, u. 148. 

Pett, Phi(«eas, a great ship-builder. Piracies of, 154. Surrenders 

v. SkS. His account of Charles 1 . Sluys to the English and duke 

Visit to Woolwich, 218. Albert, 155 . 

Phenning, colonel Conrade, ii. 2,38. Philip the Bold, duke of Burgundy, 

Phoenicians, their earlv attempt at i. 345. Forms ji. league with 
4i ship-kfiilding, v. 190. France, it. 00. He persuades the 

Philip Augustus, Fing of France, i, Flemmgymd the Gnentees to en- 

147. His supposed letters to gage in war with England, 61. His 

Tancred, king of Sicily, i 161. answer to the hostile message of 

His explanation with the king of duke Humphrey, 72. Repairs to 

England, 162 Ilis intended in- the head quarters of the Ghent 

vasion of England, 174 His army, 76. Apfioints Jean de 

marriage with the princess of Croy to command the siege of 

Ingeborg, (75. Efis second mar- Crotoy, 84. Raises the siege of 

riage with Maria, daughter of the Crotoy, 87. Retreats from Cro- 

duke of Moravia and Bohemia, toy, 88. Attempts to destroy 

176. Under the pope’s sanction, Calais by inundating the town, 

prepares, as the champion of the 89. 

papal church, to invade England, Philip dc* Commines sent to nz»go- 
and depose an excommunicated tiate for a treaty of peace between 

king, 1 83. The invasion pro- | Burgundy and England, u. 119. 
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Philippa, daughter of Guy} earl of 
Flanders, L 209. Her tragical 
history, and death, 210, * 

Phillippma Wei serin a, ii. 329* 

Philpot, John, ii, 138. Fits out a 
fleet at his own expense, and 
sends out a squadron, and cap- 
tures the South Sea rovers under 
John Mer#rs f 332. 

Picard, chevalier, iv. 21. # 

Picrscton, captain, ii. 221. 

Pieta Vanden Bosch embarks, as 
a volunteer in tfte earl of Arun- 
del's fleet, i. .178. _ 

Pietro Shozzi lands in the Isle or 
Wight with a French force, u. I L 

GO I P 


Pimentel, don Diega de, u. 362. 

Pius V., pope, lays a plot for re* 
storing the Romish religion in 
England, ii. 288. Fulminates his 
memorable bull agauist the king, 
289 

Plateaux, Stein de, ife 73. 

Plateels, Jan Van, n 71. 

Plessington, John, iv. 393." 

Plymouth burnt by theerrench, i. 


257 

1 'metiers, the battle of, n 307. 

Pol, the bishop of, i. 269 
Pol, the coynt St,, ravages the 
coast of Sussex, i. 309. 

Poife, cardinal, in 331 * » 

Pouipeo Targona, i 309. A 

Pop ham, judge, hui snecch on p.iss- 
iifg sentence on Tiff Walter Ra- 
leigh, iv. 861. 

Portsmouth and Plymouth burnt 
by the French and Spaniards, l. 

331 . 


Ponel, captain, in. 183. 

Povnings, sir Edward, ii 155. His 
death, 233. 

Prendergest, sir John, in 4$. 

Preston, sir Annas, n. 360. a 

Preston and* Somners, captains, 
voyage of, iv. 294 Ravages and 
burns the town of Porto Santo, 
295. Marches against Caraccas, 
297. Difficulties of the march, 
299- Caraccas taken by, 300. 
Negotiations with he Spaniards, 
301. Sets fire to the city, 302. 
Meets Raleigh off Cuba on his 
return, .303. 

Pretty, Mr. Francis, in. 214. 

Prince, the royal, account of its 
launch, v 53 

Proby, ensign, iv. 58. 

Poune, captain, iv 295. 

Putyma, Uic cacique, iv. 276. 


i>uinal, sir ^Hugh, the French ad*. 

a » 

IlaR, the first attempt at naviga- 
tion, v. 192. 

Raleigh, sir Witter, his birth, pa- 
rentage, and early education, iv. 
v09 0 Serves the Hugenots in 
Franco • escapes the massacre of 
St. Barth olomew^210. Engages 
with ^r Humphrey Gilbert in the 
first scheme of colonisation, 213. 
Failure of the first voyage, 213. 
Hiff lri^i campaigns, '214. His 
Letter to Leicester, 215. His 
li|£l introduction to the queen ; 
Anecdotes of, 216. His control 
vcr»y wfch lord Grey on the 
meaflis of raising hrm in the es- 
timation of the queen, 217. His 
letter to sir II Gilbert, 218. Ob- 
tains letters patent for another 
enterprise, 229. Prospers both 
m favour and in fortune, 231. 
Engages in Davis's voyage for 
the discovery of a north-west 
passage, 232. Ventures a large 
outlay on a second expedition to 
Virginia, 233 Fits out a third 
expedition under John White, 
233. Assigns over his patent to a 
company of merchants, 237. His 
zeal for planting the Christian 
religion in thf barbarous coun- 
triR,238 Rears a part in the defeat 
of the Armada, 240. ApiHrare* as 
commander of the queen’s in the 
triumphant procession to return 
thanks at St rani's for that great 
deliverance, 241. A#ventures of, 
in Portugal, 242. His Acquaint- 
ance with Spencer the poet, 242. 
His view of Spanish policy, 2413. 
His conduct in parliament, 244. 
His expedition againft the la- 
niards, 244. His letter to Cecil, 
247 • •Leaves the fleet, 249. Com- 
mitted to the Tower for an in- 
trigue with one of the maids of 
honour, 250 F.xtravagance of 
his conduct there, 251. His base 
flattery qf the queen, 252. His 
release and marrfcge ; obtains the 
grant of thft manor of Sherborne, 
253. His remarks on Ireland in 
a letter to Cecil, 254. His ene- 
mies, 257. His views for the dis- 
covery and conquest of Eldorad<\ 
256. His schemes of conquest in 
z 2 
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Guiana, 257. State of mind in 
which he undertook this adven- 
ture, 257 His arrival in Tri- 
nidad, 358. Surprises and burns 
the new City ef St ^flbseph, 259. 
Prepares to emer the Orinoco in 
his boats, 252. labyrinth of 
streams, 264. Adventure in the • 
river of the Red Cross, 265. 
Roosting tribes, 2 66. Sufferings 
of his men, 268. Three Spaniards 
taken, 270. Indications of the 
gold, 271. His reasons for nqt 
making more inquiry on thkasub- 
ject, 3275!- His conference with 
the (&rique«Touanmaefl, 274. 
Proceeds to the plains of Sayma, , 
275. His discourse to the In- 
dians, 277. Sails westward up to 
view the famous river Caroli;279, 
His account of the Oregones and 
Epuremei, 280. His description 
Of the falls of Caroli. 281. Fa- 
bles respecting the people. 283. 
His account of the falls d.' the 
Orinoco, 284. His second con- 
ference with Topeawan and his 
advice, 285. His reasons for not 
marching to Manoa, 287. Con- , 
tented to forbear the enterprise 
against the Epuremei till the 
next year, 288. Tojieawari gives 
him his only son to take with him 
to England ; he leaves two Eng- 
lishmen in his place, 289. His 
description of the falls of Winca- 
pora, 290. Marches to a town 
called after the name of that 
river ; his description of the peo- 
ple, 291. Returfs to Trfm^d, 
293. Disappointed of his junc- 
tion with captain Preston, 294. 
Bums Cumana, 296. Meets Pres- 
ton off Cuba, 302 Returns .to 
England} is n$t well received 
there, jMJF Publishes an ac- 
count offtiis discovery, 304. His 
views or conquest 307. His 
credulity, 309. » Inducements 
which he held out to adventurers 
tceattempl the conquest of Gui- 
ana, 310. His proposal to render 
the Inca tributary, 315. Hie nar- 
rative ill received,, 317 . Embarks 
in the memorable expedition 
against Cadiz, 318. Sets forth 
on a third voyage to Guiana, 
324. Again in Avour,v3&4. Ob- 
tains the government of Jersey, 
337. His speech it. parliament 
against' the statute for sowing 
flax or hemp seed, 338. His 
speech against the statute of 
tuage, 339 His speech on the 



day, 343) Altercations during the 
debate, 344. His quarrel with 
Cecil, 345. Causes of their dis- 
cussion, 346 JoiuiMn the ma~ 
spirac? of Cobham and W atson, 
34 7. James I . , prepossessed a gainst 
him-. 347- Committed to the 
Tower : attempts to kill himself, 
,348 Views of the conspirator*, 
_ 349. His letter to the king, 356. 
,0 His trial, 351. Virulence and in- 
solence of sir Edward Coke* dur- 
ing bis trial, 352. Ability with 
• which he defends himself, 352. 
Conjectures concerning the con- 
1 spirators, 353 Further particu- 
lars of his trial, 357. His oon- 
” demnation, 363. Effect produced 
t by his conddbt during his trial, 
363. His letters to the king, 
366. His letter to his. wife, 368. 
Is pardoitcd by the king, 371 
Removed to the Tower, 375. His 
letter to Carr the king’s favourite, 
375. His wife petitions the king 
in vain for the 3berh> uwie estate, 
377. His employment m tbcTower, 
/i 378. His'Hirtory of the woritl, 
' 379. He resumes his schemes 
upon Guiana, ^and solicits his 
liberty, .‘180. 4 His letter to sir 
Ralph W in wood m vindication 
of himself, 381 Obtains his ob- 
ject through Villiors, 382. The 
king’s reasons for consenting, 38£. 
Warrant for his going abroad 
with a keeper, 383. Force which 
he fitted out, 384. Remains of 
his property expended Hi this ex- 
{A dition, 384. His supposed mo- 
th es; question concerning bis 
pardon, 385. His fleet dispersed 
by storm, 386 He puts into 
Ireland ; sails again, and lands- 
hih men upon the island of Lan- 
celots, 386 .Hostile conduct of 
the Spaniards, 387. Friendly in- 
tercourse at Goinera, 388. His 
letter to his wife, with an account 
of his long and disastrous voyage 
from Cape de Verde, 389. Sends 
Keymis and his son up the Ori- 
noco, with five ships, 390. Spanish 
account of this enterprise, 391. 
Young Raleigh slain, 395. His 
burial, 396 Receives a Letter from 
the Alcaldes, requiring him to 
leave the country, 397 Prepare 
alums of the Spaniards, 398. He 
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wtereats, 399. Receives a letter 
from Keymia,40 0. He reptpaches 
Key ink, 403. His letter to sa- 
oretaryWrowood, 404. Discontent 
of the men, 405 Hisa letter to 
hb wife, 406. His lettlt to se- 
cretary Wlnwood, 408. Dissen- 
sions of hisoeople at Newfound, 
land, 409.^F reclamation of the 
Ming, 410. His letter to the king, 

411. Stukely sent to bring him 
to London, 413. Hakes an attempt 
to embark for France, 413. Tam- 
pers with a French chemist, and 
affects sickness, 414. His me- 
morial, 415. Defends himself 
against the charge of having held 
out false pretences for the expe^ 
ditto n, 418. Endeavours to excuse 
himself from the charge of hav- 
ing broken the peace with Spain, 

4X9. Tampers with Stukely, 423. 

Is deceived and betrayed by him, 

484. Attempts to e&ape, 425. Ik 
committed to the Tower, 427. 

The queen's letter in his favour. 

488. His letter to Bilking hum, suits of his crusade, 173. The 

428. Difficulties as to the mode fleet of, v. 198. 
of proceedings against him, 430. Richard II., L 330, Makes prepa- 

Couveyed from the Tower to the rations for the defence of the 

King's Beifth, 4S2. Execution coast against the French armada, 

granted against him, AS3. His 361. His interview with Leon, 

behaviour on the scaffold, 434. ^ king of Arminia, 365. Proposes 

Denies all the charges brought ^ to invade France, 366. His an- 
agqinst him, 436.^ J3i» execution swer to both houses of Parliament 

and burial, 438. Hu naval and on their remonstrance, 367. MU- 

hterary character. 440. Is super- government of England during 

seded by sir M. Frobisher, v. 34. his reign, 377. His disputes and 

His recall, 36. His observations negotiations with the Teutonic 

on ship-building, 204. ordirs in Prmwfa, 418. 

Ratclifte, sir John, governor of Richard HI., ii. 140; killed lu the 
Calais, H. 64. battle of BosWorth, 141. 

Raymond, prince of Antioch, i. 167. Richard de CamisviUc, i. 149; ap- 
Raymond. cajjtain George, ni. 3. pointed govemog of Cyprus by 

Reealde, the Spanish admiral, ii. 35r. Richard 1 , 169. § 

Reginald of Dinant, i. 268. Richard ap Walwyn, i. %)lj 

Reginald de.Tne, admiral of France, Richard of Bordeaux, i S&M. 

ii. 31. Richemont, constable of France, 

Regna Lodhog, 1 . 34 n. 67. 

Requeseus, ii. 293. Ridgeway, sir Thomas, hp8& % 

lleyman, admiral, u 361. Risely, sir John, u. 158. 

Reyner, sir John, i 282. Rivers, Richard, lord it 105. 

Rhe, the Isle of, expedition against Robert lc Prison, carl of Flanders, 
v. 178. i. 132. 

Kheims, the archbishop of, ii. 53. Robert de Saville, i. 149. 

Ribera, Diego de la, m. 250. - Robert de Turnham appointed go- 

lticaldo, Don Juan Martinez de, vernor of Cyprus, i. 169. 
admiral of the Spanish Armada, Robert Clifford, i. 242. 

ii. 3.32. Robert of ArtoiL i. 278. 

Richard I of England prepares a Robert de Ver d; i. 388 

fleet to join the French king in a Robert 111., of Scotland, ii. 16. 

crusade to the Holy Land, i. 147. Roberts, captain, iv. 300. 

His fleet dispersed by a storm, Roche, Philip, lii 113. 

148. His transactions with Por- lloche, Van Ubiscblos, governor of 

tugal, 149. Embarks at Genoa, Damme, i. 347. 


and Into the Tiber, 150. His dis- 
pute with a peasant a* Mileto and 
consequent danger, 151. Enters 
Messina with great jfomp, 152. 
He claims t**e kingdom of Sicily 
in behalf of his sister, the queen, 
dowager, 153. L#ws for crusaders, 

* 155. His agreement with the 
king of Sicily, 156. His con- 
trition, 159. His Interview with 
the abbot Joachim, 160. His 
quarrel with tne king of France, 
(61. Concludes a treaty with him, 
162.* Sails from Sicily, 163. His 

* fleet aga in dispersed by a tempest, 
» 164. Lands at Cyjfhis. 165. Sub- 

• missidh and escape of the empe- 
ror Isaac, 166. His marrriajje 
with the princess Rerengana, 
168. Confirms to the inhabitant* 
of Cyprus the rights and usages 

, wlRch they had formerly enjoyed 
under th% Greek emperors, 169. 
v His naval action with the great 
Saracen ship, 170. Raises the 
siege of Acre, 172. End and re- 
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Homans, naval superiority of the, dad del N ombre de Jesus, j^Q, . 

i. 6. Founds anotlier town, which Jj e 

Koosebeke. the battle, i. 5*5. «5jUls San Fdlipe, 251. Leaves Jt 

lineman, Walter dc Ewens, earl of, to go in search of supplies, £251* 

iv. 1. * • Arrived at Rlode Janeiro —sails 

Rouen, siege of, iv. 20. for Spun, 252. Is cultured by 

Rouse, captain, ilk 342 some English cruisers oft' the 

“ Royal Sovereign.” description of, r Azores, and carritrito England, 

v. 212. 253. Fate of the cuNmy, 253. 

Riddale, sir Richard, iv. 87. Savage* sir Johiij killed at the siege 

Russell, lady Margaret, her mar- of Bolougne, ii. 158. 

nage with lord Clifford, ih 2. Sarenfts, Robert de, li. 71. 

Rust, Robert, i 337. r Saxon vessels, v. 195. 

Kuyter, de, destroys many fihglish Shy, admiral lord, i. 228. 
shipsfv. 257. Scales, lord, it. 107. 

r * * Sceorstane, the battle of, i. 91. 

S. * 1 Sckynhame, sir Edward, ii. 376. 

,$eot, sir John, iv 86. 

Sabasil, Charles do, Siena? dc Scroop, lord Geo they, chief justice 
Seignelni, ii. 21. ° , of England; his answer to the 

St Cuthbert Ili scop, founder of tlie Italian cardinal, l. 242. 

monastery at Weannouth ” re- Scotch invasion aided by the French 
. markable ns the fii£, edifice in | — failure of, i. 345. 

England, in which glass used ' Sebastian, knig of Portugal, iii. 
tor windows, i. 23. 121. Ilia expedition to Africa, 300. 

St. Domingo, the city of, antiquity Seins, Saturmnus, the first high 
of, iii 180 ’ admiral of the British fleet, whose 

St. John, lord, i 344. name appears in history, and the 

St. Lawrence, sir Christopher, iv only Roman one whose name hat* 

130. been preserved, 1 . 8 

St. Mahf, great naval action off, Selden commanded If,* Charles 1. to 
between the French and English, answer fcirotius, v. 183. 
fi. 176 j/'Scnarpont, the seigneur de, ii.*554. 

St. Philip, the Spanish admiral, iv . Seymour, lord Henry, ii. 340. 

56, I Shank, capt&'i£V. 190. 

St. Pol, the count, n. 6. Sheffield, lord, u. 355. 

St. Quentin, the battle of, ii. 253. Ship tax money, unpopularity of, v. 
St. lfeiny Siem, de, ii. 224. 180 

St. Thomas of I)q* cm , i 21$ Sidney, Algernon, his appoint- 

Saintleger, Mr Warham, iv. £15. ment at Copenhagen, v. 137. 

Salamis, battle of vessels employed Sigtorth, an Anglo-Danish chief, 
at, v. 193. muider of, i. 87. 

Salisbury, the earl of, appointed to Sigismund, the emperor, it 53. 
guard the English seas, i 325. Sigvalld the Just, i 62. 

Sails witf a large fleet from the biric, archbishop, i. CO. 

coast U Cornwall for St. Malees, Si ward, earl, i. 105. 

and W, rns seven large Spanish Slingsby, captain, his unsuccessful 

carrac^t, 326., Sent to face pos- action with a squadron from Lis- 

sessinn of the fortress of Cher- bon, ,34. 

^*ourg, |j$l Sluy&, the battle of, the first naval 

Salomon, king of Hongary, i. 95. victory gained by the English, i. 

Salvatcrra, hu£account of tl« south- 247. 

west passage, v. 14. Somerset, the duke of, ii. 64. Ap- 

Sainbascs ana Sapies, iii. 72. pointed to the command of Calais, 

Sampson, captain, in. 174, 206. 104. Is refused admittance into 

Sancho, king of Portugal, i. 148. thal fortress, 105. 

Sandwich attacked by., the French, Sommers, capt.; see Preston, iv,296- 

’i. 9th Partiality of thc inhabit- Sotomay or, don Alonso, ih, 304. 

ants of, to the Dutch, v. 116. Southampton, lord, appointed to 

Sandwich, earl of; see Montague the command of the norse in Ire- 

Santa Cruz, the marquess, ii. 320. land, iv. 118. Joins in the con- 

Santiago, miracle by, In. 209. spiracy with Epe£, 178. Com- 

\mmento sent from Peru to sur- untied to the Tower, 184. His 

vey, iii. 247. Founds a town in trial, 187. Declared guilty with - 

the strait, and name* it La Au- out a dissentient voice, iv. 198. 
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Southwell, admiral, 11, 361 • Sydonhatn, Taptain, i. 26. 

Spanish armada, ii. 331. Sails from Sydney, sir Philip, iv. 6. 
the Tagus to Cortiffa, 346. leaves 
Corufla, 319. Enters the Chan- 
nel , 350. Anchors off C Ais, SGG. . T. • 

Last action of, off Gravclnes, 361 * I 

Flight of, 363 False reports ol its. Taillpie, mesire, i. 411. 
success, 366. Its fate, 367. 'i'ait, M. de, i. 31$. 

Sparrow, FntffPis. iv. 289. ^Talbot, lord Uiehard, i. 239. 

Spencer, loroHugo, i. 278. Talbot, sir Gilbert, the king of 

Spchcer, sir Henry, i. 358. Denmark’s intrigue with, v. 278. 

Spencer, the poet, his acquaintance Difficulty of |ps situation,, 2/9. 

with Raleigh, iv* 242 • Tanered, king of Sicily, i. lflg. 

Spinola, Tudcrie, engages with the lfmgeir ceded to the English, v 250. 
British fleet off Coimbra ; is Tannffyboritou, seigneur de, i. 321. 

feated, v. 41. Attacks sir Ro- j Parse, sir Aymory de, i. 31^ Slam 
bert Mansel in the English Chan- T ni an engagcmenF with the Span, 
nel, 42. Is again defeated , his • lards^t Rochelle, 321. 
death, 43. m Taxes, don John de, Spanish am- 

Spiring, captain, ii. 133 Execution bo*adoi\ v. 122. Seizure of Ins 
of’ 1.‘16. p provision ship, J2‘>. His reaent- 

Stafvord, lord Ralph, i. 278. merit of the affront, 124. 

Stanley, sir William, ii. 329 % Telro, don Pedro, m. 2*28. 

Staunton, sir Georrc, account of * Tcwkesbuifc, the battle of, ii. 130. 

the Chinese boats, v. 193. f Thanu, sir Lucas de,.j. 202. 

Stephen, king of England, i. 138. j Tharlton, captain, m. 297. 

Miserable state of England during j Theimes, M. de, n. 2u8 
his reign, 142. Theodosius, Ins victories over the 

Stephen Gravesend, bishop of Lon- ! Juxoim, i. I k 

don, i. 222. I J’hibbauld de Formes, bailey of 

Strozzi, marepchal, ii. 256. ! Chartres, u. 101. 

Stdart, the lady Arabella, capture ( Thomas of Rrotherton, son of Ed- 
(jL v. 145. Confinement in the ward 1., l 215. 

Tower, % Thomas, prince of Woodstock,!. 315. 

Stukely, his intended invasion or 1‘liomas, air, of St. Albans, i, 318. 

Ifeland, ti 299* Kis death, 310 Thomas of Lancaster, duke of 
Mtukely, sir Lewis, sent to bring Clarence, ii. 13. 

R iloigh to London, iv. 413. Thomas, captain John, iii. 119. 

y tunny, John, appointed captain Thorkell the Tall, l. 63. 

and admiral of the British fleet Thorkqjl, Laro^i. 62. 

by Etlward II., during his wars Tlu#ue, ii 166.’ 

with Scotland, i. 218. Thouar*, the siege of, i 323. 

Sturmyn, u 97. Throckmorton, Marccllus, iv. 86 

Sturry, sir Richard, i. 315 Throckmorton, air Nicholas, iv. 250. 

Suffolk, ii. 233. His death, 239. • Thurkiil, commander of the Da- 

Surrey, the earl of, lord high ad. nish army, u 72. i 
nnral, il. 191. Puts out to sen 'i’lddiman, admiral, sent By the earl 
with the king’s navy ; takes Mot* of Sandwich to attachfthc Dutch 

laix, and burns the town, 192 fleet in the hatyour ojjBergen, v. 

Appointed to take the place of 280. Disastrous resuk of the ac- 

lord Grey at Guisnes, 233. His tion, 283. J 

letter to Henry V Ml. on the rout '1’ilbury, the camp at, ii. 341. 

of the English before Bolougnc, Tiptoft, lord Robert, J. 20,3. 

237. Tipot, lord, i, 278. 

Svend Estridsen, king of Denmark, Fusel, sir Hugh, i. 331. 

i 109. 4 Toledo, Don Francisco de, viceroy 

Swarez Inan. in. 273 * of Luna, m. 147. 

Swcne, king of Denmark, his early Toparmiac^, the cacique, # iv. 274. 
history, i. 61. Invades England, His discourse with sir Walter 

and sails for the Humher, 80. Raleigh, 236. His second con- 

Proceeds without resistance to fcrcpcc with and advice to Ra- 

Loridon, is repelled by the Lon leigh, 28+. 

, doners, 81. His death, 83. Tostig, son of earl Godwin, his first 

S with in, bishop of London, his cha- invasion and defeat, i. 109, 

racter, i. 26. defeat mid death, 117. 
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Touchet, lord, 1. 318. ^lain in an 
engagement with the Spaniards 
at Rochelle, 321. 

Townsend, Roger, ii. 355. 

Trajan’s galley, discovery of, *. 1% 
Treglnen, air Pfcrce of', i. 265. • 

Trelawncy, sir Matthew, wounded 
, and taken prisoner at Rosternan,, 
i. 271. Given up to Don Luis de 
la Cerda Jby Charles of Blois, 275. 

Is rescued byjsir Walter Manny, 
277. c 

Tremouille, lord Guy de, 357. 

Trillo, Inan do, iv. 392. 1 

Trollope, sir Andrew, ii. lOi.* 1 * 
Trornp* Van (^omelius, his brave 
conduct in tuc action with the ‘ 
English, v. 269. 0 

Trumpnig, sir Nicholas, ship, 
wrecked on the coast of Ireland, 
i. 338. 

Tuberville, sir Thomas, treason, i. 

204. His trial and execution, 206. 
Tucker, the pirate, v. V j. His va- 
rious adventures, H2 H. ; s pu- 
nishment by the Dutch, 143. 
Turenne, marshal de, visited by 
Montague, carl of Sandwich, v 
234. 

Tyrrell, sir James, captain of Guis 
nes, ii. 149. 

Tyrrell, admiral William, ii. 227. 
Tyrone, treachery of, iv. 106 


U 

Uptred, earl, i 81. His death, 90 
Ulfkytel, i. 69. 

Cmpevitle, vice-adpixal, b 19. 


V. 

Vagn, Akason, iof>3. 

Valdes, Die"') Flores de, sent frrm 
Spain If * establish a colony at the 
(ihails/'iii. 248. Disasters on 
the wa&249. 

Van filangcart, admiral, ii. 15. 

V^-iey, c^tam, i*i. 189. 

Vasca. Nufiez de Hal boa. takes pos- 
session of the South Sea dor the 
crown of Castile, lii. 129. 

Vasco da Gama, ii. 165. 

Vancler, Sieur de, ii. 110. Policy 
of, 114. 

Vera, Domingo de, sent by Berrio 
to rare© 300 men in Spain, 325. 
Deludes the people by exagge- 
rated reports, and takes out 2000 
persons, 326. His death, 335. 

Veragna, theduquede, lit. 182. 

Vere, sir Francis, iv. 40. 


Vere, John, earl of Oxford, ii. ,136 
Piracies of, 137. Imprisobedtn 
tjie castle ofHammty 138. it re- 
leased. and Joins Richmond, ill . 
Vete, sikPiora, i. 282. ' . 

Vole, simenry, i. 282- ' '* 

Venner, captain Thomas, ifl, 199. 
Verviu8, governor of Boiemgne, 
condemned to dekm^H. 207, 
Vieljeville. M. de, ii. 238. 

Vi king: t, tne, i 17. Their cruelty, 
19. Their manner of life, 20. 

Vi Had?, Sieur d<f, iv. 18. Receives 
. a challenge from the carlo? Essex, 
^20 His answer, 21. 

Villeton, M. dc, ii. 269. . 

Virginia, first expedition to, iv. 

229 Serond expedition to, under 
c* Grenville, 232. Third expedition 
under White, 233. None of the 
settlers found there, 234. The 
English attack their friends by 
mistake, 235 White deputed 
to England by the settlers, 236. 
Birth of tnc first Christian at, 
236. 

Visdossein^ governor of Calais, iv. 

88 . 

Vitalians, the princess of, 1. 416. 
Voustine, Gillcs de la, iL 73. 

n 


Wade, sir Williap, ivl 380 
Waldetnar tfr* tfjrtidt, i. 139. 
Wallop, sir John, ii. 185. 
Walsingham, sir Edmund, lieu, 
tenant, ii. 200. 

Walsingham J sir Francis, his pa- 
tronage of naval adventures, v . 
17. 

Walworth, William, i. 341. 
Wardlaw, Henry, bishop of, ii. 17. 
Warwick, the earl of, lord high 
admiral of England, ii. 55. His 
action with the Spaniards and 
Genoese, 102. His breach of truce 
with the Hanse Towns, 103. He 
escapes from England to Calais, 

104. His cruelty to his prisoners, 

105. Sails "or Ireland to confer 
with the duke of York, 106. Ar- 
rives in England and marches 
against the king, 107. He quar- 
rels with Edwaid TV. : he Dies 
frond England, 109. Is refused 
admittance into England, 110. 
His conference with Louis XI. 
111. Scours the coast of Flanders, 
111. His great popularity, 112. 
Effects a iandlng in England, 115. 
Rejoicing in England at his ary- 
val, 116. His death, 130. 
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Weithbold, captain, i. X\T. Witte de/tbe penBioner of Hol- 
Welborne, Germane, ui. 114. land, sends a fleet against Eng- 

Wentworth, lord deputy of Calais, land, v. 256. Obtains the order 

ii. 254. 4 * for th e admiral by 4 trick, 257. 

Weston, sir Richard, ivjBu, — ^irajoled^y the French govern- 
W r hiskcn f captain, sent m a secret ment, 258. Compels Opdam to 

mission, v, 165. engage the English, 265. Assumes 

Wmkfield,^**5bhn, his death at * the command*bf the Dutch fleet, 
Cadiz, vMs / 289. His promptness in the passage 

Whitaker, sir Simon, i. 318. Vilain of the Texel, 289. 
in an engagement with the Span- Witherington, Robert, iii. 3. 
iards at Rochelle, 821. m \Witheringtonf Henry, his exomin* 

White, John, his expedition to . ation during the trial of Ewex 
Virginia, iv. 233. 0 ary! Southampton, iv 189. 

Whitgift, archbishop, calls upon the Wolsey, cardinal, obtains a peu- 

clergy to forward the preparations^ lyon from FranqU I., Re- 

against the Spanish armada, ii. i * congnends Henry VI II. to make 
337. peace with France. 198. 

Whyte, Rowland, iv. 131. *" wood, sir Andrew, ii. 162. 

Wichman, captain, i. 417. W(W«lvil4p, sir Anthony^ it. 105. 

Wigterth, bishop of Sherborne, i.25.* Worcester, the earl of, u. 186. 
Wignol, captain, iii. 228. X Mutton, sir Henry, iv. 6. 

Wiltord, William, sent with a fleeA Wriothesley, the chancellor, ii. 233. 
on an expeditiori%o the coast mL Wultstaiffi. 46. 

Bretagne, ii. 9 Wuflftioutb, his plunder, piracies, 

William of Normandy j. 118. Hm and death, i. 71* « 
armament, 119. Seftaral ships of 
his fleet wrecked, 121. Sails for X. 

England, lands at Itulverwith, 

122. Ills exhortations to his men ( Ximenez, captain Juan, iv. 396 
before thfbattle of Hastings, 123. 

Effects of his conupeat on the Y. 

Station sip general, 124. lnviM 

to accept the crown he had wo% Ydverton, serjeant, opens the in- 
,126. His strugnlex with the Danes indictment against Essex and 

and Norwegian* 129. Collects Southampton, 187- 

his ships and prepares a maritime York, the duke of, ii. 103. His 
lor re, 131. Revives the danege It, death, 104. 

132. Revision of his reign, 133. York, duke of, commands the En- 
William Rufus, his vigorous policy, ojiffi fleet •gainst the Dutch, v. 

i. 134. 262. His dislike of the war, 264. 

William dc Marisch, i. 196. Nanowly escapes being boarded 

William Malet, i. 129. by baron Opdam, 206. His su- 

William of Ypres, i. 245. pineries* in not following the 

Williams, sir Roger, iu 342., hi. 3. Dutch fleet, ?!U His conduct in 

iv. 7. Bruncker’s alfaigf 274, Ib kept 

Wiltshire, the earl of, treasurer of from active service 8ft the inter- 

Eugland, his baseness, ii. 107- ference of the qu£n mother, 

Wingfield, captain, iii. 207. 275. His dif|>Icasu» against the 

Wingfield, sir Edward, iv. 7. earl of Sandwich, 2®. Resumes 

Wingfield, sir Antony, iv. 30. the station of clnmani%r-m. 

Wingfield, sir John, killed in the chief, 303. His sarcasm against 

expedition against Cadiz, iv. 59. Sandwich, 305. Engagement with 

His funeral, 64. De Kuyter, 306. 

Wingma, king of Wmgandacoa, iv. Yran, sir Wales, i. 325. 

229. . 

Winter, sir William, ii. 355. Z. 

Winter, captain John, Ui, 119. %■ g j 

Winwood, sir Ralph, secretary of Zerralbo, the marquess de, iii. 209 
state, iv. 580. Zouch, Wittiam de la, i. 202. 


THE END. 
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